Session 3

WORTHY

Revelation s:1-14

Memory Verse

1 heard every creature in heaven, on earth, under the earth, on the sea, and

everything in them say,

Blessing and honor and glory and power
be to the one seated on the throne,

and to the Lamb, forever and ever!

— RevELATION 5:13, CSB
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Session

Worthy

THEOLOGICAL THEME: Jesus, the eternal Son of God, is worthy
to open the scroll. He was worthy in His incarnational life and death and
He is worthy in His resurrected glory upon the throne.

When something grabs our hearts and captivates our minds we generally want to
share it with others, don’t we? Why is that? It’s because we have tested the thing

and found it to be worthy. We find it worthy of our time, attention, money, and
devotion. Earthly things inevitably let us down, and we find something else we deem
more worthy.

Today’s lesson is about worthiness, namely the supreme worth of Jesus Christ and
the attention He is due. If we come to a point where our hearts and minds are
captivated by the Lamb who was slain then we will be fixed on something of infinite
worth that will never disappoint. The unfathomable worth of Jesus far outshines all
of the trinkets that catch our eye throughout our lifetime. He is enough; sufficient to
satisfy the longing of our hearts and the deep need of our souls. The Lamb who sits
upon the throne is worthy. No other person or thing compares.

Q Have you ever discovered a musician, writer, book, or
television show that completely swept you off of your feet?

@ What was it that caught your attention and compelled you so?
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g How did this fascination and excitement lead you to share with
others?

Session Summary

The book of Revelation is about the consummation of all things. The main message of

John the Revelator was that God will execute justice against His enemies and finally and

tully rescue His people. This is the account of the passing away of the first earth and the
establishment of the holy city—New Jerusalem—in which God will dwell with man. This
will be a place where they will be His people and God Himself will be with them as their God
(Revelation 21:1-4).

Our passage today recounts the happenings in heaven that will bring this final vision to
fruition. It is a high and holy work, far beyond any political maneuver or military campaign
that the earth has ever known. What happened here was possible to grasp by John or us.
What we can be certain of is that all of this will be accomplished and carried out only by the
one who is worthy.

1. No One Worthy (Revelation 51-4)

This passage is preceded by a peek into the throne room of God in heaven. There we are
shocked and awed by the grandeur and greatness of the eternal King. We are moved to cry out
with Isaiah that we are not worthy to be in the presence of this God. He is “Holy, holy, holy...
Lord God Almighty, who was and is and is to come!”

The stage was set for the Lord God Almighty to act. He held in His hand a scroll that was

to be opened by the breaking of its seals. John’s contemporary readers would probably have
been familiar with a scroll such as the one described in Revelation 5, though it wasn’t exactly
typical. A double-sided inscribed scroll was rare because of the irregular texture that the

back of a scroll would normally have. However, Roman wills or contract deeds were often
double-sided. The information was written in detail on the inside of the scroll, but was briefly

summarized on the outside.
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g What did the scroll contain? What could be meant by this
scroll in the hand of the God Almighty?

@ Why did John weep? Why was an absence of one to open
the scroll worthy of tears? How should our hearts reflect
John’s in this moment?

It’s no mystery what the scroll contained, though we are never told explicitly of its
contents. The opening of the scroll set into motion the first cycle of judgments. The
scroll contained God’s purposes and plan for history. This heavenly book laid out the
destiny of the world. It was God’s consummate design of judgment and redemption.
However, the seven seals must be broken in order for its contents to be disclosed and
then executed.

John wept because he longed for the fulfillment of God’s purposes. Those who are
children of God yearn for their Father to bring about His purposes. Jesus gave us
words for this when He taught us to pray, “Your Kingdom come. Your will be done”
(Matthew 6:10). A longing and preference for God’s will is an issue of progressive
sanctification. It takes time for the child of God to grow up into their salvation
sufficiently to develop distaste for his or her own strivings and to savor the purposes

and plans of God.

We may have trouble seeing through the fog now, but as heaven draws nearer so will
our perception of the goodness of God and His purposes. We must crucify the flesh
and avail ourselves to the school of God’s power and mercy.

