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How: Going

Summary and Goal 

DxD communities serve their campuses, neighbors, and nations to engage the lost and 
searching through gospel conversations and disciple-making while growing in their own 
spiritual maturity.

Main Passages
Mathew 4:18-22; Acts 1:8

Session Outline
1. Go with Power (Acts 1:8a)
2. Go with Direction (Acts 1:8b)
3. Go and Preach the Gospel (Matt. 4:18-22)

Theological Theme
The Bible is clear about what is expected of Christians. They are to love God, love others, 
and carry the gospel to the nations.

Christ Connection
The gospel is the good news of Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection that makes salvation 
possible to all who believe.

Missional Application
Jesus came into the world to seek and save the lost. As His followers, we are called to obey 
His missionary commands and imitate Him in His missionary ways.



2Date of My Bible Study:  ______________________

Disciples Multiplying Disciples
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 For Further 
Discussion
What tools do Christians 
need to effectively share 
Christ in twenty-first 
century America? 

3

Introduction
Do you have a favorite Christian missionary? Who is it? Why 
is their story so compelling to you?

Other than Christian missionaries, what kinds of 
“missionaries” have sought to convert you?

Matthew wrote that Jesus taught, preached, and healed. We are to model 
Jesus’ approach, which allows us to engage the whole person with the 
whole gospel. Serving with our DxD groups is the way that we can imitate 
Jesus’ teaching, preaching, and healing. With the extra intentionality of 
serving with our apprentices, we will be able to see true multiplication 
occur. 

1. Go with Power (Acts 1:8a)
During the forty days after His resurrection and prior to His ascension, 
Jesus taught the disciples further about the kingdom of God and indicated 
that they would be part of His mission to continue the things He had 
begun to do and teach. Today, believers need to know what Jesus did 
and taught about the kingdom of God so they can understand their own 
mission as witnesses for Him.

What does the Holy Spirit do in the lives of Christians? How 
does the Holy Spirit empower the mission of Christ?

Why is prayer important as you seek to fulfill the mission of 
Jesus?

Application: What evidence could you point to that shows 
the Spirit’s power at work in your life or the life of our 
church?

2. Go with Direction (Acts 1:8b)
Because the Bible is God’s Word, it can be easy to read all of it with a 
sort of mystical awe. Some basic truths can be missed because people 
are looking for a deeper or more complicated meaning. As it relates to 

How: Going
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Acts 1:8, Jesus’s command to “be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea 
and Samaria, and to the end of the earth,” don’t miss the simple truth that is 
staring us in the face. Jesus’ command was simply that the disciples should 
start where they were and carry the gospel with them as they spread about.

Discuss a time when you overanalyzed a Bible verse and 
missed the simple truth that it contained.

How have you used your life to spread the gospel of Jesus 
Christ?

Application: If Jesus were to appear to you today, how do you 
think He would instruct you to spread the gospel? Where is 
your Jerusalem, Judea, or Samaria?

3. Go and Preach the Gospel (Matt. 4:18-22)
When Jesus called His followers and empowered His followers, He gave 
them a particular message. Jesus did many things. He healed the sick, gave 
sight to the blind, caused the lame to walk, restored the disenfranchised, and 
even brought the dead to life. But when He recruited His disciples, He didn’t 
promise to make them miracle-workers. The call was simple, “Follow me … 
and I will make you fish for people” (v. 19).

Have you ever been caught up in doing good things but 
neglected to proclaim the gospel? How can you avoid this error 
in the future?

To fish for people, we must be with people. How does Jesus’ 
incarnational ministry inform the way we pursue discipleship?

Application: How do your daily habits and routine need to 
change to make room to be with people this week as Jesus 
was?

Conclusion
Why is it tempting for Christians to look to celebrities, 
government leaders, or policy makers to Christianize culture?

The early Christians were a “missionary minority” instead 
of a “moral majority.” How might a renewed identity as a 
“missionary minority” drive the church to greater influence on 
her culture?

