No Turning Back

Summary and Goal

Luke described Jesus as “determined” to fulfill the mission of the cross despite the danger
He faced, so He “set his face” toward Jerusalem. Jesus was willing to be misunderstood and
give up earthly comforts in order to be obedient to the will of the Father. For Jesus, there

was no turning back. For His disciples, He issued a dangerous but life-changing invitation:
Follow Me.

Main Passages
Luke 9:51-62

Session Outline

1. Toward Jerusalem (Luke 9:51-56)

2. Follow Me (Luke 9:57-59)

3. Fit for the Kingdom (Luke 9:60-62)

Theological Theme

From the moment of Jesus’ miraculous conception He was going toward Jerusalem,

specifically Golgotha and the cross.

Christ Connection

Jesus’ acts of healing and teaching are important, but they are side notes to His march
toward Jerusalem. There He would bear the wrath of God in the stead of ruined sinners, so
that all those who look to Him with faith and repentance might be saved.

Missional Application
Jesus told His disciples, “As the Father has sent me, I also send you” (John 20:21). Jesus
called His followers to “Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them

in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe/

everything I have commanded you” (Matt. 28:19-20).
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DxD This Week

For the Leader

Pre-enlist someone to share about a Gospel Conversation they have recently
had. Ask for a show of hands of those who have had a Gospel Conversation

in the last month. (Please complete the question on the role sheet with this
number.)

Date of My Bible Study:




Session Plan

No Turning Back

? Ice Breaker

What are some of the
funniest memories of
playing “Simon Says”
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Introduction
Do you consider yourself a needy person or a self-sufficient
person? Explain.

What are some things that you are unable to provide for
yourself without utilizing outside sources?

Nothing is independent. Let’s use plants as an example. Plants must have
sunlight to grow. A huge star shines its light on our little earth, and living
organisms called plants take the light and turn it into food. There is a
lesson there for Christians. Plants are totally dependent upon something
that is completely outside of their selves and completely outside of their
control. The plants have absolutely no say in what the sun will do today,
but they are one hundred percent dependent upon it.

Christians are dependent upon God. Christians are especially dependent
upon the work of God in their lives to save them and keep them. Today
we will consider not only the saving work of Christ, but also His directing
of our lives.

1. Toward Jerusalem (Luke 9:51-56)

Jesus set His face toward Jerusalem because He knew that it was there that
He would fulfill the mission for which He had been sent. Though His
disciples still didn’t understand (even though He had told them plainly),
Jesus had no doubts about where His supreme work was to take place.

@ Why must we always keep the cross of Christ in our sights
in the same way that Jesus did? What problems are
presented if we make other things such as Jesus’ acts of
mercy and healing our primary focus?

g What makes Jesus’ work on the cross so special?

Q Application: Do you value and rejoice in Jesus’ work on the
cross on your behalf above all? Do you see Christ primarily
as the one who provides for temporal needs today or the
one who has made provision for your soul for eternity?



2. Follow Me (Luke 9:57-59)

Christians should be the most grateful, humble, and generous people on
earth. They were dead in their sins and trespasses, and the God of the
universe intervened on their behalf. Jesus Christ, God in flesh, suffered
upon a tree in their stead. His suffering was terrible. The crown of thorns
pierced His brow. The nails tore open His hands and feet. The spear
penetrated his side. But that suffering was surely light in comparison with
the unfathomable wrath of God the Father that He bore for sinners.

@ What was the command that Christ uttered in this
passage? What is your response to this command of Jesus?

@ What did Jesus mean by this command? What does it
mean for Christians today?

@ Application: Have you submitted yourself to the authority of
Christ? Where is He calling you to do this further?

3. Fit for the Kingdom (Luke 9:60-62)

This story about Jesus calling people to follow Him has a jarring ending. A
person said that they were going to follow Christ, but first they needed to
say goodbye to their household. Jesus responded by saying, “No one who
puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.”

@ Was Jesus saying that we have to work to earn our way into
heaven? What did He mean with this statement?

@ How does one become “fit” for heaven?

@ Application: Are you in Christ? Where is He calling you to
respond to Him today?

Conclusion
@ What does Jesus’ suffering at Calvary have to do with you
? ' 2 .
today? Why does it matter: ? Closmg
@ How do you look to the Word of God for commands? How Have each person silently
) o , pray by name for their
do you desire to be led, limited, and corrected by God’s friend or neighbor who has
Word? yet to follow Christ. We will
come back to this on March
28th

@ If you are in Christ, how has He called you to follow Him by
having gospel conversations with those who are far from
Him?
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Expanded Session Content

Introduction
@ Do you consider yourself a needy person or a self-sufficient
person? Explain.

