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CALLED TO GO

Matthew 28:18-20; Romans 10:14-17;
2 Corinthians s:20

Memory Verse

Houw, then, can they call on him they have not believed in? And how can
they believe without hearing about him? And how can they hear without

a preacher?

— Romans 10:14, CSB
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Session

Called to Go

THEOLOGICAL THEME: We are all called to go and teach people

about Jesus.

CALL TO ACTION: Identify one person in your life who needs to

hear the gospel. Pray daily that God would open a door for you to share
the gospel with that person. Keep praying until the prayer is answered.

How can someone believe in Jesus if they haven’t heard the truth about Him? This
profound question has spurred generations of Christians into action. This includes
Christians like Henry Gerecke, a US Army Chaplain who ministered to Nazi leaders
during the Nuremberg trial;' Christians like Lottie Moon, who left America in her
thirties and dedicated her life to sharing the gospel in China;* and Christians like
Burl Cain, former Senior Warden of Louisiana State Penitentiary (Angola), who
founded a seminary in Angola, opening doors for the gospel to be shared with
inmates.’

There is a wide world of people who need to hear about Jesus today, and they don’t
all live abroad in places we might normally imagine a missionary is needed. They are
in our neighborhoods, workplaces, grocery stores, and cities, and God wants to use
us to reach them.

@ How did you first hear about Jesus?

Date of My Bible Study:




g Who do you know that doesn’t have a relationship with
Jesus yet?

Session Summary

Jesus gave the Great Commission, telling His followers to take action (go) and teach
everyone (all nations) what it means to follow Jesus (make disciples, baptize, and teach
them). This command is meant for all Christians, whether they are vocational ministers,
overseas missionaries, or simply have the spiritual gift of evangelism.

Paul wrote that we are Christ's ambassadors. He explained that “everyone who calls on

the name of the Lord will be saved” (Romans 10:13), but how can someone call on Jesus’s
name if they don’t know the truth about Him? It’s our job to represent Christ to those who
don’t yet know Him.

1. The Great Commission Is a Command (Matthew 28:18-20)

g What did Jesus say about Himself in these verses?
Why does this matter?

@ What did Jesus tell His disciples to do?

This text is better known as the Great Commission. It wasn’t just meant for the
disciples who heard it the first time, and it isn’t just meant for believers who are
specially gifted for evangelism or called into missions today. The Great Commission
is meant for all believers.

Let’s break down what Jesus said here:

“All authority has been given to me in heaven and on earth” (v. 18).
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All authority has been given to Jesus by the Father. That means Jesus had
authority and dominion over the disciples’ lives, and it means He has authority
and dominion over our lives (and everyone else), too! With this authority, He was
about to issue a command to His followers, including us.

“Go, therefore” (v. 19).

Jesus began by telling them to go. This requires action. Does that mean we
need to move to another country to tell people about Jesus? Maybe. God does
call people into this type of ministry. He doesn’t call everyone to literally pick
up and move, but He does call everyone into action. Some have interpreted this
command as “as you are going.” As we go throughout our lives, God will put
people into our path who don’t yet know Jesus.

When we start taking the command to go seriously, we do change directions! We
move from a place where we are sitting on the sidelines to a place where we are
actively sharing about Jesus as we walk through our lives—and not just at church
but also with people who’ve not heard of Jesus yet.

“Make disciples” (v.19).

In Jesus’s day, a disciple would study under a rabbi, a Jewish religious teacher.

A disciple would live with the rabbi, following him around. The rabbi’s lessons
weren’t only reserved for times at the temple; a good rabbi would teach as he
went about his day, using examples that were physically around him and taking
advantage of every learning opportunity. A rabbi would teach how he interpreted
the Scriptures and how to live. The disciple was along for the ride, soaking in
wisdom as it was offered by his teacher.

Our Rabbi, and the Rabbi we are to introduce others to, is Jesus. When we make
disciples, with the power of the Holy Spirit, we introduce people to Jesus and
help them learn from Jesus’s teaching, just as we are seeking to do also. We share
what Jesus teaches us and how He is working in our lives. We study the Bible
together, and we pray together.
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Notice Jesus implied disciples are made, and we are a part of that process!
Learning about Jesus and how to live like Him doesn’t happen instantly; it is a
process and a journey that we continue for our entire lives.

“Of all nations” (v.19).

The gospel being for all nations is a concept that would have been radical for the
first-century Jew. Salvation through Jesus wasn’t just for the Jews; it was for the
Gentiles, too! There is no distinction in God’s kingdom. Still today, the good
news is for everyone. That includes people we don’t like and people we think will
reject the idea of Jesus.

“Baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit” (v.19).

Baptism isn’t necessary for salvation but is an outward sign of an inward change.
In Judaism, a new male convert would be circumcised, but Jesus didn’t command
that here. Baptism would be the new symbol of a believer’s faith.

“Teaching them to observe everything I have commanded you” (v. 20).

Jesus said to teach everything He commanded. We don’t get to pick and choose.
When we make disciples, we teach them everything, not just the things that are
easy to live by or the things that our society accepts.

