Session 2

THE THRONE

Revelation 4:1-11

Memory Verse

Our Lord and God,

you are worthy to receive

glory and honor and power,
because you have created all things,
and by your will

they exist and were created.

— REVELATION 4:11, CSB
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Session

The Throne

THEOLOGICAL THEME: Worship is knowing and responding to

the supreme worth of the glory of God. This passage gives the reader a
peek into the activity inside of God’s heavenly throne room. Here we see
created beings whose continual labor is to worship the God who is holy,
holy, holy.

A man named Edgar C. Whisenant was a Bible student and former NASA engineer.
You may have never heard of him, but if you have it is most certainly in relation to
his prediction that the rapture of the church would occur on September 13, 1988.
He even wrote a book entitled 88 Reasons Why the Rapture Will Be in 1988. This
probably doesn’t come as a surprise, but Edgar was wrong. Instead of realizing the
foolishness of claiming that he knew what Jesus Himself said that no man knows
(Matthew 24:36), Edgar doubled down. When the date passed without incident

he changed his prediction to September 15, 1988. Then, he selected another date in
1989, then another in 1990, and again in 1991. Of course, by that time, not many
people were giving his words credence.

@ What are some other examples you know of those who tried

to predict when Christ would return? Why is this something
we should not seek to do? Why do you think this idea is so
enticing?
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g What are some ways people could and have become sidetracked
by what is found in the Book of Revelation? What should our
ultimate focus be when reading Revelation?

All of history culminates at the throne of God. In our passage today, Revelation 4, we get
a glimpse into the activity within the heavenly throne room of God. It is pure worship.
Worshipping God in spirit and in truth, being satisfied in all the He is for us in Christ,
responding to His beauty and glory with praise and adulation is the essence of why

we exist and what we are being restored to in Christ. This Christmas, we are called to
worship. As you purchase gifts for your loved ones, worship. When you decorate the house,
worship. When you go visit family, worship. As you prepare food for loved ones, worship.
A right order of life starts with a worshipful heart turned toward a glorious God.

Session Summary

In Revelation 4, John was given a glimpse of the undergirding reality that should drive the
churches to heed the words of Christ. John found himself looking upon the throne of God
and a magnificent scene of worship. Revelation 4 is all about worship. In reality, all of
creation for all of history has to do with worship: either worship of the one true and living
God or the worship of a million other unworthy gods. In this passage we are given a great
gift that will help us become better worshipers. We see the culmination of heaven, we are
reminded of the nature of the object of our worship, and we are encouraged to order our
lives around that which ought to be priority. Let’s look more closely at the passage.

1. A Peek Into Heaven (Revelation 4:1-2)

Interest in the book of Revelation can be fervid and has often led into unhealthy and
unbiblical systems, interpretations, and predictions. Few topics stir up more interest than
eschatology, and no book has been examined more intensely for clues about the end-times
than the book of Revelation. One could spend months and years sorting through all the
teachers who read the book of Revelation in one hand and the newspaper in the other
looking for clues as to the arrival of the Antichrist, the identity of the beast, the meaning
of 666, or the schedule of the millennium.
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No doubt that discussion of eschatology is a worthy and helpful endeavor when
carried out with the right perspective and posture. However, if the end-times are all
that we see when we come to the Book of Revelation, we will overlook critical parts
of John’s testimony.

Several portions of the book of Revelation aren’t concerned with eschatological
questions, but focus on the events of heaven, specifically God’s heavenly throne
room. Revelation chapter 4 is one of these passages. There is no need here to try to
decode any imagery in order to better predict the second coming of Christ. No, this
passage is a glimpse into the most significant events in the universe. The curtain was
pulled back for John to witness angels and their worship of the Lord in heaven.

@ What has been your experience studying the Book of

Revelation in the past? Why do you think it is so intriguing to
people? Why is it wrong to see this primarily as a codebook
of clues about the end?

g What would you say is the main point of Revelation 4? What
does John describe concerning God'’s location and posture?
What should that indicate to us?

The overarching theme of Revelation 4 is worship. The main point of this passage is
that there is only One who is worthy to receive glory, honor, and power. Of course,
much of the book does focus on the return of Christ, but the central concern of the

book of Revelation and the Bible itself is the right worship of God.

