Session 1

THE STORY OF

CREATION
John 1:10-13; Psalm 33:6-9

Memory Verse

The heavens were made by the word of the Lord,
and all the stars, by the breath of his mouth.

— PsaLm 33:6, CSB
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Session

The Story of Creation

THEOLOGICAL THEME: God is the Creator of the heavens and
earth. Every atom, cell, and grain of sand finds its origin in God. God is
also Trinity, that is, God is one essence expressed in three distinct persons.
God has also come as the Son, taking on flesh. This doctrine is especially
central to the story of God’s costly plan to redeem His people.

Have you ever heard of the Atlas Stones? These are part of the World’s Strongest
Man competition. The concept is simple. The object is to pick up a ball and set it

on top of a pillar. No big deal, right? Wrong. The spheres are solid cement, and the
smallest one weighs 220 Ibs. When a competitor sets a stone on top of the pillar, he
then moves on to the next one, which is heavier. The final stone weighs more than
350 Ibs. The Atlas Stone competition is a perfect of example of something that is very
easy to understand in its concept (putting a rock on a table), but very difficult in its
application and mastery.

In the next several weeks, we have our own Atlas Stone to deal with. We will allow
the Holy Spirit to work in our hearts through the inspired words of John 1:10-13.
The truth of this is so simple even a child can understand it, but it’s application and
mastery will take a lifetime. These are weighty doctrines, but the work to know and
obey them is not in vain. As we humble ourselves under God’s glorious character and
work on our behalf, our souls are nourished and we are filled with joy and peace.

Q How would you answer if someone asked you why is it
important to know and understand the doctrines of the
Christian faith?

| Date of My Bible Study:




g How have you experienced the reality that the gospel is simple
enough for a child to understand but complex enough to never
been completely understood?

Session Summary

The Bible is so much more than a random collection of interesting writings and inspiring
characters. The Bible, rather, is a cohesive, comprehensive narrative that details the person
and work of God Almighty, especially His kindness and mercy toward His people in
Christ Jesus.

Many of us have viewed the Bible as little more than a collection of stories and poems as
opposed to a single, comprehensive narrative. John opened his Gospel by clarifying that
the story of Jesus is more than a manger and some wise men, more than the miracles
and sermons of Jesus’ three-year ministry, and more even than the cross as a single event.
We will use John 1:10-13 as a framework to explore the meta-narrative of God’s Word:
Creation, Fall, Redemption, and Restoration.

Our primary text in this lesson (and the next three lessons) is John 1:10-13. In this study
we will focus particularly on verses 10 (He was in the world, and the world was created
through him) and 11 (He came to his own). These clauses are packed with theological
truth that is worthy of our attention.

1. The Glory of God in Creation
(John 1:10b; Psalm 33:6-9; Genesis 1)

The purpose of John’s Gospel was to show his readers that Jesus is the Christ so that they
would believe. In John 1:10-13 there are two foundational questions that John sought to
address: 1) Who was Jesus? and 2) What did He do? These two questions depend upon
each other to be answered from John’s perspective. If we know what Jesus did, then it will
be obvious who He is. And if we know who Jesus is, then the meaning of what He did will
be clear.
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g What did John say that Jesus did in verse 10b? What is this
significant?

John said, “and the world was created through Him.” In verse 3 he commented, “All
things were created through Him, and apart from Him not one thing was created
that has been created.” Jesus, John asserted, is the Creator of the heavens and the
earth, making Him God. John affirmed the deity of Jesus Christ.

We will spend more time with the doctrine of the deity of Christ in the next section.
For now, simply consider the importance and weight of the act of the creation of all
things. The question of where we came from, of how all that we know and see came
to be is foundational and imminently important. Our belief about our origin is one
of the key pillars upon which our faith is established. If we fail to undergird our
theology of Christ and salvation with the biblical teaching of origins then our faith
rests on shaky ground.

@ Read Psalm 33:6-9. What part of this passage do you find
the most striking, surprising? Why?

