Woman, Behold Your Son

Summary and Goal

Jesus models abiding in the fifth commandment here. He is caring for His mother who
loves Him as much as a mother can love a son. We should do the same in caring for our
parents. Fleming Rutledge says that John and Mary here model “the way that family ties
are transcended in the church by the ties of the Spirit.” We should do the same—care for
one another as Jesus cared for His mother. May we be a picture of the church that Jesus
calls us to—caring for the younger and the older among us as though those in need are
our children and parents.

Main Passages
John 19:26-27 (Matthew 15:1-9)

Session Outline

1. Family in the Fellowship of Christ (John 19:26-27)

2. The Foundational Command (Matthew 15:1-4)

3. Moving from Empty Acts to Real Caring (Matthew 15:5-9)

Theological Theme
The church is a family.

Christ Connection

As Jesus modeled caring for others, even in His weakest moment, so His followers are to do
likewise.

Missional Application

Building the type of deep caring that Jesus modeled helps the church to welcome in those
who deeply long for such transparency and love.
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Historical Context of John

Purpose

The purpose statement in 20:30-31 indicates that John wrote with an evangelistic purpose,
probably seeking to reach unbelievers through Christian readers of his Gospel. If the date of
composition was after AD 70, the time of the destruction of the Jerusalem temple, it is likely
that John sought to present Jesus as the new temple and center of worship for God’s people in
replacement of the old sanctuary.

Author

A close reading of the Gospel of John suggests that the author was an apostle (1:14; cp. 2:11;
19:35); one of the Twelve (“the disciple Jesus loved,” 13:23; 19:26; 20:2; 21:20; cp. 21:24-25); and,
still more specifically, John, the son of Zebedee (note the association of “the disciple Jesus loved”
with Peter in 13:23-24; 18:15-16; 20:2-9; 21; and in Lk 22:8; Ac 1:13; 3-4; 8:14-25; Gl 2:9). The
church fathers, too, attested to this identification (e.g., Irenaeus). Since the apostolic office was
foundational in the history of the church (Ac 2:42; Eph 2:20), the apostolic authorship of John’s
Gospel invests it with special authority as firsthand eyewitness (Jn 15:27; 1Jn 1:1-4).

Setting

The most plausible date of writing is the period between AD 70 (the date of the destruction of the
temple) and 100 (the end of John'’s lifetime), with a date in the 80s most likely. A date after 70 is
suggested by the references to the Sea of Tiberias in 6:1 and 21:1 (a name widely used for the Sea
of Galilee only toward the end of the first century); Thomas’s confession of Jesus as “my Lord and
my God” in 20:28 (possibly a statement against emperor worship in the time of Domitian); the
reference to Peter’s martyrdom, which occurred in 65 or 66 (21:19); the lack of reference to the

Sadducees, who ceased to be a Jewish religious party after 70; and the comparative ease with which
John equated Jesus with God (1:1,14,18; 10:30; 20:28).

Special Features

The Gospel of John is different from the Synoptic Gospels—Matthew, Mark, and Luke—in that
more than ninety percent of its material is unique. John’s Gospel does not focus on the miracles,
parables, and public speeches that are so prominent in the other accounts. Instead, the Gospel of
John emphasizes the identity of Jesus as the Son of God and how we, as believers, should respond
to his teachings.
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Session Plan

Woman, Behold Your Son

Leader Guide

Introduction
@ How would you explain what it means to honor one’s
father and mother? Do you think that practice still has a
place in today’s society? Why? What is it about honoring
father and mother that makes it likely to be the forgotten
commandment?

@ What similarities do you see between a nuclear family and
a church family? What differences do you readily identify?

In this week’s session, Jesus’ third saying from the cross was an incredible
act of mercy and care. As He prepared for the end of His physical life, He
bound John and His mother together to ensure continued provision for Mary
and guidance for John. This saying from the cross redefined the connection
of familywithin the contextof the body of Christ. Fellowship with Jesus meant
caring for one another like family, across generational lines.

