Teaching Plan

Genealogy of the King

November 30, 2025

Lesson Summary

Main Passages
Matthew 1:1-17

Session Outline
1. From Abraham to David (Matthew 1:1-6)
2. From David to the Babylonian Exile (Matthew 1:7-11)
3. From the Exile to the Messiah Matthew 1:12-17)

Theological Theme
Jesus is the Messiah the Old Testament prophesied would come.

Call to Action

During the holiday season, commit to praying for Jesus to heal broken relationships. Ask
for and seck opportunities to share the gospel with family members and friends in need of

the saving King.
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Introduction

As our society has placed more emphasis on identity and heritage,
researching one’s personal ancestry has become incredibly popular. Using
sites like Ancestry.com, with their 60 billion records, you can build your
own personal family tree, tracing back for generations. You can even test
your DNA to discover more of your ancestral history!

We even have TV shows dedicated to this pursuit! On “Finding Your
Roots” on PBS, the host (Harvard scholar Henry Louis Gates, Jr.)
dives into the ancestry of his guests, including celebrities like Laurence

Fishburne and Debra Messing.'

Perhaps the most important ancestry to ever be recorded, though, is that
of Jesus Christ, the Messiah. We're going to dig into this family line today
in the first chapter of the New Testament, Matthew 1.

@ Have you ever looked into your own genealogy?
@ Did you find anything interesting or surprising?

Session Summary

Matthew’s genealogy boldly affirmed Jesus as the long-awaited Messiah.
In a surprising departure from tradition, Matthew included Gentile
women in Jesus’s lineage, signaling that both women and Gentiles were
included in God’s redemptive plan (and would continue to play important
roles in it).

Matthew emphasized Jesus as the “Son of David” to show He fulfilled the
prophecy that the Messiah would come from David’s royal line.

1. From Abraham to David (Matthew 1:1-6)

Why might Matthew have begun his gospel account with a
genealogy? What does this tell us about God?



What names stand out to you from this list? What
significant women are mentioned here?

So ... why genealogy? While modern readers are sometimes tempted
to skip over passages of genealogy, this trail of historical figures builds a
foundation that points to Jesus as the Jewish Messiah whose arrival was

prophesied in the Old Testament.

The gospel of Matthew is distinctively Jewish.? Matthew was a Jew
himself and the words he used, the way he wrote them, and his many
references to the Old Testament (more than any other Gospel writer) draw
important lines that offer proof to a Jewish audience, especially that Jesus
is the promised Messiah.

Beginning in verse one, Matthew called Jesus Christ (meaning the
Messiah or “anointed one” ?) and connected him to two important
figures in Jewish history: King David and Abraham. Interestingly, most
genealogical accounts name the earliest ancestor first (everyone else came
after them, so they were considered most important), but Matthew did
something different. He called this “an account of the genealogy of Jesus
Christ” (v. 1), making clear that Jesus is the most significant figure of this
line*

There are many names listed here, but let’s consider a few critical ones.
y

Matthew started at Abraham (v. 2), the father of God’s chosen people.
Abraham was a critical figure for the Jews. Back in Genesis 12, God called
Abram (God would later change his name to Abraham) to leave his own
land and go to the land God would show him. When he issued this call,

he made Abram a promise of generations that would come from Him.

At the time, Abram and his wife, Sarai (God would later change her name
to Sarah), had no children. But God promised Abraham and Sarah a son
(Genesis 15:4-5; 17:15-19; Genesis 18:10-14), and even though many years
passed, the son came. Isaac was the son of the promise. (Notice his name
is next in Matthew’s genealogy!)

God promised Abraham in Genesis 12:3: “All the peoples on earth will be
blessed through you.” God fulfilled His promise of a son by sending Isaac,
and God fulfilled this promised blessing by sending Jesus.

Note the women mentioned here.’ The usual practice in the ancient Near
East was to trace lineage through men, but God included women. And
not just any women, Gentiles and sinners.

Jesus’s
Genealogy

Matthew began his story
by recounting selected
events surrounding Jesus’s
birth (about 4—6 b.c.). The
genealogy establishes
Jesus’ ancestry by which
He was a legitimate
descendant of David and
rightful candidate for the
messianic throne.

