Session 5

WHERE IS YOUR

TREASURE?
Matthew 6:19-24

Memory Verse

“No one can serve two masters, since either he will hate one and love the other,
or he will be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God

and money.”

— MATTHEW 6:24, CSB
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Session

Where is Your Treasure?

THEOLOGICAL THEME: Jesus exhorted His listeners to labor

toward things of eternal value, not temporal; to hold loosely to the things
of this world that are passing away; and to choose whom they would serve.

Imagine a distant cousin who contacts you and asks you to come over to his home
as soon as possible. When you arrive he explains that it’s time he put his affairs in
order. He doesn’t have any children, and so he has decided to leave his fortune to
you—every bit of it. You can hardly believe what you are hearing. You immediately
begin thinking about what debts you can pay off;, and what vacations you can take
your family on.

He tells you that he has been saving for decades and leads you down into his
basement and opens the door. “It’s all yours!” he proclaims. You can’t believe your
eyes as you look upon milk cartons, newspapers, and plastic grocery bags stacked
almost to the ceiling,

Even though a man may have an abundance of it, trash is still trash. Amassing
worthless goods doesn’t convert them to something of value. What makes a man
rich? A worldly person counts himself rich when he has stored up for himself

money, stocks, properties, and businesses. A child collects marbles, rocks, bugs,

and toys because these things suit his maturity and childish desires. Christians,
however, count themselves rich when they have God for their portion, Christ as their
advocate, and the Spirit as their helper.
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In Matthew 6:19-24, Jesus taught His followers to adopt an accurate scale to weigh the
value of things. He called His disciples to understand that the treasure of those whose
only hope is found on earth is susceptible to rust and moth. Christians must audit their
storehouses and examine whether or not they have been accurate with their accounting. In
other words, does your life and what you are laboring toward really matter?

@ What comes to mind when you think of a person as being rich?

@ Would you consider yourself rich? Why or why not?

Session Summary

As we continue our study of the Sermon on the Mount, we would do well to remember
that Jesus accomplished two goals with one sermon. First and foremost He spoke to His
disciples, those who loved and trusted Him. He encouraged them to remember their
future hope and blessed present as they sought to walk in obedience to the Word of God
while clinging to Christ. Christ also taught to others who were listening to the sermon but
were not trusting in Him. For this group, the Sermon held a mirror up so that they might
see their great need for God.

In this section, Jesus described the orientation of the heart of the Christian. The heart in
this sense describes a person’s devotion, loyalty, and affection. Jesus exposed the hearts of
His hearers through a series of contrasts.

1. The Treasure (Matt. 6:19-21)

In this first section, Christ contrasts two kinds of treasure. The commands He gave were
actually the positive and negative of the same command. In verse 19, we read, “Don’t store
up,” and then in verse 20, “But store up.” Christians are called to produce fruit while they
sojourn in this foreign land. When God rescues a lost soul, His purposes go beyond saving
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him or her from the penalty of sin and eternity in hell. God’s great rescue of sinners
is the starting point of a life of joyful service to the King until death. That’s why Paul
told the Ephesians that they were created in Christ Jesus for good works (Eph. 2:10).

Christian’s aren’t to be idle or lazy, but are called to labor faithfully. Followers of
Christ now live for the pleasure and will of the one true and living God. Their work
is different from the work of the world, however, because their labor is rooted in the
glorious gospel of Jesus Christ. They don’t labor under the cloud of the curse, but

in the power of the Spirit with full assurance that all of their work done in faith,
according to the Scriptures, will be fruitful in its time.

Jesus commanded His followers to labor for treasure. Christians who aren’t storing
up eternal treasure are being disobedient. Furthermore, Christians who are storing
up treasure for themselves here on earth are also breaking the commands of Christ.
Christians aren’t called to simply work for work’s sake, but they are to labor for
eternal treasure. This is the kind of treasure that is stored up in heaven where neither
moth nor rust destroys.

@ Even if we know this truth that Jesus taught, why are we

often tempted to labor for earthly treasure that will not last?
What are some specific examples of earthly treasure that
threaten to lure you away from laboring for eternal treasure
in heaven?

@ What are some ways that Christians labor for treasure that is

in heaven? Why is it important to remember that Christians
never labor to gain heaven, but as those already secure in
Christ?
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g Application: Does your life give greater evidence that you
labor for earthly treasure or heavenly treasure? How is God
calling you to respond to this realization?

Does this seem stifling to you? Does it seem constrictive that Christians are not free
to labor to whatever end they desire? If this truth is a bitter pill to try to choke down,
it is because of one of two possible reasons. First, as a person grows in the faith,

he or she will often kick against the goads until such a time that they are brought
under more fuller lordship of their God. When we are children, it takes time and
experience to grow into adulthoold. Likewise, we grow into spiritual adulthood as we
move further in submission to Christ by the power of His Spirit.

The second option is that, despite what a person may believe about his or herself,
they are not actually a Christian. We ought to examine ourselves to see if we are
in the faith. A person who has no interest in submitting to God’s purposes in their
lives and continues with no repentance or desire to obey God’s Word can have no
assurance of salvation, regardless of what they claim to believe.

Christians labor for that which God determines is valuable, not what the world
pursues. We can discover what God finds valuable and how we are to go about
storing those things up by living in accordance with His Word. The good works that
we are called to are plainly laid out in the Scriptures. An excellent place to start is

by looking at the commands and commissions of Christ. Jesus told His followers to
repent and believe the gospel (Mark 1:15), be baptized (Matt. 28:19), participate in
the Lord’s Supper (Luke 22:19-20), pray (Matt. 6:9), give (Matt. 23:23-24), love God
and neighbor (Matt. 22:37-40), and teach others to obey the words of Christ (Matt.
28:19-20) to name a few.

