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God is Holy

Summary and Goal 

False Narrative: I am a sinner, so I can’t stand in the presence of God.
True Narrative: I am a saint because I kneel at the foot of the cross.
Bottom Line: God is against sin because God is for me.

Main Passages
Isaiah 6:1-8

Session Outline
1. Worthy of Worship (Isa. 6:1-2)
2. Holy, Holy, Holy (Isa. 6:3-4)
3. A Living Sacrifice (Isa. 6:5-8)

Theological Theme
In this passage we get a peek into the activity inside of God’s heavenly throne room. 
Here we see created beings whose continual labor was to worship the God who is holy, 
holy, holy. This passage reminds Christians about the place of worship in their lives as a 
redeemed people. 

Christ Connection
Christians are able to join in true spiritual worship of the one true and living God because 
of the redeeming work of Christ on their behalf. The great rescue that God the Son 
completed on behalf of believers is the means of their worship as well as the occasion for it. 

Missional Application
Christians are both a missionary people and a worshiping people. Christians go, preach, 
share, and plant for the ultimate purpose of being used by God to bring groups of people 
to repentance and faith so that they would know, treasure, and rejoice in God through 
Christ. 



DxD This Week

Next Step
Consider challenging group members to host socials in their homes this fall 
in order to build relationships with neighbors and friends and to share their 
God-stories. 

2Date of My Bible Study:  ______________________

Disciples Multiplying Disciples
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Introduction
What are some things you know you were only able to learn 
through time and experience?

Have your children ever asked questions about something 
that was beyond their ability and experience to 
comprehend? How did you answer them? 

Isaiah was given a glimpse of the spiritual reality that should motivate 
churches and believers to love and fear God and obey His Word. Isaiah 
found Himself looking upon a throne where an indescribably beautiful 
and glorious Being was surrounded by worshiping angels. Isaiah 6 is all 
about worship and the object of worship. All of creation and all of history 
has to do with worship; either worship of the one true and living God or 
the worship of some other unworthy thing. In this passage, Christians are 
given a great gift that helps them become better worshipers. Here they 
see the culmination of heaven and they are reminded of the nature of the 
object of their worship. Finally, they are encouraged to order their lives 
around the one Being that is worthy of their full attention and unceasing 
praise.  

1. Worthy of Worship (Isa. 6:1-2)
People are intrigued by heaven. It isn’t difficult to find all kinds of 
anecdotes, conjecture, and traditions about what heaven is like and how 
one might gain entrance there. Some people have even claimed to have 
visited heaven for a short time before they were revived by doctors here on 
earth. Others say that they have had dreams about heaven in which God 
gave them a glimpse of that realm. 

What stands out to you about these first two verses?

What did Isaiah describe concerning God’s location and 
posture? What should that indicate to us?

Application: Do you believe God is truly worthy of worship? 
In what ways do you worship God? Would you say your life 
is one of worship?

God is Holy

Session Plan
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2. Holy, Holy, Holy (Isa. 6:3-4)
When Isaiah saw the vision of God upon the throne, it may be that he 
barely lifted his eyes. He only described the hem of God’s robe, which 
“filled the temple.” This, of course, makes perfect sense. How could 
anyone look upon such power and glory? Isaiah was awestruck and feared 
greatly. 

How might a clear view of God’s worth and glory affect the 
way we live? 

How did the angels describe God? How is this instructive? 

Application: How does your response compare with the 
response of the Angels in this passage? What would it look 
like for you to respond to God in this way?

3. A Living Sacrifice (Isa. 6:5-8)
Isaiah’s worship of God resulted in his obedience to God. In fact, we must 
be careful not to draw too sharp of a line between those two ideas. Isaiah’s 
service and obedience to God was worship. We would be correct in saying 
that the theme of Isaiah 6 is the worthiness of God. In may be more 
precise to say the theme of this passage is the preeminence of worship. 
Don’t forget that this chapter doesn’t describe what will happen sometime 
in the future. No, this passage described what was happening then when 
Isaiah was alive, it describes what is happening now, and what will happen 
forever. It is a picture of the right and constant activity in heaven. 