Session 12 3



Leader Guide

Tamar was a Canaanite (Genesis 38). The widow of Judah’s sons, when
Judah denied her right to marry his youngest son, she dressed in disguise
and slept with Judah (who mistook her for a prostitute), getting pregnant
and bearing Perez and Zerah.

Rahab was a prostitute from Jericho (Joshua 2, 6; Hebrews 11:31). Rahab,
a foreigner, feared the Lord and, at great personal risk, hid the Israelite
spies scoping out Jericho for destruction. Her bravery saved not only her
but her entire family.

Ruth was also a foreigner. When her husband, brother-in-law, and father-
in-law died, in a risky move, she accompanied her mother-in-law Naomi
back to Naomi’s homeland, where she married Boaz.

Why does this matter? Jesus established a new kingdom where both men
and women, Jews and Gentiles would play an important role. They are
all part of God’s redemptive plan. This idea might not seem surprising
to us, but it certainly would to a first-century Jew, who did not associate
with Gentiles. Many Jewish men, thanks to cultural tradition (not God’s
design), also held a low view of women.

Application: God uses unexpected people for His purposes.
How has He used you unexpectedly?

2. From David to the Babylonian Exile
(Matthew 1:7-11)

@ What names do you recognize in this section of genealogy?
What do you know about this portion of Israel’s history?

@ Why would David have been an important figure to mention
here?

The most prominent figure in this section of genealogy is King David.
David was the second king of Israel and is a very significant figure in
Israelite history.

David wasn’t perfect. In fact, he made some colossal mistakes that had
devasting consequences, but he was known for being faithful. In scary
situations, when his back was against the wall, when time was of the
essence and it would have been easier to do his own thing, when he was
treated unfairly, when things were going wrong, when he failed . . . David
trusted and turned to God. Scripture calls David a man after God’s own
heart (1 Samuel 13:14), and he became the benchmark of faithfulness and
obedience by which future kings of Israel would be measured.



God made and fulfilled a promise for David too: “Your house and
kingdom will endure before me forever, and your throne will be
established forever” (1 Samuel 7:16) David’s house and kingdom and
throne endure forever through the King of Kings, Jesus.

Uriah’s wife (Bathsheba) is mentioned in this section. David’s
heartbreaking choice to take her, sleep with her, and then, when she
became pregnant, ultimately have her husband murdered in an attempt
to cover up what he had done was condemned by God as sinful and evil.
David faced very serious consequences for this sin but did turn to God in
repentance. God hates sin, but the story He tells over and over again in
His Word (and in the family line of Jesus) is that He can work to bring
good out of our sinful messes.

The Messiah was also prophesied to come from David’s line. As a resul,
Jews descending from David were very careful to preserve their genealogies
because they believed the Messiah was coming.® This familiar passage in
Isaiah 9 points to this:

For a child will be born for us,

a son will be given to us,

and the government will be on his shoulders.

He will be named

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,

Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.

The dominion will be vast,

and its prosperity will never end.

He will reign on the throne of David

and over his kingdom,

to establish and sustain it

with justice and righteousness from now on and forever.
The zeal of the LORD of Armies will accomplish this.

—Isaiah 9:6-7 (emphasis added)

Scripture identified that the Messiah would come from David’s line, and
Matthew called Jesus the “Son of David” to drive this point home.” This
fact would not be lost on a first-century Jewish reader!

Application: God used David despite his famous sin against

Bathsheba. What does that tell you about how God can
use you, no matter your past?
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3. From the Exile to the Messiah
(Matthew 1:12-17)

@ What stands out to you in this portion of genealogy?

Who are some of the names you don’t recognize? What
does the fact that they are included here tell you about
God?

This final group of genealogy traces Jesus’s lineage through the exile to
Jesus’s birth. Jesus’s ancestors were exiled to Babylon because of their
choice to sin and turn their hearts away from God. Yet, still their hope
was not lost. God would use even this to bring about the promised one.
Matthew clearly named Jesus as the Messiah in this section.

Matthew concluded by summarizing and reemphasizing Jesus’s heritage.
Through this lineage, we see that God’s promise was fulfilled to Abraham
throughout the generations. Despite sin, failure, and rebellion against
God, God remained completely faithful to His people and His word.