@ What are some things that you are unable to provide for
yourself without utilizing outside sources?

Nothing is independent. Let’s use plants as an example. Plants must have
sunlight to grow. A huge star shines its light on our little earth, and living
organisms called plants take the light and turn it into food. There is a
lesson there for Christians. Plants are totally dependent upon something
that is completely outside of their selves and completely outside of their
control. The plants have absolutely no say in what the sun will do today,
but they are one hundred percent dependent upon it.

The fact of the matter is that people depend on outside sources to supply
their needs. We are needy creatures, and unless we get help from outside of
ourselves, we are doomed. Think about it. The very air you are breathing
isn’t produced by you. We have to depend on this planet’s atmosphere to
provide the right gas in order to breathe and be alive.

God, on the other hand, needs nothing. He is completely self-sufhcient.
He isn’t dependent on anything outside of His own being. Furthermore,
God is not only self-sufficient, He is able to provide for His creation. We
must understand that we find ourselves in a very vulnerable position:
extremely needy, but dependent on a completely powerful and trustworthy
help—God Himself. In our lesson today, we will discuss what it means to

bring our needs before God the Father.

Christians are dependent upon God. Christians are especially dependent
upon the work of God in their lives to save them and keep them. Today
we will consider not only the saving work of Christ, but also His directing
of our lives.



Session Summary

The Christian’s faith may be aided in three specific ways upon careful
analysis of faith in this passage. First, Christians are reminded that Jesus’
mission on earth was to get to the cross in order to serve as an atoning
sacrifice. A reminder of the gospel should always be like a refreshing drink
of water in the desert. Secondly, a Christian’s faith is spurred on by Jesus’
command to His disciples to follow Him. The authority and command of
Christ strengthens the faith and resolve of those who have been redeemed
by Him. Finally, Christians are helped by Jesus’ warning about turning
back from following Him. Those who have been truly born again will hear
those words and tremble, and they will surely endure to the end.

1. Toward Jerusalem (Luke 9:51-56)

Jesus set His face toward Jerusalem because He knew that it was there that
He would fulfill the mission for which He had been sent. Though His
disciples still didn’t understand (even though He had told them plainly),

Jesus had no doubts about where His supreme work was to take place.

@ Why must we always keep the cross of Christ in our sights
in the same way that Jesus did? What problems are
presented if we make other things such as Jesus’ acts of
mercy and healing our primary focus?

Jesus’ miraculous works mean nothing apart from His work on the cross.
Furthermore, if those acts were completely deleted from the earthly
ministry of Jesus, the hope and faith of Christians would not be changed
or diminished in the slightest. Yet, if one removes the work of Christ on
the cross, then all of Christianity collapses.

Jesus did do many amazing, compassionate, and awesome works before
He went to the cross. He multiplied food to feed thousands, made the
blind see, caused the lame to walk, calmed a raging storm, walked across
water, and raised the dead to name a few of His astounding works. These
works, however, were garnishes to His supreme work. Those acts were
signs that proved His identity (God in flesh). They were the opening act to
the glorious work of the cross.

@ What makes Jesus’ work on the cross so special?

The reason that Jesus’ work on the cross was special and superior is because
it was absolutely necessary and its ramifications were eternal. The other
works that Jesus did, as amazing and wonderful as they were, did not deal
with the fundamental human problem. All people are born in a state of
sin and misery, and without divine intervention they will spend eternity in
a state of sin and misery. Jesus’ work on the cross was the only remedy for
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the sinful state of man. The cross was special because it was unique in its
ability to deal with human sin. No other act before or after the cross meets
the requirements for the salvation of corrupted sinners. It was absolutely
necessary.

Furthermore, the ramifications of the cross of Christ are eternal. When
Jesus turned the water into wine, it was truly amazing. The results of
that work, however, were temporary. That wine is gone. The wedding is
over. That village is no more. The family has passed away. When Jesus
fed the 5,000, the people were amazed and satisfied. Their satisfaction,
however, didn’t last. They became hungry again. Now, contrast that with
the work of the cross. Jesus’ shed blood on behalf of sinners results in the
justification, adoption, sanctification, and glorification of sinners. Those
states of being will go on for eternity. The benefits of the cross of Christ are
forever. Souls are satisfied at Calvary, and they will never hunger or thirst
again.