If you are looking for a passage upon which to meditate concerning the power and
glory of God in creation, Psalm 33 is an excellent place to begin. The thrust of verses
6-9 is the omnipotence of God in creation. The psalmist reveled in the fact that

God created by speaking. All that we know and see came into being by the power of
God’s Word. In a matter of four verses, the writer worked this truth in three times.
Anytime we see repetition in Scripture we ought to take note. It usually means that
this is something that the reader should give special attention to. Why would this
point of creation be important? Because if it is true it shapes the very way in which
we view the world. If God is the fountain of all, then He is our Lord and our God. If
He created all things by merely speaking, then His power is unfathomable. In short,
if what the psalmist said here is true then the proper response is worship.
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Now consider what John was saying. God has walked among humanity. This
Creator was born in a manger, was hung on a cross, and rose again on the third day.
This all-powerful deity who is our Lord and our God, who is worthy of limitless
worship, is Jesus.

Q Consider Genesis 1in light of John’s revelation. What
attributes of God do we see in Genesis 1? How do these also
apply to Jesus?

In Genesis 1, God’s glory is on full display. We see His eternity (no beginning and no
end), goodness, power, order, and wisdom as He established the heavens and the earth.
In addition to creating the physical realm, He also created spiritual beings. He created
angels to worship and serve Him. They were very beautiful and good. And they shouted
for joy when God brought the world into being (Job 38:7).

God, the Creator and Sustainer of everyone and everything is eternal and infinite. His
power, justice, and wisdom are unchangeable. Nothing happens except through His will.

@ Application: What does the truth of Genesis 1 have to do with
how we live our lives today?

2. The Wonder of God as Trinity (John 1:10b; John 1:1-3)

The doctrine of creation is simple yet profound. It’s simple because even a child can
comprehend that God made us. It is profound because we will spend the rest of
our days contemplating and beholding the mystery of God’s eternity, power, and
goodness. It won’t be until we pass from this life to the next that we fully appreciate
and grasp our complete dependence upon an independent self-sufficient Being.

The mystery only deepens when we overlay John’s words with what we know about
creation and the Creator.
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What does John tell us about creation in 1:10b? What does this
mean? How are we to understand Jesus’ role in creation?

“The world was created through him.” Jesus was present and participated in the creation
of all things. Paul wrote to the church at Colossae, “For everything was created by Him,
in heaven and on earth, the visible and the invisible, whether thrones or dominions

or rulers or authorities— all things have been created through Him and for Him”
(Colossians 1:16).

There is no doubt that John meant that Jesus is divine—God Himself. This isn’t only
John’s testimony, but it is also the testimony of all of the New Testament, all of the
Apostles, all of the early church fathers, and the church throughout all of Christian
history. Jesus is God. But that still leaves us with a bit of a quandary because to say that
Jesus is God doesn’t make clear what that means in relation to the rest of Scripture.

There are two primary errors that believers make at this point. The first is to assume
that Jesus is God and that means that Jesus is God the Father and Jesus is also God the
Holy Spirit. The second error is to believe that Jesus is a God, but so is God the Father
and also the Holy Spirit. This error basically pictures Christianity as having three gods.
(By the way, this is the accusation that Muslims make against Christianity. That’s why
having this question clearly established in our hearts is essential as we seek to share the
gospel with our Muslim neighbors).

@ What is the orthodox understanding of Jesus’ deity? What does
the Bible teach about this question?

Christians hold to the doctrine of the Trinity. The Bible expresses throughout that God
is three persons but one essence. God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit
are the same in substance and equal in power and glory. It may be helpful to think of
this doctrine in terms of seven simple statements:
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1. There is only one God. 5. 'The Father is not the Son.
2. 'The Father is God 6. The Son is not the Spirit

3. 'The Son is God. 7. 'The Spirit is not the Father.
4. 'The Holy Spirit is God.

The doctrine of the trinity is often pushed aside because it seems too daunting, too
confusing. But it is absolutely essential to our faith. Even if we get the basic idea

of what the doctrine of the Trinity is, we may feel as though it doesnt have much
application to our lives. We tend to think that it is just a theological term that has no
bearing in an ordinary Christian’s life. But it does.