1. Family in the Fellowship of Christ
(John 19:26-27)

Generally speaking, when tremendous personal crisis befalls someone,

the natural effect is that one’s attention turns inward and focuses intently
on the source and substance of that personal crisis until such a time that

a resolution is discovered. That is what made Jesus’ third saying from the
cross so remarkable. Jesus had undergone crises of every kind leading up
to this moment. If anyone in the history of history had a valid reason to be
focused on his or her own crisis, Jesus certainly did.

@ How do you respond in seasons of personal crisis? What
impact have your own circumstances had on your service
and care for others in those seasons?

Q Application: What new relationships has your church
involvement produced in your life? What is your role in
those relationships? Who do you have the opportunity to
serve? Who is gaining those “refrigerator rights” in your life?



2. The Foundational Command
(Matthew 15:1-4)

Jesus noted His concern for the treatment of one’s parents in a debate with
Pharisees and scribes. This was not an unusual occurrence as the Pharisees
and scribes constantly attempted to provoke Jesus into an argument,

seeking to trap Him in His words and erode His growing influence among

the people. At the opening of Matthew 15, the Pharisees demanded that
Jesus explain why His disciples did not wash their hands, thereby breaking
the “tradition of the elders.” The act of washing their hands was more
ritual than hygienic, so the question was over religious custom.

@ Jesus refuted the Pharisaical custom with the fifth
commandment. How should one value man’s customs in
comparison with God’s commands? Why is it critical, then,
to practice Bible engagement?

@ Application: What do you think it means to honor one’s
father and mother? What do you base your answer on?

3. Moving from Empty Acts to Real Caring

(Matthew 15:5-9)
The tradition of the elders had created a loophole in the law of God. So

long as the money for supporting one’s parents was pledged to the temple,
since the money was going to the things of God, that person was viewed
as not having to honor his parents. Needless to say, Jesus was strongly
opposed to such an atrocity. He accused the Pharisees and scribes of
nullifying the word of God. They had become so proficient at following
their own rules that they had cast aside the commands that reflected the
heart of God for His people.

@ The Pharisees excelled at performing the correct religious
activities. As you were growing up, what were some things
that would have appeared on a list of “the right things to
do”? How was that unspoken list enforced?

@ Application: How does Bible engagement help protect
personal and corporate worship?

Conclusion
How would you describe the current state of your
relationships right now with regard to their openness and
transparency? How would you like that answer to change
in the next month? Who do you need to begin intentionally
investing in in order for that to happen?

@ Considering the model of John and Mary, which of the two
do you most readily identify with right now? Why would you
say so? Are you more comfortable investing in others or do
you feel the need to be nurtured right now? How can you do
both, as Paul indicates in Titus 27

? For Further
Discussion

When you think of the
church as a family that
ministers to one another,
how does that change the
way you view your role?
What about when you view
it as a body that reaches
out to those who are
isolated?

Session 3 4



Expanded Session Content

Introduction

In an article from December 2016, Christian blogger and author Tim
Challies launched a series of posts dealing with what it means to honor
one’s father and mother.

It is a commandment of God. It is a commandment with promise, with
divine blessings attached to it. It is a commandment positioned in a place
of special honor and significance. It is a commandment pertaining to the
whole life of every human being. It is a commandment with application
to the home, church, and workplace, a commandment that provides

a stable foundation to all of society. Yet it is a commandment that is
sorely neglected today. It may not be overstating the case to call it the
commandment we forgot. It is the fifth of God's ten great commandments
to humanity: Honor your father and mother.

Today I am beginning a short series on this commandment and mean

to focus especially on an angle few of us have seriously explored: What
does it mean to obey this commandment as adults? We understand that

it applies to children and teaches them the importance of honoring and
obeying mom and dad. But does the commandment stop applying the day
we move out or the day we get married? Does it expire when our parents
die or when they prove themselves unworthy of our respect? Does it apply
to those who have been abandoned or abused? Does our adberence to this
commandment change as we grow older and become independent? Maybe
our questions are urgent and practical: What are my obligations toward
my parents? Do I need to support them financially? Do I need to obey
them even though I'm a full-grown adult? These are some of the questions
we need to ask and answer if we wish to honor God by honoring his
commandment.'