John described one who was seated on the throne. God being seated on the throne
represents His authority to be Ruler and Judge over all of creation. This symbol is
used several times in the book of Revelation. For example, in Revelation 3:21, Jesus
said, “To the one who conquers I will give the right to sit with me on my throne, just
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as I also conquered and sat down with my Father on his throne.” The throne of God
stands in contrast with the thrones of Satan (2:13) and the beast (13:2).

God resides in glory upon His throne from which He commands and rules His
church and the entire world. All earthly thrones and authorities are under His
jurisdiction and must give account to Him. The throne is not empty. John saw that
there was one upon it who rightfully and fittingly occupied it: God Himself. He is
the only being who may legitimately occupy the throne of heaven.

2. Holy, Holy, Holy (Revelation 4:3-11)

John’s description of God is telling. First of all, he didn’t describe God Almighty’s
appearance with precise language. We can safely assume that His appearance defied
description. God’s greatness always goes beyond our ability to fully comprehend.
John does, however, use language to describe God’s appearance: “The one seated
there had the appearance of jasper and carnelian stone” (v. 3). John compared God’s
appearance to those things (precious stones) that are most precious and valuable in
the material world.

God is infinitely valuable and precious. We are to seek God and His kingdom “like
a merchant in search of fine pearls. When he found one priceless peatl, he went and
sold everything he had and bought it” (Matthew 13:45-46). When John saw this
Being, God himself, seated upon the throne, John was overcome by God’s perfect
nature: eternality, immutability, omniscience, omnipotence, omnipresence, wisdom,
power, goodness, truth, love, grace, and mercy. He could only think of precious
stones to put words to what he saw. John’s description in verse 3 reveals to us that
God is worth more than anything in all of creation. He stands above all that we will
ever know as supremely valuable.

It’s impossible to gain a clear view of God’s value apart from being born again into
God’s family through the atoning sacrifice of Jesus Christ, God the Son, on the
cross. Once a person has been raised with Christ and indwelled by the Spirit, his eyes
are opened to the infinite worth of God, the Father, Son, and Spirit.

Once we get a glimpse of God’s infinite worth, everything else becomes secondary.

Nothing is worth keeping if it detracts from our knowing God. No sacrifice is too
great and no price is too high when the prize is as valuable as the One seated on
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the throne. Take note that we are not implying that God is some trinket to possess and
control; quite the opposite. This great treasure is also Ruler and Judge. Our response to
His value isn’t ownership or manipulation but complete worship.

@ How does John’s description of God’s worth compare with the
value you place on God as the ultimate authority over your life?
How does your life give evidence (or lack thereof) of this?

@ How might a clear view of the value of God affect how we live?
How has this happened in your life already? Where might you
grow in light of this reality?

Both John and the angels described God as glorious. The angels who were worshipping
God simply described Him as “Holy, Holy, Holy.” It is worth noting that the seraphim
in Isaiah 6 were the same creatures in Revelation 4, and in both instances they proclaim

the holiness of God using the same words, “Holy, Holy, Holy.”

Not only is God infinitely worthy and valuable, but He is supremely pure, sinless,
spotless, and faultless. God is completely holy. There is no darkness in Him at all. God
Almighty, who is seated upon the throne in heaven, is continually praised and glorified
and the proclamation that is continually repeated is in regards to God’s holiness. The
holiness of God stands in stark contrast to the sinfulness, corruption, and fallibility of
mankind. John no doubt was struck with fear because of his own unworthiness. He
may have even been tempted to cry out like Isaiah who said, “Woe is me for I am ruined
because I am a man of unclean lips” (Isaiah 6:5).

Yet, in recognizing our own uncleanness and unworthiness before God, we are not

without hope. We have an advocate with the Father (1 John 2:1) who intercedes for us
(Romans 8:34). As the writer of Hebrews wrote, “For this is the kind of high priest we
need: holy, innocent, undefiled, separated from sinners, and exalted above the heavens.
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He doesn’t need to offer sacrifices every day, as high priests do—first for their own
sins, then for those of the people. He did this once for all time when he offered
himself” (Hebrews 7:26-27).

3. Priority of Worship (Revelation 4:8)

We would be correct in saying that the theme of Revelation chapter 4 is worship.