Read 1 Corinthians 1:18-25. What is the wisdom of God? How 
is it different from the wisdom of the world? How should this 
influence our going in the name of Jesus?
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The Focus of the 
Early Church
The major focus of the 
book of Acts is stated 
in this verse. Jesus said 
believers would receive 
power when the Holy 
Spirit came upon them, 
empowering them to be his 
witnesses in Jerusalem first 
and then spreading to the 
end of the earth.

 Voices from 
Church History
TBD

 Voices from 
the Church
TBD

99  Essential 
Christian Doctrines
TBD

Introduction
Even though it seems in many ways that the popularity of Christianity in 
American culture may be waning, missionary fervor is as strong as ever. 
In the most generic sense, a missionary is a person who goes out, seeking 
to convert others to a different way of life. As such, there are all sorts of 
missionary enterprises in twenty-first century American life.

Our culture is filled with materialist missionaries working to convince 
you that you can be happy if you have enough stuff. There are secularist 
missionaries trying to prove that there is meaning in a world devoid of 
God. There are even sexual missionaries who argue that real happiness can 
only be found through embracing the new sexual ethic. 

Christianity might not be culturally en vogue, but missionary activities 
have never been more popular. Christians must enter into this world of 
ideas and ideologies to present the compelling and life-giving message of 
the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Do you have a favorite Christian missionary? Who is it? Why 
is their story so compelling to you?

Other than Christian missionaries, what kinds of 
“missionaries” have sought to convert you?

What tools do Christians need to effectively share Christ in 
twenty-first century America? 

Session Summary
With these two texts we learn both the where and the what of going. We 
see that we are called in ever-expanding distance to reach others with 
the gospel: first where we are, then the surrounding area, and ultimately 
even to those in other countries. It might look something like gospel 
conversations and service to your neighbors, workplace, and city; to 
Middle Tennessee; and on overseas, non-domestic mission journeys.

How: Going

Expanded Session Content

3
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The Focus of the 
Early Church
The major focus of the 
book of Acts is stated 
in this verse. Jesus said 
believers would receive 
power when the Holy 
Spirit came upon them, 
empowering them to be his 
witnesses in Jerusalem first 
and then spreading to the 
end of the earth.

 Voices from 
Church History
TBD

 Voices from 
the Church
TBD

99  Essential 
Christian Doctrines
TBD

The “Go” of the Great Commission introduces intentionally in all areas 
of our life. “Neighbors,” for example, would be a broader term than 
neighborhood including but not limited to one’s coworkers, friends, and so 
on—essentially, those God providentially brings into our lives.

But what do we do as we go? Matthew wrote that Jesus taught, preached, 
and healed. We are to model Jesus’ approach, which allows us to engage 
the whole person with the whole gospel. Serving with our DxD groups is 
the way that we can imitate Jesus’ teaching, preaching, and healing. With 
the extra intentionality of serving with our apprentices, we will be able to 
see true multiplication occur. 

Serving also allows for two other opportunities. First, we ought to always 
invite along the lost and searching to serve with us. Service is often an easy 
onramp for the disconnected. Second, combining multiple DxD groups 
together in service can often provide growth opportunities through a 
broader shared experience.

Though the where and what of going are very important, Acts 1:8 doesn’t 
begin with either of those topics. Instead, Acts 1:8 begins with a promise: 
“You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come on you.” As we 
turn our focus toward going in this study, we will begin with God’s 
promise. The Holy Spirit empowers God’s missionaries to carry the good 
news.

1. Go with Power (Acts 1:8a)
During the forty days after His resurrection and prior to His ascension, 
Jesus taught the disciples further about the kingdom of God and indicated 
that they would be part of His mission to continue the things He had 
begun to do and teach. Today, believers need to know what Jesus did 
and taught about the kingdom of God so they can understand their own 
mission as witnesses for Him.