How does a person worship God in the normal day-to-day 
activities of life? 

What is the connection between right worship and 
obedient living?

Application: How do you worship God in song, prayer, and 
Bible study as well as in obedience to His Word in everyday 
life? What needs to change based on today’s study?

Conclusion
When you think of worship, what comes to mind? How has 
today’s lesson challenged your understanding of worship? 
What might hinder your worship?

How should the collective worship of the church change our 
relationships with one another?

Why is sharing the gospel with others the natural result of a 
lifestyle of worship?
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Seraphim
The seraphim were angelic 
creatures of great power 
and importance. Their 
name means “burning 
ones,” and the implication 
of fire evokes thoughts 
of danger and mystery. 
Covering their eyes shielded 
them from the brilliance of 
the divine glory. Covering 
their feet (possibly used 
here as a euphemism) may 
have been a posture of 
submission.

 Voices from 
Church History
TBD

 Voices from 
the Church
TBD

99  Essential 
Christian Doctrines
TBD

Introduction
What are some things you know you were only able to learn 
through time and experience?

Have your children ever asked questions about something that 
was beyond their ability and experience to comprehend? How 
did you answer them? 

It’s not unusual for children to ask questions. In fact, many parents have 
been driven to the edge of exasperation because of a line of questioning from 
their children. The problem with these Q and A sessions isn’t necessarily that 
the parents want to withhold information from their children but that the 
children simply aren’t able to comprehend the full answer because they are 
too young or too inexperienced to truly grasp the answer to what they are 
asking. So, parents have to try to answer as best they can based on what their 
children can comprehend. This almost always involves giving the information 
that is needed while omitting the information that won’t be helpful to them. 

This same thing happens in the Christian life. Those who follow Christ 
become interested in certain aspects of the spiritual realm. The Bible addresses 
issues such as angels, heaven, life after death, and the like, but it doesn’t reveal 
everything about those matters. God has revealed all that we need to know 
about these things in the Scriptures. For instance, the Bible reveals all that 
we need to know about heaven, but it doesn’t reveal everything there is to 
know about heaven. We have several accounts in the sixty-six books of the 
Bible describing heaven and this is sufficient for our needs. Scripture teaches 
that “The hidden things belong to the Lord our God, but the revealed things 
belong to us and our children forever, so that we may follow all the words 
of this law” (Deut. 29:29). Today we will see Isaiah’s vision of God. Isaiah’s 
focus was not so much on what the place where God dwells is like as it was 
the proper response to being in God’s presence.

Session Summary
Romans 3:23 makes it clear that all have sinned and fall short of God’s 
glorious standard. This doesn’t mean there is no hope for humanity. 
The message of the Bible is not that all have sinned and are doomed to 

God is Holy

Expanded Session Content
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Seraphim
The seraphim were angelic 
creatures of great power 
and importance. Their 
name means “burning 
ones,” and the implication 
of fire evokes thoughts 
of danger and mystery. 
Covering their eyes shielded 
them from the brilliance of 
the divine glory. Covering 
their feet (possibly used 
here as a euphemism) may 
have been a posture of 
submission.

 Voices from 
Church History
TBD

 Voices from 
the Church
TBD

99  Essential 
Christian Doctrines
TBD

condemnation but that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. (See 
Rom. 5:8.) Those who are in Christ are enabled to worship our Holy God in 
spirit and truth. Those who have new life in Christ are no longer under the 
guilt and power of sin, but their battle against the old sin nature rages on. 

