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Memory Verse

The righteousness of God is through faith in Jesus Christ, to all who believe, 
since there is no distinction.

– Romans 3:22, CSB
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THEOLOGICAL THEME: The essence of God’s plan for the 
redemption of man is salvation by grace through faith in Jesus Christ. 
There is nothing anyone can do to earn this righteousness and, because we 
are all sinners, no one deserves it. That is why Paul described it as a gift.

CALL TO ACTION: Encourage believers to seek and share the 
gospel with people of all backgrounds and ethnicities, giving them an 
opportunity to receive the salvation of Christ.

When was the last time you were completely embarrassed? 
If you’re honest, do you ever get embarrassed about your 
faith?

What are some reasons a person might be ashamed of the 
gospel?

All of us have likely experienced a time we were completely embarrassed by someone 
or something. Have you ever let the fear of being embarrassed make you miss out on 
something fun? Interestingly, one of the biggest reasons people don’t share their faith 
is that they are worried about what people think. Most Christians would say they are 
not ashamed of the gospel, but our lives and behavior don’t always back that up.
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Today, we will study Romans 3, part of a letter written by Paul to strengthen and 
encourage the believers in Rome. Early in the letter, Paul encouraged them toward 
boldness in the gospel (Romans 1:16) and then in chapter 3, Paul dug into some of the key 
points of the gospel message. He sought to help his readers understand some hard truths as 
a way of making the bad news clear so that the good news is perceived as good as it really 
is. Because of what Christ has done, we can have boldness in proclaiming the truth about 
him to others.

Session Summary

In his letter to the Romans, Paul made it clear that no matter what they’d heard from 
various religious leaders or what kind of religious upbringing they’d experienced, there is 
no other way to receive salvation than by grace through faith in Jesus. The Old Testament 
law was no longer in force and working to keep it wasn’t a factor. Jesus defeated death and 
paid the price for sin once and for all. 

Jesus’s work on the cross is at the center of God’s plan to redeem humankind from the sin 
that plagues us. All people are born sinners, and nothing we do could ever earn salvation. 
To live rightly, we must look to Jesus and trust in Him by grace through faith. When 
we do, we accept His gift of salvation that is offered to all people. That makes all the 
difference.

1. Tough Questions (Romans 3:1-8)

All Scripture is true and given to us so that we can know God and live for Him. In the 
book of Romans, Paul spells out some of the most basic and foundational theology of 
the gospel. Using a thorough and strategic approach, Romans gives the big picture of 
the gospel while explaining salvation in a deep and personal way. In chapter three, Paul 
addressed some questions that might have been of concern to His audience.

Addressing the issue of how God deals with sinners whether Jew or Gentile, Paul made it 
clear that the Lord is faithful and righteous no matter what. The Jewish people had been 
entrusted as God’s people throughout history and would have to answer for the way they 
received or didn’t receive Jesus. God is justified in judging anyone who makes the choice to 
ignore or disobey Him. Sin deserves punishment and regardless of who sins, there are no 
acceptable excuses.
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As a trained and devout Jew, Paul wanted to address the issues that might arise and 
possibly be a deterrent from the Roman Christian’s acceptance of the hard truths 
he was writing to them. Some Jewish people might argue that their commitment 
to the Torah or their history with the Lord preclude them from facing the same 
consequences for their actions that a Gentile might face. Paul made clear there was 
no distinction.

How did Paul’s background a Jew give him more credibility to 
communicate this message? What unique opportunities has 
God given you to share with others?

Paul used logical arguments grounded in the gospel truth to remind his readers 
about the character and nature of God. His goal was to point them to the truth 
of God’s plan of salvation through faith in Jesus. Paul didn’t just want to win 
an argument but to help equip them with theological truth that could make a 
difference in their lives. He didn’t shy away from debate or discussion but sought 
that God would be glorified and His people would be equipped to spread the 
gospel to everyone they encountered.

What are some possible objections to or misrepresentations 
of the gospel in the world today? How might we answer 
them?

We can learn much from the way Paul addressed these questions. Both the way 
he addressed the issues and the approach he took are helpful for us today. We all 
sin, and we all tend to make excuses for our sin. This chapter points us to God’s 
grace and to His righteousness that leads to His judgment. We want all to hear 
the message of the gospel, repent, and place their faith fully in Jesus.

Application: Where are you tempted to twist the message of 
the gospel for your own benefit? How is God speaking to you 
about that?
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2. Bad News (Romans 3:9-20)

Referencing several Old Testament passages, Paul explained the problem for 
mankind. He pointed out that whether Jewish, Gentile, free, enslaved, poor, or 
rich, that the sad fact is we are all sinners and we deserve judgment. This has 
been the case since the Genesis 3 when sin entered the world. As these verses 
make abundantly clear, no one is exempt, and no one is righteous by nature. 
Apart from God, no person does anything completely in accord with God’s holy 
standard. There is no hope in our flesh because we have all been tainted by sin.

