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God is Redeemer

Summary and Goal 

False Narrative: God doesn’t want me because of what I’ve done. 
True Narrative: God wants me, just look at what Jesus has done—nothing is impossible 
with God (Luke 1:37).
Bottom Line: God desires to forgive and to give. 

Main Passages
Isaiah 44:21-24

Session Outline
1. Formed by God (Isa. 44:21)
2. Redeemed by God (Isa. 44:22)
3. For His Glory (Isa. 44:23-24)

Theological Theme
God is the chief and best of all beings. He is without beginning and end; and all things 
that exist find their origin in Him. Yet, the crown of His creation, human beings, have 
rebelled against God and refused to give Him glory. 

Christ Connection
This rebellion, however, is an occasion for the glory of God to be displayed across the earth. 
All who look to Christ for salvation are restored to right relationship with God and glorify 
God with all of their heart, soul, mind, and strength. 

Missional Application
God uses His people to draw more souls to Himself that He might lavish His amazing 
grace and rich mercy upon them. The end result is that God gets more glory and people get 
more joy. 



DxD This Week

Next Step
Count your blessings. Share the gifts God has given you or lead your group 
to encourage each other by naming the gifts they recognize in others in the 
group.  

2Date of My Bible Study:  ______________________

Disciples Multiplying Disciples
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Introduction
What is the most expensive piece of equipment you’ve 
bought for a sport or other hobby you enjoy? 

What has been your experience with breaking in new 
equipment? Why is it necessary to break in equipment for its 
proper use?

Imagine you spent a hundred dollars on a baseball glove for your son 
because he begged and begged for the top-of-the-line mitt. However, at 
the first practice, you realize that your son is playing with his old glove. 
When you get home you go to his room and see that his new glove is neatly 
displayed on the top shelf of his bookcase. When you ask him about it, he 
says, “It’s such a good glove, I don’t want to get it dirty.” 

Of course, that doesn’t make any sense. The glove was made to get dirty on 
the baseball diamond, fielding ground balls and pop flies. Christians are like 
that baseball glove. They have been redeemed to give God glory by loving 
Him and doing what He commands. It is neither good nor right for them to 
go about their business and live as if there is no God. It makes no sense. 

1. Formed by God (Isa. 44:21)
The passage of Scripture found in Isaiah 44:21 was written by the prophet 
Isaiah to the people of Israel hundreds of years before Christ. Thus, we must 
begin studying this passage by recognizing that it was written to ancient 
Israel and that it was expressed in the context of the covenant of Law. As the 
New Testament church, we are now reading this passage under the covenant 
of grace. 

In this verse, what was God’s message for Israel through His 
prophet Isaiah? 

What do we learn about God in verse 21? What do these 
truths mean for those who trust in Christ today? 

God is Redeemer

Session Plan
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Application: What do you need to remember about how 
God has redeemed you? How does your life show evidence 
of being plucked from the pathway to eternal darkness and 
put on the Christ-won road to heaven? 

2. Redeemed by God (Isa. 44:22)
God promised that His redemption, which started at the Red Sea (so 
to speak), didn’t stop there. He would continue to redeem them. His 
redemption wasn’t limited to freeing them from the temporary tyranny of 
Egypt, but from the eternal tyranny of sin and the devil. Not everyone, 
however, were partakers of this promise. Only those whose hearts who had 
experienced the transformed mercy and kindness of God would have ears 
to hear this promise. Their receptiveness would be evidenced by humility, 
repentance, faith, and rejoicing.

What was God’s intention for His people in this verse? 

How do the truths Isaiah spoke to Israel in the verse apply 
to Christians today?

Application: How does Isaiah 44:22 cause you to cling to 
Christ more tightly rejoicing in His work on your behalf? If 
you’ve not trusted Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, 
how is God speaking to you about that now?

3. For His Glory (Isa. 44:23-24)
God is the chief and best of all beings. He is infinite, eternal, and 
unchangeable in His being, wisdom, power, holiness, justice, and truth. 
God is worthy of worship and honor. There is nothing more good and 
right than for those He has redeemed to glorify His name among the 
earth. When the Israelites glorified God, they fulfilled their ultimate 
purpose and their joy was complete. 

What does verse 23 tell us about God’s purpose in 
redemption, both in the past and today?

Application: How does your life give glory to God? What 
changes might need to take place that your life would bring 
further glory to Him?

Conclusion
How does God’s redemption in our lives bring Him glory?

How should the reality of redemption change the way we 
live and interact with others in the church?

