
1

Memory Verse

For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for salvation 
to everyone who believes, first to the Jew, and also to the Greek. 

– Romans 1:16, CSB

Session 1

Called to Salvation 
Romans 1:16-17; 2 Corinthians 

5:11-21; Ephesians 2:8-9
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Session

1
Called to Salvation

THEOLOGICAL THEME: When we deeply understand the 
magnitude of the gift Christ offers us in salvation, we feel compelled to 
share that good news with others.

CALL TO ACTION: If you became a believer later in life, make a 
list of what things have changed in your beliefs, thoughts, actions, and 
habits since then. If you became a believer early, perhaps as a young child, 
consider how God has shaped you. What decisions might you have made 
differently if not guided by Christ’s work in your life? 

John Newton considered himself a failure in many areas of life. By the time he 
turned 11, his mother had died, and he was brought to live at sea with his father, 
who was a sailor. He eventually embraced life at sea and the debauchery and poor 
choices that came with this decision, and he abandoned the Christian morals his 
mother had taught him.

In 1748, after Newton had made many poor choices, his father ordered him to 
go back to England. During the journey, the boat he was on, the Greyhound, 
encountered a huge storm. While the crew struggled to survive, Newton struggled 
with the reality of his life and the choices he’d made. When they found land, 
Newton found Jesus.

Newton made his way into ministry around 1755 and continued his work through 
the early 1800s. In 1773, as part of a sermon, he wrote the hymn he is most known 
for: “Amazing Grace.” Think about the power of the salvation Newton described in 
the lyrics: Grace so amazing, so powerful, that it can save even a wretch of a person, 
lost in sin so deep they feel like they could never be rescued.1
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Newton saw firsthand how God could work powerfully in a person’s life, remaking and 
rerouting it for the better. Today, we’ll explore what Scripture says about the power of 
salvation and consider how it has reshaped our lives for good.

How has God shown His amazing grace in your life?

Would anyone like to share the story of when you were saved?

Session Summary

Today, we’re talking about salvation. We are saved by grace through faith in Jesus. This 
isn’t something we can earn on our own; it’s a gift offered by God. When we understand 
the depth of God’s love for us, and the magnitude of that gift, we are compelled to live 
differently, acting as Christ’s ambassadors and sharing that love with others.

Paul lived a life unashamed of the gospel, sharing it freely and openly, with little regard for 
personal preference or safety. When we are unashamed of the gospel, we also share openly. 
Like a stick of dynamite fundamentally changes a building being remodeled, God works 
powerfully through the gospel, remodeling lives.

1. How We Are Saved (Ephesians 2:8-9)

How would you explain salvation in Jesus to someone unfamiliar 
with the idea?

What important points about salvation did Paul make in these 
two verses?
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Ephesians is a letter written by the apostle Paul to the church in Ephesus. These 
two simple verses in Ephesians share an important gospel truth. The New 
Living Translation makes it even simpler: “God saved you by his grace when you 
believed. And you can’t take credit for this; it is a gift from God. Salvation is not 
a reward for the good things we have done, so none of us can boast about it.”

We are saved by grace alone. 

Mercy is when we don’t receive something we deserve (like God’s wrath, which 
we deserve because of the sin in our lives), and grace is when we get something 
we don’t deserve. In this case, the thing we get from God that we absolutely 
don’t deserve is salvation. The rightful result of our sin is death, but God’s gift of 
salvation brings eternal life (Romans 6:23). 

We could never hope to earn salvation, no matter how many “good” deeds 
we check off our to-do list. In Galatians 2:21, Paul said if we could earn our 
own salvation, then the cross would’ve been for nothing. Our culture places 
great emphasis and value on accomplishment. We celebrate the idea of earning 
something by working hard. There is nothing wrong with working hard to earn 
something. In fact, working hard is a biblical concept (Colossians 3:23-24), but 
we can never be saved by our work. 

We only receive salvation through grace. It is a gift, freely given by God 
(Ephesians 2:8). We only receive and accept it. When we place faith in Jesus and 
choose to follow Him, we accept that gift of grace. So, how does salvation work, 
exactly? This is a concept many Christians struggle to put it into words. Scripture 
teaches we are saved by grace, through faith in Jesus:

•	 If you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart 
that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.  
—Romans 10:9

•	 For everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.  
—Romans 10:13

If you haven’t trusted in Jesus yet, but you want to, a simple prayer you can 
pray is: “Dear God, I know I’m a sinner. I ask you to forgive me of my sins. I 
believe Jesus is the Son of God, and I want to follow Him. Amen.” (If you know 
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someone who doesn’t know Jesus yet, this is an easy prayer to lead them through 
as well.)

Application: What are your big takeaways about salvation 
from these two verses? Who could you share this with?

2. What’s Next? (2 Corinthians 5:14-21)

What does it mean to be compelled by Christ’s love (v. 14)? 
How does that affect our lives?

What does it mean to be a “new creation” in Christ (v. 17)?

Second Corinthians is a letter written by the apostle Paul to the church in 
Corinth, which had been plagued by false teachers (2 Corinthians 11:13-15), who 
had convinced many in the church to abandon the gospel Paul proclaimed. This 
passage reminds us that receiving salvation is not the end of the process, but the 
beginning of a changed life. We are saved . . . now what? 

Paul wrote that he was compelled by the love of Christ. God loves us so much 
that He sent Jesus to die on the cross for our sin. That is a life-changing kind of 
love. Jesus’s sacrifice made a way for us to be in direct relationship with God and 
changes the way we live. Living for Jesus is naturally going to look different than 
when we lived for ourselves before salvation. We, like Paul, should be compelled 
to share that love with others. 