While these words may seem hard and blunt, Paul’s message is helpful because it 
is true. Consider the dramatic terms and imagery Paul used: worthless, throat as 
an open grave, tongues that deceive, venom under their lips, swift to shed blood, 
ruin and misery with no peace. Paul left no doubt that apart from Christ all are 
ruined by sin and without hope for redemption in themselves.

Which phrase that Paul used stands out to you most and 
why? How do you receive these descriptors as true about 
you (at least at one time)? Why do these words offend us?

Until we comprehend the depth and widespread effect sin has on our lives, 
we miss the necessity of the gospel. It is important to understand that our sin 
deserves nothing less than death considering the holiness of God. The good news 
of the gospel starts with the darkness of our sin so the light of Christ can shine 
even more brightly.  

Instead of being discouraged by these verses, we can be encouraged by the reality 
that Christ has done everything necessary for our salvation when we were at our 
lowest and without a desire to draw near Him. Paul made clear that we had no 
hope of saving ourselves. When we get to the bottom of our own efforts, we can 
receive what God offers through faith in Christ Jesus.

How has it impacted you to clearly see the bad news of your 
life to accept the good news of the gospel?
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Application: From this perspective, how are we free to confess 
our sin without feeling the need to justify or cover for ourselves?

3. Redemption (Romans 3:21-31)

Imagine receiving the greatest gift without any need to work, pay, or earn in any 
fashion. That is exactly the imagery Paul used as he described the righteousness of 
God as a gift. As amazing as it is, the gift we receive through faith in Jesus is not the 
result of anything we can possibly do. It is described as a gift for a reason.

What makes us uncomfortable about the fact that salvation is 
free? What makes us want to try to earn it somehow?

Paul stressed that the righteousness of God is brought to light apart from the law. 
This disqualified anyone from assuming a higher standing because of any form of the 
law kept alongside the finished work of Christ in the gospel. Paul made it clear that 
no religious, moral tradition or law gives exception to every person’s need of being 
saved by faith through grace. The path to salvation is the same for all.

The religious leaders of the day had become experts in preaching the importance 
of working for righteousness to the point that people had become burdened and 
weighed down from the effort. This way of life fed the sin of pride and self-focus 
because people easily believed they were earning God’s favor by their own efforts. 
This mindset is in direct conflict with the truth of righteousness as a gift anyone can 
receive from the Father, as Paul explained.

The gift of righteousness we receive through faith in Jesus is all due completely to the 
great love of God that sent Jesus to the cross. We are forgiven through the blood of 
Jesus and empowered to live in righteousness through the power of the Holy Spirit. 
That is the good news of the gospel that Paul wanted the believers in Rome, and us, 
to fully understand.
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Ironically, Paul ended this chapter by saying that those who 
have been freed from the law actually uphold the law. How 
have you experienced this reality that a right understanding 
of the gospel always impacts the way we live?

Every man and woman must recognize that we have no righteousness apart 
from Jesus Christ. We are all sinners from birth and must look to the Lord as 
our source of righteousness. God loves us so much He offers the redemption we 
desperately need through faith in Christ. This is all from God and not our own 
works. Sin still exists but redemption abounds for those who accept the gift of 
righteousness by faith.

Application: How are you personally confronted by this 
passage? How will you respond?

Conclusion

There is bad news and good news. The world we live in is full of bad news and 
spreads many false teachings that go completely against the truth of Scripture. 
With common philosophies like that there are many different ways to heaven; if 
you are more good than you are bad then you will be saved; any kind of love is 
equal and embraced by God; and many others, it is no wonder that people are 
confused and desperate for hope. People struggle to decipher what is true and 
end up trying everything until they are exhausted and frustrated. That’s the bad 
news.

Thankfully, Paul addressed both the good and bad news in this letter to the 
Romans. After giving the truth of our desperate state, he moved to sharing the 
good news of the gospel. Paul summed up God’s plan to redeem mankind from 
the sin that plagues us by clearly stating the truth. He described salvation as a 
gift that no one can earn but everyone can have. When we trust in Jesus and 
accept the grace we don’t deserve through faith, we experience salvation and are 
empowered to live in righteousness for God’s glory.
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Where are you prone to depend on your own goodness to 
receive God’s favor? Why is this always a problem?

How can we as a group encourage one another in the truth 
of the gospel regularly?

Who will you seek a gospel conversation with based on the 
truths of today’s passage?

Memorize 

The righteousness of God is through faith in Jesus Christ, to all who believe, since 
there is no distinction. 
- Romans 3:22, CSB


