Teaching Plan

Wisemen Visit the King
December 14, 2025

Lesson Summary

Main Passages
Matthew 2:1-12

Session Outline

1. Wise Men from the East (Matthew 2:1-2)
2. Herod’s Plot (Matthew 2:3-8)

3. Visiting the King (Matthew 2:9-12)

Theological Theme

The Magi followed the guidance of a star to visit the child Jesus, worship Him, and give
Him gifts fit for a king,.

Call to Action

Take an inventory of where you live, work, eat, and do life. What nations are represented?
Whom might God be putting in your life to hear the gospel? Where might God be
sending you next year on mission to share the good news of the coming King? /
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Introduction

Christmas gift-giving is a tradition observed around the world. Some
historians trace gift-giving’s ancient roots stretch back to ancient Rome,
when historians believe gifts may have been exchanged around the winter
solstice (in coordination with celebrations relating to the god Saturn). In
the fourth century AD, gift-giving was linked to the famous gifts of gold,
frankincense, and myrrh brought to the child Jesus by the wise men. From
there, the custom of gift giving has grown and changed over the centuries,
leading to the tradition of presents under the tree that we know today.!

Today, we'll study the story of the wise men, their hard journey, and their
generous gifts offered as worship of the Messiah.

@ What'’s the best gift you've ever received?

@ What'’s the best give you’ve ever given someone else?

Session Summary

Matthew 2 recounts the arrival of the Magi seeking the “king of the
Jews.” (v. 2). Their presence reminds us of the inclusivity of God’s
redemptive plan (Jesus came for all people, not just for the Jews in
Abraham’s lineage).

Deeply disturbed by the news of a newly-born king, the tyrant Herod
the Great responded to the Magi’s inquiry by consulting Jewish
religious leaders about Messianic prophecy and further questioning the
wise men (he would later use would he learned to issue an edict to kill
all boys under the age of two who lived around Bethlehem).

A star led the Magi straight to Jesus. Overwhelmed with joy, they
worshiped Jesus and offered Him gifts of gold, frankincense, and
myrrh.



1. Wise Men from the East (Matthew 2:1-2)

@ What details did the Magi give in their question to Herod?
Why did this get Herod’s attention?

@ This story only appears in Matthew’s Gospel. How does this
account add to the gospel narrative?

The king in view here is Herod the Great, a prolific builder in ancient
Israel (some of his building projects are still around today!). He started
building the temple in Jerusalem that existed in Jesuss day (known as the
Herodian temple) around 20 BC (work on it was still ongoing in Jesus’s
lifetime, John 2:20).> Herod was known for being both tyrannical and
vengeful, and we get an underlying taste of that tendency in our reading
today.’

Herod is believed to have died in 4 BC, placing Jesus’s birth somewhere
between 6 and 4 BC.* Jesus was likely around the age of one when the
Magi visited. Some evidence to support this idea is Matthew described
Jesus as a “child” in verse 11 (rather than an infant), Jesus’s family was
living in a house (not beside a manger), Herod assumed Jesus to be within
this age span because of his edict to kill all boys under the age of two, and
Jesus’s parents presented the offering designated for poor families 40 days
after His birth (if they’d had the extravagant gifts of the Magi at that time,
this option wouldn’t have been necessary for them).’

These Eastern wise men/Magi (possibly from Persia or Babylonia) would
have been associated with what we might call black magic (think of the
magicians in the Babylonian court in the book of Daniel). That they had
come to worship Jesus, and the inclusion of their story in the Gospels,
alludes to God’s intention to include Gentiles in His redemptive plan for
humanity. Jesus broke Satan’s grip on many during His earthly ministry
and in this story “we see that even in his infancy, Christ plundered Satan’s
kingdom and set captives free.”

By naming Jesus as “king of the Jews” (v. 2) in their question, the Magi
unintentionally challenged Herod’s power and position. We’ll unpack this
more as we continue our study.

Application: How was God at work in unexpected ways in
this passage? Where might God be at work in unexpected
ways in your life now?

The Obdience
of the Gentiles

The Gentile magi who
came to worship the
Christ child are most
likely Persian astrologers.
They responded properly,
however, to God'’s
revelation to them,
whereas the political and
religious authorities of
Jerusalem did not.
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2. Herod’s Plot (Matthew 2:3-8)

What indicates that Herod’s motives were not pure in his
request to also come visit the Messiah?