@ Application: Do you value and rejoice in Jesus’ work on the
cross on your behalf above all? Do you see Christ primarily
as the one who provides for temporal needs today or the
one who has made provision for your soul for eternity?

2. Follow Me (Luke 9:57-59)

Christians should be the most grateful, humble, and generous people on
carth. They were dead in their sins and trespasses, and the God of the
universe intervened on their behalf. Jesus Christ, God in flesh, suffered
upon a tree in their stead. His suffering was terrible. The crown of thorns
pierced His brow. The nails tore open His hands and feet. The spear
penetrated his side. But that suffering was surely light in comparison with
the unfathomable wrath of God the Father that He bore for sinners.

Christians have nothing to boast about except for the work of Christ on
their behalf. Their boasting in Christ turns to praise and adoration. And
praise and adoration, when it is fully formed, turns to obedience.

What was the command that Christ uttered in this
passage? What is your response to this command of Jesus?

An integral part of the American spirit and Western civilization in general
is independence and autonomy. Our society values liberty and self-rule.
Thus, we tend to look at authorities with some suspicion, and we can
view commands as a threat. This way of living does have its benefits in
maintaining a free society by keeping the power of government in check.
However, King Jesus and the kingdom of God are not the same thing as
our earthly citizenship. Christians who approach the kingdom of God
with the idea that they have the liberty to rule their own lives and need to



limit the power of God in their lives have not truly understood the nature

of God and the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Those who have been redeemed by Christ joyfully and fully submit
themselves to Christ the King. They understand that the one true and
living God is both mighty and good. Those who truly know and love
God respond to His commands with ready and humble obedience. John
wrote, “For this is what love for God is: to keep his commands. And his
commands are not a burden” (1 John 5:3). The psalmist wrote that God’s
laws were perfect and that they refreshed his soul (Ps. 19:7).

What did Jesus mean by this command? What does it
mean for Christians today?

The commands of the Lord are a joy to the children of God. Even the

Old Testament law is precious to those who are in Christ. Though they
are no longer under the law, it does give them clarity about how to live in
such a way that is pleasing to their heavenly Father. The command in this
passage is different than the Old Testament laws. It is also different than
the commands that we see in the New Testament. It doesn't fit perfectly in
either group because it was uttered after the coming of Christ, but before
His atoning work on the cross. So, what should we make of it?

The command is simple enough. Jesus said, “Follow me,” to a man who
had just pledged to follow Him wherever He went. It is likely that this
man had witnessed some of Jesus” miraculous works. Jesus explained that
He had nothing of this world to offer, but to follow anyway.

The first thing we must recognize is that Jesus spoke those particular
words to a particular person, and that we ought not apply them directly to
anyone else. As we study Scripture we must be careful to get the meaning
of the original author by considering the context, discern the universal
principles, and check those principles against the full counsel of God.
Once we have taken those steps, then we are ready to apply the text to
today.

Remember, Luke wrote this account in order to give his readers certainty
about the testimony of Christ. So, first, we should recognize that Jesus did
call people to follow Him, and to do it sacrificially. Next, we should note,
based on the incredible acts that Luke also recorded, that Jesus Christ

is worth following. But how can we follow Christ today? Those who are
Christians cannot follow Jesus Christ in flesh walking on the earth, but
they are certainly called to follow Him: “For you were called to this,
because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you
should follow in his steps” (1 Pet. 2:21).
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No One Who
Puts His Hand
to the Plow and
Looks Back...

Puts his hand to the plow
and looks back means
looking over your shoulder
while plowing, making

it impossible to plow a
straight furrow. Christians
cannot follow Christ by
looking back. We must
focus on serving him as
we move ahead at his
command.
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To follow Christ means two primary things. First, Christians follow
Christ by trusting in Him as the Savior of their souls. Second, they follow
Christ by walking in accordance with the Word of Christ: “Let the word
of Christ dwell richly among you” (Col. 3:16).

Application: Have you submitted yourself to the authority of
Christ? Where is He calling you to do this further?

3. Fit for the Kingdom (Luke 9:60-62)

This story about Jesus calling people to follow Him has a jarring ending. A
person said that they were going to follow Christ, but first they needed to
say goodbye to their household. Jesus responded by saying, “No one who
puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.”

Was Jesus saying that we have to work to earn our way into
heaven? What did He mean with this statement?