When Jesus speaks, His people should pay attention. The words spoken in 
Acts 1:8 were a guarantee. Power was coming with the advent of the Holy 
Spirit. The disciples were called to be witnesses of all that Jesus had done, 
but they were not called to fulfill this mission on their own. Jesus sent the 
Holy Spirit to empower this mission.

What does the Holy Spirit do in the lives of Christians? How 
does the Holy Spirit empower the mission of Christ?
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Jesus promised that the Holy Spirit would bring power. But what kind of 
power? What exactly would the Holy Spirit do? In John 14:26, Jesus said 
the Holy Spirit (the Counselor), “whom the Father will send in my name, 
will teach you all things and remind you of everything I have told you.” 
As you obey Christ in mission, you can trust that the Holy Spirit will give 
you power to remember Christ’s teaching.

The Holy Spirit comes to strengthen you for the mission but that isn’t all. 
According to John 16:8, the Holy Spirit will “convict the world about sin, 
righteousness, and judgment.” When Jesus sent His Holy Spirit, He was 
sending His agent of conviction. Jesus commissions His followers to go 
and proclaim the good news. However, conviction of sin can come only 
through the Holy Spirit.

As you go, you need not carry a burden to try to force people to become 
Christians or to guilt or pressure them to follow Christ. You are called, 
commanded, and commissioned to proclaim liberty to those in captivity 
to sin. You can trust in the Holy Spirit to work through God’s Word to 
bring about God’s salvation.

Jesus directly connected the power to accomplish the commission He 
was giving with the presence of the Holy Spirit. The equation is simple: 
without the Spirit, there is no power. The Spirit is the One who enables 
believers to overcome their fears and to fulfill what their Master has asked 
them to do.

While the disciples clearly did not fully understand the nature of 
God’s kingdom in Christ, Jesus did not chastise them for their 
misunderstanding. Rather, He affirmed that they could never fully know 
what God had fixed to occur by His authority. Their role as Jesus’ disciples 
was to rely upon the power of the Holy Spirit to share the truth of the 
gospel locally and globally.

Why is prayer important as you seek to fulfill the mission of 
Jesus?

Application: What evidence could you point to that shows 
the Spirit’s power at work in your life or the life of our 
church?

2. Go with Direction (Acts 1:8b)
Because the Bible is God’s Word, it can be easy to read all of it with a 
sort of mystical awe. Some basic truths can be missed because people 
are looking for a deeper or more complicated meaning. As it relates to 
Acts 1:8, Jesus’s command to “be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea 
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and Samaria, and to the end of the earth,” don’t miss the simple truth that is 
staring us in the face. Jesus’ command was simply that the disciples should 
start where they were and carry the gospel with them as they spread about.

Discuss a time when you overanalyzed a Bible verse and 
missed the simple truth that it contained.

Some have suggested that a more applicable rendering of Matthew 28:19 
would be “as you are going,” rather than “Go, therefore, and make disciples.” 
The command for Christians to evangelize is not only the command to go 
to specific places at particular times on “mission trips” to share the gospel. 
Christians are to be gospel people everywhere.

In a court of law, a witness is someone who has seen or experienced something 
and then tells others about it. In Christianity, a witness is someone who has 
experienced Jesus Christ through the gospel and then tells others about Him. 
Either way, the witness must be communicated.

The spread of the gospel among the early disciples was not optional. Jesus 
said, “You will be my witnesses,” not “you might be my witnesses.” There was 
an expectation of gospel work. The Great Commission as communicated in 
Matthew 28:16-20 and Acts 1:8 served as a rock tossed into a pond. The ripple 
effect would overtake the world. It wouldn’t come all at one time, but as the 
disciples spread from their place, so too would the gospel spread.

How have you used your life to spread the gospel of Jesus 
Christ?

Application: If Jesus were to appear to you today, how do you 
think He would instruct you to spread the gospel? Where is 
your Jerusalem, Judea, or Samaria?

After giving His disciples this command, Jesus ascended to heaven, and His 
earthly ministry came to an end. Jesus’ first disciples did not do the work 
of evangelism and making disciples in their own strength. The Holy Spirit 
empowered them with courage, love, and joy. In the same way, He empowers 
us today.