Application: How has God been faithful in your life? How
can looking back on your past remind you of this truth?

Conclusion

Matthew’s detailed genealogy is a powerful statement, especially to a
first-century Jewish audience (to whom he hoped to prove that Jesus was
the Messiah). By tracing Jesus’s lineage through Abraham and David,
Matthew provided evidence that Jesus was indeed the long-awaited
Messiah promised in the Old Testament. Matthew’s choice to begin
with Jesus rather than the earliest ancestor flipped the traditional format,
emphasizing Jesus’s importance over even the most revered figures in
Jewish history.

While ancient Near East genealogies typically focused on tracing lineage
through men, Matthew included women—specifically Gentile women
with colorful stories: a Canaanite (Tamar), a prostitute from Jericho
(Rahab), and a Moabitess (Ruth). Their inclusion here reveals something
important: Gentiles and women were included in God’s redemptive plan
(and would, and still do, play important roles in it).

The prophesied Messiah was to come from David’s line, Matthew made
sure to spell this out by calling Jesus the “Son of David.” David was an
important figure in Israelite history. Though David was far from perfect,
he was known for being obedient and faithful to God (making him
unique among the kings of Israel). God’s promise to David, promising



that his throne would endure forever, was fulfilled through Jesus, the
eternal King,

God chose for Jesus to come from David’s line by way of Bathsheba,
against whom David sinned. This choice to sin (and keep sinning) was
one of the lowest moments of David’s life. God condemned David’s
actions as evil. And yet . . . God worked through it, reminding us that
even though God grieves sin and hates it, He can still work powerfully
through it.

Matthew ended this section of genealogy by emphasizing Jesus’s lineage.
This is all in support of Matthew’s claim that Jesus is the Messiah.

@ What does this passage teach us about God’s promises?

@ What does this genealogy reveal about God’s heart for
inclusion and redemption?

@ What does this passage tell us about who God can use to
accomplish His good plans? What does that mean in your
life?

Prayer of Response

Thank God for faithfully keeping His promises across generations,
from Abraham to David to Jesus. Thank Him for using imperfect
people (like us!) and messy stories to accomplish His perfect plans.
Thank God for including everyone—Gentiles, women, sinners, and
all—in His family and for extending His grace to everyone.

Memory Verse

So all the generations from Abraham to David were fourteen
generations; and from David until the exile to Babylon, fourteen
generations; and from the exile to Babylon until the Messiah,
fourteen generations. —Matthew 1:17

Additional Resources

Be Loyal by Warren Wiersbe
Exalting Jesus in Matthew by David Platt
The Gospel of Matthew by R.T. France
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Historical Context of Matthew

Purpose

Matthew probably wrote his Gospel in order to preserve written eyewitness testimony about

the ministry of Jesus. Matthew’s Gospel emphasizes certain theological truths. First, Jesus is the
Messiah, the long-awaited King of God’s people. Second, Jesus is the new Abraham, the founder
of a new spiritual Israel consisting of all people who choose to follow him. This new Israel will
consist of both Jews and Gentiles. Third, Jesus is the new Moses, the deliverer and instructor of
God’s people. Fourth, Jesus is the Immanuel, the virgin-born Son of God who fulfills the promises
of the OT.

Author

The author did not identify himself in the text. However, the title that ascribes this Gospel to
Matthew appears in the earliest manuscripts and is possibly original. Titles became necessary

to distinguish one Gospel from another when the four Gospels began to circulate as a single
collection. Many early church fathers (Papias, Irenaeus, Pantaenus, and Origen) acknowledged
Matthew as the author. Papias also contended that Matthew first wrote in Hebrew, implying that
this Gospel was later translated into Greek.

Setting

Determining the date of composition of Matthew’s Gospel depends largely on the relationship of
the Gospels to one another. Most scholars believe that Matthew utilized Mark’s Gospel in writing
his own gospel. If this is correct, Matthew’s Gospel must postdate Mark’s. However, the date of
Mark’s Gospel is also shrouded in mystery. Irenaeus (ca AD 180) seems to claim that Mark wrote
his Gospel after Peter’s death in the mid-60s. However, Clement of Alexandria, who wrote only
twenty years after Irenaeus, claimed that Mark wrote his Gospel while Peter was still alive. Given
the ambiguity of the historical evidence, a decision must be based on other factors.