One of the questions that should be explored as a result of these articles is
how the Bible’s teachings on the importance of the parental relationship
and the church as a family (i.e. those who were adopted as sons and
daughters of God through Jesus” atoning work on the cross) combine to
inform the church’s practices for ministering to one another and inviting
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others in. How does honoring one another practically look for the church
today? What implications will that have on a culture that is wired to desire
deep community?

@ How would you explain what it means to honor one’s
father and mother? Do you think that practice still has a
place in today’s society? Why? What is it about honoring
father and mother that makes it likely to be the forgotten
commandment?

@ What similarities do you see between a nuclear family and
a church family? What differences do you readily identify?

Session Summary

In this week’s session, Jesus’ third saying from the cross was an incredible
act of mercy and care. As He prepared for the end of His physical life,

He bound John and His mother together to ensure continued provision
for Mary and guidance for John. This saying from the cross redefined the
connection of family within the context of the body of Christ. Fellowship
with Jesus meant caring for one another like family, across generational
lines.

1. Family in the Fellowship of Christ
(John 19:26-27)

Generally speaking, when tremendous personal crisis befalls someone,

the natural effect is that one’s attention turns inward and focuses intently
on the source and substance of that personal crisis until such a time that

a resolution is discovered. That is what made Jesus’ third saying from the
cross so remarkable. Jesus had undergone crises of every kind leading up to
this moment. Relationally, His closest followers had deserted Him in fear
at His arrest. Physically, He had undergone repeated beatings and lashings.
He had been maligned by the theoretical justice system in a kangaroo
court, accused of treacheries not of His doing, and mocked relentlessly by
those who were, in fact, His own creation. He had been repeatedly, loudly,
and venomously rejected by His own people as they screamed for His
death. All of this had ultimately led to spikes being pounded through His
hands and feet in order to execute Him in the most intentionally torturous
and humiliating way known to humanity. If anyone in the history of
history had a valid reason to be focused on his or her own crisis, Jesus
certainly did.

Amazingly, as the Roman soldiers gambled for His clothing beneath His
cross and onlookers continued to mock Him, Jesus continued to take

care of others. John’s Gospel recorded that Jesus saw Mary, His mother,
standing nearby. He also noticed “the disciple He loved” standing there as
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well. Out of his own humility, John frequently referred to himself through
some moniker similar to “the disciple Jesus loved” instead of using his own
name. Noticing the two, Jesus made a pronouncement that would serve as
a model for His church perpetually.

The pronouncement of Jesus was direct and brief. Literally “here is your
son, here is your mother,” according to D.A. Carson the pronouncement
is “reminiscent of legal adoption formulae, but such formulae would have
been cast in the second person (e.g. ‘You are my sor’). If Jesus was the
breadwinner of the family before He embarked on His public ministry...it
is wonderful to remember that even as He hung dying on a Roman cross,
suffering as the Lamb of God, He took thought of and made provision for
His mother.”

@ How do you respond in seasons of personal crisis? What
impact have your own circumstances had on your service
and care for others in those seasons?

@ Application: What new relationships has your church
involvement produced in your life? What is your role in
those relationships? Who do you have the opportunity to
serve? Who is gaining those “refrigerator rights” in your life?

Peter, James, and John formed a subgroup within the disciples of those who
were particularly close to Jesus. That being said, it would be impossible

to think that John did not know Mary to a certain degree as a result of
traveling with Jesus for three years. Even with that in mind, though, the
relationship that resulted from Jesus” pronouncement advanced through
multiple layers of intimacy instantly. Not only were they to relate to one
another as mother and son going forward, but John actually took Mary into
his home from that day forward.

Interestingly, Jesus’ pronouncement circumvented His brothers’

legal responsibility to provide for their mother. The reason for the
pronouncement was to forge the bond between two followers of Jesus. Their
mutual followship of Jesus was confirmed by their presence at the cross.

2. The Foundational Command
(Matthew 15:1-4)

Jesus noted His concern for the treatment of one’s parents in a debate with
Pharisees and scribes. This was not an unusual occurrence as the Pharisees
and scribes constantly attempted to provoke Jesus into an argument,
seeking to trap Him in His words and erode His growing influence among
the people. At the opening of Matthew 15, the Pharisees demanded that
Jesus explain why His disciples did not wash their hands, thereby breaking



the “tradition of the elders.” The act of washing their hands was more
ritual than hygienic, so the question was over religious custom.