How does the truth of redemption give you motivation to 
share the gospel with others?
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Formed
Israel will benefit from 
remembering the lesson 
about the absurdity of 
idolatry since that will 
keep God’s people from 
practicing false worship. 
God formed his people; 
they did not form their god 
like the idolaters did. Israel 
was the servant of God (v. 1; 
41:8–9; 42:19; 43:1).

 Voices from 
Church History
TBD

 Voices from 
the Church
TBD

99  Essential 
Christian Doctrines
TBD

Introduction
What is the most expensive piece of equipment you’ve 
bought for a sport or other hobby you enjoy? 

What has been your experience with breaking in new 
equipment? Why is it necessary to break in equipment for 
its proper use?

Imagine you spent a hundred dollars on a baseball glove for your son 
because he begged and begged for the top-of-the-line mitt. You decided 
to go ahead and splurge because he had played baseball for several seasons 
and you wanted to encourage his commitment and development as a 
player. However, at the first practice, you realize that your son is playing 
with his old glove. When you get home you go to his room and see that 
his new glove is neatly displayed on the top shelf of his bookcase. When 
you ask him about it, he says, “It’s such a good glove, I don’t want to get it 
dirty.” 

Of course, that doesn’t make any sense. The glove was made to get dirty 
on the baseball diamond, fielding ground balls and pop flies. It is neither 
good nor right for it to stay on the shelf. Christians are like that baseball 
glove. They have been redeemed to give God glory by loving Him and 
doing what He commands. It is neither good nor right for them to go 
about their business and live as if there is no God. It makes no sense. 

Session Summary
In this passage and throughout the Scriptures, God calls His people to 
a clear understanding of His glorious grace. Isaiah 44:21-24 is a potent 
summary of God’s unmerited favor and unfathomable mercy to those on 
whom His favor rests. It also reveals God’s purpose for His creation and 
redemption of people, namely His glory. 

When we read the Scriptures, we must do so with care and right thinking. 
The Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments are the Word of God 
preserved for His people so that they might know the truth about 
themselves and God and so that they might be made wise unto salvation. 

God is Redeemer

Expanded Session Content

4
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Formed
Israel will benefit from 
remembering the lesson 
about the absurdity of 
idolatry since that will 
keep God’s people from 
practicing false worship. 
God formed his people; 
they did not form their god 
like the idolaters did. Israel 
was the servant of God (v. 1; 
41:8–9; 42:19; 43:1).

 Voices from 
Church History
TBD

 Voices from 
the Church
TBD

99  Essential 
Christian Doctrines
TBD

However, the truth found therein does not automatically implant itself 
in the human heart; it must be learned. God has given humans the 
capacity to learn and know. He has also gifted the church with pastors, 
teachers, and evangelists who have been tasked with the great privilege and 
responsibility of teaching the truth of the Scriptures to the church. 

It is good and wise for Christians to study and teach the Scriptures with 
certain principles as their guardrails. First, Scripture interprets Scripture. 
By studying the whole counsel of Scripture, particular passages are 
made plain. Second, context interprets Scripture. Knowing who wrote 
the particular passage in question and for what reason is key to right 
application. Thirdly, the author’s original intent is what the passage means, 
not what those who came after him would like it to mean. Finally, clear 
passages help interpret the unclear passages. 

1. Formed by God (Isa. 44:21)
The passage of Scripture found in Isaiah 44:21 was written by the prophet 
Isaiah to the people of Israel hundreds of years before Christ. Thus, we 
must begin studying this passage by recognizing that it was written to 
ancient Israel and that it was expressed in the context of the covenant 
of Law. As the New Testament church, we are now reading this passage 
under the covenant of grace. 

In this verse, what was God’s message for Israel through His 
prophet Isaiah? 

The Book of Isaiah has been appropriately referred to as the Gospel of 
Isaiah. Isaiah’s writings are replete with descriptions and promises of the 
grace and mercy of God. It also contains important references to the 
coming of the Messiah who would be our Mediator and Intercessor, Jesus 
Christ the righteous. When God spoke these words through His prophet 
Isaiah, Israel was falling woefully short of obeying the laws God had given 
them. God promised Israel that if they would obey His laws, revere His 
name, and worship Him with whole-heartedness, He would bless them. 
However, if they disobeyed, God would curse them and chastise them. 

God would certainly discipline His people (through the exile at the hand 
of Babylon), but in this passage God spoke of redeeming His people. He 
promised them that He would not forget them because He formed them 
and they were His servants. 