Special Features

This Gospel was written from a strong Jewish perspective to show that Jesus is the Messiah
promised in the Old Testament.
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Extended Commentary

Matthew 1:1-17

1:1 The title of this genealogy introduces several important themes in Matthew. Jesus is identified

as the Christ, Messiah, the King anointed by God to rule over his people. This is reiterated by
identifying Jesus as Son of David (v. 20; 2:2; 9:27; 12:3, 23; 15:22; 20:30-31; 21:9, 15). OT
prophecies like 2Sm 7:16 and Is 9:2—7 foretold that Messiah (the “anointed one”) would be a
descendant of King David. Jesus’s Davidic lineage shows that he meets this qualification. Though

the genealogy is otherwise arranged in chronological order, Matthew shifted “Son of David” ahead of
Son of Abraham to lay emphasis on the royal title.

The title “Son of Abraham” implies that just as Abraham was the father of national Israel, Jesus will
be the founder of a new spiritual Israel. The phrase an account of the genealogy of Jesus is unusual.
OT genealogies are consistently named after the earliest ancestor in the lineage because the Jews
considered that person to be most significant since everyone else derived from them. That Matthew
names his genealogy after Jesus, the final descendant in the lineage, implies that Jesus is more
important than anyone who preceded him.

1:2—6 Matthew mentioned four women in his genealogy, all of them Gentiles. Tamar was a
Canaanite. Rahab was from Jericho. Ruth was a Moabitess. Uriah’s wife Bathsheba was probably a
Hittite. The mention of these women signals God’s intention to include Gentiles and women in his
redemptive plan. Several kings are named also, but only David is explicitly given the title King. This
highlights that the Son of David (Jesus) will likewise be a kingly figure.

1:7-16 Matthew’s genealogy agrees with the genealogies of 1Ch 1-3 and Lk 3:23-38 from the
generation of Abraham down to David. After David, Matthew’s genealogy agrees with that of 1
Chronicles except for a few intentional gaps, but departs significantly from Luke’s. Some interpreters
argue from this that one or both of the NT genealogies is inaccurate. However, Jews in David’s line
carefully preserved their genealogies because they knew from the OT prophecies that one of their
descendants would be the Messiah. David’s descendants also had the privilege of providing firewood
for the altar in Jerusalem (m. Ta‘an. 4:5). Naturally, they kept careful records to demonstrate their
Davidic descent and preserve their privileges. Evidence in Josephus (Life 1) and rabbinic texts
suggests that genealogical archives were kept in public registers.

Scholars suggest several ways in which the genealogies of Matthew and Luke may be harmonized.
First, one may preserve the genealogy of Jesus through Mary and the other through Joseph. Second,
the custom of levirate marriage resulted in a child having different biological and legal fathers.
Perhaps one genealogy follows the biological line while the other follows the legal. Third, one
genealogy may trace David’s legal descendants who would have reigned if the Davidic kingdom
had continued, while the other lists descendants in Joseph’s specific line. A combination of these
approaches is also possible.

In English, it is difficult to identify the antecedent of the first occurrence of the pronoun who in v.
16. However, in Matthew’s Greek, the pronoun is feminine. Thus, although the rest of the genealogy
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focuses on fathers and only rarely mentions mothers, Matthew identified a human mother but not
a human father of Jesus, thus implying Jesus’s virginal conception.

1:17 Matthew’s arrangement of Jesus’s genealogy into three sets of fourteen generations is probably
an example of gematria, a system that assigns numerical value to letters of the alphabet (e.g., A =

1, B =2, etc.) in order to communicate a subtle message. In Hebrew, the numerical value of the
letters composing the name David is fourteen. Thus Matthew’s artistic arrangement probably
highlights Jesus’s Davidic lineage. If Matthew did intentionally use gematria, this supports the
view that he originally wrote his Gospel in Hebrew, for the gematria functions in the Hebrew
version of the genealogy but not the Greek.®
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