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Memory Verse

30 But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with 
God. 31 You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus.

– Luke 1:30-31, CSB

Session 1

The Once and 
Future King

Luke 1:26-33; 23:38
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The Once and Future King

THEOLOGICAL THEME: The radical corruption of all mankind 
necessitates a perfect and eternal atoning sacrifice to propitiate the wrath 
of God. Luke 1:26-33 and 23:38 signaled the arrival and identity of the 
sacrifice as well as His future rule. 

There are several types of foreshadowing that exist in storytelling. For example, 
symbolic foreshadowing is abstract and requires a sharp eye and the ability to think 
outside the box. Luke, however, used a different, more straightforward sort of 
foreshadowing. 

It doesn’t take a degree in forensic investigation to piece together the overarching 
message of Luke’s account of the announcement of the birth of Jesus. It doesn’t get 
any more concrete or clear than, “He will be great and will be called the Son of the 
Most High, and the Lord God will give him the throne of his father David” (1:32).

This sort of no-nonsense foreshadowing in modern literature is referred to as 
“Chekhov’s Gun.”  It originated with the Russian playwright Anton Chekhov, who 
said, “Remove everything that has no relevance to the story. If you say in the first 
chapter that there is a rifle hanging on the wall, in the second or third chapter it 
absolutely must go off. If it’s not going to be fired, it shouldn’t be hanging there.”1 

Chekhov’s gun in the first chapter of Luke was the identity and mission of Jesus. 
The angel’s words to Mary heralded eternal significance of this baby, and it was no 
haphazard decision on Luke’s part to include this information. Luke conducted 
careful research before writing his gospel and knew that the angel’s announcement 
was significant. Further, Luke’s writing was undergirded, inspired, and preserved by 
the Holy Spirit of God, so we can rest assured that every word and clause matters. 
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Can you think of some of the details that Luke and other biblical 
authors include concerning the announcement and birth of 
Jesus? 

Why do you think they included so many details?

 

What do these things point to? What is the significance of these 
extraordinary accounts? 

Let’s take a closer look at Luke’s version of Checkhov’s gun, seeking that its significance 
hits its mark in our hearts and minds.

Session Summary

Everything about Luke 1:26-38 shouts Messiah! An angel visited a humble virgin with the 
message that the virgin would conceive. The child would be named Jesus, which means 
“Yahweh is salvation” And, then, this: “He will be great and will be called the Son of the 
Most High, and the Lord God will give him the throne of his father David. He will reign 
over the house of Jacob forever, and his kingdom will have no end” (1:32-33). Nothing 
more earth shattering could be uttered by man or angel than the words that Gabriel said 
to Mary. The implications for our lives are great.

1. He Will Be Great (Luke 1:26-32)

The angel Gabriel described the child to be born to Mary as “great” or “megas” in 
Greek. It’s difficult to get through the first chapter of Luke without getting the sense that 
something megas is on the horizon. Luke made this abundantly clear. The center and 
focus of this greatness rest upon the baby that would be born to a virgin. All of the events 
surrounding Him are great (an angel announcement, a forerunner born to an old woman, 
a virgin birth), and He himself is great. 



4 Personal Study Guide  

Why was Jesus great? What made His greatness of a 
different class than John the Baptist or anyone else in 
history?

The greatness of Jesus was different because He is God incarnate. Jesus, God the 
Son, is of the very same nature of God the Father and is very dear to Him. Jesus’ 
greatness is tied to His identity as the second person of the Trinity. He is Himself 
God. We must be clear and careful here. Christians are monotheists. Our sacred 
book, the Bible, makes plain that God is one (Deuteronomy 6:4). We reject 
polytheism and pantheism outright. However, the Bible also makes plain that the 
one true and living God expresses Himself and exists as three persons. The Father is 
God, the Son is God, and the Spirit is God. But, the Father is not the Son, the Son 
is not the Spirit, nor is the Spirit the Father. This is the doctrine of the Trinity in a 
nutshell. The three persons of the Trinity, the one true and living God, are working 
in complete unity and harmony to realize our salvation. We may put it this way: The 
Father appointed, the Son accomplished, and the Spirit is applying.

Jesus is incontestably great, He is beyond megas and we ought to view Him as such. 
He was a great teacher and miracle worker, but these are simply ancillary details to 
His draw-dropping identity. Jesus is God incarnate. Jesus is Himself God over all 
and ever to be worshipped (Romans 9:5).

What was the purpose for which Jesus came into the world? 
How did this add to His greatness? Why must this have 
implications for our daily lives?