How does the quote from Micah 5 point to Jesus as the
fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy?

Matthew recorded that the Magi’s pronouncement “disturbed” (v. 3) both
Herod the Great and all of Jerusalem. Herod would have been disturbed
because of the threat this posed to his claim to the throne, and the people
would have been disturbed because they knew of Herod’s vicious nature
(having previously gone as far as killing his favorite wife and son to protect
his power).” In Matthew 2:16, we learn the people of Jerusalem were right

to be disturbed.

When King Herod learned of this threat to his throne, he sought to learn
more about the prophecy surrounding the Messiah. We have already seen
many mentions of Old Testament prophecy in the book of Matthew, and
here we find another. Bethlehem was identified as the Messiah’s birthplace
in Micah 5:2:

Bethlehem Ephrathah,

you are small among the clans of Judabh;
one will come from you

to be ruler over Israel for me.

His origin is from antiquity,

[from ancient times.

Where Micah said that the Messiah would “be ruler over Israel,” Matthew
chose to record that He would “shepherd my people Israel” (v. 6), recalling
Micah 5:4%

He will stand and shepherd them

in the strength of the LORD,

in the majestic name of the LORD his God.
They will live securely,

Jor then bis greatness will extend

to the ends of the earth.

Jesus would later call Himself the “Good Shepherd” in John 10:11, and

God used the shepherd and sheep metaphor throughout Scripture to
describe His relationship with His people (Ezekiel 34:11-16).
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This portion of our text ends with Herod’s subterfuge. He called the Magi
together secretly to question them further and asked them to share what
they found so he could go and worship the child too. This was a lie as
Herod would later issue a decree to “kill all the boys in Bethlehem and

its vicinity who were two years old and under” (v. 16). His desire was not
worship but war.

Application: What do these verses teach us about the way
different people can respond to the same truths about
Jesus?

3. Visiting the King (Matthew 2:9-12)

@ How did the wise men display faith in God in multiple
places in this passage?

@ How might God have used this visit to further confirm the
words He had already spoken to Mary and Joseph about
the child?

The star the Magi had followed to Jerusalem guided them to Jesus’s home.
Worshiping the sun, stars, and moon were all forms of idolatry mentioned
in the Old Testament (Deuteronomy 4:19).

The practice of using the stars to discern the future or make decisions
was condemned because it turned the people away from the Lord (Isaiah
47:13-15). God used this pagan practice to point the Magi to Jesus,
reminding us He is able to work in and through all things.

Following their long journey, “they were overwhelmed with joy” (v. 10).
Overwhelming joy is also waiting for us in the presence of our Shepherd.
When they entered the house, they saw Mary with Jesus and fell to their
knees in worship.

As was the custom in the ancient Near East, when they found the “king
of the Jews” (v. 2), they presented Him with gifts. These sacrificial gifts
honored Jesus and were precious and expensive:

Gold: This is the gift we are most familiar with. It is often mentioned
in Scripture as being precious and was used in God’s temple. Scholars
believe that the gift of gold probably helped Mary and Joseph pay for their
upcoming escape to Egypt in light of Herod the Great’s deadly edict.’
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Frankincense: An aromatic resin, frankincense was used to make perfume
and incense."” This was an ingredient in the holy incense God directed
Moses to make in Exodus 30:34-35. This special formula was only used
in worship of the Lord. Appropriately, it was gifted to the Son of Man in
worship.

Myrrh: Myrrh was also an aromatic resin. It was used to make perfume,
anointing oil, and in burial preparations (washed bodies would be packed
with myrrh and fragrant spices)."” Myrrh was included in the recipe for
holy anointing oil the Lord gave Moses in Exodus 30:23-25. This myrrh,
too, would find a holy home in Jesus, the King who had come to die for

His people.

Finally, this passage includes another instance of God speaking to people
through dreams. The wise men were warned in a dream not to return
to Herod, so they safely returned home another way. God’s plans and
purposes would not be thwarted, no matter the designs of earthly rulers.

Application: We may not bring Jesus actual gifts like these
regularly, but what are we to bring to Him in worship
regularly?

Conclusion

Matthew 2 covers a familiar moment in biblical history and an often-
beloved part of the Christmas story retelling: the arrival of the wise men
looking for the “king of the Jews” (v. 2). Their inquiry unsettled Herod
the Great, who was notorious for his ruthless grip on power.