Isaiah was given a glimpse of the spiritual reality that should motivate 
churches and believers to love and fear God and obey His Word. Isaiah 
found Himself looking upon a throne where an indescribably beautiful and 
glorious Being was surrounded by worshiping angels. Isaiah 6 is all about 
worship and the object of worship. All of creation and all of history has 
to do with worship; either worship of the one true and living God or the 
worship of some other unworthy thing. In this passage, Christians are given 
a great gift that helps them become better worshipers. Here they see the 
culmination of heaven and they are reminded of the nature of the object of 
their worship. Finally, they are encouraged to order their lives around the 
one Being that is worthy of their full attention and unceasing praise.  

1. Worthy of Worship (Isa. 6:1-2)
People are intrigued by heaven. It isn’t difficult to find all kinds of anecdotes, 
conjecture, and traditions about what heaven is like and how one might gain 
entrance there. Some people have even claimed to have visited heaven for a 
short time before they were revived by doctors here on earth. Others say that 
they have had dreams about heaven in which God gave them a glimpse of 
that realm. 

It makes sense that Christians would be interested in a place that is so 
shrouded in mystery but plays such a critical role in their eternity. Just 
as a person may find out all they can about a new city before they visit, 
knowledge helps build anticipation and remove some of the anxiety that 
comes with going to a new place. However, Christians aren’t permitted to 
go beyond what has been revealed to them in the Scriptures. (See 1 Cor. 
4:6.) The idea that a person should look to other sources besides the Bible to 
find out information about heaven is absurd and arrogant. Heaven is God’s 
dwelling and the Bible is God’s book. 

What stands out to you about these first two verses?

The Bible has a lot to say about heaven, God, and the appropriate response 
of people to those realities. Isaiah 6 is one of these passages. This passage 
is a glimpse into the most significant events occurring in the universe. The 
curtain was pulled back for Isaiah to witness angels and their worship of the 
one true and living God in heaven. The overarching theme of this account is 
worship. The main point of this passage has everything to do with the only 
One who is worthy to receive glory, honor, and power. 
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What did Isaiah describe concerning God’s location and 
posture? What should that indicate to us?

Isaiah described the One who was seated on the throne. God being seated 
on the throne represented God’s authority to be Ruler and Judge over all 
of creation. This symbol is used several times throughout the Bible. For 
example, in Revelation 3:21, Jesus said, “To the one who conquers I will 
give the right to sit with me on my throne, just as I also conquered and sat 
down with my Father on his throne.”  

God resides in glory upon His throne from which He commands and 
rules His church and the entire world. All earthly thrones and authorities 
are under His jurisdiction and must give account to Him. God is the only 
being who may legitimately and possibly occupy the throne of heaven. 
God is God and there is none like Him. He is the chief and best of beings. 
He is infinite, eternal, and unchangeable in His being, wisdom, power, 
holiness, justice, goodness, and truth. 

Application: Do you believe God is truly worthy of worship? 
In what ways do you worship God? Would you say your life 
is one of worship?

2. Holy, Holy, Holy (Isa. 6:3-4)
When Isaiah saw the vision of God upon the throne, it may be that he 
barely lifted his eyes. He only described the hem of God’s robe, which 
“filled the temple.” This, of course, makes perfect sense. How could 
anyone look upon such power and glory? Isaiah was awestruck and feared 
greatly. 

God is infinitely valuable and precious. There is no treasure in heaven 
and earth that doesn’t fade into worthlessness when set beside the Creator 
of heaven and earth. Christians seek this great and precious prize “like 
a merchant in search of fine pearls. When he found one priceless pearl, 
he went and sold everything he had and bought it” (Matt.13:45-46). 
When Isaiah saw God Himself seated upon the throne, He was overcome 
by God’s perfect nature—His eternity, immutability, omniscience, 
omnipotence, omnipresence, wisdom, power, goodness, truth, love, grace, 
and mercy. Isaiah’s description reveals to us that God is worth more than 
anything in all of creation. He stands above all we will ever know as 
supremely valuable. 

How might a clear view of God’s worth and glory affect the 
way we live? 