John wept because he loved God’s will and longed to see God’s purposes fulfilled,
but there was no one found in heaven, on earth, or under the earth who was worthy
to take the scroll from the hand of God the Father and break its seals and execute its
contents.
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Q What would deem one worthy to open this scroll of God?

No mere man could be worthy because all have sinned and fall short of the glory

of God (Romans 3:23). How could it be that the creature could be worthy of such

a task to fulfill the ultimate, consummating purposes of the Creator? We should
remember that every human being who has lived, including all the great figures of
faith that we often look to imitate, would have been unable to take the scroll. Enoch,
Noah, Abraham, Joseph, David, Isaiah...none were worthy. All of these have turned
aside and become worthless (Romans 3:11).

No human is worthy because no human has earned righteousness. We are
bankrupted transgressors who, like Mephibosheth in 2 Samuel 9, are crippled and
have a seat at the King’s table because of His mercy and kindness, and for no other
reason. We deserve condemnation, expulsion, judgment, and wrath. What we have
received, however, is steadfast love. Yes, we are a redeemed and grateful people. We
are a rejoicing and worshipping people. But, we are not, now or ever, people who are
worthy to take the scroll and break its seals.

No angel was worthy because they, too, are created beings. While they would

be called upon to participate in the events of the final days, they would do so as
dependent and subservient creatures. Not a single angel is worthy to seek to establish
his own authority or garner glory for himself.

2. Worthy is the Lamb Who Was Slain (Revelation 5:5-12)

Yet, there was a being that was worthy. An elder said to John, “Do not weep. Look,
the Lion from the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has conquered so that he is able
to open the scroll and its seven seals” (5:5).

Q Who was worthy to open the seals? What is the meaning of
the titles ascribed to Him?
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Q How are we to understand this image of Jesus as a slain lamb?

Jesus Christ is worthy. He will break the seals of the scroll and look into it and carry out
its contents. The elder first called Him “the Lion from the tribe of Judah.” This title calls
to mind Jacob’s blessing upon Judah in which he bestowed authority over his brothers.
Let’s read this blessing. It isn’t hard to see how Jesus embodies this title.

Judah, your brothers will praise you. Your hand will be on the necks of your enemies; your
Jather’s sons will bow down to you. Judah is a young lion— my son, you return from

the kill. He crouches; he lies down like a lion or a lioness—who dares to rouse him? The
scepter will not depart from _Judah or the staff from between his feet until he whose right
it is comes and the obedience of the peoples belongs to him. (Genesis 49:8-10)

The elder also referred to Jesus as the Root of David. The Old Testament vision of the

Messiah was that He would spring from Jesse’s root and would restore David’s dynasty
(Isaiah 11:1, 10). Jesus is the branch springing from Jesse’s root, but the elder referred to
Him as the root of David because He preceded David and is the source of David’s rule.

Jesus is the eternal and mighty warrior and is uniquely worthy to open the seals. But He
isn’t only the Lion from the tribe of Judah or the Root of David; He is also the Lamb
that was slain. The image of Jesus as the lamb is the most important title used to describe
Him in this passage. The frequency alone ought to cause us to take special note:

* Isaw one like a slaughtered lamb (5:6)

* the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb (5:8)
*  Worthy is the Lamb who was slaughtered (5:11)

* and to the Lamb, forever and ever! (5:13)

The emphasis on this image of Jesus as the slain lamb is resounding,. This is not only true
for this passage, but the overall description of the Messiah throughout the Bible. “He was
oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth. Like a lamb led to the slaughter
and like a sheep silent before her shearers, he did not open his mouth” (Isaiah 53:7).

And, “Here is the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!” (John 1:29) What
other image could be more appropriate?
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Jesus is the true and better fulfillment of the Law. Without the shedding of blood
there is no forgiveness for sin (Hebrews 9:22). God instructed Israel to bring a
spotless lamb to be sacrificed for their sins. It was to be torn and its blood shed.
“For the life of a creature is in the blood, and I have appointed it to you to make
atonement on the altar for your lives, since it is the lifeblood that makes atonement”
(Leviticus 17:11).

