Session 3

CALLED TO

SURRENDER
Isaiah 6:1-10; Jonah 3:1-5; Acts 13.1-3

Memory Verse

Then I heard the voice of the Lord asking: Who will I send?
Who will go for us? I said: Here I am. Send me.

— Isa1aH 6:8, CSB



Session

Called to Surrender

THEOLOGICAL THEME: We may say we understand the
importance of the gospel and our call to share it, but we must also
surrender to God’s will and the mission He has given us: acting in
obedience to the mission.

CALL TO ACTION: Identify three things that keep you from sharing
the gospel with someone in your circle of influence. What do you need to
let go of, give in to, or admit in order to submit to God’s call on your life?

In a famous encounter with God, Moses was working as a shepherd and noticed
a bush that was burning but not burning up. Curious, he approached and found
himself in a conversation with “the angel of the LORD” (Exodus 3:2). God told
Moses He had seen the suffering of His people and was sending Moses to do
something about it. What you may not remember about this story is that Moses
didn’t say yes at first.

Moses’s excuses echo the ones we often use when we're wrestling with God about
a call or command to do something. Moses’s last objection before the burning
bush is one so many believers still make today: “Please, Lord, send someone else”

(Exodus 4:13).

In this series, we're studying the gospel and God’s command that we go and share
it. Today, were going to explore the need for our personal surrender and to say yes,
despite our doubts. As Moses’s story teaches us, God doesn’t need us to have it all
figured out, He simply wants us to say yes.
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@ What about sharing the gospel is intimidating to people?

@ What kinds of things hold you back from sharing the gospel?

Session Summary

Like Isaiah in God’s heavenly throne room, when we rightly understand our status as
sinners in need of God and accept the gift of salvation made available through Christ, we
are also primed and ready to be sent forth to share the gospel.

God can work through whatever effort we put forth for the sake of the gospel. We don’t
have to have polished words or feel confident in what we are doing. Our job in sharing the

gospel is faithfulness in sharing (Matthew 13:1-23); it’s God’s job to change hearts.
1. Listening in Obedience (Isaiah 6:1-10)

Q What effect did the presence of God have on Isaiah in this
passage?

@ Isaiah was reoriented by God’s presence. How does the same
happen for us?

In this passage, the prophet Isaiah saw a vision of the heavenly throne room, and what
a sight it was! In this holy place, the Lord was seated “high and lofty” (v. 1) on His
throne, and Isaiah recorded that “the hem of his robe filled the temple” (v. 1). Above
the Lord were seraphim. Isaiah described them as each having six wings they used to
cover their face, their feet, and to fly. With their voices, they offered worship before the
Lord (v. 3).
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The temple was filled with smoke and the powerful praise of the seraphim shook
the “foundations of the doorways” (v. 4). In response to this magnificent scene,
Isaiah recognized he was unclean, and so were the people he lived among, Isaiah
was undone by God’s presence and His glory. God’s glory should elicit a similar
response in us.

In response to Isaiah’s realization, he was approached by one of the seraphim,
who touched a glowing goal from the altar to his mouth, removing his iniquity
and atoning for his sin.

Before we answer the call to share the gospel, we must first surrender to the Lord.
We may not have received an awesome vision of the heavenly throne room like
Isaiah, but thanks to our Bibles and the Lord’s active presence in our lives, we
can glimpse God’s glory. He is holy and all of creation speaks to this. We have
seen how He has worked in our lives. He is holy and deserving of praise, and we
are sinful (Romans 3:23), just like Isaiah was.

Our atonement, and ultimately Isaiah’s, comes from Jesus’s blood. He died on the
cross for our sins to reconcile us to God, and that blood covers all our sin forever
(past, present, and future) when we accept God’s gift of salvation. Following

these events, God asked, “Who will I send? Who will go for us?” (v.8), and Isaiah
responded: “Here I am. Send me” (v. 8).

Note the order of this passage: Isaiah had an encounter with God, was convicted
because of his sin, was cleansed from that sin, and was then ready to serve.

What this looks like will vary from individual to individual, but God calls us

all to serve. Where are you in the process we see Isaiah walk through here? Have
you encountered God’s glory and goodness in your life and responded? Have you
accepted the gift of salvation that God, in His boundless love, offers you? Are you
serving?

[saiah gave an immediate yes to God after his powerful encounter before the

glory of the Lord. Moses was a reluctant yes. In both cases, they first had to
surrender to the Lord to answer His call.
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g Application: Why is it important for us to be willing when
God calls us?

2. Reluctance in Obedience (Jonah 3:1-5)

@ What do you know about Jonah'’s story and what happened
prior to this passage?

g How do these verses reveal God’s grace to Jonah and to
Nineveh? What do we learn about Jonah from these verses?

This is one small snippet of Jonah’s story, another in a long line of ordinary
people God called to extraordinary purposes. In Jonah’s case, upon hearing
God’s call the first time, Jonah didn’t surrender to God’s will. In fact, he tried to
head in the opposite direction from where God told Him to go. Running in the
opposite direction of God’s call is a temptation many of us have faced.

Jonah’s disobedience landed him the belly of a fish to reflect on his choices for a
few days (Jonah 2). When the fish spit him out, and Jonah found himself on dry
ground once again, the word of the Lord came to him a second time. God still
wanted to use Jonah to call the people of Nineveh to repentance.

This time, Jonah went. Verse 3 tells us that Nineveh was a city so large that it
took at three-day walk to get from one side to the other. Do you notice what
verse 4 tells us? On Jonah’s first day there, he delivered what seems like the least
effective sermon ever: “In forty days Nineveh will be demolished!”

