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Memory Verse

Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, each of you, in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the 
Holy Spirit.” 

– Acts 2:38, CSB

Session 3

Pentecost
Acts 2:32-41
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THEOLOGICAL THEME: When the Holy Spirit came at Pentecost, 
everything changed, and the church was born. From that day forward 
the Holy Spirit has brought powerful change to people’s lives through the 
church.

Most of us know people who change the mood when they show up. It may be a bold 
person who brings energy that goes to a different level. It could be a negative person 
who automatically dampens the atmosphere. It may be a funny person who lightens 
a group up and brings levity. There are many ways people can bring change, and it is 
difficult to miss when you are in the presence of someone like that.

Although there are people who bring change when they arrive, none of them can 
compare to the change that the Holy Spirit brought when He arrived at Pentecost. 
After waiting for the gift of the Spirit to come, the group of disciples and believers 
who were gathered in Jerusalem experienced the miraculous difference the Holy 
Spirit makes.

Who is someone you know that changes a room positively 
when he or she shows up?

What is it about him or her that makes a difference?
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Session Summary

The disciples and fellow believers had been waiting in Jerusalem as Jesus instructed. When 
the promised Holy Spirit arrived, everything changed. Under the power of the Spirit, Peter 
preached a message that was heard and received by thousands of people. 

What happened at Pentecost was miraculous and is considered the birth of the church. 
Numerous people were convicted of their sin and repented that day. What had been 
promised and prophesied was happening, and the world was forever different following the 
arrival of the Holy Spirit. 

1. Bold Preaching (Acts 2:32-33)

In the powerful moments after the Holy Spirit came to the believers in Jerusalem, Peter 
took a stand and began preaching in the newfound power he experienced. The main 
subject of his message was Jesus, and he spoke passionately about the Savior. In the 
previous verses of chapter 2, the results of the arrival of the Holy Spirit are described in 
more detail. Some onlookers began mocking the believers and making fun of them for the 
changes they experienced. Peter called them out and defended his fellow believers.

Imagine the moment as Peter lived out things from prophecies in earlier Scriptures. He 
quoted passages that were written many years before even as he addressed the topic of the 
resurrected Messiah. This day was the culmination of the promise from Jesus to send His 
Holy Spirit. People couldn’t help but notice what was happening and Peter took advantage 
of the opportunity to preach about Jesus.

How have you noticed a difference in your life or the lives of 
others because of the Holy Spirit’s presence?

Who are you praying for that needs the Holy Spirit, needs to 
receive Christ as Lord and Savior?
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The resurrection was contested by many, but Peter pointed out that there were plenty 
of witnesses to Jesus’s resurrection and ascension. Jesus had been resurrected and 
then ascended into heaven after forty days. The most powerful testimony possible 
is that of eyewitnesses. Peter declared there were plenty who could verify what Jesus 
had done.

Peter then addressed the comments and criticism from the observers who took 
note of the changes experienced through the arrival of the Holy Spirit. This was 
an uncommon occurrence, and Peter made it clear that everything happening that 
day was a direct result of Jesus’s resurrection and ascension. He told them Jesus 
had poured out His Spirit who brought about these changes. It was all a part of 
God’s great plan, and they were only doing their part in spreading the Word as they 
experienced the filling of the Holy Spirit.

Why do you think people were criticizing what they 
noticed happening after the pouring out of the Spirit? 

Prior to Pentecost, the Holy Spirit had not been continually present with individuals. 
Since that day, whoever receives Jesus as Savior is gifted the Spirit. Those believers 
gathered in a room to wait for the Spirit to come, but we are blessed to receive His 
presence immediately. In both cases, the result is the same—when the Holy Spirit is 
present, things change.

Application: Where do you need to seek change through the 
Holy Spirit?
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2. Call for Response (Acts 2:34-37)

As Peter continued his message, he quoted Psalm 110:1 that foretold the deity of 
Christ. It’s extremely important that all people know and recognize the fact that 
Jesus is God. He was not just a good man or a great prophet. He is the long-awaited 
Messiah, and He is God. Even though they crucified Him, God had declared Him 
both Lord and Christ. Those who refused to believe Jesus is who He claimed to be 
needed to know the truth about Him.

It is the responsibility of all believers to share the message about Jesus to the 
unbelieving world. Once the truth is proclaimed, each person must decide what 
his or her response will be. Peter made it clear that a response is necessary when 
confronted with the truth.

What role has the truth about Jesus played in your life to this 
point?

The truth Peter preached called for a response from the people. The text tells us 
many felt the words deep inside as if it were cutting to their hearts. The phrasing 
“pierced to the heart” (v. 37) is a good description of what conviction feels like. In 
this moment, truth pierces one’s soul and creates feelings of conviction deep inside. 
Just as cutting something opens it, conviction opens the heart and mind to see our 
sin and calls for a response to that recognition of sin.

When was a time you were “pierced to the heart” (v. 37) with 
conviction from the Holy Spirit?

In response to his message, the people asked Peter a question. Instead of mocking 
him, they sought his help and advice. No one forced them to stay and listen. They 
were not coerced into listening to the entire message, but people are drawn to the 
Holy Spirit’s work. The Spirit’s work is certain, and those who are drawn to Him 
want to know more. 
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We often think of sharing the good news of Jesus as going to others. But following 
Peter’s message at Pentecost, the Spirit worked so that people actually came to the 
believers for more information. They were deeply moved by the bold proclamation from 
Peter, and they asked him what their response should be. They knew a response was 
necessary but didn’t know what that was. There are times we become overwhelmed 
and know we need to do something but are not quite sure what to do. That was what 
happened at Pentecost, and the people sought Peter for further guidance. 