Jesus is fully God and fully man. Because Jesus, our Savior, came in the likeness of 
sinful flesh, God remains perfectly just while also being gracious. God condemned 
sin by placing it on Christ and removing from us the wrath that we were due. To be 
the true mediator between God and man, Jesus had to truly take on flesh and live as 
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a human being. He shared human nature with us except for one thing—His flesh 
was not tainted by inherited sin. He was completely sinless until the Father placed 
the sins of the world upon Him. Because Jesus was truly God and truly man and 
lived a life of perfect righteousness in human flesh, He is the only sacrifice able to 
satisfy the demands of God the Father.  

Our sin that was placed on Jesus at the cross and His righteousness credited to our 
account is the greatest work ever accomplished on behalf of sinful man. This is the 
heart of the gospel.  While the imputation of our sin to Christ and His righteousness 
to us are the fundamental and reality-altering results of Jesus work on the cross, there 
are attending benefits that Christians can enjoy today. 

First, we are adopted into God’s family. We are given the right to become children of 
God because of the atoning death of Christ (John 1:12). Not only did God rescue us 
from the possession of the enemy, but He also made us a part of His family. Second, 
we are given the great gift of the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is 
the third person of the Triune God. God Himself dwells in us to comfort, convict, 
empower, and lead us into truth. The Holy Spirit is a helper to us and brings to mind 
the things that we have learned from the Scriptures (John 14:26). The Holy Spirit 
aids us by interceding for us in our weakness (Romans 8:26-27). There are many 
other benefits that attend our justification for the redeemed to enjoy now. These 
can be discovered and enjoyed by consistent, humble, and prayerful study of the 
Scriptures.

2. He Will Reign (Luke 1:33a)

Gabriel made it clear that the greatness of Christ isn’t simply something that people 
would stand by and observe. Rather, the coming child would reign. He would 
exercise authority, and His position would demand submission. Isaiah foretold this 
in Isaiah 9:6-7. 

Jesus, God the Son, was born of a virgin in the line of David. He is the root of Jesse, 
and His reign is the fulfillment of what David’s reign only foreshadowed (Isaiah 
11:10). Jesus truly is Prophet, Priest, and King. 
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Why do we need an authority in our lives? Why is Jesus’ lordship 
over His people a kindness and mercy toward us? 

Many Christians have had the experience of reading the story of Israel’s failure from the 
Old Testament and wondering how the Israelites could have been so foolish. They had 
witnessed the power and deliverance of God. They had the Law and the prophets. If 
anyone had what they needed to live in obedience to the one true and living God, surely 
the Israelites did. 

The Israelites did not, however, have what they needed to live in perfect and perpetual 
obedience to the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. They had deceitful hearts and 
were radically corrupted because of the sin of their first parents and their continued 
disobedience to the Law of God. In short, they needed circumcision of the heart. They 
needed God to put His Spirit in them, remove their hearts of stone, and give them a 
heart of flesh (Ezekiel 36:26). The same spiritual disability that plagued the Israelites also 
plagues our neighbors. It plagues us, too. The rottenness of sin has reached every nook 
and cranny of our hearts, minds, and bodies and when we read of the sin of the Israelites 
we may as well be looking in a mirror. 

The constant refrain and summary statement in the book of Judges is that everyone did 
what was right in their own eyes. When we combine radical corruption with self-rule we 
end up with irreparable disaster, thus the need for authority. We need someone to tell us 
what to do. We need government and law. For the fallen world, governments are a part 
of God’s common grace toward all humanity regardless of whether they submit their 
hearts to God. For born-again believers, the reign of Christ is essential to a joyful, Spirit-
filled life. The lordship of Christ is a great mercy and kindness to Christians. We cling to 
it, cherish it, and live by it. 

How have you seen the effect of seeking to have no authority 
in your life? How has this pointed to the grace of God giving His 
authority over our lives?
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When we have no authority, no North Star to guide us, we will do what is right 
in our own lives. We will even justify our own sinful actions. As Christians, Jesus 
is our King and our duty is to submit to Him in every way. Of course, we fail at 
this because we still live in a fallen world and battle against the old nature. It’s for 
this reason that we must daily commit ourselves to submitting to His lordship by 
submitting to His commands in Scripture. As we read, study, meditate upon, and 
memorize the Scriptures we will be convicted of sin and renewed in our fervency to 
serve our reigning King. The Holy Spirit will enable us to reject our tendency to do 
what seems right in our own eyes and live in humble obedience to the word of our 
King.

