Session 32

JOEL

Joel 1:13-20; 2:1-32

Memory Verse
Even now—this is the Lord’s declaration——turn to me with all your heart,
with fasting, weeping, and mourning.

— JoeL 2:13, CSB
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Session

Joel

THEOLOGICAL THEME: God sent the prophet Joel to preach

a message of repentance and warning to the people of Judah who were
living sinful lives.

CALL TO ACTION: Brentwood’s Goal #3 DxD Strategy. Home
groups/small groups are our opportunity to disciple others with the truth
that behind the whole course of history is God. God’s Spirit is at work
among us, and we must recognize that.

In the days of pioneering across America, the wagon trains would park in a circle at
night for protection from any enemies, whether wildlife or human. Fires were built
inside the circle and the people knew inside the circle was the safest place possible.
Any traveler who was isolated form the group, outside of the circle, could be in

danger.

We may not be traveling across the country in wagons, but people today still have
similar tendencies. When things are in chaos, people often “circle up” and gather
their loved ones together to seek protection from outside threats. How people
respond to crisis tells a lot about who they are and what they believe. The people
of Judah were in a major crisis of their own making. They were suffering the
consequences of their sin, and God sent Joel with a message of repentance.

Date of My Bible Study:




@ How do you typically respond when the surrounding world seems
chaotic?

@ How have you experienced the reality of “safety in numbers”?

Session Summary

The people of Judah faced a national crisis that affected every home in the land. The
prophet Joel came with a message form the Lord about why they were being punished and
a warning about further punishment to come for their sinful ways. He shared details from
a vision of a mighty army that would come and defeat them completely.

Because of who God is, He warned them in advance to give them opportunity to repent
and stay His hand of judgment. God wants His people to be in right relationship with
Him and if they repented, then He would bring His power against the mighty army
instead of handing the people over to their enemies. The book of Joel carries the message

of the coming day of the Lord, judgment, and the hope available when we trust and obey
the Lord.

1. Troubles and Repentance (Joel 1:13-20)

At the beginning of this book, Joel spent time describing the condition of the land.
Instead of beginning by prophesying about what was to come, he pointed out what was
occurring at the time. The land had suffered a plague of locusts, a devastating reality for
an agricultural society.

The troubles facing Judah consumed them to the point that it would impact generations.
This was not a passing moment but would change the course of their lives and be
remembered throughout history. Addressing the religious leaders of the day, Joel
challenged them to lead the way in repenting. They were to prepare for the work of
repentance.
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g What might cause God’s people to recognize the need for
repentance today? Why is it important that we respond
rightly in these moments?

Not only did Joel call for repentance, but he also listed how they were to repent.
God’s grace is often seen in His clear direction to His people when they have
sinned against Him. The people were not left to respond to God blindly, but
according to His specific instruction.

One of the steps of repentance was fasting. The elders or leaders were to be
initiators and set the pace for what needed to happen among the people. They
were called to gather in the house of the Lord and cry out to Him, trusting that
He would respond with mercy.

Q What are specific ways we can act in repentance today?

A significant theme throughout the book of Joel is the day of the Lord. This
refers to God’s action to punish sin and judge those of the earth. Ultimately

the day of the Lord will be finally fulfilled when Jesus comes in glory to judge
the earth. Judah would experience a time of judgment as a partial fulfillment of
God’s coming final judgment.

Joel named several other specific natural events that contributed to the complete
devastation of the land—drought, fires, suffering livestock, and the locusts. In
the face of such devastation, there was nothing Judah could do but cry out to
God. The Lord sent calamity to the degree that there was no place left for His
people to turn but to Him. They were powerless to fix their problems apart from

God.

Q Application: What do you need to stop trying to fix on your
own and cry out to God about?
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2. The Day of the Lord (Joel 2:1-17)

The first chapter of Joel described what had taken place in Judah. Chapter two
warned about what will happen in the ultimate day of the Lord. Those who are
right with the Lord look forward to His coming. They long for God to show His
power and might, confident of their place with Him.

People who are not right with God will have a very different response to the

day of the Lord. It is a day to dread because God will bring judgment on all
who are not found in Him. The people of Judah that Joel spoke to were not in a
good place with the Lord, so his words regarding the judgment of the Lord were
received with doom and gloom.

Joel warned of a mighty army that would come against them and invade their
land, describing the strength and efficiency of this army. This judgment was
certain if they continued the current path, but they still had the opportunity to
repent. Joel’s words were intended to prompt change and repentance.

@ Why is it important to recognize the opportunity for
repentance and not let it pass by?