Theologian Leon Morris writes, “Jesus made no attempt to defend

the practice of His disciples. That might well have invited the kind of
argument that the Pharisees loved and in which they excelled....Instead
He went to the root of the matter by drawing their attention to the fact
that sometimes their tradition, which was intended to help people keep the
law of God, could lead them to break that law.” The charge of breaking
God’s law that Jesus leveraged against the Pharisees was not due to their
ignorance of the Law. In fact, their thorough knowledge of the Law

was a contributor to their breaking God’s command. They had made
their own traditions and customs effectively equal in importance to the
commandments of God, blinding them to their own disobedience.

@ Jesus refuted the Pharisaical custom with the fifth
commandment. How should one value man’s customs in
comparison with God’s commands? Why is it critical, then,
to practice Bible engagement?

@ Application: What do you think it means to honor one’s
father and mother? What do you base your answer on?

Verses 3-4 set up a classic rhetorical tool of comparing the authority of
sources. Verse 3 referred to “your tradition,” meaning the practices and
customs that had been passed down through the generations of Jewish
rabbis. Those traditions were interpretations of how to properly observe
God’s Law. In verse 4, Jesus began, “For God said....” The change in
authority would not have been lost on Jesus” hearers. The effect would have
been something like, “Why are you paying attention to what other men
have said when God clearly said....”

3. Moving from Empty Acts to Real Caring
(Matthew 15:5-9)

Jesus contrasted the clear teaching of God with the Pharisees practices of
parental treatment. This group who claimed to be such stalwarts of piety
were shattering the fifth commandment due to their observance of Corban
laws. According to the biblical scholar Craig Blomberg, “The Corban
practice in view was that of pledging money or other material resources to
the temple to be paid upon one’s death. These funds could therefore not
be transferred to anyone else but could still be used for one’s own benefit
while one was still alive. The situation turns ironic in that the Pharisees’
laws prevented compassionate help for others in need, including those,

like parents, to whom one was most obliged.™ In other words, the son was
pledging to the temple anything he would have used to support his parents

Legalistic Obedience

This passage marks the
beginning of a section

of Matthew’s Gospel
that is characterized by
Jesus’ confrontation and
correction of the Jewish
customs for law keeping.
The Jews had developed
rabbinical commentary
that added additional
laws and customs to
God'’s law to ensure that
everyone followed the
laws in the right ways
and utilized correct
practices. Their devotion
to legalistic obedience
had blinded them to their
own arrogance and self-
righteousness with regard
to the Law.
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Familial Care
in the Church

Read Titus 2:1-8. How does
Paul’s letter to the young
pastor, Titus, demonstrate
how the church should
care for and shepherd

one another inter-
generationally?
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in their elderly age. Such was not only acceptable, but celebrated in the
tradition of the elders.

The tradition of the elders had created a loophole in the law of God. So
long as the money for supporting one’s parents was pledged to the temple,
since the money was going to the things of God, that person was viewed
as not having to honor his parents. Needless to say, Jesus was strongly
opposed to such an atrocity. He accused the Pharisees and scribes of
nullifying the word of God. They had become so proficient at following
their own rules that they had cast aside the commands that reflected the
heart of God for His people.

@ The Pharisees excelled at performing the correct religious
activities. As you were growing up, what were some things
that would have appeared on a list of “the right things to
do”? How was that unspoken list enforced?

@ Application: How does Bible engagement help protect
personal and corporate worship?

“Hypocrites” appeared repeatedly in Matthew’s Gospel, usually coming
from the mouth of Jesus toward the scribes and Pharisees. The words from
Isaiah applied by Jesus were strong and direct. They spoke of those who
allege devotion to God through the saying of the right things that would
indicate a heart that is devoted to God. However, there was no substance
in their speech. They were mere performances, rendering their devotion to
God a charade. Indeed, Isaiah wrote, “they worship Me in vain, teaching
as doctrines human commands.”