Jesus’ answer to that person seems harsh, unkind even. The truth is, Jesus
was telling this man the truth, and we can be assured that He said it with
the right tone and body language. Furthermore, we must remember that
just because something is uncomfortable or offensive doesn’t mean it is
wrong. We may very well need to be offended in order to understand the
truth.

Jesus was not saying that a person must follow Him without ever faltering
or sinning in order to one day enter heaven. Rather, Christ was pointing to
the fact that those who are redeemed by Christ will be totally transformed,
and the new trajectory of their life will be one of following Christ. There
will be many who profess the name of Christ, join churches, submit

to baptism, and even preach God’s Word, but they will fall away. John
explained why some put their hand to the plow, but later turn back: “They
went out from us, but they did not belong to us; for if they had belonged
to us, they would have remained with us. However, they went out so that
it might be made clear that none of them belongs to us” (1 John 2:19).

@ How does one become “fit” for heaven?

If we don’t read carefully and compare this text with the whole counsel of
God we might make the mistake of thinking that Jesus was saying that it
is the faithful plowing that makes one fit for heaven. In other words, some
might look at this passage and conclude that Jesus meant that if a person
remains faithful to Christ their whole life, then their faithfulness will
make them fit for heaven. But this was not what Christ was saying. Jesus
was explaining that those who have hearts fit for heaven won'’t turn back
after taking up the plow. Or, in other words, those who faithfully stay at



the plow are the ones whose hearts are fit for heaven. The extraction of the
sword in the stone didn’t make a man King Arthur. Rather, the pulling of
the sword made it clear the identity of the man.

The Bible says that those who are in Christ have been made fit for heaven.
They are a new creation; they are born again (2 Cor. 5:17; John 3). A
person who is dead in their sins is made fit for heaven when they hear the
gospel of Jesus Christ and respond with repentance and faith.

Application: Are you in Christ? Where is He calling you to
respond to Him today?

Conclusion

Jesus is the Savior of the world. His whole life was directed toward the
great suffering that He would undergo at Calvary in the stead of ruined
sinners. Christ calls those who have trusted in Him to love, worship, and
obey Him. Those who are in Christ follow Him and they don’t turn back.
Those who are truly born again are kept by God, and their fruit will reveal
their true identity.

@ What does Jesus’ suffering at Calvary have to do with you

? ' 2 .
today? Why does it matter: ? Closmg
How do you look to the Word of God for commands? How Have each person silently
. o , pray by name for their

do you desire to be led, limited, and corrected by God’s friend or neighbor who has

Word? yet to follow Christ. We will
come back to this on March
28th

@ If you are in Christ, how has He called you to follow Him by
having gospel conversations with those who are far from
Him?

Prayer of Response

Pray for your fellow church members to rejoice in Christ’s faithful
fulfillment of His mission on earth. Ask the Lord to give our church
fresh joy in the gospel and the discipline to continue to keep the
gospel of Jesus Christ at the center of all that we do.

Additional Resources

Follow Me by David Platt
Luke 6-10 by John MacArthur
Luke by R.C. Sproul
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For Next Week

Session Title
- The Rich Young Ruler

Main Passages
- Luke 18:18-34

Session Outline
1. A Ciritical Question (Luke 18:18-20)
2. 'The Ruler’s Confidence and Christ’s Scalpel (Luke 18:21-22)
3. 'The Rich Ruler’s Sadness (Luke 18:23-34)

Memorize

38 Jesus told him, “Foxes have dens, and birds of the sky have nests, but
the Son of Man has no place to lay his head.” > Then he said to another,
“Follow me.”

- Luke 9:51-62

Daily Readings
- Monday - Luke 9:1-6
- Tuesday - Luke 9:10-17
- Wednesday - Luke 9:18-27
- Thursday - Luke 9:28-36
- Friday - Luke 9:46-48
- Saturday - Luke 9:51-62



Historical Context of Luke

Purpose

The Gospel of Luke is a carefully researched (1:3), selective presentation of the person and

life of Jesus Christ, designed to strengthen the faith of believers (1:3—4) and to challenge the
misconceptions of unbelievers, especially those from a Greek background. Its portrait of Jesus is
well balanced, skillfully emphasizing his divinity and perfect humanity.