It’s impossible to gain a clear view of God’s worth and glory apart from 
being born again into God’s family through faith in the sacrifice of Jesus 
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Christ, God the Son. Once a sin-dead person has been raised with Christ 
and indwelled by the Spirit, their eyes are opened to the infinite worth of 
God, the Father, Son, and Spirit. Paul stated it like this: “But everything 
that was a gain to me, I have considered to be a loss because of Christ. 
More than that, I also consider everything to be a loss in view of the 
surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. Because of him I have 
suffered the loss of all things and consider them as dung, so that I may 
gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own 
from the law, but one that is through faith in Christ—the righteousness 
from God based on faith. My goal is to know him and the power of his 
resurrection and the fellowship of his sufferings, being conformed to his 
death, assuming that I will somehow reach the resurrection from among 
the dead” (Phil. 3:7-11).

Once a Christian sees God’s infinite worth, everything else becomes 
secondary. Nothing is worth keeping if it means detracting from knowing 
God. No sacrifice is too costly and no price is too high when the prize is as 
valuable as the One seated on the throne. Take note that God is not some 
trinket to possess and control, quite the opposite. This great treasure is our 
ruler and judge. He is the King and Authority over all, especially over the 
lives of those He has redeemed. Our response to His value isn’t ownership 
or manipulation, but continual and uninhibited worship. 

How did the angels describe God? How is this instructive? 

The angels who were worshiping God simply described him as “Holy, 
Holy, Holy.” It is worth noting that the seraphim in Isaiah 6 are the same 
creatures in Revelation 4 and in both instances they proclaim the holiness 
of God using the same refrain, “Holy, Holy, Holy.” 

Not only is God infinitely worthy and valuable, He is supremely pure, 
sinless, spotless, and faultless. God is holy. There is no darkness in Him at 
all. No sin resides in his being. He is completely righteous. God Almighty, 
who is seated upon the throne in heaven, is continually praised and 
glorified and the proclamation that is repeated three times is that God 
is holy. The holiness of God stands in stark contrast to the sinfulness, 
corruption, and fallibility of mankind. Isaiah was struck with fear because 
of his own unworthiness. 

Anyone who takes an honest look at themselves today should also be 
struck with fear. The fact of the matter is that all people have sinned 
against this great and holy God. It is proper for us to cry out along with 
Isaiah saying, “Woe is me for I am ruined because I am a man of unclean 
lips” (Isa. 6:5).
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Christians have no reason to despair because they are no longer people of 
unclean lips for they have been cleansed and their ruin has been reversed. 
Those who are in Christ cling to an incredible and wonderful hope and 
promise. Those who are in Christ have an advocate with the Father who 
intercedes for them. (See Rom. 8:34 and 1 John 2:1.) As the writer of 
Hebrews said, “For this is the kind of high priest we need: holy, innocent, 
undefiled, separated from sinners, and exalted above the heavens. He 
doesn’t need to offer sacrifices every day, as high priests do—first for their 
own sins, then for those of the people. He did this once for all time when 
he offered himself” (Heb. 7:26-27).

Application: How does your response compare with the 
response of the Angels in this passage? What would it look 
like for you to respond to God in this way?

3. A Living Sacrifice (Isa. 6:5-8)
Isaiah’s worship of God resulted in his obedience to God. In fact, we must 
be careful not to draw too sharp of a line between those two ideas. Isaiah’s 
service and obedience to God was worship. We would be correct in saying 
that the theme of Isaiah 6 is the worthiness of God. In may be more 
precise to say the theme of this passage is the preeminence of worship. 
Don’t forget that this chapter doesn’t describe what will happen sometime 
in the future. No, this passage described what was happening then 
when Isaiah was alive, it describes what is happening now, and what will 
happen forever. It is a picture of the right and constant activity in heaven. 
Heaven—all of creation—is centered on the worship of the one true and 
living God. 