Think about the work of salvation. The Father appoints, the Son accomplishes, and
the Spirit applies. We also may consider the ways in which the three persons of the
Trinity work for the good of mankind. The Father is our Creator and Sustainer. The
Son is our Redeemer and Savior. The Holy Spirit is our Sanctifier and Perfecter.

@ Application: How can | pray, sing, read Scripture, and live in
a way that accurately reflects my relationship to all three
persons of the Trinity?

3. The Mystery of God Incarnate (John 1:10a, T1a, 14a)

We have already considered God’s glory in creation and the wonder of the Trinity.
Now, let’s think about one more fundamental truth about God that is both simple
and deeper than we can fathom. John wrote, “He was in the world” (10a). And then
in verse 11a “He came to his own.” Finally, in verse 14a, “And the Word became
flesh and dwelt among us.”

@ What truth did John want to convey to his readers? What
does it mean, exactly, that God the Son took on flesh?
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John explained the profound truth that God the Son humbled himself and took

on human flesh. “Instead he emptied himself by assuming the form of a servant,
taking on the likeness of humanity” (Philippians 2:7). This doctrine is known as the
incarnation. God the Son, the second person of the Trinity, who has existed from
eternity, took on flesh. Galatians 4:4-5 says, “When the time came to completion,
God sent His Son, born of a woman, born under the law, to redeem those under the
law, so that we might receive adoption as sons.”

Jesus did not cease to be God upon taking flesh. Also, Jesus wasn’t less than human.
Jesus was fully God and fully man. This was necessary because only a Redeemer
who was fully God and fully human could bring us back to God. He had to be fully
human so that in human nature he could obey the whole law of God perfectly and
suffer the punishment for human sin. He did both of these things on our behalf.

He had to be fully divine so that His obedience and suffering would be perfect and
effective to save us. Further, His divine nature made Him able to bear the righteous
wrath of God the Father and overcome death.

The incarnation is central to the gospel the message, and we should meditate upon
its reality and let the power and joy of it wash over us.

@ Application: How does the reality of the incarnation change

the way that you understand and treasure the gospel? How
might you live in a way that truly shows that the good news
of the incarnate Jesus is truly precious to you?

Conclusion

John’s Koine Greek is known to be the most simple and straightforward of all the
New Testament writers. The concepts that he put forth reflect his writing, they
are simple. God is the Creator. God is Trinity. God became flesh. These truths are
easily understood—even by children. Yet they are heavy, deep, and mysterious.
There is great joy, peace, and hope produced in us when we expend the effort to
wrap our arms around them and apply them to our hearts and minds.
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g If God owns what He creates, what does it mean to belong
to God? If people looked at your calendar, checkbook, or
your browser history would they conclude that you belong to
God? What needs to change?

@ What are some ways that you can expand your theological
understanding of the Trinity so that you will better
understand and appreciate the work of the Triune God on
your behalf?

@ Does your life as a follower of Christ mirror His humility and
service to others? Who are those that you serve? Do you
expect to be served or do you look for ways to serve others?

CHRIST CONNECTION: Christ had a central role in Creation, has

a divine nature, and came to the earth humbly on our behalf.

MISSIONAL APPLICATION: As we seek to be imitators of God
(Eph 5:1) and obey His explicit commands to go (i.e. Matthew 28:19), we
need to look no further than the Creator, Triune God, who completed the
mission to redeem us by emptying Himself and assuming the form of a
servant, taking on the likeness of humanity.
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FOR NEXT WEEK

The Story of Separation

Main Passages
- John 1:10-13; Genesis 3:1-7

Session Outline

1. Lest You Die (Genesis 3:1-7)
2. Bent from Birth (John 1:10-13)
3. Under God’s Wrath (John 1:10-13)

Memorize

The heavens were made by the word of the Lord,
and all the stars, by the breath of his mouth.

- Psalm 33:6, CSB

Daily Readings

- Monday - Genesis 1:1-5

- Tuesday - Genesis 1:6-19

- Wednesday - Genesis 1:20-25
- Thursday - Genesis 1:26-31

- Friday - Genesis 2:1-14

- Saturday - Genesis 2:15-25
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