3. Go and Preach the Gospel (Matt. 4:18-22)
When Jesus called His followers and empowered His followers, He gave 
them a particular message. Jesus did many things. He healed the sick, gave 
sight to the blind, caused the lame to walk, restored the disenfranchised, and 
even brought the dead to life. But when He recruited His disciples, He didn’t 
promise to make them miracle-workers. The call was simple, “Follow me … 
and I will make you fish for people” (v. 19).



9 Leader Guide

The Jesus’ call to these men was dramatic. The nets were more than just 
objects these fishermen were holding; they represented their source of income 
and even their identity in the community. When Jesus called them, He was 
calling them to abandon everything else and find their source of security, 
identity, and purpose in Him. James and John actually had to leave their 
families to do so. This underscores the commitment that Jesus calls out in all 
of us. We must leave everything when we choose to follow Him.

No longer would Jesus’ disciples find their joy and satisfaction in catching 
fish. Instead, He would teach them to share the “good news of the kingdom” 
(v. 23) and to bring many sons and daughters into God’s family.

There are many good things you can and should be doing in your 
community. The service that you will render as a part of your DxD groups 
might be incredibly valuable. But nothing is as valuable as the gospel of Jesus.

Have you ever been caught up in doing good things but 
neglected to proclaim the gospel? How can you avoid this 
error in the future?

Jesus has given you a direction and power, but He has also given you a 
message—that message is the gospel. When John the Baptist was arrested, 
he began to have doubts about his life and ministry. He had spent his 
entire ministry preaching and teaching about Jesus, but as he looked at his 
impending death, he wondered if his entire ministry had been wasted. Jesus 
replied to John in Matthew 11:5-6, “The blind receive their sight, the lame 
walk, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor are told the good news, 
and blessed is the one who isn’t offended by me.”

John didn’t work miracles. John preached the good news. Because John 
preached the good news, lives were changed. John had fulfilled his calling.

Jesus has given us the words to speak. There is much that we can do, and 
there is much that Jesus will do through us, but the one non-negotiable is the 
gospel. Jesus said to “Go, therefore, and make disciples” (Matt. 28:19). How? 
With the simple, life-changing message of the gospel.

God does not have to use us for His work; He is more than powerful enough 
to use anything He sees fit. But in His grace, He has chosen to use the 
imperfect, broken people of the church to extend His kingdom. Following 
the standard Jesus set for disciple-making means that we go to be with people 
and rely on the power of Jesus working through us.

To fish for people, we must be with people. How does Jesus’ 
incarnational ministry inform the way we pursue discipleship?
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Application: How do your daily habits and routine need to change 
to make room to be with people this week as Jesus was?

Conclusion
For the last fifty or sixty years, many Christians in evangelical circles have fought 
culture wars or sought to see Christians in the seats of government and power to 
change the land. But the early Christians were powerless peasants. They didn’t 
have prestige or influence in a worldly sense. They had the command of the Lord, 
the power of the Holy Sprit, and the gospel of Jesus Christ.

They didn’t have the things the world counts as wise or important, but those 
early Christians turned the world upside down. The rock tossed into the pond 
turned out to be more like a mountain thrown into the ocean. The cross and the 
resurrection secured salvation and pardon. But on the day of Pentecost, Jesus set 
the message of the gospel on fire and fanned it into flames with His disciples. The 
ripple effect overtook Rome and the entire world.

The gospel of Jesus is foolishness to the world, but it is the power of God to 
salvation for all who believe. (See 1 Cor. 1:18.) And it is your opportunity and 
privilege as a follower of Jesus to proclaim this good news and to see sinners set 
free. Get going!

Why is it tempting for Christians to look to celebrities, government 
leaders, or policy makers to Christianize culture?

The early Christians were a “missionary minority” instead of a 
“moral majority.” How might a renewed identity as a “missionary 
minority” drive the church to greater influence on her culture?