Worship of the one true and living God, the Creator of the heavens and 
earth cannot be an afterthought, a Sunday morning activity. It must be a 
priority of the first order in the lives of all those who claim to be children 
of God. Worshiping God ought to have the highest priority in the lives of 
Christians. This doesn’t mean Christians spend all of their time singing 
hymns and sitting in a pew. But it does mean they live their lives knowing, 
treasuring, and responding to the infinite worth and beauty of God. 

How does a person worship God in the normal day-to-day 
activities of life? 

What is the connection between right worship and 
obedient living?

Paul urged the Christians in Rome, saying, “Therefore, brothers 
and sisters, in view of the mercies of God, I urge you to present your 
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God; this is your true 
worship” (Rom. 12:1). This means worship is more than an activity in 
which Christians engage. Rather, the Christian life ought to be always 
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worshipful, in all things. Paul also exhorted the Colossians saying, 
“Whatever you do, in word or in deed, do everything in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him” (Col. 3:17).

Thus Christians are to be living sacrifices in worship to God, giving Him 
glory at all times in all things. Thankfully, Christians aren’t left to their 
own devices to figure out what gives God glory and what does not. Jesus 
said, “If you love me, you will keep my commands” (John 14:15). Those 
who have been redeemed by the blood of the Lamb glorify God in all of 
their lives by living in accordance with the Word of God. 

Application: How do you worship God in song, prayer, and 
Bible study as well as in obedience to His Word in everyday 
life? What needs to change based on today’s study?

Conclusion
What Isaiah witnessed wasn’t a vision of the future or only a special 
occasion. He was given a glimpse of the ongoing worship of God by the 
angelic beings that have worshiped God since the unknown past; they 
were worshiping God when Isaiah saw the vision and are worshiping God 
now. One day, those who are in Christ will join them. What we learn 
from this passage is that we can join in this worship even now because of 
Christ’s work on our behalf. Christians have access to God’s throne and 
are enabled to worship God in spirit and truth.

When you think of worship, what comes to mind? How has 
today’s lesson challenged your understanding of worship? 
What might hinder your worship?

How should the collective worship of the church change our 
relationships with one another?

Why is sharing the gospel with others the natural result of a 
lifestyle of worship?

Prayer of Response
Ask the Lord to make you a person who worships Him continually 
in spirit and in truth. Ask God Almighty to give you insight into His 
value, glory, and power. Take time now to worship Him as you pray, 
recognizing both His attributes and His work on your behalf. 

Additional Resources
• Sing! by Keith and Kristyn Getty
• The Air I Breathe by Louie Giglio
• True Worshipers by Bob Kauflin
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Session Title
 - God is Generous

Main Passages
 - Matthew 20:1-16

Session Outline
1. The Wisdom of the Master (Matt. 20:1-7)
2. The Sincerity of the Master (Matt. 20:8)
3. The Generosity of the Master (Matt. 20:9-16)

Memorize 
Then I heard the voice of the Lord asking:
Who will I send? Who will go for us?
I said:
Here I am. Send me.
- Isaiah 6:8

Daily Readings
 - Monday - Isaiah 6:1-8

 - Tuesday - Galatians 2:20-21

 - Wednesday - Exodus 15:11

 - Thursday - Psalm 96:9

 - Friday - Revelation 4:8

 - Saturday - Revelation 15:4

For Next Week
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Purpose
Isaiah’s message is relatively simple. First, Isaiah accused God’s people of sin: rebelling against 
the one who made them and redeemed them. Second, Isaiah instructed these sinners to reform 
their ways and act obediently. Third, Isaiah announced God’s judgment on the people because 
of their sin. Finally, God revealed his future restoration of the people, or at least of the faithful 
remnant that survived the judgment. As part of the restoration of God’s people, Isaiah foresaw 
both judgment on the nations (chaps. 13–23) and a future turning of the nations to God (2:1–4). 
The first part of the book (chaps. 1–39) emphasizes sin, the call to repentance, and judgment; the 
second part (chaps. 40–66) emphasizes the hope of restoration.