A more precise description, however, would be to say that the theme of this passage
is the preeminence of worship. Don't forget that this chapter doesn’t describe what
will happen sometime in the future. No, this passage describes what was happening
when John was alive and it describes what is happening now. It is a picture of the
regular rthythm of heaven. Heaven, indeed all of creation, is centered on the worship
of the one true and living God.

The Bible says, “Day and night they never stop.” Think about that for a moment.
The worship that John witnessed wasn’t the daily hour of praise. He didn’t just
happen to show up during a service time. The angels worship God continually, day
and night. They never cease. The fact that these supernatural beings exist to fulfill
the role of offering up continual worship to God should be an indicator to us just
how seriously God takes worship.

Worship of the one true and living God, the Creator of the heavens and earth,
cannot be an afterthought or just a Sunday morning activity. It must be a priority
of the first order in our lives. Worshipping our God ought have the highest priority
in our lives. This doesn’t mean that we spend all of our time singing the song that
the angels sang. But, it does mean that we live our lives knowing, treasuring, and
responding to the infinite worth and beauty of God.

g How does the pattern of worship in heaven compare to the

pattern of worship in your life? Think about not only your
pattern of attending a worship gathering but in how you live
each day before God.
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g What are some ways you might grow in worship of God
throughout the ordinary patterns of your daily life?

Our worship now is a foretaste of heaven. When we worship our great God in this
fallen world, we anticipate that we will, like the angels, worship the Lord face-to-
face, free from the fetters of the effects of sin forever.

Conclusion

When John was given a peek into heaven he witnessed pure, unadulterated
worship of the one true and living God who is seated upon the throne. There is
nothing more fitting or right than for creation to respond to the glory of God
with praise and adulation. Further, there is nothing more comforting to the
creation than to know that the Creator is seated upon His throne wielding all
power and authority. No matter what may come to pass here below, the one true
and living God is seated upon His throne forever.

The God that John encountered is indescribable. The best that John could do
was compare His appearance with precious stones. These were the only things
in John’s mind that even began to reflect the glory, worth, and splendor of this
Being on the throne. The angels simply repeated, “Holy, Holy, Holy,” reminding
us of the purity and goodness of God compared with the sinfulness and
corruption of our own hearts. But this also reminds us of our great High Priest
who makes intercession for us and is an advocate for us before the Father.

What John witnessed wasn’t a vision of the future or a special occasion. John
witnessed the ongoing worship of God by the angelic beings. They have
worshiped God since the unknown past, they were worshipping God when
John was given a glimpse, they are worshipping God now, and one day we will
join them in worshipping God forever. Further, we can join them now because
of Christ’s work on our behalf. We have access to God’s throne and are able to
worship in spirit and truth. There is nothing more fitting or appropriate than the
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redeemed people of God worshipping their Redeemer. This must be a priority in
our lives. We are worshippers, and we continually worship something, whether
God or something lesser. We must discipline ourselves to see the infinite value
and beauty of our God and give ourselves over to Him in continual worship.

Q When you think of worship, what comes to mind? How has
today’s lesson challenged your understanding of worship?

@ How might you grow in a right view of God as one who is
continually worthy of worship and praise?

@ How does reflecting on the gospel message prepare your
heart to worship God?

CHRIST CONNECTION: For Christians, worship is responding
to the worth, beauty, and glory of God in Christ. Worship is being

completely satisfied in our Savior Jesus Christ.

MISSIONAL APPLICATION: Christians are both a missionary

people and a worshipping people. Christians go, preach, share, and plant
for the ultimate purpose of building groups of people that know and
treasure Christ and rejoice in Him in worship.
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FOR NEXT WEEK

Worthy

Main Passages
- Revelation 5:1-14

Session Outline

1. No One Worthy (Revelation 5:1-4)

2. Worthy is the Lamb Who Was Slain (Revelation 5:5-12)

3. Worthy is the Lamb Who Stands in the Midst of the Throne (Revelation 5:13-14)

Memorize

Our Lovd and God,

you are worthy to receive

glory and honor and power,
because you have created all things,
and by your will

they exist and were created.

- Revelation 4:11, CSB

Daily Readings
- Monday - John 1:29
- Tuesday - Revelation 13:8
- Wednesday - Isaiah 53:7
- Thursday - Revelation 12:11
- Friday - 1 John 2:2
- Saturday - 1 Peter 1:18-19
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