What do we learn about God in verse 21? What do these 
truths mean for those who trust in Christ today? 
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Several astounding truths become clear to us as we read this verse carefully 
and with humble, faith-filled hearts. First of all, Israel existed because 
God acted on their behalf. God formed Israel and called Israel to Himself. 
God formed Israel from the seed of Abraham, whom He plucked from 
the cesspool of idolatry and sin. Secondly, God has a special love for those 
whom He has called to Himself. The nation of Israel existed because of 
God’s provision, protection, and guidance. They were His and He loved 
them with a special, enduring love. God gave Himself to Israel to be their 
God. Thirdly, it follows that if God was to be their God, Israel should be 
God’s people. In other words, Israel should respond to God with devotion, 
reverence, fear, and love. He was their God and they were His people. 

Christians do not live under the covenant of the law. Christians do not 
seek to keep the law in order to please God and gain His favor. Rather, 
Christians live under the covenant of grace, which says that God has made 
atonement for their sins (past, present, and future) through the Person and 
work of Jesus Christ; and all who look to Christ with faith and repentance 
are given the right to become children of God. (See John 1:12.) This is by 
grace through faith, not of works. (See Eph. 2:1-8.) 

This means the promises we find here for Israel can be applied to those 
who are in Christ today. In fact, Christians can take hold of these truths 
with more clarity than those who heard Isaiah’s words in ancient Israel. 
They were just as true then, but Christians today have the benefit of 
knowing the Redeemer. First, Christians know and rejoice in the fact that 
they are now the people of God, not because they made themselves that 
way, but because they have been called by God to become His own. Like 
Abraham was called out of the darkness, so Christians today were dead 
in their sins, and were made alive by God through Christ. (See Eph. 2:5.) 
Second, Christians today enjoy a God’s special, fatherly love because they 
have been made children of God. Christians don’t look to God as a distant 
tyrannical dictator but as a kind and gracious Father who never tires of 
His children’s requests and always does what is best for them, even when 
they do not see it themselves. Finally, Christians belong to God. Those 
who have been called and loved by the Father will orient their hearts 
toward Him. The force of His grace and presence is too great to leave a 
person unchanged and unmoved. 

Application: What do you need to remember about how 
God has redeemed you? How does your life show evidence 
of being plucked from the pathway to eternal darkness and 
put on the Christ-won road to heaven? 
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2. Redeemed by God (Isa. 44:22)
Remember, Isaiah was prophesying to a people who were living under 
the covenant of law in which they were promised life and blessing if they 
would keep God’s law, but curse and death if they refused. Israel had 
refused to obey God’s law. From the time He rescued them from slavery in 
Egypt until Isaiah’s day, they continually turned away from their God and 
His law to follow their own hearts and their own idols. 

This is why verse 22 is so important. It is true and good that God calls 
people out of darkness. It is right that He loves them with an enduring 
love. And it follows that they ought to return that love to Him, but what if 
they do not? What if they fail despite the grace and mercy of God? 

What was God’s intention for His people in this verse? 

Isaiah prophesied to a specific group of people in a certain time and place. 
The people of Israel were the people of God. The God of Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob had done mighty wonders in their midst to form them and 
preserve them. He called them His very own people and He loved them 
with a special love. He gave them their own land and He revealed His 
will to them so that they might know how to live before Him. Yet, their 
stubborn hearts often went astray. They, like sheep, turned each one to 
their own way. (See Isa. 53:6.) 

Each person who heard the God’s words through the prophet Isaiah had 
sinned against God and fallen short of His glorious standard. Each one 
had failed to love God with all of their mind, heart, and soul. Whether 
they were willing to admit it or not, they had were guilty of violating 
the covenant. When they heard this promise from the lips of Isaiah, one 
of two things would happen in the hearts of each hearer. Either they 
would respond with repentance, faith and joy or they would respond with 
contempt, self-righteousness, and pride. 

God promised that His redemption, which started at the Red Sea (so 
to speak), didn’t stop there. He would continue to redeem them. His 
redemption wasn’t limited to freeing them from the temporary tyranny of 
Egypt, but from the eternal tyranny of sin and the devil. Not everyone, 
however, were partakers of this promise. Only those whose hearts who had 
experienced the transformed mercy and kindness of God would have ears 
to hear this promise. Their receptiveness would be evidenced by humility, 
repentance, faith, and rejoicing.