Author
The book presents itself as the writing of one man, Isaiah son of Amoz. The superscription to the 
book dates his prophetic activity as spanning the reigns of four kings of Judah: Uzziah (783–742 
BC, Isaiah’s call is dated to this king’s last year, 6:1); Jotham (742–735 BC); Ahaz (735–716 BC); 
and Hezekiah (716–686 BC). On Uzziah (Azariah) see 2Kg 15:1–7; 2Ch 26:1–23. On Jotham 
see Kg 15:32–38; 2Ch 27:1–9. On Ahaz see 2Kg 16:1–20; 2Ch 28:1–27. On Hezekiah see 2Kg 
18:1–20:21; 2Ch 29:1–32:33. Not much is known about Isaiah apart from his prophecy.

Setting
Uzziah’s reign was a particularly prosperous time in the history of Judah, but storm clouds were 
on the horizon. Assyria was on the rise again in the person of Tiglath-pileser III (745–727 BC). 
The Assyrian king threatened to engulf Syria and the northern kingdom of Israel. After the death 
of Tiglath-pileser, his successors, Shalmaneser and Sargon, defeated the northern kingdom in 722 
BC and deported its citizens. This event brought Judah even more under the shadow of that great 
empire. Isaiah 37:38 suggests that the prophet lived until the death of Sennacherib in 681 BC.

Special Features
Isaiah was an eighth-century BC prophet. His book is the first of the Prophets in the English 
canon and the first of the Latter Prophets in the Hebrew canon. Isaiah is powerful in its poetic 
imagination, intriguing in its prophetic vision, and complex in its structure. One can never read 
or study the book without gaining new insights into the nature of God and our relationship with 
him. The authors of the New Testament read the book of Isaiah in light of the coming of Christ 
and realized that this prophet anticipated Messiah’s coming with remarkable clarity. For this 
reason they quoted or alluded to Isaiah more than any other Old Testament book.

Historical Context of Isaiah
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Isaiah 6:1-8
6:1. A brief moment of biography provides a glimpse of how such dire predictions as we have 
seen in the preceding chapters came to be uttered. The basic explanation comes from God’s 
commission to his prophetic messenger. The disease-ridden but successful and powerful King 
Uzziah died in 640 B.C. In those difficult circumstances a young man went to worship and had 
his life changed forever. Isaiah saw the Lord. This occurred within the Jerusalem temple, perhaps 
indicating that the prophet had been a professional minister on the temple staff. The earthly 
temple was suddenly transformed, allowing the prophet to enter the heavenly court, where 
God was enthroned, high and exalted over all creation in heaven and in earth. His greatness 
is indicated by the size of the train of his robe which occupied all the available room in the 
magnificent earthly temple.

6:2. God’s ministers were serving him. Seraphs (the traditional seraphim is a letter-for-letter 
transliteration of the Hebrew word seraph, including the plural ending -im) are literally the 
“searing or burning ones” and appear only here in the Old Testament as members of God’s 
court. They covered their faces so they would not see the holiness of God. Covering their feet 
is probably a euphemism for covering one’s private parts so that one could not be thought to be 
unclean in the holy presence. They were flying so they could maintain their position over the 
holy throne. 

The heavenly council is one of many ideas Israel had in common with its Near Eastern 
neighbors. Other religions saw a king of the gods ruling over a council of lesser gods. Israel 
claimed that her God, Yahweh, the only real God, ruled over a group of beings who served him, 
particularly in the role of messengers (see 1 Kgs. 22:19). Israel also made the radical assertion that 
God was the king of the nation rather than simply king of the gods.

6:3-4. The setting of Isaiah’s call was the doxology sung responsively by two members of the 
heavenly court (cp. Rev. 4:8). They looked down upon the earth and saw that it reflected the 
divine glory—that is, the prestige, wealth, and honor of God, literally, his weightiness. Yes, 
looking at earth gave heavenly messengers another view of God’s greatness. Burnt offerings 
and incense often filled the temple with a special aura and aroma. Heavenly voices filled it with 
something more tantalizing and awe-inspiring. The framework of the building shook at such an 
awesome experience. As God first led Israel through the wilderness in a cloud, so now his cloud 
of smoke infiltrated the temple, the building whose worship the previous chapters condemned.