Joel reminded the people of God’s power shown in His ability to defeat any army,
regardless of how impressive or mighty it was. The real power in the land of
Judah was found in the Lord, and Joel called the people to repentance in the face
of coming judgment. He instructed them to turn back to God and trust Him. If
their hearts were sincere, God would receive them. Despite the people’s continued
rebellion, God held out the opportunity for reconciliation. In His mercy, He
delays judgment, desiring all to come to Him (2 Peter 3:9).

@ How has God shown His mercy in your life? Why should this
prompt us to tell others about His goodness?
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Joel urged the people to seek the Lord in repentance based on God’s grace and
compassion. Knowing who the Lord is motivates us to return to Him when we have
gone our own way. The people of Judah needed the reminder of who God is as the
catalyst for turning back to Him.

Q Application: Where do you need to be reminded of God'’s grace
and compassion today?

3. Restoration (Joel 2:18-32)

After giving dire warnings and painting a bleak picture of what to expect if they
refused to repent, Joel’s message changed tone. The Lord wanted His people to know
if they responded rightly, He would renew their land and restore His relationship
with them. Imagine how encouraging those words would be for a weary, fearful
people surrounded by thousands of dead locusts from the recent plague.

@ When have you been reminded of the Lord’s heart for you, even
in a season where you needed to repent?

This passage describes what happens when God’s people cry out to Him. The Lord
promises to renew and restore. He also promised to pour out His Spirit on them.

The Lord listens when His people pray, and He hears our cries. Sometimes the
circumstances of life and our own sin can make us feel like God isn’t listening. When
that happens, we can always go back to His character and His promises. He made it
clear that if the people would cry out to Him, He would respond.

Part of the renewal God promised was to restore their material wealth and defeat the
mighty army form the north. When God’s people are in right relationship with Him,
they will find certain security. This may not always be physical security, but we are
eternally secure with Him no matter what. These promises of the Lord were cause
for praise and rejoicing. Joel encouraged the people to respond to this message in
worship.
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g What do you need God to renew and restore in your life?
How do you need to cry out to Him about this?

Joel described the ultimate restoration that will occur for God’s people. This
future time will be marked by an outpouring of the Holy Spirit that will come
on people fully and not just for certain occasions, as was the case in the Old
Testament. While the Spirit of God was at work in the Old Testament, He was
not with people continually as He would be following Jesus’s resurrection and
ascension.

Joel looked to the future when the Spirit of God would be poured out on all
flesh. Peter would quote these words at the coming of the Holy Spirit on the

day of Pentecost in Acts 2. In response, three thousand people were saved and
baptized! This great outpouring of the Spirit was accompanied by the promise
that whoever calls on the name of the Lord will be saved. This was a call to
prayer and to return to the one true God, turning from any false worship. Our
circumstances are quite different than those Joel originally prophesied to, but the
call is not different: repent, worship, and be restored.

g Application: How do you need to apply this study to your life
today?

Conclusion

Joel prophesied to the people of Judah about the punishment they would face

if they didn’t heed his words and repent. These words followed a devastating
locust plague that wiped out their vegetation and food supply. Amid this kind of
destruction, the people were confronted with the warning of a mighty army that
would sweep in and overtake them if they persisted in their sinful ways. This
coming judgment, the day of the Lord, was intended to give them a glimpse into
the future if they did not change their ways and turn back to God.
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Also included in this message was a reminder of who God is. The people had

lost sight of the Lord and needed to remember who He is and all He had done
for them. The Lord is patient, kind, merciful, and gracious. He often warns of
judgment with the goal of seeing His people repent and turn back to Him. The
Lord wants His people to turn their hearts toward Him out of love. The warning
of judgment can be a wake-up call and strong motivation to get back into right
relationship with God. God is the perfect Father, who will go to any length to get
His people back.

From the book of Joel, we get a picture of God’s might and power, His judgment
of sin and His grace and love for those who put their trust in Him. When we
read passages like this one in Scripture, they should stir in us an increased desire
to seek God’s forgiveness for our sin, cause us to choose to obey and worship
Him, and give us hope for the future: a day when God will right all the world’s
evils and unite us with Him for eternity.

@ Joel gave a detailed description of how the people were
supposed to repent of their sins. What does repentance look
like in our lives?

Q What does today’s passage indicate about the way God wiill
surely respond when His people repent, return, pray, fast,
and seek Him?

@ What does the prophecy in the book of Joel teach you about
God? About His character? About His actions?

Memorize

Even now—this is the Lord’s declaration—turn to me with all your heart,
with fasting, weeping, and mourning.

- Joel 2:13, CSB
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