Read 1 Corinthians 1:18-25. What is the wisdom of God? How is it 
different from the wisdom of the world? How should this influence 
our going in the name of Jesus?

Prayer of Response
Close in prayer asking God to send us out for His glory to those near and far 
so that many might believe in the name of Jesus.

Additional Resources
• Saturate by Jeff Vanderstelt
• Radical by David Platt
• Replicate by Robby Gallaty
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Session Title
How: Gospel Conversations

Main Passages
- 1 Corinthians 15:3-4, 1 Peter 3:15-16

Session Outline
1. Look for Opportunities (1 Cor. 15:3; 1 Pet. 3:15-16)
2. Keep the Main Thing the Main Thing (1 Cor. 15:3-4)
3. Trust the Holy Spirit (Gal. 6:7-9)

Memorize 
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come on you, and you 
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 
ends of the earth.
- Acts 1:8

Daily Readings
 - Monday - Acts 1:8
 - Tuesday - Matthew 4:19-23
 - Wednesday - Matthew 9:37-38
 - Thursday - Romans 10:17
 - Friday - Mark 16:15-16
 - Saturday - Isaiah 6:8

For Next Week
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Purpose
The book of Acts emphasizes the work of God through the Holy Spirit in the lives of people who 
devoted themselves to Jesus Christ, especially Paul as he led the Gentile missionary endeavor. 
It is no exaggeration to say that the Christian church was built through the dynamic power of 
the Spirit working through chosen vessels. Another important concept is the radial spread of the 
gospel from Jews to Gentiles, from Jerusalem to Judea, from Samaria and on to the rest of the 
world (1:8). Thus Christianity transformed from being a sect within Judaism to a world religion 
that eventually gained acceptance everywhere, even in the heart of the pagan Roman Empire: 
Rome itself.

Author
The book of Acts is formally anonymous. The traditional view is that the author was the same 
person who wrote the Gospel of Luke—Luke the physician and traveling companion of Paul (Col 
4:14; 2Tm 4:11; Phm 24). As early as the second century AD, church leaders such as Irenaeus 
wrote that Luke was the author of Acts. Irenaeus based his view on the “we” passages in Acts, 
five sections where the author changes from the third person (“he/she” and “they”) to first-person 
plural (“we”) as he narrates the action (16:10–17; 20:5–15; 21:1–18; 27:1–29; 28:1–16). Irenaeus 
and many scholars since his time have interpreted these passages to mean that the author of Acts 
was one of the eyewitness companions of Paul. Luke fits this description better than any other 
candidate, especially given the similar themes between the Gospel of Luke and the book of Acts.

Setting
The date of composition of the book of Acts is to a large extent directly tied to the issue of 
authorship. A number of scholars have argued that Acts should be dated to the early 60s (at the time 
of Paul’s imprisonment). Acts closes with Paul still in prison in Rome (28:30–31). Although it is 
possible that Luke wrote at a later date, a time when Paul had been released, it is more plausible to 
think that he completed this book while Paul was still in prison. Otherwise he would have ended 
the book by telling about Paul’s release.

Special Features
The book of Acts provides a glimpse into the first three decades of the early church (ca AD 30–63) 
as it spread and multiplied after the ascension of Jesus Christ. It is not a detailed or comprehensive 
history. Rather, it focuses on the role played by apostles such as Peter, who ministered primarily to 
Jews, and Paul, the apostle to the Gentiles.

Historical Context of Acts
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Acts 1:8
1:8. Some have suggested that this key verse of our book may contain a three fold table of 
contents: Jerusalem, Acts 2:42–8:3; Judea and Samaria, Acts 8:4–12:24; ends of the earth, Acts 
12:25–28:31. We cannot know if Luke had that kind of division in mind, but the book unfolds 
in a fascinating manner somewhat along that pattern.