Jesus, the righteous one, Son of God, God the Son, the spotless Lamb, was torn

for our transgressions and for this reason He is worthy. “You are worthy to take the
scroll and to open its seals, because you were slaughtered, and you purchased people
for God by your blood from every tribe and language and people and nation” (5:9).

3. Worthy is the Lamb Who Stands in the Midst Throne
(Revelation 5:113-14)

It’s important to note that the Lamb that was like one that had been slaughtered
wasn’t lying lifelessly upon the throne. John says that he was “standing” (5:6). Jesus’
first coming was humble, foolish, and weak from man’s perspective. His second
coming will be the opposite.

Q How do verses 13 and 14 describe those who were observing
the Lamb?

@ What drew such worship from them? How should we
respond likewise?

John reported that every creature in heaven, on earth, and under the earth was
ascribing to Jesus blessing, honor, glory, and power. The four living creatures said,
“Amen!” and the elders actually fell down and worshipped Him. This is a picture of
worship in spirit and truth.
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Jesus is worshipped as God because Jesus is God. Christians profess faith in a Triune
God. We are monotheists and believe in one true God, but we believe the one true
God is unique in His nature in that He is one essence, but three persons: God the

Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.

The vision that John related in Revelation 5 was the fulfillment of Paul’s words to
the Philippians:

For this reason God highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every
name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee will bow— in heaven and on earth
and under the earth— and every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the
glory of God the Father (Philippians 2:9-11).

Jesus wasn’t only the lamb being led away to slaughter, but He is also the resurrected
Lord. He isn’t fragile or weak. He isn’t harmless or defeated. He is alive and well,
and His second coming will bring terror across the face of the earth for those who
have rejected Him.

Conclusion

Jesus, the Lion from the tribe of Judah and the Root of David, is worthy to

take the scroll from God Almighty, break its seals, and reveal its contents. Jesus,
God the Son, works in cooperation with God the Father to accomplish the
consummation of all things to the praise of His glory. Jesus is worthy because He
purchased men for God by being obedient to the point of death, even death on

a cross. His perfect, spotless sacrifice for sinners makes Him worthy. He is also
the resurrected King. He didn’t remain lifeless and broken in the tomb. God the
Father raised Him up and He is our perfect Prophet, Priest, and King. In every
regard, Jesus is worthy.

g How do you daily recognize and remain aware of your own

unworthiness? How can you honor and esteem Christ,
remembering that your eternity depends upon Christ’s
worthiness?
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g How should this reality about Christ grow us in Christian
unity with other believers who have all been redeemed by
the blood of the Lamb?

@ How should this finished work of Christ on our behalf compel
us to share with others who will be lost apart from the truth
of the gospel?

CHRIST CONNECTION: Our eternity hinges upon the worthiness

of Christ that was proven in His sinless life as a man upon the earth and
His perfect atoning death upon the cross.

MISSIONAL APPLICATION: Missionaries go not just for the
good of men’s souls, but primarily for the glory of the Lamb who sits upon
the throne. He is worthy! Every knee will bend and every tongue will
confess that the Lamb is Lord. We go and tell because He is worthy. “Let
the heavens be glad and the earth rejoice; let the sea and all that fills it
resound” (Psalm 96:11).
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FOR NEXT WEEK

The Last Battle

Main Passages
- Revelation 19:6-16

Session Outline
1. Our Lord God, the Almighty, Reigns! (Revelation 19:6)
2. 'The Marriage of the Lamb (Revelation 19:7-10)
3. Faithful and True (Revelation 19:11-16)

Memorize

1 heard every creature in heaven, on earth, under the earth, on the sea, and
everything in them say,

Blessing and honor and glory and power

be to the one seated on the throne,

and to the Lamb, forever and ever!

- Revelation 5:13, CSB

Daily Readings
- Monday - Colossians 1:15
- Tuesday - 1 Corinthians 15:57
- Wednesday - 1 John 5:4
- Thursday - John 16:33
- Friday - Colossians 2:15
- Saturday - Proverbs 21:31
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