Author

‘The author of the Third Gospel is not named. Considerable evidence points to Luke as its author.
Much of that proof is found in the book of Acts, which identifies itself as a sequel to Luke (Ac
1:1-3). A major line of evidence has to do with the so-called “we” sections of the book (Ac 16:10—
17; 20:5-15; 21:1-18; 27:1-37; 28:1-16). Most of Acts is narrated in third-person plural (“they,”
“them”), but some later sections having to do with the ministry of the apostle Paul unexpectedly
shift to first-person plural (“we,” “us”). This indicates that the author had joined the apostle

Paul for the events recorded in those passages. Since there are no “we” passages in the Gospel of
Luke, that fits with the author stating that he used eyewitness testimony to the life of Jesus (1:2),

indicating he was not such an eyewitness himself.

Since Luke wrote both the Third Gospel and the book of Acts (Ac 1:1-3), it is relevant to consider
the dating of both books together. The events at the end of Acts occurred around AD 62—63. That
is the earliest point at which Acts could have been written. If Acts was written in the early AD 60s
from Rome, where Paul was imprisoned for two years (Ac 28:30), the Third Gospel could date
from an earlier stage of that period of imprisonment. The other reasonable possibility is during
Paul’s earlier two-year imprisonment in Caesarea (Ac 24:27). From that location, Luke would have
been able to travel and interview the eyewitnesses to Jesus’s life and ministry who were still alive.

Setting

Traditionally, the Gospel of Luke is believed to have been written after both Matthew and Mark.
Those who date Matthew and Mark in the AD 60s or 70s have tended to push the dating of Luke
back to the AD 70s or 80s.

Special Features

The Gospel of Luke is the longest book in the New Testament. Focusing on the life and ministry
of Jesus Christ, this Gospel is part one of a two-part history, the book of Acts being part two. Both
were dedicated to “most honorable Theophilus” (Lk 1:3; Ac 1:1).
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Extended Commentary

Luke 9:51-62

9:51. Here the center of Luke’s Gospel begins—TJesus’ exodus from this world. The road to
Jerusalem and Calvary dominates everything Luke wants to say and teach. Jesus, having shown
his openness to all people who would commit themselves to his work, now turned to Jerusalem
to complete his work through the predicted betrayal, death, and resurrection. Luke notes that his
ultimate destiny is to be taken to heaven (see Acts 1:2, 11, 22; 2:1), but Christ’s road to heaven
led through Golgotha, Calvary, and the open tomb.

9:52-53. Crowds did not gather for Jesus everywhere. Racial prejudice met him in Samaria. They
refused hospitality to anyone who was headed for Jerusalem. Josephus even tells us of an incident
later in the first century when Samaritans massacred Jewish pilgrims, causing such unrest that
the Romans removed Herod Antipas from office.

Just as people of Nazareth expressed prejudice against the hometown boy when Jesus opened his
ministry (4:16-30), so the Samaritans expressed opposition as Jesus closed his public ministry
and turned to Jerusalem. The disciples must learn from the Master that commitment to the
mission brings rejection from some people.

9:54. Prejudice and revenge grabbed the disciples. “We will do unto them as they did unto us.
Let us show how much power we have. Jesus, remember Eljjah called fire down from heaven on
the army units of the king of Samaria (2 Kgs. 1). We just saw you with Elijah on the Mount of
Transfiguration. Show us you have as much power as he had.”

9:55-56. The Son of Man had not yet come in judgment. It was not time for such radical action.
The disciples had not yet learned how to concentrate on the mission of preaching the kingdom
and healing the sick. They had not learned to depend on God to empower their mission. They
had not learned to love all people as Jesus did. So Jesus rebuked the judgmental disciples (cf.
18:15), just as he had rebuked demons and cast them out (4:35, 41; 9:42), just as he had rebuked
fevers and caused them to leave the sick (4:39), just as he had rebuked natural forces and brought
the wind to a standstill (8:24). With the same language he had admonished the disciples not

to tell anyone that he was the Christ (9:21). (For other Lukan uses of the Gr. word epitimao,
“rebuke,” see 17:3; 18:15, 39; and the thieves on the cross in 23:40.)

Jesus had told the disciples before they went on mission that some villages would reject them. He
told them to kick the dust off their feet and go on. He followed his own instructions, moving on
to the next village on the way to Jerusalem and Calvary.

9:57. Commitment in words often appears to be just what Jesus ordered. Any commitment in
words calls for further examination. Have you counted the cost? Do you realize what you are
setting yourself up for? Are you ready to cut past ties and depend absolutely on the commitment
to God in the future? What do you really mean when you say I will follow you wherever you
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go? Are you following to see miracles, be where the action is, and gain God’s blessings? Or are you
following because you are devoted to the mission and ready to take up the cross?