The Magi’s inclusion in this account reminds us of the inclusivity of God’s
redemptive plan (for Jesus came not just for the Jews, but also for the
Gentiles). Even as a small child, Jesus was already disrupting the enemy’s
plans to divide and destroy.

In response to the Magi’s question, Herod consulted the Jewish religious
leaders to learn more about the Messiah’s prophesied birthplace, which
was identified in Micah 5:2 as Bethlehem. Matthew’s choice to sub in
“shepherd” for “ruler” here points to the biblical image of God as a caring
shepherd to His people.

Despite Herod’s claim that he desired to worship the child, his secretive
meeting with the wise men and future deadly edict showed his true intent:
to eliminate the threat.



The star that led the Magi to Jerusalem guided them directly to Jesus’s
door. God used the ancient pagan practice of astrology to point the Magi
to Jesus, showing again that God is able to work in and through all things.
When the Magi found Jesus, they were “overwhelmed with joy” (v. 10)
and fell down in worship.

As was customary in the ancient Near East when meeting someone of a
superior position, they brought gifts: gold, frankincense, and myrrh (items
fit for a king). The gifts and God’s warning to the wise men in the dream
are further reminders of God’s provision for His people and the certainty
of His plans.

@ How might this account of the Magi challenge our ideas
about who belongs in the family of God?

@ How do you respond when you feel threatened by God-
ordained change in your own life? How can we encourage
and challenge one another in the way we respond in these
moments?

@ How have you seen God use unusual methods to draw
people to Himself? Who might He be calling you to have a
gospel conversation with this week?

Prayer of Response

Thank God for His ability to work in unexpected ways to draw
people to Himself. Praise Him for the overwhelming joy we find in His
presence. Ask for His help as you consider what you can sacrificially
offer to Him from your own life (time, talents, gifts). Thank Him for
His ongoing faithful provision and protection.

Memory Verse

Entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and
falling to their knees, they worshiped Him. Then they opened their
treasures and presented him with gifts: gold, frankincense, and
myrrh. —Matthew 2:11

Additional Resources

Exalting Jesus in Matthew by David Platt
Be Loyal by Warren Wiersbe
The Gospel of Matthew by R.T. France
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Historical Context of Matthew

Purpose

Matthew probably wrote his Gospel in order to preserve written eyewitness testimony about

the ministry of Jesus. Matthew’s Gospel emphasizes certain theological truths. First, Jesus is the
Messiah, the long-awaited King of God’s people. Second, Jesus is the new Abraham, the founder
of a new spiritual Israel consisting of all people who choose to follow him. This new Israel will
consist of both Jews and Gentiles. Third, Jesus is the new Moses, the deliverer and instructor of
God’s people. Fourth, Jesus is the Immanuel, the virgin-born Son of God who fulfills the promises
of the OT.

Author

The author did not identify himself in the text. However, the title that ascribes this Gospel to
Matthew appears in the earliest manuscripts and is possibly original. Titles became necessary

to distinguish one Gospel from another when the four Gospels began to circulate as a single
collection. Many early church fathers (Papias, Irenaeus, Pantaenus, and Origen) acknowledged
Matthew as the author. Papias also contended that Matthew first wrote in Hebrew, implying that
this Gospel was later translated into Greek.

Setting

Determining the date of composition of Matthew’s Gospel depends largely on the relationship of
the Gospels to one another. Most scholars believe that Matthew utilized Mark’s Gospel in writing
his own gospel. If this is correct, Matthew’s Gospel must postdate Mark’s. However, the date of
Mark’s Gospel is also shrouded in mystery. Irenaeus (ca AD 180) seems to claim that Mark wrote
his Gospel after Peter’s death in the mid-60s. However, Clement of Alexandria, who wrote only
twenty years after Irenaeus, claimed that Mark wrote his Gospel while Peter was still alive. Given
the ambiguity of the historical evidence, a decision must be based on other factors.