Conclusion

Marrying the pronouncement of Jesus from the cross, which bound Mary
and John together as mother and son, with the emphasis God’s commands
placed on honoring father and mother leads to a model for how the church
exists. Paul underscored such a precedent in his direction to Titus in

how the congregation he exercised leadership over was to act toward one
another with love and edification. Understanding this biblical model, there
are several points of consideration.

First, even in the face of one’s most difficult season, concern for the lost
must burn deeply. In the midst of absolute agony of every kind, Jesus
continued to advance His mission. Following His example means that,
circumstances withstanding, the church must seek to become the place
where love, care, mercy, and salvation are freely extended to those who
desperately need it. Sometimes expressing that need can come in the
form of inviting others to community with a party. Sometimes it can be



fortifying and edifying someone that is struggling through a particular
hardship. While the needs the church can address change, the mission of
the church remains.

Second, actively look for ways to deepen relationships with others. What
we refer to as “refrigerator rights” do not come about immediately.
However, without intentionally looking for ways to increase vulnerability
and transparency, those honest relationships never come about. It most
likely was not a comfortable adjustment for John to suddenly have a new
mother to care for. That also didn’t matter. Jesus had called them into a
new level of responsibility for one another due to their relationship with
Him. That call to deep relationship has never changed for the church.

Third, everyone has a role in “the family.” In other words, no one is
excluded from the responsibility the church shares to minister, both to one
another and to those outside the church. The job is overwhelming and
impossible for a select group to perform on behalf of everyone else. But
when the load is shared by everyone, the impossible becomes possible, the
isolated become family, and lives are changed.

@ How would you describe the current state of your
relationships right now with regard to their openness and
transparency? How would you like that answer to change
in the next month? Who do you need to begin intentionally
investing in in order for that to happen?

@ When you think of the church as a family that ministers to
one another, how does that change the way you view your
role? What about when you view it as a body that reaches

out to those who are isolated?

@ Considering the model of John and Mary, which of the two
do you most readily identify with right now? Why would you
say so? Are you more comfortable investing in others or do
you feel the need to be nurtured right now? How can you do
both, as Paul indicates in Titus 27

Prayer of Response

Close in prayer asking God to lead our group live as family together
as those united in Christ.

Additional Resources

True Community by Jerry Bridges
Feels Like Home by Lee Eclov
The Gospel by Ray Ortlund
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For Next Week

Session Title
- Why Have You Forsaken Me?

Main Passages
- Matthew 27:46; Mark 15:34 (Hebrews 4:12-16; Psalm 22)

Session Outline
1. The Prayer of Desperation (Matthew 27:46; Mark 15:34; Psalm 22:1)
2. Jesus Knows . . . (Hebrews 4:12-13)
3. Jesus’ Suffering is the Pathway to Hope (Hebrews 4:14-16)

Memorize
26 When _Jesus saw his mother and the disciple he loved standing there, he said
to his mother, “Woman, here is your son.” ¥ Then he said to the disciple, “Here

is your mother.” And from that hour the disciple took her into his home.
- John 19:26-27

Daily Readings
- Monday - 1 Peter 5:10
- Tuesday - Romans 8:18
- Wednesday - Romans 5:3-5
- Thursday - James 1:2-4
- Friday - Revelation 21:4
- Saturday - Romans 8:28



Extended Commentary

John 19:26-27

19:25-27. When taken as a harmony, the four Gospels do not seem
entirely clear on how many women were at the cross. For those wanting to
pursue this matter in detail, Carson has an excellent analysis of the NIV
punctuation that indicates four. Most scholars understand this passage as
a commitment of Mary, Jesus” mother, to John, since Joseph was probably
already dead by this point and Jesus knew that none of his half-brothers
had yet made a commitment to his mission. Perhaps at that point Mary
might have remembered Simeon’s prophecy: “This child is destined to
cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be
spoken against, so that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And
a sword will pierce your own soul too” (Luke 2:34-35).