2. The Eye (Matt. 6:22-23)

In this section, we find a rather confusing teaching of Christ. Because this teaching
was grounded in cultural idioms that have not been passed along to us, we need to
dig a bit deeper to get at the intention of Christ. In ancient Israel, the idea of having
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a healthy eye was a reference to someone who was generous. A person who was generous
and not stingy was full of light. The person who hoarded his goods was full of darkness.

@ What does generosity have to do with storing up treasures in
heaven? How are these two sections connected?

When Christians labor to store up treasures in heaven, they aren’t holding too tightly
to the treasures of this world. Though followers of Jesus may be entrusted with many
temporal resources to steward, they don’t horde these things for their own good and
glory, giving no thought to what God—the actual owner—may have in mind.

A person who is primarily concerned with obeying the Scriptures to honor God and
store up treasures in heaven will have more to share with those in need because he is not
fretting over storing up treasures on earth.

@ What motivates Christians to give of their material resources
freely and sacrificially for the work of the ministry and for the
good of their neighbors?

g Application: How have you found a connection in your life

between the amount you value treasure in heaven and the
amount you are willing to give of your earthly possessions? How
might you seek to assess this in your own life?

Some people give money to atone for their sins. This, however, is a failing effort because the
forgiveness of God isn't for sale. God’s judgment against sin cannot be placated with money.
Only the perfect and sufficient sacrifice of God the Son can pay for sin. Nothing else.
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Contrary to this way of giving, followers of Jesus hold loosely to material things
because the mercies of God lead to a generous heart. Christians honor the Lord with
their devotion, love, and obedience. Furthermore, that devotion, love, and obedience
translate into kindness, love, and generosity toward their neighbors.

3. The Servant (Matt. 6:24)

In verse 24, Jesus summed up the point of these teachings. People can only serve one
master, and it is only fitting for Christians to serve God as their Master.

Jesus’ point regarding money would have been very clear to the ancient Israelite ear up
until this point. Yet, if there were any who were still confused about His point, Jesus
directly said that they must either serve God or money, but they couldn’t serve both.

Christians are unable to serve both God and money because they will hate one and
love the other. They will despise one and be devoted to the other. In other words, the
human heart isn’t designed to worship in two distinct directions at the same time. The
worship God demands is characterized by whole-hearted devotion.

@ What are some ways a person might seek to serve both God
and money? How have you been tempted by this personally?

g Does this mean that money is evil? Was Jesus prohibiting
Christians from having anything to do with money or to treat
it as a necessary evil? Explain.

@ Application: How might you rightly evaluate whether you are
serving God or money (or any other idol) in your life? What
needs to change in your life that you might serve God alone?
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Money is the root of all sorts of evil (1 Tim. 6:10), but it isn’t evil in and of itself.
Money is a product of functioning human societies and can be used for many
kingdom-advancing purposes. Money also serves to ferret out the facts about one’s
heart. In these verses, Jesus made it clear that there is a proper place for money, but
it isn’t on the throne of one’s heart. The Christian should see money as belonging
to God; people are simply stewards of it. Since all money belongs to God it is to be
stewarded according to His purposes and will.

The human soul wasn’t crafted to cling to money or any other created thing, even
though these things often give the appearance of peace and protection. The human
soul is meant to adore, praise, exalt, rejoice in, cling to, trust in, and love the one true
and living God in Christ and nothing else. When a person’s affections and devotion
are fully oriented toward the Triune God, then all other issues of life fall into place.
Evidence for Jesus’ main point in this passage has been given throughout human
history; no one can serve both God and money.

Conclusion

No one envies the man who feasts on lobster tail, filet mignon, or some other
delicacy when that meal is provided as his last before taking his seat in the
electric chair. Nor is anyone jealous of the mirth and laughter of a man dancing
below the gallows. The coming end of life overshadows any pleasure experienced
in these instances.

Likewise, Christians shouldn’t envy the unpardoned sinner, recognizing that all
comforts of this life will one day come to an end. The person whose sins have
been forgiven stores up treasures for herself in heaven. She doesn’t hold tightly to
the things of this world because they are passing away. Christians know that only
one Master is worthy of undivided devotion, and they will live before the face of
God with thanksgiving, repentance, love, fear, and joy. They will seek to live a
life rendering worship to the one true and living God.
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g What is your greatest treasure? What would those

who observe your daily life say is your treasure? What
possessions do you have that you are simply unwilling to let
go of? Is there anything that you might be holding onto with
too tight of a fist?

@ How does your relationship to the things of this world impact
your willingness to give to God and others?

@ How might it impact the world if Christians were to hold the

things of the world loosely, trusting that they will receive an
eternal treasure in heaven? How might this impact our local
community if we lived this way?

CHRIST CONNECTION: Those whom God has rescued from sin,
death, and emptiness live a new life before the face of God through Christ.

MISSIONAL APPLICATION: When Christians seek the kind of

treasure that endures into eternity, hold loosely to the things of this world,
and serve the one true and living God with an undivided heart, then they
beautifully display the gospel of Jesus Christ to others.
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FOR NEXT WEEK

Your First Priority

Main Passages
- Matthew 6:25-34

Session Outline

1. Consider His Word (Matt. 6:25a, 31)
2. Think About Eternity (Matt. 6:25b, 32-33a)
3. Reflect Upon His Work (Matt. 6:26-30, 33b-34)

Memorize

“No one can serve two masters, since either he will hate one and love the
other, or he will be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve
both God and money.”

- Matthew 6:24, CSB

Daily Readings
- Monday - Philippians 4:6-7
- Tuesday - 1 Peter 5:6-7
- Wednesday - 2 Timothy 1:7
- Thursday - Psalm 55:22
- Friday - Isaiah 41:10
- Saturday - Matthew 11:28-30
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