6:5. Isaiah realized that he had no business in such a holy setting. He was able to see what was 
forbidden even to Moses (Exod. 33:20). Isaiah was not, however, the first to see God (Gen. 
16:13; Judg. 6:22; Pss. 11:7; 27:4; 63:2).

The vision turned Isaiah’s eyes inward to realize his own sinfulness. The woe language Isaiah 
used to express sorrow at the nation’s fate now pointed to the prophet’s problem. He had to 
endure what he proclaimed to others. Language predicting the death of a nation now confessed 

Extended Commentary
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that his own death appeared to be certain. I am ruined may mean “I am silenced, still, cannot 
reply” (author’s translation) since this is most often the meaning of the Hebrew word.

The prophet stood in the divine council but identified himself with his people on earth. He and 
his people were unclean, a term used in the temple worship to designate a person who had not 
followed the laws properly or who had come into contact with a substance that rendered him 
unclean.

6:6-7. God’s heavenly ministers performed the proper rituals for Isaiah. Here the dynamic 
character of Old Testament worship dramatizes both the odious nature of sin before God and 
the power of God to forgive and forget. The coal was so closely connected to the holy altar that it 
shared the altar’s holy character. The heat and holiness joined to singe the sin from the prophet’s 
lips and prepared him to use those lips as God’s messenger. God accepted the prophet’s confession. 
He was a person of “unclean lips” (v. 5). He was a sinner. He did not have to stay that way. God 
took away his guilt and atoned for his sin. 

6:8-10. Isaiah was fully accepted into the heavenly council to stand in God’s presence. He heard 
the question God posed to the holy council, Who will go for us? Rather than let one of the seraphs 
answer (1 Kgs. 22:21), Isaiah himself boldly volunteered, Here am I. Send me! He received an 
impossible assignment—the hardening of Israel. Here is the Old Testament’s bluntest statement of 
God’s total freedom over his world. As God once hardened Pharaoh (Exod. 7-14), so he hardened 
his enemy Israel. Here human understanding must bow before the sovereignty of God and his 
purposes with people. Jesus took up the same words and applied them to his generation (Matt. 
13:10-15; Luke 8:10; John 12:37-43).

At times God must destroy a generation before he can work out his purpose of salvation. The 
people have walked so far along the road of sin and rejection that divine intervention would send 
the wrong message about divine holiness and divine justice. In such times, God gives his messenger 
a hard word of judgment that leads neither to a great following among the people nor personal 
happiness.1

1.  Max Anders and Trent C. Butler, Holman Old Testament Commentary: Isaiah, vol. 15 (Nashville, 
TN: B&H Publishing Group, 2015).

References
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Max Anders (Isaiah)
Dr. Max Anders is the author of over 25 books, including the bestselling 30 Days to Understanding 
the Bible, and is the creator and general editor of the 32-volume Holman Bible Commentary series.  
He has taught on the college and seminary level and is a veteran pastor.  Max provides resources and 
discipleship strategies at www.maxanders.com to help people grow spiritually. 

Trent Butler (Isaiah)
Trent C. Butler is a freelance author and editor. He served ten years on the faculty of the International 
Baptist Theological Seminary in Ruschilkon, Switzerland, and for twenty-two years as editor and 
editorial director for Holman Bible Publishers and LifeWay. He wrote the Word Biblical Commentary 
volume on Joshua, the Layman s Bible Book Commentary on Isaiah, the Holman Old Testament 
Commentaries on Isaiah and Hosea through Micah, and the Holman New Testament Commentary 
on Luke. He served on the editorial Board of the Holman Christian Standard Bible, and edited the 
Holman Bible Dictionary. Dr. Butler has a Ph.D. in biblical studies and linguistics from Vanderbilt 
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