Notice that the call to witness is not limited to any select group of people since it spreads from 
the apostles to the 120 believers and on throughout the pages of Acts. Nor can we restrict it only 
to service in our own churches or to some kind of “professional ministry.” Every believer should 
be a “world Christian,” able to function for the Savior from the other side of the street to the 
other side of the world.1

Matthew 4:18-22
4:18–22. Peter, Andrew, James, and John were fishermen (all involved in a family business) 
living in Capernaum or nearby Bethsaida (see John 1:44). This was apparently also the home of 
Matthew at the time of his calling (9:1, 9), and of Philip and possibly Nathanael (John 1:43–45). 
The fishing profession in that day probably carried with it the same kind of social stigma that 
“common laborer” does today. Three of the four (Peter, James, and John) would become Jesus’ 
closest earthly friends. And Andrew played a significant role in his ministry more than once 
(Mark 13:3; John 1:40; 6:8; 12:22).

Matthew left his readers with the impression that this was Jesus’ first encounter with these 
four men. However, John recorded that some of the Twelve (at least Andrew, Peter, Philip, and 
Nathanael) had been with Jesus during his earlier ministry (John 1:35–51; 2:2, 12, 17; 3:22; 
4:1–2, 27–33). Jesus had known his disciples for some time and had even seen them in ministry 
situations. Thus, their decision to follow him was not hastily made.

However, this does not decrease the significance of their commitment. In fact, quite the 
opposite. These men, in well-reasoned decisions, left both career and family to follow Jesus. 
And their confidence in him was such that, when he called, they all came at once (4:20) or 
immediately (4:22). They literally dropped their nets and left the boats in which they were 
standing. James and John left their father standing with his boats.

When Jesus said, Come, follow me (4:19), he was calling these men to a new career. In 
keeping with his skill as a teacher, he used terminology that would inspire them because of 
its relationship to their life experience. These men knew how to fish—for fish. So they had 
some concept of the task to which he was calling them. However, even though they had some 
familiarity with the concept of fishing, Jesus would still need to transform them into fishers of 
men. And that is the point of most of the teaching that follows, including the Sermon on the 
Mount—Jesus taught his disciples! He trained the Twelve whose names would one day mark the 
foundation “stones” (Matt. 16:18; Eph. 2:20; Rev. 21:14) of the New Jerusalem!

Extended Commentary
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You will notice as Matthew’s Gospel unfolds that, while Jesus did not ignore the crowds, he 
was primarily engaged in teaching the Twelve. Even when he ministered to the thousands, it 
was in the context of teaching the Twelve. For example, the feeding of the five thousand, while 
compassionately providing food for thousands, was about his attempt to impact the Twelve (Mark 
6:30–44). (See discussion at Matthew 5:1–2.)

The one condition necessary to their becoming fishers of men was to follow me. Packed into this 
two-word command are many implications. Jesus was saying, “Live with me and learn by watching 
me. Own my values and priorities. Learn to become passionate for the things I live for. And follow 
my example by doing the ministry I have come to do.”

4:23. A slight shift takes place, as Jesus took his new disciples and showed that following him 
meant serving the needs of others. Galilee was small but it had over two hundred villages, each 
with hundreds, or perhaps thousands, of people. This preaching tour throughout Galilee probably 
lasted several months.
We may summarize Jesus’ ministry with three words: teaching, proclaiming or preaching, and 
healing. These words help us understand Jesus’ three-fold approach to ministry in Matthew’s 
Gospel. He was always teaching the Twelve, often proclaiming to the people, and performing 
miraculous healing as a teaching and proclaiming tactic.

While there is much overlap between preaching and teaching, there is also a distinction. Preaching 
is the banner flying atop the castle (seen far and wide), and teaching is the body of bricks and 
mortar that supports it (sought out by the followers). Teaching fills out the proclamation, 
explaining both its support and its implications.

Furthermore, Jesus’ healing ministry was subordinate to his preaching and teaching ministries. 
Throughout the Bible, the purpose of miracles is primarily to attest to the authority of the 
messenger and his message. The benefit to the person healed is secondary. Jesus’ miracles validated 
his claim to be the Messiah, and they validated the message he preached.