To teach everything Jesus commanded, we must know what Jesus commanded.
This doesn’t only mean coming to church and listening to others teach us. We
must study the Bible on our own, too. When we study God’s Word, He meets
us there. The Holy Spirit gives us special revelation—understanding of what
His Word means and how He wants us to apply and share that knowledge.

But we never “arrive” when it comes to studying Scripture; we will never know
everything. Studying the Bible is a life-long pursuit during which the Lord
continues to teach us.

“Remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age” (v. 20).
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What a comfort! When we go and make disciples, teaching them about Jesus and
what it means to follow Him, the Lord is with us. The Holy Spirit dwells inside of all
believers. He is here to work in us! We aren’t doing it alone. We can’t do it alone. He
is always with us.

The Holy Spirit also gives growth to the seeds we plant. If the idea of telling people
about Jesus makes you nervous because you're worried you won’t say the right things,
the presence of the Holy Spirit takes the pressure off giving a perfect message. Jesus
gave us a lot of commands in the Great Commission, but changing hearts isn’t one
of them. That’s the Lord’s job, not ours, and He can work with anything we say.
Sometimes vulnerable, honest, imperfect words make more impact that polished
ones.

@ Application: How does thinking about telling people about Jesus

make you feel? Does it make you nervous? Is this something you
already do regularly? How can you move forward in obedience
in this area?

2. We Are Christ’s Ambassadors (2 Corinthians 5:20)

@ What does it mean to be an ambassador?

Q What does it mean to be Jesus’'s ambassador?

When you think about an ambassador, what comes to mind? A diplomat, perhaps?
A diplomat represents their country to others. They can speak, negotiate, and make
suggestions on their country’s behalf.

They might learn other languages, attend events, or participate in customs they
know nothing about. All these things can be hard, but diplomats know they are
worthwhile. They build relationships because they know this helps with their goal of
peace and prosperity among the involved parties.
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In 2 Corinthians 5:20, we read that we are ambassadors for Jesus in the spread

of the gospel. What exactly does this mean? God has trusted us with a very
important task! Paul wrote that, “God is making his appeal through us . . . be
reconciled to God.” To be reconciled means to restore a broken relationship. The
relationship in view in this passage is our relationship with God. God is perfect;
we are not. We are all sinners (Romans 3:23), and we need reconciliation in our
relationship with God because sin separates us from Him. We are reconciled with
God—our relationship with Him is restored—Dbecause Jesus paid the debt for our
sin on the cross. He died for our sins and was raised three days later. Salvation is
a gift we accept. We are saved by grace through faith in Jesus.

As Christ’s ambassadors, it’s our job to point people to Jesus. Think about the
modern-day diplomat’s work and how that might help us understand our role
better. Are we representing Jesus in our daily lives? Are we speaking the truth
about Jesus? Are we building relationships, seeking to spread the gospel?

Just as an ambassador’s job has big stakes for his or her country, our job as Jesus’s
ambassador has high stakes, too. Jesus is the only way to life (John 14:6), and
those apart from Jesus need someone to tell them the truth about Him. God has
called us to be those people.

Q Application: What are some ways we live as Jesus'’s
ambassadors daily?

3. Believing Comes from Hearing (Romans 10:14-17)

@ What point did Paul make in these verses?

@ Why should this give us a sense of confident urgency?
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Just before this passage, Paul wrote that “everyone who calls on the name of the
Lord will be saved” (v. 13), then he presented a problem we still have today: How
can someone call on the name of the Lord if they've never heard about Jesus?
How can someone hear and understand the gift of salvation Jesus is offering if no
one has ever shared the truth with him or her?

There are a heartbreaking number of people in our neighborhoods, towns, state,
and country who don’t know Jesus. Some of those people have heard about Him,
but many don’t understand the truth. They need someone to tell them. They
can’t call on Jesus’s name if they don’t know the truth, and they can’t understand
the truth unless someone tells them.

God can accomplish His mission by any means He desires, but He wants to use
us. Paul wrote in verse 15, “And how can they preach unless they are sent?” We
have been sent by Jesus, commanded by Him to go and teach others about Him.

Will we obey?

Q Application: Who needs to hear the truth about Jesus around
you? How can you tell them?

Conclusion

Acting as a witness for Jesus and living out the Great Commission can feel scary,
but getting started doesn’t have to be. Think about the way God has shown

up in your life. All believers have experienced the Lord’s grace, mercy, and
goodness. How have you experienced His provision? How has He shown up in
your life when you were walking in a dark valley and needing help? How has He
comforted you when you mourned? How has He brought peace into your life
when you were in a tense situation? How is your life better because He is in it?
We all have stories we can share with others. Remember, we have the Holy Spirit
dwelling within us to lead and empower us! We were made for this.
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@ What are some tools we can use to share the gospel with
others? Why is it important to be open to the Holy Spirit’s
guidance and not stuck on one method or approach?

@ Think about how God has worked in your life. What is your
story? How can you share it with others?

@ Name one person in your life who needs to hear the gospel.
As a group, pray over the names given and ask that God
would create an opportunity to share Jesus with them.

Memorize

How, then, can they call on him they have not believed in? And how can they believe
without hearing about him? And how can they hear without a preacher?

- Romans 10:14, CSB
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