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Memory Verse

Then Caleb quieted the people in the presence of Moses and said, “Let’s go up 
now and take possession of the land because we can certainly conquer it!” 

– Numbers 13:20, CSB

Session 10

Scouting the Land
Numbers 13:17-33



2 Date of My Bible Study:  ______________________________

Session 1

Session
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THEOLOGICAL THEME: God calls us to step out in faith and 
obedience, no matter our circumstances, because we trust Him.   

CALL TO ACTION: God promised the land of Canaan to his People. 
Some believed, some doubted. What is God calling you to do but fear is 
standing in your way?

There is a great scene in the classic movie Hoosiers when the small-town high school 
underdogs make it to the state basketball finals. The team of country boys had never 
been to a gymnasium quite like the one where the finals were being held and were 
completely overwhelmed by the magnitude. 

Coach Dale, played by Gene Hackman, didn’t want his team to give up before 
they even started so he brought out a measuring tape and had the players help him 
measure the height of the goal and the various distances on the court. His point 
was to give them perspective. Instead of being over awed by the size of the gym 
and feeling too small to compete, he helped them see that the court was the exact 
same size they were used to playing, and winning, on.1 Seeing things from a proper 
perspective is a big deal.

When have you been overwhelmed by your circumstances?
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What helps you gain the proper perspective when your 
circumstances threaten to overwhelm you?

Session Summary

The children of Israel found themselves on the border of the promised land and fighting 
a battle between faith and fear. After sending twelve spies to scout out the land, they had 
to choose whether to place their faith in God or give in to the fear that they would not be 
able to conquer the people occupying the land God had promised.

Ten of the spies reported back that God had been right about how great Canaan was 
but then proceeded to share cautions based on human perspective. When we base our 
decisions on what circumstances look like from our perspective and fail to take the power 
of God into account, we set ourselves up to miss out on what He wants to do in and 
through us. Caleb called the Israelites to immediate and complete obedience despite the 
reports of the other spies. We should follow his example and step into what God has for us.

1. Sending the Spies (Numbers 13:17-25)

After their exodus from Egypt complete with troops racing after them and parting the 
Red Sea to walk on dry ground, the Israelites made it to the edge of the promised land, 
Canaan. The goal they had been pushing for and looking forward to for so long was now 
in sight just across the Jordan River. Moses gathered the people and chose one man from 
each tribe to go and spy out the land.

What benefit would there be in sending one representative from 
each tribe to scout the land?
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The twelve spies received instructions to go into the land and see what it was like. 
Although the Lord had told them that the land was good, the spies were sent out to 
investigate and bring back a first-hand report to the nation.

Note that Moses told them the direction to go and what information to bring back. 
He wanted to know about the state of the land itself—if it was good for producing 
crops. They were to find out what kind of people occupied the land and how they 
lived. All these instructions were meant to prepare the Israelites for moving into and 
taking the land God had given to them.

The spies set out and followed Moses’s instructions. Touring the land, they went 
through the various cities and evaluated all they saw. During the forty days of their 
mission, the men learned much about Canaan and the people who lived there. At 
one point they even cut some of the produce they found. One cluster of grapes took 
two men to carry, displaying the bountiful nature of the land. 

How were God’s promises verified through the scouting of 
the land?

Much like the Israelites, we are faced with a choice of how to prepare and follow 
through in obedience to God. These spies did as Moses asked, and it took forty 
days. In Scripture, forty days often represents a time of testing or preparation. There 
are similar times in our lives where we find ourselves on the edge of God’s plan for 
us—a place He promised us, a new land He wants us to step into, or a position He 
invites us to trust Him in. What we do with that time will determine how the next 
steps go.

Application: How might God be preparing you for the next 
season right now?
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2. Scouting Report (Numbers 13:26-29)

The spies returned from their mission ready to report all they had seen and 
experienced in the land. They began by referencing being sent by Moses and the 
people instead of being sent by God. This may be an indication of their human 
perspective as opposed to seeing things from God’s perspective. This would become 
even more obvious as the men shared their recommendation.

Why does it matter that the spies were viewing things from a 
human perspective? Why does this matter in our lives?

Consider some of the specific things the men shared about the land. They 
acknowledged it was a beautiful and fruitful land just as God had described. After 
God’s repeated and miraculous faithfulness, there should have been no surprise that 
what He promised was true. The same is true in our lives. God has given us a deep 
well of His faithfulness to draw from in moments of uncertainty, but we easily turn 
back to what our eyes can see and what we believe is possible according to human 
standards.

Verse 28 begins with the word “however.” Some versions translate this as 
“nevertheless.” Either way, though the spies had seen God’s promises confirmed, 
they were led to believe something else.

Where are you prone to add “however” to the promises of 
God? Why is this problematic?