9:58. Jesus knew the cost. He did not have a resting place as secure as the fox’s den or the bird’s
nest. He owned nothing and had no assurance of a place to sleep. Is that what you are ready to
commit yourself to—TJesus” dedication to the Father’s mission? Is it your dedication to preaching

the kingdom and healing the sick?

9:59-60. In verse 57 a man declared his commitment to Christ, and Jesus told him what this
commitment meant. Here Jesus initiated the action, inviting the man to follow as he had invited
his original disciples (see 5:27). This man hesitated. He had parents who were dependent on him.
He would follow after they died, and he could bury them. He would commit the uncertain future
but not the present concrete moment.

Jesus’ answer shocked the man. You are not responsible for the dead, but for the living. People with
no commitment to me—people dead spiritually—can bury those who die physically. Leave the
burying task to them. Commitment to me takes precedence over all commitments that earthly
traditions would place on you. Yes, caring for parents in their final days is important. But you are
not the only one who can do that. You are the only one who can answer the call Jesus gives you.
When he calls, you must answer here and now and follow immediately wherever he leads even
when it means leaving very dear and important tasks and people behind. The kingdom of God is
more important even than family obligations. Come! Follow! Now!

9:61-62. Another man declared, “I will not be long. I am not looking as far into the future as that
man was. | just want to run home a minute, let Mom and Dad know where I am going, and then
I will come follow you.”

Again, Jesus” answer shocks. The job is now. The harvest is ripe. Do not start to work and then
find something else with more importance, even if for a minute. The call to follow is a call to
follow without excuse, without delay. Come. Follow. Now. Once you answer the call, you have a
permanent job. No looking back.'

References

1. Butler, Trent C., and Max Anders. Luke. Holman New Testament Commentary. Nashville, TN:

Broadman & Holman Publishers, 2000.

Session 1

14



15

Author Bio

Trent Butler (Luke)

Trent C. Butler is a freelance author and editor. He served ten years on the faculty of the International
Baptist Theological Seminary in Ruschilkon, Switzerland, and for twenty-two years as editor and
editorial director for Holman Bible Publishers and LifeWay. He wrote the Word Biblical Commentary
volume on Joshua, the Layman s Bible Book Commentary on Isaiah, the Holman Old Testament
Commentaries on Isaiah and Hosea through Micah, and the Holman New Testament Commentary
on Luke. He served on the editorial Board of the Holman Christian Standard Bible, and edited the
Holman Bible Dictionary. Dr. Butler has a Ph.D. in biblical studies and linguistics from Vanderbilt
University, has done further study at Heidelberg and Zurich, and has participated in the excavation of
Beersheba.

Max Anders (Luke)

Dr. Max Anders is the author of over 25 books, including the bestselling 30 Days to Understanding
the Bible, and is the creator and general editor of the 32-volume Holman Bible Commentary series.
He has taught on the college and seminary level and is a veteran pastor. Max provides resources and

discipleship strategies at www.maxanders.com to help people grow spiritually.

David Platt (Follow Me)

David Platt is the author of three New York Times bestsellers, including Radical. He is lead pastor at
McLean Bible Church in metro Washington, D.C., the former president of the IMB (International
Mission Board), and founder of Radical Inc., a global center for the unreached that serves churches in
accomplishing the mission of Christ. Platt received his master of divinity (MDiv), master of theology
(ThM), and doctor of philosophy (PhD) from New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary. He lives in
Virginia with his wife and their children.

John MacArthur (Luke 6-10)

John MacArthur has served as pastor-teacher of Grace Community Church in Sun Valley, California,
since 1969. His ministry of expository preaching is unparalleled in its breadth and influence. In more
than five decades of ministry from the same pulpit, he has preached verse by verse through the entire
New Testament and several key sections of the Old Testament. He is Chancellor of the Master’s
University and Seminary, and can be heard daily on the Grace to You radio broadcast (carried on

hundreds of radio stations worldwide). He has authored numerous bestselling books, including Twelve
Ordinary Men and One Perfect Life.

R.C. Sproul (Luke)

R.C. Sproul (1939-2017) was founder of Ligonier Ministries in Orlando, Fla. He was also copastor of
Saint Andrew’s Chapel, first president of Reformation Bible College, and executive editor of Tabletalk
magazine. His radio program, Renewing Your Mind, is still broadcast daily on hundreds of radio
stations around the world and can also be heard online.

Leader Guide