That’s it? One day’s walk into the three-day wide city. Jonah’s words alone weren’t
much incentive for action but look what God did: “Then the people of Nineveh
believed God” (v. 5). n response: “God saw their actions—that they had turned
from their evil ways—so God relented from the disaster he had threatened them

with. And he did not do it” (v. 10).
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We can learn a lot from Jonah’s story, but let’s apply this specifically to our call to
share the gospel. Jonah was called to share God’s message with people he hated.
These people were Jonah’s enemies! But the gospel is for everyone. That includes our
enemies, and those we don’t like.

Jonah’s delayed obedience was in many ways an example of what not to do. Delayed,
reluctant obedience is better than no obedience, but this is not the heart posture God
desires from us. Jonah did just enough to satisfy the command God gave him. He
didn’t align himself with God’s heart in this mission (see Jonah 4). God wanted to
use Jonah to give the people of Nineveh opportunity for redemption, but Jonah didn’t
want them to repent. So, he “phoned it in.”

We have the same choice. We, too, can “phone it in” when it comes to the Great
Commission. We can “surrender” on a technicality but still not be aligned with God’s
heart, but this is not best. If you read on in the book of Jonah, you will see clearly
that he remained mad and miserable.

The good news that can be found for us in the book of Jonah is the results. Jonah
delivered possibly the worst sermon of all time, and God still worked. Nothing
can thwart His plan. This includes reluctance, half surrender, or words that, by all
appearances, shouldn’t convince anyone.

Our job in sharing the gospel is only to sow (Matthew 13:1-23); it’s God’s job to
change hearts. If God used Jonah’s “phone it in” sermon to save an entire city from
disaster, He can work in us for the sake of the gospel also. We will all feel like we
fumbled a conversation or said something poorly at times, especially at first, but God
will work no matter what.

@ Application: How does the story of Jonah give us hope when we
think about God using us to lead others to Himself?
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3. Acting in Obedience (Acts 13:1-3)

Q What was the context for the events that take place in these
verses? What does this tell us about how we might also seek
to hear from God?

@ What did the Holy Spirit call for, and what was the result?

We recently finished a series on what makes a healthy church, through the book
of Acts. In this passage, we see the healthy church in Acts at work!

The church at Antioch was made up of believers with different giftings, who
were intentional in their faith with action like worshipping and fasting. As they
worshipped, the Holy Spirit prompted them to set apart Barnabas and Saul for
specific work God had in mind for them.

Immediately we read, when they finished their time of worship and fasting, “they
sent them off” (v. 3). The Holy Spirit gave instructions, and they followed it
without delay. Barnabas and Saul surrendered to the Holy Spirit’s instruction and
willingly went on mission.

If you've read the book of Acts, and much of the rest of the New Testament, you
know the incredible impact their yes had for the gospel. Their work is still being
used by God to bring new believers into His family today.

The church heard the Holy Spirit’s call as they were intentionally seeking to grow
in their faith and grow closer to the Lord through spiritual disciplines. Many
times, we think we can’t hear or feel God’s direction in our lives. But sometimes
it's not that the Lord isn’t calling, it’s that we haven’t slowed down the noise
enough to dedicate time to listen for Him.

Like Isaiah before them, God worked powerfully through Barnabas and Saul’s
immediate surrender and yes to share the gospel. We may never know the impact
we have on the lives of those around us, but the Lord works powerfully through
faithful, obedient surrender.
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g Application: What does this teach about surrendering to
God'’s will for our lives? Where do you need to surrender?

Conclusion

We started our study today in Isaiah 6 when Isaiah received a glimpse into the
heavenly throne room. When he witnessed God in all His glory, the “foundations
of the doorways” (v. 4) were shaken, and so was Isaiah. When he vocalized the
truth of his situation (he was an unclean sinner), he received atonement and was
ready to receive God’s call.

In response to who God is, Isaiah said “Here I am. Send me” (v. 8). This is a
faithful response and one that the Lord desires from us, too. When we rightly
understand our status as sinners in need of God and accept the gift of salvation
and atonement Jesus’s death on the cross offers, we are primed and ready to be
sent forth to share the gospel, but we must first surrender to God’s will.

In the story of Jonah, we saw an example of reluctant obedience. Jonah’s
halfhearted surrender and “phone it in” sermon to the people of Nineveh isn’t an
example for us to follow, but it does teach us an important truth: God can work
from any effort we put forth toward spreading the gospel.

Our job in sharing the gospel is only to sow (Matthew 13:1-23); it’s God’s job to
change hearts.

In the book of Acts, we saw another example of obedient surrender to the will of
the Lord. As the body of believers was worshipping and fasting, the Holy Spirit
spoke to them, telling them to set aside Barnabas and Saul. The Holy Spirit gave
instructions, and they followed without delay.

Like Isaiah before them, God worked powerfully through Barnabas and Saul’s
immediate surrender and yes to God’s call to share the gospel. We may never
know the impact we have on the lives of those around us, but we can all be sure
that the Lord works powerfully through faithful, obedient surrender.
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Just like the many ordinary believers we see God call in Scripture, God wants to
use you to share the gospel with those in your life. Are you asking Him to send
someone else or saying, “Here I am. Send me”?

@ What are some simple things we can do to better listen for
and surrender to God’s will in our lives?

@ If God can work through us no matter what, why does it
matter if we surrender to God’s will in our lives?

Q What is holding you back from sharing the gospel? Have an
honest, gentle discussion about worries and hesitations and
how to submit those before the Lord.

Memorize

Then I heard the voice of the Lord asking: Who will I send?
Who will go for us? I said: Here I am. Send me.

- Isaiah 6:8, CSB
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