Those saved by Christ are made into a new creation. This is a concept we see 
more than once in the New Testament. After we meet and follow Jesus, we are 
transformed by His Spirit completely. Where we were previously dead in our 
sins, we are now alive. Every day, the Holy Spirit works in us to make us more 
like Jesus in word and deed. We won’t ever get this one hundred percent perfect, 
but when we are walking with God, our lives look differently than they did 
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before coming to know Jesus. One of the ways our lives look different is through the 
ministry of reconciliation.

What is reconciliation? To be reconciled means to restore a broken relationship. 
The relationship in view in this passage is our relationship with God. God is perfect; 
we are not. We are all sinners (Romans 3:23), and we need reconciliation in our 
relationship with God because sin separates us from Him.

How are we reconciled to God? In the Old Testament, God’s people were reconciled 
through sacrifices and offerings, but these measures, and this plan, was always only 
temporary. The long-term plan was always Jesus, who is the ultimate sacrifice. 

•	 “For God loved the world in this way: He gave his one and only Son, so that 
everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life.” —John 3:16

•	 But God proves his own love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died 
for us. —Romans 5:8

Where animal sacrifices were temporary, Jesus’s sacrifice is permanent—it covers 
our past, present, and future sins. We are reconciled with God (our relationship with 
Him is restored) because Jesus paid the debt for our sin on the cross. He died for our 
sins and was raised three days later. We are saved by grace through faith in Jesus.

The ministry of reconciliation that Paul described in this passage is one given to all 
believers, not just people like Paul (or those in vocational ministry). God wants to 
use all of us as His ambassadors who share with others so that they might also be 
reconciled to God through Jesus.

Application: Think about what your life looked like before you 
knew Jesus. How has your life changed since following Him? 

3. Unashamed of the Gospel (Romans 1:16-17)

What does it mean to be unashamed of the gospel?
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In what way is the gospel powerful in our lives and 
the world?

Romans is a letter that the apostle Paul wrote to the persecuted church in Rome. 
It contains many foundational truths for believers. This is why many use the 
“Romans Road” to share the gospel today.

When we are ashamed of something, we can feel embarrassed or reluctant to act 
or call attention to that thing. When we are unashamed, though, we act openly. 
We aren’t restrained or reluctant. We act proudly.

Paul said he was unashamed of the gospel. For Paul, this meant sharing the 
gospel no matter the consequences. As we read in 2 Corinthians, Paul felt 
compelled to share the gospel, and he shared with little regard to his own 
preferences or physical safety. (The book of Acts is riddled with accounts of the 
persecution Paul endured for the sake of the gospel.)

In America, we may not face persecution as Paul did, but we might experience 
embarrassment or reluctance to tell other people about Jesus. Maybe we’ve never 
shared the message of Jesus before and are afraid we will say something wrong. 
Maybe we’re worried about what others will say or think (being “canceled” by 
someone we value). These feelings are normal, and we should take them to the 
Lord in prayer. Though we are responsible to share, we can’t create change or 
make someone receptive to the gospel message. That takes the pressure off us for 
results. That’s the Holy Spirit’s job, and He will work as He wills through our 
obedience.

These verses also make clear salvation comes from God and is available to anyone 
who believes. God has the power to save. God has the power to change lives. 
The Greek word used for “power” here is dynamis.2 It’s where we get the word 
“dynamite.”3 God has the power and ability to completely reshape the way our 
lives look. Just like a stick of dynamite completely reshapes anything it impacts, 
the gospel has been radically changing lives like Paul’s since the first century.
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Application: What would it look like for you specifically to live 
unashamed of the gospel? How do you need to take action?

Conclusion

Our first passage in Ephesians explained a foundational truth about salvation: 
We are saved by God’s grace through faith in Jesus alone. Salvation is Jesus plus 
nothing. We don’t have to believe in Jesus and have perfect attendance at church 
or believe in Jesus and never sin again. Good works are a natural result when we 
are walking rightly with God, but they don’t earn or keep our salvation. Salvation 
is a gift we receive when we believe the truth about Jesus and follow Him.

In our passage in 2 Corinthians, Paul wrote of being compelled by Jesus’s love. 
When we understand the depth of God’s love for us, and the magnitude of that 
truth, we are compelled to live differently and share God’s love with others.

In Romans, Paul declared that he was not ashamed of the gospel, and we 
considered if we can say the same. If we claim we are not ashamed, are we living 
like it? When we are unashamed of the gospel, we are unhindered in sharing with 
others how Jesus has shaped our lives.

Like a stick of dynamite fundamentally changes a building being remodeled, 
God works powerfully through the gospel, remodeling lives. God can do more 
than we could ask or imagine (Ephesians 3:20), and His deep, sacrificial love for 
us is the best news that is always worth sharing.

We read in Ephesians 2:8: “you are saved by grace through 
faith, and this is not from yourselves; it is God’s gift.” How 
might this gift be a difficult concept for those who have 
missed the mark a lot? Why is this such good news for 
those who know how much they need something outside of 
themselves for salvation?
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Why should the magnitude of God’s gift of salvation and 
forgiveness compel us to share the gospel with others?

How is God calling you to live unashamed for the gospel this 
week? How will you respond?

Memorize 

For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for salvation to 
everyone who believes, first to the Jew, and also to the Greek. 
- Romans 1:16, CSB
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