How do the truths Isaiah spoke to Israel in the verse apply 
to Christians today?
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Isaiah 44:22 is a gospel promise. Those who are in Christ that read this 
should think of their own sin and the precious blood of Christ spilled 
at Calvary on their behalf. Christians today read the words “your 
transgressions” and they know beyond any shadow of any doubt that 
if they were to pile up their transgressions to the sky, then they would 
easily reach the moon. Those who are in Christ who read the words, 
“your sins” are keenly aware that if the world could see all of the ways in 
which they have transgressed the law of God in thought, word, and deed, 
then they would be despised among men. Christians that read that their 
iniquities are swept away like a cloud and like a mist should become like 
the groom who fixes his eyes on his bride as she walks down the aisle to 
be wed to him. They are like the one who stumbles over a wooden box in 
the woods only to find that is filled with gold. They are like the mother 
who embraces her newborn child. In other words, every other thing of 
this world fades into the background. Singular focus is given to this one 
treasure. All else pales in comparison to this great, unspeakable joy. And 
then come the words, “Return to me, for I have redeemed you.” How 
could a person not run to their heavenly Father with hearts bursting with 
joy and thanksgiving in light of this promise? 

But those who haven’t been redeemed can’t embrace this promise. If a 
person does not treasure this promise, they are not in Christ. How can a 
person rejoice that their sin has been forgiven if it hasn’t? And how could 
they not rejoice if it has? 

Application: How does Isaiah 44:22 cause you to cling to 
Christ more tightly rejoicing in His work on your behalf? If 
you’ve not trusted Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, 
how is God speaking to you about that now?

3. For His Glory (Isa. 44:23-24)
Mankind is utterly incapable of saving itself. This is true now and it was 
true in ancient Israel. If God doesn’t call lost sinners out of darkness to 
redeem them, then they will remain in the darkness of their sins. But 
God has revealed Himself to humanity (through both general and special 
revelation) and has made a way for people to be saved from their sins. 
He does this by crediting Christ’s active obedience to the whole law and 
passive obedience in His death as their righteousness. Christians are saved 
because God looks upon them as though they had never sinned, and as 
though they were as righteous as Christ. 

What does verse 23 tell us about God’s purpose in 
redemption, both in the past and today?

Verse 23 makes it clear that the ultimate purpose of God’s work to 
redeem His own is for His own glory, “For the Lord has redeemed Jacob, 
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and glorifies himself through Israel.” This truth is confirmed in the previous 
chapter when God said, “everyone who bears my name and is created for my 
glory. I have formed them; indeed, I have made them” (Isa. 43:7). 

God is the chief and best of all beings. He is infinite, eternal, and unchangeable 
in His being, wisdom, power, holiness, justice, and truth. God is worthy of 
worship and honor. There is nothing more good and right than for those 
He has redeemed to glorify His name among the earth. When the Israelites 
glorified God, they fulfilled their ultimate purpose and their joy was complete. 

All of that is still true today. People are still created for the glory of God and 
God is still glorious. Paul told the Corinthian church, “So, whether you eat or 
drink, or whatever you do, do everything for the glory of God” (1 Cor. 10:31). 
And in 1Timothy 1:17 Paul proclaimed: “Now to the King eternal, immortal, 
invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.”

Application: How does your life give glory to God? What 
changes might need to take place that your life would bring 
further glory to Him?

Conclusion
The gospel promises found in Isaiah 44 are like balm to the souls of those who 
love and treasure Christ. Christians know the depth of their depravity and the 
breadth of God’s mercy and grace. They live lives of rejoicing because they are 
now children of the one true and living God. They have a seat at His table and 
a home for eternity.

How does God’s redemption in our lives bring Him glory?

How should the reality of redemption change the way we live 
and interact with others in the church?

How does the truth of redemption give you motivation to share 
the gospel with others?

Prayer of Response
Begin your time of prayer by worshiping and glorifying God, recognizing His 
wisdom, power, holiness, justice, and truth. Thank Him for His redeeming work 
in your life. Ask Him to nourish faith and repentance in you and to keep you 
from sin. Ask Him to give you a desire to glorify Him in all things. 

Additional Resources
• Grace is Greater by Kyle Idleman
• The Transforming Power of the Gospel by Jerry Bridges
• The Prodigal God by Timothy Keller
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Session Title
 - God is Self-Sacrificing

Main Passages
 - Philippians 2:6-11

Session Outline
1. He Took on Flesh (Phil. 2:6-7)
2. He Underwent Trials (Phil. 2:8a)
3. He Submitted to the Cross (Phil. 2:8b-11)

Memorize 
Rejoice, heavens, for the Lord has acted;
shout, depths of the earth.
Break out into singing, mountains,
forest, and every tree in it.
For the Lord has redeemed Jacob,
and glorifies himself through Israel.
- Isaiah 44:23