But the commitment was mutual, and some interpreters have understood
this as a theological statement beyond the boundaries of uniting the two
people perhaps most loved by Jesus on earth. As Boice points out:

It is customary in Catholic theology to see this word as a commending of
John, and through him all Christ’s disciples, to the patronage of Mary. For
example, Bishop Fulton ]. Sheen remarks, “When our Lord spoke of John,
he did not refer to him as John for then he would have been only the son
of Zebedee. Rather, in him all humanity was commended to Mary, who
became the mother of men, not by metaphor, or figure of speech, but by
pangs of birth.” Actually, the opposite was the case. Jesus did not commend
John to Mary, but Mary to John. The real meaning of this episode is that
Jesus was caring for his mother and thus fulfilling the Old Testament
commandment to “honor thy father and thy mother” (Exod. 20:12)
(Boice, James M. The Gospel of John (5 vols.). Grand Rapids: Zondervan
Publishing House, 1977. )°

Matthew 15:1-9

15:1-2 The Mishnah devotes an entire tractate of Jewish law to a discussion
on how the hands should be washed. Good Jews were expected to perform
ritual hand washing before, during, and after each meal. A person would
first pour water over his hands with the fingers pointing up and with the
water reaching the wrist, then he would point the fingers down and pour
the water again, this time allowing the water to drip off the fingers. If

one mixed up this order or poured the water both times with the hands
pointed down or up, the hands were still ritually unclean. Each hand had
to be rubbed with the other, but this could not be done until the other
hand was clean. To neglect the first or third washing was considered a
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serious sin, possibly a deadly one. Such washing was not prescribed by OT
law, but was a tradition passed down to first-century Jews by their elders.
Many teachers gave these human traditions an authority equal to that of
OT commandments.

15:3-4 Jesus taught that the authority of the Scriptures trumps all human
tradition, and he condemned the Pharisees and scribes for valuing human
tradition above Scripture. For the Scripture quote see Ex 20:12; 21:17; Lv
20:9; Dt 5:16.

15:5-6 Jewish law required sons to care for their aging parents. However,
corrupt priests allowed sons who were tired of caring for their parents

to take a vow of corban. This vow dedicated to God and the Jerusalem
temple the resources they would otherwise have used to support

their parents. Since one’s obligation to God truly outweighs all other
obligations, the priests taught that such a maneuver was righteous. Jesus
strongly condemned it, however.

15:7-9 For the Scripture see Is 29:13 (LXX).

15:10-12 'The laws regarding purification of the hands were concerned with
ritual purity, not sanitation. After all, Jewish law permitted the water to be
drawn from vessels made of cow manure. Further, it permitted the water
to be so filthy that cattle refused to drink it (m. Ta‘an. 1). Jesus argued that
food consumed with unpurified hands does not spiritually defile a person.
The words that proceed from the mouth defile a person because they show
the sinful condition of the heart (v. 18). That the Pharisees took offense at
Jesus’s teaching suggests that they understood that he was referring to their
hypocritical speech, which honored God even as their hearts refused to
worship him (v v. 8-9).

15:13 Based on texts like Is 60:21 and 61:3, first-century Jews described
themselves as the “plant of the Lord.” Every plant that my heavenly Father
didn’t plant represents national Jews who neither understood nor practiced
true righteousness. Like the weeds in the parable of Mt 13:24-30, these
imposters would be uprooted and destroyed.

15:14 Jewish teachers like the Pharisees and scribes prided themselves on
being guides for the blind (Rm 2:19). In ironic reversal, Jesus claimed the
guides themselves were blind.

15:15-20 Jesus taught that the human heart is innately corrupt, but he
also described his followers as “pure in heart” (5:8). From this we conclude
that following Jesus results in a transformation of the heart that greatly
diminishes our love of sin.®
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Journal. He has been an adjunct professor at Trinity Evangelical Divinity School for over ten years,
currently teaching pastoral counseling. Lee is a native of South Dakota and the product of a rural
church. He and his wife Susan have been married for nearly 40 years and have one son, Anders.

Ray Ortlund (The Gospel)

Raymond C. Ortlund Jr. is the pastor to pastors at Immanuel Church in Nashville, Tennessee. He is the
author of several books, including the Preaching the Word commentary on Isaiah and Marriage and the
Mystery of the Gospel, as well as a contributor to the ESV Study Bible. He and his wife, Jani, have four
children.
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