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Memory Verse

As he approached and saw the city, he wept for it.

– Luke 19:41, CSB

Session 3

When the City 
Doesn’t Love 

You Back 
Luke 19:35-44
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When the City Doesn’t Love You Back

THEOLOGICAL THEME: It is tempting to hold back from caring 
about others to the point that their suffering or sin causes us heartache 
and grief. Jesus experienced extreme grief over the city of Jerusalem that 
led Him to weep and mourn. 

Times of rejoicing and celebration can turn quickly. Have you ever been part of 
celebrating something or someone when something happened that shifted the 
atmosphere quickly? It may have been a sporting event where it seemed as if one 
player was going to be the catalyst for a big win, yet in the final seconds of the game 
a mistake caused your team to lose. A person who was being celebrated suddenly 
became the brunt of all the unmet expectations of victory. 

The contrast between the two emotional extremes creates a paradox that most of us 
have experienced at some point. Think about the emotional high that comes from 
watching your team fight for victory but then in the last few seconds, they end up 
suffering defeat. Today we will see a much more significant shift than any sports 
outcome. The people celebrated Jesus as He entered Jerusalem, but He knew well 
that their celebration would soon turn on Him, leading to His death on the cross.  

When have you ever experienced a celebration that turned 
into sorrow? What was the catalyst that changed your 
rejoicing to mourning?
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How would you describe the connection between those extreme 
emotions?

Session Summary

Making His final entrance into the city of Jerusalem, Jesus knew He would be rejected. 
He knew the time for the cross had come, but He still loved the city and its people fiercely. 
Though this is often called the triumphal entry, Jesus wept as He approached Jerusalem 
because He also knew what was to come for this beloved city.

The emotions Jesus felt were likely tied to the coming events of His betrayal and 
crucifixion as well as the destruction and punishment that the people who rejected Him 
would experience. His love for His people and the holy city were so strong that as He 
gazed over Jerusalem, He wept. Jesus’s weeping over the punishment of the same people 
who were about to betray and crucify Him is a beautiful display of unconditional love that 
believers should strive for as we encounter the lost and broken world around us.

1. Entering Jerusalem (Luke 19:35-40)

Jesus and His disciples prepared to go into Jerusalem for what would be the last time in 
His earthly life. Every detail was in place, even down to the animal Jesus rode on. Jesus 
chose a humble yet victorious approach to the city. The disciples followed instructions to 
the letter even though they still were not totally clear about Jesus’s words regarding these 
final days. 

The triumphal entry of Jesus into Jerusalem was an extravagant celebration honoring Him 
as the long-awaited King. The crowd celebrated, sang praises, and rejoiced much like they 
would when a conquering military hero returned after defeating a major foe. This was 
the first time Jesus had allowed any type of public celebration or affirmation of Himself. 
Spreading their garments out before Him was an expression of the people’s joy at seeing 
Jesus and their praise for all the things He had done. Word of His miracles had spread, 
and the people responded in gratitude and celebration for Jesus.
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How do you respond in rejoicing and praise when you think 
about all that Jesus has done for you?

The crowd lifted their voices in praise and celebration based on all they had 
witnessed and been part of. They used strong words of praise hailing Jesus as the 
King who had come in the name of the Lord. They also shouted for peace in heaven 
and on earth. Whether they knew it or not, truly Jesus was the Prince of Peace and 
deserved all glory. 

Why does Jesus deserve all the glory in your life? How do you 
seek to give that to Him?

The Pharisees, religious leaders of the day, were observing Jesus’s entry along with 
the celebrating and rejoicing people. They were not inclined to join in the celebration 
but instead were disturbed by everything happening. They challenged Jesus to put 
an end to the celebration. The praises of the people did not deter their feelings and 
motivated them to act. The enemy cannot stand the praises of God’s people and will 
go to extreme measures to stop glory from being ascribed to the Lord. The Pharisees 
mistakenly believed that if they could get the people to stop then it would stop the 
work of Jesus from going forth.

Jesus’s response to the Pharisees was classic. They wanted Him to shut down the 
crowd from praising Him and receiving Him as King. Jesus replied that creation 
itself would cry out if the people didn’t. It was the right time for Him to be 
recognized for who He was and to receive some of the glory and praise He was due. 
Jesus often discouraged people from public displays of praise, but on this day, at this 
time, He did not turn away their praise. Their praise stemmed from remembering 
the various miracles and great deeds He had done. There was no holding back praise 
that day.



5Session 3

Application: What do you need to praise and celebrate Jesus 
for today? What tempts you to hold in your praise for Him?

2. Mourning over the City (Luke 19:41-42)

Though Jesus knew the fate that awaited Him in Jerusalem, His distress was not 
about Himself but about the future that awaited the city and its people. What is it 
that enables someone to care more about the fate of others over his or her own difficult 
situation? It is love. Jesus had such love for Jerusalem that it caused Him frustration 
and anguish, knowing what their future held. Although He would face physical pain 
and suffering Himself, the fate of Jerusalem was what moved Him to tears.

When has someone else’s situation moved you to strong 
emotion even more than your own difficulties? 

Reading how Jesus was moved over the city and its coming destruction gives us 
an insight into the heart of God. He is a perfect and just God who will administer 
punishment or judgment as promised but He does not enjoy the suffering of His 
people. His heart is always for people to be in right relationship with Him. Yet, 
He also allows us to make our own choices. Those choices can be accompanied by 
severe consequences at times. The Jewish people had plenty of opportunities to make 
the right choice and yet they rejected their chance to avoid the coming destruction. 
Even though the people made decisions that led to the consequences they would 
face, God would not delight in their difficulties. Jesus demonstrated God’s great love 
for His people when He wept over those who would soon call for His crucifixion.

