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Memory Verse

But as it is, God has arranged each one of the parts in the body just as he wanted. 
– 1 Corinthians 12:18, CSB
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THEOLOGICAL THEME: All believers are gifted by God to serve in 
some way or another. We each have the responsibility to identify the ways 
we have been gifted and use those gifts to serve the church and bring glory 
to God.

CALL TO ACTION: Give opportunities for church 
members to discover their God given spiritual gifts and 
how they can be used to build up the body of Christ in the church.

Introduction

It has been said, “It’s the thought that counts,” but sometimes you may have wondered 
what the thought was behind some presents you have received over the years. When it 
comes time to receive a gift, you may have people who always give you the perfect gift 
or you may have those who tend to get you things you have no desire for or any idea 
how to use. Many times, those random unwanted gifts end up in the giveaway pile or 
rewrapped and regifted to someone who hopefully will find a better use for the item 
than you did.

While you may be grateful for the thought, unless a gift has use in your life, it doesn’t 
make much of a difference to you. That is one of the important realities about the gifts 
of the Holy Spirit. He knows exactly what you need because He knows exactly what 
you’ll face in the future. Every believer has been given certain spiritual gifts that are an 
exact fit for you because they come from the Father who knows you and created you in 
His image. No regifting is ever needed.
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What is a gift you received but never used? What do you typically 
do with those type of gifts?

How can we know that God only gives useful and helpful gifts to 
His children?

Session Summary
It is important for all Christians to know and recognize they have been given gifts by the Holy 
Spirit. These gifts are widely diverse and yet all have a common purpose. The purpose of the 
spiritual gifts is to be used for the good of the body as a whole and not for personal gain. 

We should never get caught up in comparing and grading our gifts against those of another 
believer. It is easy to get caught up in the temptation to compare and focus on what other 
people are doing instead of what God has called us to do. When we fulfill the role God has 
given to each of us, then the body will flourish, and the gospel will continue to spread.

1. God Gives Gifts to All (1 Corinthians 12:1-11)

God gives spiritual gifts to believers to glorify Him and build 
up the body of Christ. These manifestations of the Holy Spirit 
are varied and meant to be used for a common purpose. It is 
important to remember these gifts all come from the same 
divine source and are specifically chosen for each individual. 
Paul stressed the importance of being informed about the gifts 
and understanding their purpose.

Paul declared clearly that every spiritual gift is given from the 
same Spirit and the same God working through the group. We 
tend to look at the gifts given to other people and wish we were 
gifted in the same manner instead of putting the gifts we have 
to good use. Letting the gifts result in comparison and jealousy 
is to miss the purpose for which God has given them.

Jesus is Lord:
The exercise of spiritual 
gifts in the church was 
a subject on which the 
Corinthians had asked 
for advice. Many of them 
were attracted by the 
more spectacular gifts. 
All spiritual gifts are given 
by the Spirit. No one 
speaking by the Spirit’s 
power will use derogatory 
words about Jesus. The 
confession “Jesus is Lord” 
is the touchstone of the 
Spirit’s genuine work in the 
community.



4 Personal Study Guide  

How does it shape your perspective to remember the 
gifts are all from the same Spirit and the same God who is 
working them out in the lives of believers individually and 
together? How does this assure it that the gifts are not 
meant to work in competition?

It is crucial to realize that all spiritual gifts have a role and value to the kingdom. Paul 
warned the believers from falling into the temptation of thinking that their gift was 
better or more important than someone else’s. When you realize the common source 
and the common goal of the gifts, it is easier to see how they all work together and are 
all vital to the work of the gospel. 

Why is it important to not think too highly or too lowly about 
your spiritual gift? What happens if this is our focus?

God’s power can be displayed in innumerable ways. There is no reason for inflating the 
value of your gift or devaluing it in any way. Believers are to appropriately value the gifts 
we have been given and use them to bring glory to God. The spiritual gifts are described 
as the manifestation of the Spirit of God because they provide evidence that the He is at 
work in our lives and in this world. God uses imperfect human beings serve, love, share, 
teach, and lead, all to bring glory to Him by using their gifts. 

Although the Holy Spirit is always with believers, He is more visible or apparent in 
our lives at different times. When we obey Scripture and use our gifts rightly, others 
will notice a greater power at work in us. The goal of the spiritual gifts is for the profit 
of all and not the individual. There is never a time for people to seek personal gain or 
glorification from our gifts. We are to remember that they were given to individuals for 
the good of the body of Christ as a whole. 

Application: How are you seeking to use your gifts to build up 
the body of Christ? How can you grow in this?
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2.  Diversity and Unity of the Gifts (1 Corinthians 12:12-20)

After he listed some of the specific spiritual gifts that believers receive, Paul identified 
the way those gifts all work together. Stressing that Christ followers are one body, Paul 
discouraged comparison of gifts, or viewing a specific type of giftedness as being above 
the others, because we as believers make up one body. This reminder emphasizes the 
unity we should strive for as the body of Christ in the local church.