3.  His Reign Will Have No End (Luke 1:33b; 23:38)

Gabriel announced the fulfillment of what has been promised from of old. In 2 
Samuel 7:16 we read, “Your house and kingdom will endure before me forever, and 
your throne will be established forever.” Further, in Psalm 89:34-36 it says, “I will 
not violate my covenant or change what my lips have said. Once and for all I have 
sworn an oath by my holiness; I will not lie to David. His offspring will continue 
forever, his throne like the sun before me.” 

The child to be born to a virgin, who is the one true and living God incarnate, 
would reign unendingly. Jesus is a sure and steady anchor. His reign will not waver 
or topple; He shall not be overthrown or defeated. There will be no change in 
regime. His rule and reign are eternal. 

What does the fact of Christ’s unending reign mean for His 
subjects, us? 

What does this mean for the way we live and interact with 
others who don’t know Him?
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We may find ourselves hoping for a change in local, state, or federal government. We 
may canvass, campaign, and cast votes to try to enact change. This is because our 
governments are made up of fallen people living within the context of a fallen world. 
There must be checks and balances; we must seek change and reform. The reign of 
Christ, however, is different. Our King is completely free of sin. He is uncorrupted 
by evil. There is no darkness in Him whatsoever. This fact makes His absolute rule 
good. It’s one thing to be under an authority with absolute power when that absolute 
authority is fallible. It’s quite another, however, to be under an absolute ruler who is 
absolutely good, trustworthy, just, and holy. 

Conclusion

Reading the Gospels should inspire awe in us. Luke 1 is a prime example of a 
passage that, when read carefully and thoughtfully, should leave us speechless. 
Jesus is great. He is the one true and living God in flesh. His work is also great. 
He came to redeem sinners by bearing their sin on the cross at Calvary. As we 
read Luke’s account of Jesus’ conception, we ought to be moved to bow down 
and worship. This text ought to draw out our hearts in reverence and loosen our 
tongues to proclaim, “My God and my Lord!” 

The greatness of Jesus is not, however, simply about passive recognition of an 
extraordinary life. It’s much more than that. The testimony of Luke demands a 
response. Jesus came not only to redeem, but also to reign “so that at the name 
of Jesus every knee will bow—in heaven and on earth and under the earth—and 
every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father” 
(Philippians 2:10-11). Christians embrace this reign; they treasure it and submit to 
it. King Jesus’ commands have been preserved for us to open and read now. There 
is no excuse to not follow His teaching completely and whole-heartedly. 

Finally, Jesus’ reign is eternal. For those who love their sin and hate the light, the 
news of Jesus’ eternal reign will be off putting. It is unwelcomed news. But, for 
those that have been drawn by the Father to the Son and are being saved, it is life 
giving, joyful news. Our Rock of Refuge will be just that forevermore. His work 
of redemption will stand eternally. Our Mediator and Advocate with the Father 
will not cease His intercession on our behalf. All of His promises will hold true. 
Therefore, Christians are comforted and rest in the reality of the eternal reign of 
their Redeemer. There is no anxiety that this fallen world can throw at them that 
should be able to usurp that deep abiding rest and peace. 
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How are you awed by the identity and mission of Jesus? Do 
you understand it and cling tightly to it? What evidence does 
your life give to support your answer?

 

How is the authority and lordship of Christ good news to 
you? Why must action accompany our faith to show it as 
genuine?

How has Christ’s reign given you rest in your life? Are you 
allowing the anxieties and stresses of today snuff out the 
rest and peace that our King offers? What is He calling you to 
submit to Him in this regard today?

CHRIST CONNECTION: Jesus Christ is the sacrificial lamb who 
would take away the sins of the world (John 1:29). His sacrifice wasn’t 
like those of animals that had to be repeated day after day, year after 
year. Rather, “he entered the most holy place once for all time, not by the 
blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood, having obtained eternal 
redemption” (Hebrews 9:12).

MISSIONAL APPLICATION: We have been entrusted with the 
good deposit of the gospel message, and now we must steward it faithfully. 
Stewardship of the knowledge of the arrival and work of the Messiah 
means both centering our lives on this message as well as laboring along 
with our local assembly to proclaim this message to all people. 
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The Throne

Main Passages
 - Revelation 4:1-11

Session Outline
1. A Peek Into Heaven (Revelation 4:1-2)
2. Holy, Holy, Holy (Revelation 4:3-11)
3. Priority of Worship (Revelation 4:1-11)

Memorize 
30 But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor 
with God. 31 You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call 
him Jesus. 
- Luke 1:30-31, CSB

Daily Readings

 - Monday - Hebrews 1:6
 - Tuesday - Philippians 2:9-11 
 - Wednesday - 1 Corinthians 8:6
 - Thursday - Isaiah 9:6
 - Friday - Colossians 1:16-17

 - Saturday - Romans 11:36
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