Application: How might God be calling you to help others who might 
not be sure what to do? Maybe share a meal or cup of coffee or offer to 
pray for them? Maybe start a group with friends and neighbors?

3. Powerful Invitation (Acts 2:38-41)

Instead of wanting to run Peter out of town or arrest him, the people wanted to know 
more about how to follow Jesus. What an incredible testimony of the power of the Holy 
Spirit. To see a crowd change completely was evidence of the work of God that took 
place and likely encouraged to Peter and the other disciples.

When have you clearly seen the Holy Spirit working? How did that 
encourage you to help others follow His guidance?

Peter answered the people with clear, direct, and simple words. He didn’t criticize them 
for their previous unbelief or rejection of Jesus. He didn’t try to shame them or make 
them pay for their sins before coming to Christ. He told them to repent. To repent is not 
to just be sorry or feel bad. It is about agreeing with God about your sin and making a 
complete turn toward Him and away from your sin. Where the people had so recently 
called for the crucifixion of Jesus, they would now flip their thinking and embrace Him 
as their Savior and Lord. Repentance carries the idea of stopping, turning, and moving 
forward toward Jesus.
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How have you experienced repentance? How might you 
describe this experience to another person?

You can’t turn toward God without turning away from the things He is against. 
Once a person chooses to repent and turn toward God, the next step is baptism. 
Peter told the people they needed to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. This 
baptism would be a public expression of their complete faith and trust in Jesus. 

If they chose to repent and be baptized, then they would receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. Peter wanted to make it clear that any who chose to obey the Lord would 
be blessed with the same powerful Spirit that the original believers had received. 
He also said this promise would apply for generations to come. Believers today can 
testify that this promise is still being fulfilled. The text tells us Peter didn’t stop at 
this point but continued encouraging those listening to turn to Jesus. Christians 
today should follow Peter’s example and continually share the truth of the gospel as 
we invite people to repent of their sins and be baptized into faith in Christ.

There was a mighty harvest of souls in response to Peter’s message. The Bible says 
about three thousand were added to the church that day. What an incredible move 
of the Spirit that took the church from something around 120 people to over 3000! 
Many of the people were likely Jewish travelers who had come to Jerusalem for 
Pentecost. They may have expected something to happen during their travels, but 
they encountered more than they could have imagined. The people who repented 
and were baptized that day would then have traveled back to their homes and taken 
their new faith with them. The impact from Peter’s message may have numbered 
about three thousand where it happened but could have been multiplied many 
times over as those new believers went home and shared about what happened. The 
text also points out that those who were baptized had received the message being 
proclaimed. If they had not received what Peter preached, then they would not 
have submitted themselves to being baptized. The two go hand in hand and should 
continue to be held together today. 

Application: With whom will you share about your own faith 
journey of repenting and being baptized?
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Conclusion

Once the promised Holy Spirit was poured out on the believers waiting in Jerusalem, 
nothing would ever be the same again. Peter took advantage of the opportunity to 
preach the truth to those who were gathered, and he spoke with boldness through 
the empowering of the Holy Spirit. The same people who had rejected Jesus and 
called for His crucifixion openly received the truth that Jesus is the Messiah and 
God. 

The powerful message from Peter amazed and intrigued the crowd. They listened 
to Peter as he quoted from Old Testament passages about the deity of Christ and 
declared other truths about Jesus that caused the people to be cut to the heart. 
Conviction from the Spirit calls people to respond, and the very ones who had so 
recently rejected Jesus were drawn to a relationship with Him. The people realized a 
response was needed, and they asked Peter what they should do next to follow Jesus. 

Peter answered them with a simple, clear instruction. He told them to repent and 
be baptized. Repentance is all about turning away from sin and the things God is 
against while turning to God. Baptism is a public declaration of new life and faith 
in Jesus. The people who chose to accept Christ that day were about three thousand. 
This huge harvest of souls was instrumental in taking the gospel to many other 
places. The result from what God did at Pentecost that day is immeasurable because 
those new believers went away changed and shared their new faith back in their 
hometowns and regions.

Where are you seeking the work of the Holy Spirit in your life? 
How does today’s passage encourage you in that regard?

Ask your group to prayerfully consider how the Holy Spirit is
leading you to participate in taking the gospel to others (Going on a 
mission trip, collect supplies for missions, support financially, offer 
daily prayer support, etc.)

How will you rely on the Holy Spirit as you seek gospel 
conversations with others this week?
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Here’s How to Become a Christ-Follower:
Read the following verses and ask after each one: “What does this say to me?”

• All have sinned: Romans 3:23 & 1 John 1:8
• The wages of sin: Romans 6:23 & John 3:18
• But while we were sinners, salvation was provided: Romans 5:8
• Become a Christ-follower: Romans 10:9-10 Confess and Believe

Accepting Christ is Just the Beginning:
Next Steps:
• Publicly profess your faith by being baptized (Matthew 10:32-33;

Luke 3:21; Romans 6:4).
• Join a church which follows the Bible, where you can grow in your faith

through prayer, Bible study and fellowship with other Christians.
• Get involved in groups for encouragement and accountability.
• Begin a daily personal worship experience with God where you study

the Bible and pray.
• Share with others what Jesus has done for you. Tell your story

(Romans 10:14; Matthew 28:19-20).
• Begin to live for God (Romans 12:1-2, 9-18; James 1:19-27).

For information on Missions, visit: brentwood.church/missions
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See and Hear

Main Passages

- Acts 3:11-26

Session Outline

1. Time to Hear (Acts 3:11-16)
2. Call to Repentance (Acts 3:17-21)
3. Warning (Acts 3:22-26)

Memorize 

Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, each of you, in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the 
Holy Spirit.”  
- Acts 2:38, CSB

FOR NEXT WEEK