How can unity or disunity affect the way that the body of 
Christ functions as a whole? Why does this matter?

To emphasize the importance of each part, Paul compared different giftings with 
different parts of the human body. We all have experience with the problems that arise 
when various parts of our body aren’t working correctly, no matter how small or unseen. 
We also know the value of our bodies functioning as they were intended to and with no 
hindrances.

Just as every part of the body is valuable and important, every spiritual gift is also 
important and valuable. Each part of the body works better when they work together. 
This is true of the human body and of the body of Christ, the church. Each part needs 
and depends on each other to function. Focusing on a desire to have another gift or play 
another role causes malfunction in the body of Christ.

When was a time a small or overlooked part of your body 
didn’t work correctly (like a toe)? What impact did this have 
on your whole body? How does this relate to Paul’s teaching 
on the church?

The illustration of the church as a physical body helps us understand the value of 
the roles we play in the church. Some lead with the microphone. Others manage the 
logistics of the building while still others invest in encouraging and supporting church 
members. If you look around your church on any given Sunday, you will see various 
roles being carried out by people with many different gifts and abilities. For the church 
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to function properly, every one of those roles and others we often don’t see, are necessary. 
The ear is not more important than the foot and no spiritual gift is most important. If you 
are a believer in Jesus Christ, you have been gifted to serve and build up the body. If you 
fulfill your role as God calls you, there is no better way for you to glorify God.

Application: Consider the ridiculous idea of your entire body 
being an eye or a hand. Why is this absurd? How does this apply 
to believers wrongly elevating various gifts in the body? How are 
you susceptible to this way of thinking?

3. Purpose of the Gifts (1 Corinthians 12:21-31)

Paul continued with the body illustration and gave specific examples. Just as most people 
don’t wake up every day thinking about their middle toe and giving it special treatment, if 
they drop a weight onto that toe, it demands attention. When one part of the body is hurt, 
it affects the entire body, and we suddenly understand how important that part is. Although 
there may be certain parts that seem more valuable, each piece supports the whole body.

Paul’s reference to less honorable parts was not about value but about taking care of and 
protecting each part appropriately. Just as each person is careful about his or her body and 
is concerned about the welfare of each body part, the same should be true of the body of 
believers.

What are various ways we protect and care for different parts 
of the human body? What does this teach us about the unique 
care needed throughout the church?

Paul brought the imagery of the body back to the church in a direct way. He outlined 
various roles in the church and again made clear that no gift is supreme over the others. 
Though every part of the human body is unique, every part is essential for the body to 
do what it was designed to do. In the body of Christ, all the individual gifts in the lives of 
believers come together for the church to be built up. If we can’t come together, embracing 
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each other in unity in the church, then what reason will the rest of the world have to 
believe the message we tell them? For the church to function rightly, every believer must 
know and embrace who God has made him or her to be in Christ.

What problems would arise if all believers had the same 
gifts and the various gifts were not spread throughout the 
body? Think back to the idea of the entire body being an eye 
or a hand.

Paul made clear that God has given all of us gifts, but none of us have received every 
gift. If we had every gift, we would not need each other or need to rely on the Holy 
Spirit. God has made His body to work together to fulfill His mission on the earth. 
None of us is meant to go it alone. The best gift for you is the one that God chooses to 
bestow on you for the use of the greater good of the body. Trust God’s will and submit 
to His authority as you strive to develop and maximize the gifts you’ve received so that 
the body of Christ is built up and God is glorified. 

Application: How has today’s lesson challenged your 
thinking about spiritual gifts?

Conclusion

Every believer in Christ is given spiritual gifts. These are not to be used as tools of 
comparison or jealousy but are given by the same Spirit for a common purpose. These 
gifts are both diverse and unifying as they are given for the same intent though they 
are manifested in different ways. These gifts of the Spirit are not for personal gain or 
glory but are given for the good of the whole body of Christ. We must not give in to 
the temptation of comparing our gifts with other people’s gifts but trust God and allow 
Him to use us for His glory. Each person’s gifts and abilities are important, specific, 
unique to them and valuable for serving the body. 
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Paul wrote about the church being one body and every person being a valuable part of 
it. Every person is gifted in different ways and each of us are to use our gifts and abilities 
to further the ministry of the church and the kingdom of God. Just as the body works 
together to function, so the church needs every member working together without 
being distracted by comparison and jealousy. No one gift is considered more valuable or 
desirable than another. Each believer must seek to discover his or her own gifts then put 
them to practice serving the church for kingdom work to continue most effectively.

How have you been guilty of comparing or coveting another 
person’s giftedness?

How can you encourage another person in the gifts of God 
you see in their life?

How is the gospel advanced as we work together as a body 
as Christ intends?

Memorize 

But as it is, God has arranged each one of the parts in the body just as he wanted. 
– 1 Corinthians 12:18, CSB
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