Most of the spies essentially said, “Despite what God told us about the land, here’s 
what we saw and what we think instead.” They listed out several factors that caused 
concern. They pointed out that the people of the land were strong and intimidating, 
and this was not unfounded: these were people with a history as tyrants and bullies. 
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The cities were also described as fortified and strong. The spies’ report was intended 
to create doubt and fear in the hearts and minds of the rest of the nation. Instead of 
encouraging the people to go into the land to take what God had already promised, the 
spies led the people toward rebellion and disobedience.

Application: What circumstance have you been looking at from 
a human perspective instead of viewing it through your faith in 
God?

3. Faith vs. Fear (Numbers 13:30-33)

But not all the spies acted out of fear. Two of them were full of faith. Caleb stepped up 
and spoke out. He was not the oldest or most powerful man in the group, but he still 
made a stand for what was right. He commanded the people to trust and obey God by 
taking the land as God had promised. Caleb called for immediate obedience by stepping 
out in faith and trusting that God would take care of the rest. It is important to realize 
the fears of the other spies were legitimate, but God’s promise and call for the people 
surpassed these threats. Caleb displayed characteristics of a great spiritual leader, doing 
what was right, even in a crowd full of doubt, fear, and unbelief. He was more focused 
on trusting God than joining the crowd.

Caleb’s stand stirred up the other spies, who continued to argue why it was impossible 
to go into the land. The basis of their response was a combination of truth, lies, and 
exaggerations fueled by fear. The enemy often uses these tactics to prevent God’s 
people from moving forward in faith and obedience. When the enemy can stir up 
the imagination of God’s people to focus on all the terrible things that might possibly 
happen, he can paralyze them and keep them stuck in the wrong place. This is what 
happened with the Israelites right on the edge of the promised land.

When was a time you were tempted to believe lies about God 
instead of God’s promises? How did you respond?
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The persuasive power of the other spies’ report was found in the bits of truth they 
shared. The strong warriors were there. But asserting that they could not go up 
against those people was false. They had forgotten God is in the business of fighting 
on behalf of His people. They were never instructed to take the land in their own 
strength but to trust and obey the Lord as they continued to step out in faith. Sadly, 
fear overcame them, and faith was left on the banks of the Jordan River.

Where are you being ruled by fear currently? How might God 
want to change your perspective?

The intersection of faith and fear is a place we often find ourselves. Will we believe 
only what we see or trust in the Lord? The Israelite spies looked at the promised land 
from human perspective instead of God’s perspective. They compared themselves 
to the powerful people living in the land and felt like grasshoppers. Any time we 
compare ourselves to our circumstances, we have potential to feel inadequate and ill-
prepared. But when we compare our circumstances to our God, He is always bigger, 
stronger, and more powerful. Right perspective is the key.

Application: Where is God calling you to trust Him over what 
you see? How will you respond?

Conclusion

The children of Israel reached the edge of the promised land, but the journey was 
not over. They found themselves at a defining moment where they must choose 
whether to continue trusting the Lord or give into fear of their circumstances. 
Sending the spies into the land was supposed to give them the information they 
needed to take the land. 
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At the Lord’s command, Moses sent one man from each of the twelve tribes of 
Israel to scout out the land of Canaan, bringing back a report on what the land was 
like, and bringing back some of the fruit of the land (Num. 13:1-3,17-20). Their 
assignment was not to decide whether Israel should possess the land. God had 
already decided that (v. 2). Like the Israelites who doubted God’s provision in the 
wilderness, ten of the twelve scouts let their circumstances dictate their joy. They 
reacted based on what they would be able to accomplish in their own strength. The 
same people who saw the Lord part the Red Sea while they walked on dry ground 
were now worried that they may not be able to fight against the strong inhabitants of 
Canaan.

When the spies took their eyes off the Lord and focused on their difficult 
circumstances, it influenced the desire of the entire nation. Any time we give in 
to the temptation to face our circumstances in our own strength, we will feel ill-
equipped and inadequate. But if we compare our circumstances to God, He is 
always big enough and strong enough for anything we face. 

Unlike the ten spies, Caleb and Joshua’s focus was not on their own strength or on 
the strength of their adversaries. Their focus was on the strength of the Lord. They 
were able to obey the Lord in the face of tremendous opposition because their hearts 
were not focused on themselves but on their great, mighty, and gracious Father. 
Joshua and Caleb begged the people not to rebel or to be afraid. They were so 
dismayed over the whole situation that they tore their clothes as an act of mourning 
or sorrow. In their obedience, Joshua and Caleb point forward to Jesus, who would 
show perfect obedience in the face of extreme opposition. At every point of possible 
failure, Jesus obeyed the Father completely.

What is God calling you to do where fear stands in the way 
of obedience? 

Where do you need to speak up for what is right like Caleb 
did?
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Who is God calling you to have a gospel conversation with? 
How can today’s study encourage you in that?

Memorize 

Then Caleb quieted the people in the presence of Moses and said, “Let’s go up now 
and take possession of the land because we can certainly conquer it!”  
- Numbers 13:30, CSB
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