Throughout the four Gospels, Jesus is shown frequenting the synagogues as a routine part of his 
teaching ministry (Matt. 4:23; 9:35; 12:9; 13:54). He used the platform available in Jewish culture 
to teach the true meaning of God’s Word. Because of the respect he enjoyed among the people 
(even Jewish leaders referred to him as “Rabbi”), he often was given the place of the teacher.

The word synagogue is derived from a combination of words meaning “to lead together,” and 
it literally means “meeting place.” The synagogue’s origin is a bit sketchy, but it was probably 
begun during the Exile several centuries before Christ. It became a central institution in Jewish 
society during the period between the close of the Old Testament and the beginning of the New 
Testament.

Jesus’ activity was ceaseless as he went from one village and synagogue to the next, conducting his 
primary ministry of preaching. The phrase the good news of the kingdom is interchangeable with 
several other phrases used throughout the four Gospels (e.g., “the gospel,” “the gospel of Christ,” 
“the gospel of God”). In keeping with his emphasis on the kingdom and the king, Matthew used 
this terminology. Jesus’ message is good news because it focuses on the forgiveness and restoration 
of God as opposed to the “bad news” or impossibility of “law-keeping.”2
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1.  Kenneth O. Gangel, Holman New Testament Commentary: Acts, ed. Max Anders (Nasvhille, 
TN: Broadman & Holman, 1998).

2.  Stuart K. Weber, Holman New Testament Commentary: Matthew, ed. Max Anders 
(Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman, 2000).

Kenneth Gangel (Acts)
Dr. Kenneth O. Gangel (1935-2009): A prolific author and an experienced leader has been influential 
in the field of Christian education for over forty years. He’s written numerous articles and over 50 
books, while pastoring, teaching, raising a family and leading schools. His impact reaches around the 
world through students, co-authored books, and working with leaders of churches and schools.

Stuart Weber (Matthew)
Stu Weber is senior pastor of Good Shepherd Community Church near Gresham, Oregon. He is a 
much-in-demand international speaker and the author of the popular Four Pillars of a Man’s Heart, 
Tender Warrior, All the King’s Men, and Along the Road to Manhood. He and his wife, Linda, have 
three children: Kent, Blake, and Ryan.

Max Anders (Acts; Matthew)
Dr. Max Anders is the author of over 25 books, including the bestselling 30 Days to Understanding 
the Bible, and is the creator and general editor of the 32-volume Holman Bible Commentary series.  
He has taught on the college and seminary level and is a veteran pastor.  Max provides resources and 
discipleship strategies at www.maxanders.com to help people grow spiritually. 

Jeff Vanderstelt (Saturate)
Jeff Vanderstelt is a pastor, speaker, author, and founder and visionary leader of Saturate and the Soma 
Family of Churches. He serves as a teaching pastor and director of missional communities at Doxa 
Church in Bellevue, Washington. Additionally, Jeff supports church planting globally through training 
and as a member of the advisory board of C2C Network. He and his wife, Jayne, have three children. 
You can connect with Jeff at his website, JeffVanderstelt.com, or on Twitter (@JeffVanderstelt).

David Platt (Radical)
David Platt is the author of three New York Times bestsellers, including Radical. He is lead pastor at 
McLean Bible Church in metro Washington, D.C., the former president of the IMB (International 
Mission Board), and founder of Radical Inc., a global center for the unreached that serves churches in 
accomplishing the mission of Christ. Platt received his master of divinity (MDiv), master of theology 
(ThM), and doctor of philosophy (PhD) from New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary. He lives in 
Virginia with his wife and their children.

Robby Gallaty (Replicate)
In addition to his leadership at Long Hollow Baptist Church, Robby is also the founder of Replicate 
Ministries and the author of several books, including Growing Up, Firmly Planted, Rediscovering 
Discipleship, and the LifeWay Bible study Knowing Jesus.
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