Daily Readings
 - Monday - Isaiah 44:21-24
 - Tuesday - 1 John 1:9
 - Wednesday - 1 Peter 1:18-19
 - Thursday - Colossians 1:22
 - Friday - Job 19:25-26
 - Saturday - Acts 4:12

For Next Week
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Purpose
Isaiah’s message is relatively simple. First, Isaiah accused God’s people of sin: rebelling against 
the one who made them and redeemed them. Second, Isaiah instructed these sinners to reform 
their ways and act obediently. Third, Isaiah announced God’s judgment on the people because 
of their sin. Finally, God revealed his future restoration of the people, or at least of the faithful 
remnant that survived the judgment. As part of the restoration of God’s people, Isaiah foresaw 
both judgment on the nations (chaps. 13–23) and a future turning of the nations to God (2:1–4). 
The first part of the book (chaps. 1–39) emphasizes sin, the call to repentance, and judgment; the 
second part (chaps. 40–66) emphasizes the hope of restoration.

Author
The book presents itself as the writing of one man, Isaiah son of Amoz. The superscription to the 
book dates his prophetic activity as spanning the reigns of four kings of Judah: Uzziah (783–742 
BC, Isaiah’s call is dated to this king’s last year, 6:1); Jotham (742–735 BC); Ahaz (735–716 BC); 
and Hezekiah (716–686 BC). On Uzziah (Azariah) see 2Kg 15:1–7; 2Ch 26:1–23. On Jotham 
see Kg 15:32–38; 2Ch 27:1–9. On Ahaz see 2Kg 16:1–20; 2Ch 28:1–27. On Hezekiah see 2Kg 
18:1–20:21; 2Ch 29:1–32:33. Not much is known about Isaiah apart from his prophecy.

Setting
Uzziah’s reign was a particularly prosperous time in the history of Judah, but storm clouds were 
on the horizon. Assyria was on the rise again in the person of Tiglath-pileser III (745–727 BC). 
The Assyrian king threatened to engulf Syria and the northern kingdom of Israel. After the death 
of Tiglath-pileser, his successors, Shalmaneser and Sargon, defeated the northern kingdom in 722 
BC and deported its citizens. This event brought Judah even more under the shadow of that great 
empire. Isaiah 37:38 suggests that the prophet lived until the death of Sennacherib in 681 BC.

Special Features
Isaiah was an eighth-century BC prophet. His book is the first of the Prophets in the English 
canon and the first of the Latter Prophets in the Hebrew canon. Isaiah is powerful in its poetic 
imagination, intriguing in its prophetic vision, and complex in its structure. One can never read 
or study the book without gaining new insights into the nature of God and our relationship with 
him. The authors of the New Testament read the book of Isaiah in light of the coming of Christ 
and realized that this prophet anticipated Messiah’s coming with remarkable clarity. For this 
reason they quoted or alluded to Isaiah more than any other Old Testament book.

Historical Context of Isaiah
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Isaiah 44:21-24
44:21-23. God reminded his audience once more of their true identity. They were Israel, the 
servant of Yahweh, the nation that God created and never forgot. God promised to redeem 
them through the activities of Cyrus of Persia. He had forgiven their sins. Israel must do their 
part in response to God’s actions. They must remember what God had done and was doing and 
must return to me. That meant to turn away from their sins and the gods of Babylonia to their 
Redeemer. They must join in the hymns of praise to their Redeemer and sing for joy. Why? 
Because as God redeems his people, he displays his glory in Israel.

44:24-28. Still another task awaited Israel. They had to listen to the royal proclamation of the 
divine King as he announced his new political platform. God first laid the basis for his program 
by explaining precisely who he is: the Creator, the source of true prophecy, and the enemy of 
all Babylon’s false prophets and wise men. Then God described his program as he promised to 
rebuild Jerusalem and Judah for his people: to destroy the chaotic world ruler Babylon, so proud 
of her position on the mighty Euphrates River, to use Cyrus, king of Persia, as his shepherd. This 
was a term often used for kings.

God did all this to fulfill his purpose of rebuilding Jerusalem with its temple. What a program! 
When the exiles in Babylon heard the political program of Yahweh, they had to be shocked that 
he would use a foreign king rather than someone from the line of David. What kind of heresy 
could this be? Dare they believe the prophet, lay aside their fasting and mourning rites along 
with their Babylonian gods, and take up the mighty hymn offered them by the prophet?1

1.  Max Anders and Trent C. Butler, Holman Old Testament Commentary: Isaiah, vol. 15 
(Nashville, TN: B&H Publishing Group, 2015).

Extended Commentary

References

References
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