What would it take for you to weep over the suffering of 
someone who has done you wrong as Jesus did?
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Jesus mourned over the fact that the people did not recognize His coming and take note of 
the defining moment it was. They had searched for peace in many ways. They placed their 
faith in the wrong people and things and now they were going to reap the consequences of 
that misplaced trust. 

Blind does not always mean without sight. You can be blind to something right in front 
of you that you just don’t see correctly. These people were blind to the truth and that was 
connected to the grief Jesus experienced on their behalf. Imagine the frustration He felt as He 
considered all the ways the people had missed out on living in the truth and accepting Him 
as the Messiah. The Prince of Peace was at their city gates, and they missed Him, choosing 
instead to pursue things that would always disappoint. Jerusalem had been called the “city of 
peace,” yet this city was anything but a city of peace because the people did not see clearly. 

Have you ever been blinded to the truth around you? Any one of us can find ourselves 
believing a lie and missing out on the truth found only in Jesus. It is tragic and yet is 
also reversible. We can ask God to open our eyes to see the truth. We can seek to know 
His Word so that we will not be vulnerable to believing the lies of the enemy. We can 
also learn to love like Jesus so that we care about the plight of others and are willing to 
be part of God’s kingdom work. We can commit to trusting in Jesus to bring us peace 
instead of searching for it in all the wrong people, places, and things. But in our text today, 
destruction was coming to the city of peace, and it broke Jesus’s heart.

Application: Where are you tempted to look for peace outside of 
Jesus? Why is that enticing?

3. Coming Destruction (Luke 19:43-44)

There are things in life that cannot be avoided. It is common to say death and taxes are 
two of those. Add to those the fact that because our God is just and righteous, we will 
answer for the choices we make. Jesus knew this was true, and He also knew the terrible 
destruction that was coming for Jerusalem because of their rebellious and sinful ways. 
Though they had heard the truth and received impassioned teaching and preaching, they 
had been blind to it. Their hearts were hard to the gospel, they turned away from Jesus, 
and soon would pay the price for their sin.
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When was a time you missed the truth and believed a lie 
until your eyes were opened?

Jesus named specific attacks they would experience from their enemies. In predicting 
a barricade around the city, Jesus warned that Rome would build an embankment 
or enclosure around the city to trap them. Their freedom to go and come as they 
pleased would be gone.

The enemy would surround the city and lay siege to them, taking away their trade 
routes and avenues of provisions. The city was to be destroyed and the people within 
would be killed. The details of this attack were horrendous and all encompassing. 
The children would not be spared, and the city would be absolutely devastated. It 
was complete, terrible, and certain. This knowledge weighed on Jesus even as He 
entered the city amid praise and celebration. He looked around and saw the happy 
joyful faces of the day as well as the devastation to come. Consider how that would 
affect His emotions as He rode into Jerusalem.  

How did Jesus’s grief over Jerusalem show His love and grace 
toward them? 

Because He knew the vastness of the coming punishment, Jesus’s heart was heavy, 
and it affected Him greatly. He warned the people about what would happen, 
and the destruction would include the people, the city, and the temple. When 
He referred to not leaving “one stone on another,” He was predicting the absolute 
destruction of the temple itself. This special place meant for meeting the Lord and 
listening to teaching would be attacked to the point that no stone would be left in 
place. Nothing would be left to represent the house of God that had meant so much 
to the people and the city. 

Jesus ended His remarks with the reminder that all the destruction and coming 
devastation could have been avoided had they recognized the Messiah among 
them. History showed that Rome went on to attack Jerusalem and carry out every 
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one of these predictions. Every detail was correct and the timing of all these events 
happened just as Scripture foretold. Though we cannot fix the problems with 
Jerusalem that Jesus wept over that day, we can learn from their plight. There are 
still predictions and prophecies in Scripture that are yet to be fulfilled. How will we 
as the body of Christ be prepared for those to take place? Jesus mentioned that they 
didn’t recognize the time of His coming. He is coming back, and Scripture tells us 
to live in anticipation of His return. What we do with the time we have until then 
matters greatly. 

Application: How is the destruction of Jerusalem a warning 
for us to heed as we choose how to live in light of Jesus’s 
second coming?

Conclusion

As He approached Jerusalem, Jesus looked the city and was so overcome with 
emotion that He wept. He loved Jerusalem, even though He knew what awaited 
Him in the coming days. He also knew what punishment awaited the people for 
their rebellious ways. Though the people shouted with joy and praise as He entered 
the city, Jesus knew it would change quickly. 

Before long the same people who were praising Him would be calling for His 
crucifixion. They would reject Him, and that rejection would bring destruction. 
This broke His heart and caused Him to mourn for His beloved people and city. It 
weighed heavy on His heart that the blindness of the people caused them to miss 
who He was and the peace that comes with trusting Him as the Messiah. Likewise, 
we will answer for the way we respond to Him. He is coming again, and the wise 
person will be ready when He does. 
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How much does it impact you to recognize the lostness of 
other people? What would it look like to imitate Jesus in this?

How might God be calling you to care enough to act on 
behalf of those in need of Him?

How should this motivate us toward gospel conversations 
with others?
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How Much Longer Can We Take This?

Main Passages

- Revelation 

Session Outline

1. Unworthy and Overcome (Revelation 5:1-4)
2. Only One Is Worthy (Revelation 5:5-7)
3. Praise Jesus (Revelation 5:8-14)

Memorize 

As he approached and saw the city, he wept for it. 
- Luke 19:41, CSB

FOR NEXT WEEK