Special Features

This Gospel was written from a strong Jewish perspective to show that Jesus is the Messiah
promised in the Old Testament.
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Extended Commentary

Matthew 2:1-12

2:1 The wise men were magi. Eastern magi mixed Zoroastrianism with astrology and black magic.
They are described in Dn 2:2, 4-5, 10, where they are associated with diviner-priests, mediums, and
sorcerers. The term magos (sg of magi) appears only once in the N'T. It describes the sorcerer whom
Paul portrayed as “full of all kinds of deceit and trickery” and a “son of the devil and enemy of all
that is right” (Ac 13:6-10). The magus of whom Paul spoke would have held beliefs that were similar
to those of the wise men. Thus, the summons of the magi to visit Jesus demonstrates God’s intention
to save Gentiles from their futile religions. As an adult, Jesus cast out demons and broke Satan’s grip
on beleaguered people. Here we see that even in his infancy, Christ plundered Satan’s kingdom and
set captives free. The east may refer to Babylonia or Persia. King Herod was actually a client king
ruling under Roman authority. Though he was Idumean and not a Jew, the Roman Senate named
him king of Judea in 40 BC. He was an able ruler but brutal and suspicious.

2:2 The question posed by the wise men was an unintentional challenge to Herod’s reign. Jesus was
born king in the sense that he was from David’s line and thus king by birthright. Herod, however,
was neither a full Jew nor a descendant of David and thus was not genuinely qualified to reign as
king. The word translated star can indicate many different astronomical phenomena, including
comets, meteors, or planetary conjunctions. Matthew later (v.9) described the star as moving through
the sky in order to point the magi to Jesus’s precise location. This indicates that it was no ordinary
star. At its rising indicates that the star mysteriously appeared in the eastern sky to signal Messiah’s
birth. The interest of the magi in astrology, a practice condemned in the Bible (Is 47:13—15), probably
first directed their attention to the star. In another profound display of grace, God condescended to
use the magi’s pagan superstitions to draw them to Jesus.

2:3 Herod was disturbed by reports of the birth of a legitimate claimant to his throne. The people of
Jerusalem were equally disturbed because they feared Herod’s paranoid and delusional rages. In the
past he had killed even his favorite wife and sons in order to protect his rule.

2:4 Herod summoned expert scribes to learn where the OT said the Christ would be born. To this
point the star had guided the wise men near to Jesus, but now the witness of the Scriptures was
necessary before God caused the star to reappear and pinpoint the exact location. Thus the value of
biblical revelation was upheld even as new revelations unfolded.

2:5—6 The “chief priests and scribes” (v. 3) knew Scripture well enough to identify Bethlehem as
Christ’s birthplace (Mc 5:2; Jn 7:42), but nevertheless they later opposed his teachings. Knowledge
of Scripture does not guarantee that your heart is right with God. The priestly opposition to Jesus is
foreshadowed here by the fact that they made no effort to go visit him even as the magi undertook
the last leg of a long journey to do so. Micah 5:2 foretold that Bethlehem would be the birthplace

of a king, a ruler who would shepherd ... Israel. Although Micah said that the promised prince
would “rule” over Israel, Matthew’s translation says that Messiah will “shepherd” Israel. Matthew
likely chose this word to reflect Micah’s use in 5:4 and thus show that the entirety of Mc 5 applies to
Jesus. This indicates that Jesus is eternal since Micah says, “His origin is from antiquity, from ancient
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times” (v. 2). Micah’s prophecy also said that the shepherd’s “greatness will extend to the ends of
the earth” (v. 4).

2:7-8 Herod questioned the magi about the exact time of the star’s appearance under the
assumption that the star first appeared at the time of the child’s birth. On the basis of this date, he
ordered the execution of all male children in Bethlehem two years of age and under (v. 16). This
implies that the magi’s journey was lengthy and involved great sacrifice. Herod’s pretended desire
to worship Messiah highlights his deceitfulness.

2:9-12 In contrast to the stable in which Jesus was born (Lk 2), Jesus’s family now lived in a house.

This shows that the magi visited Jesus after the visit of the shepherds described by Luke. The magi
worshiped Jesus openly, as did many other people during his lifetime (8:2; 9:18; 14:33; 15:25;
20:20; 28:9, 17). Jesus’s reception of worship reinforces his identity as Immanuel, “God is with

us” (1:23). Gold, frankincense, and myrrh were costly gifts. The latter two are aromatic resins.
Frankincense was used in making incense and perfume (see Ex 30:34—35). Myrrh was used as

an ingredient in anointing oil (30:23-25), as a perfume (Ps 45:8), and in burial preparations (Jn

19:39)."2
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