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Influence With Love 
August 14, 2022

Lesson Summary 

Main Passages
Deuteronomy 7:6-11; 1 Peter 2:9-10; 1 John 4:19

Session Outline
1. Who are we? (Deuteronomy 7:6; 1 Peter 2:9)
2. Why are we special? (Deuteronomy 7:7-8; 1 Peter 2:10)
3. What is our response? (Deuteronomy 7:9-11; 1 John 4:19)

Theological Theme
While people struggle to know who they are and live in identity confusion, God’s people 
should be strong in our identity because of who we are in Him. Because of God’s great love 
for us, we are set apart for His plans and purposes.
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Introduction
Most people are aware of the threat of identity theft. In 2021 there were 
around 42 million victims of identity theft totaling about 52 billion dollars 
in fraudulent purchasing.1 There are increasing numbers of companies you 
can hire to protect you and keep your identity safe. Most people are on the 
lookout for ways to protect who we are from being stolen by thieves.

While none of us are immune to the threat, we do typically put practices 
into place to help us avoid becoming another statistic. We know not to 
share our personal information in the wrong places and to be cautious in 
certain ways. Your identity is a precious thing that should be guarded and 
protected. If your identity has ever been breached or stolen, then you know 
the feeling of violation and sense of outrage that follows. 

Our physical and material identity is worth guarding. Yet, many of us 
fail to give our spiritual identity the same treatment. We wander through 
life in confusion, allowing the enemy to steal and destroy our God-given 
identity and then wonder why we live in defeat, missing out on the 
abundant life He has for us. When you know who you are, you can know 
how to live, and your life will have Kingdom impact. It’s time to stop 
spiritual identity confusion and theft so you can stand firm on what God 
says about you.

Have you ever been a victim identity theft? How did it make 
you feel?

Why do many of us protect our physical identity yet 
overlook our spiritual identity?

Why is valuable to protect not just your physical identity but 
also your spiritual identity?

Influence With Love
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Session Summary
Though the world continually attempts to create confusion and even 
crisis over identity, God’s people are unique and set apart. Because we 
have a faithful and loving God, we can live in freedom and victory as we 
live out our God given purpose here on earth. We must be intentional 
in leading the next generation to know who they are, to recognize God’s 
love for them and to respond by striving to be holy and set apart. Being 
involved in the local church is one of the ways we continue to grow in our 
own faith.

1. Who are we? (Deuteronomy 7:6; 1 Peter 2:9)
Knowing who you are is vital in standing firm and living out your call.
The world is aggressively attacking the identity of Christ followers and
attempting to create confusion and crisis around the issue of identity.
When you are not strong in your conviction of who you are, you are
vulnerable to the trends and teachings of the world. People today look
to base their identity on many things other than God’s Word. Whether
material possessions, education, power, influence, peer status, athletic
ability, or something else, it is dangerous to base your identity on anything
other than truth from God because it can be gone in an instant.

This is not a new problem. People in biblical days struggled to find their 
identity and were prey to the false teachings and customs of the time, too. 
Moses wrote the words in Deuteronomy 7 to address this issue. Though 
he was speaking directly to and about the Israelites, 1 Peter 2:9 uses the 
same type of language to reinforce that these truths apply to God’s people 
today as well. Moses addressed the children of Israel who were God’s 
chosen people and verses in the New Testament use the same language to 
apply to the church, which includes all Christ followers today.

What words did Moses use to describe the people’s 
identity?

The specific word that Moses chose in Deuteronomy 7:6 in Hebrew is 
segullah and it describes an unusually precious treasure. If something is 
considered a precious treasure, then you treat it differently. You protect 
it and guard it from harm. Think about the impact it could have on 
someone who is struggling to know who they are and what they are 
supposed to do with their life. Moses wanted the people to understand 
how valuable they were. By using words like holy, set apart, and precious 
treasure, he sought to change their narrative and helping them see the 
bigger picture.

Why does it matter what words you or others use to 
describe yourself?
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Trusting God’s 
Grace and 
Faithfulness
Israel’s call was linked, first 
of all, to the Lord’s grace 
and then to His faithfulness 
to His promise to the 
patriarchs.

Until you see the reality of who you are and the value you have, you will 
be easily taken in by whatever someone else says about you. God is our 
Creator; therefore, He alone gets to dictate what is true about us. His 
Word is full of truths that specify just how valuable He thinks you are. 
The world seeks to tear you down and keep you wrapped up in shame or 
insecurity while God seeks to set you free just as He set free the children 
of Israel. The Lord sees the big picture while we are limited by our human 
eyesight. This is yet another reason to trust Him and believe Him over 
anything or anyone else.

Sometimes God calls us by names or labels that we have yet to live up to. 
Moses described the people as holy before they chose holy living. We are 
valuable and set apart by God because He loved us and sent Jesus to die 
for our sins. This is not based on our actions but on His love. It is the kind 
of love that should inspire and motivate us to act in a way that lives up to 
how He describes us. God sees what is possible in our lives and calls us to 
right living that aligns with that reality.

Application: How would seeing yourself as holy, set apart, 
or treasured affect the way you live daily? When was a time 
you were called by something that motivated you to live up 
to it?

2. Why are we special?
(Deuteronomy 7:7-8; 1 Peter 2:10)
In order to truly understand who we are and what God wants for us,
we need to know the “why.” It usually takes more to change the way we
think, feel, or act than just declaring that we are holy or treasured. It is
natural to respond to the words in Deuteronomy 7:6 and 1 Peter with
questions. Why are we special? Why are we set apart? How could God
love us as a precious treasure? The people of Moses’s day likely had similar
questions, so he immediately began explaining how it was even possible
that they could be viewed as such a special people.

It was not about what they had done. It was not about the size of their 
nation. They were special and set apart because of God. He is a God who 
always keeps His promises. Back in Genesis, the Lord made a covenant 
with their ancestors (see Genesis 15) and made promises that were now 
being fulfilled. Think about how freeing it must have been for these 
people who had been enslaved for hundreds of years to be told that they 
were special and set apart. Then to top it off, they were informed that it 
wasn’t about their performance or efforts but about their God. These were 
a people who had been judged and found wanting again and again during 
their days of slavery. They were used to being evaluated and rewarded or 
punished according to their actions each day, so this was a completely new 
concept for them.
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How do you think the people felt to realize that they did not 
have to produce a certain amount or perform a certain way 
to be found valuable by God?

The same is true about God’s people today. You are set apart, holy, and 
valuable because of the great love God has for you. It is not about your 
performance or profitability as the world will try to tell you. It is not about 
how much money you make or influence you have. It is not about how 
high up the career ladder you can climb. God loves you and offers His 
mercy, grace, and forgiveness. We just need to be like the Israelites and 
accept the beautiful things God freely bestows on His children as we learn 
to live as a treasured part of the family of God.

A common movie storyline is an unsuspecting person who suddenly finds 
out that they are actually part of a royal family in some other country. 
We enjoy seeing these people adapt and adjust to what life is like as part 
of royalty. They usually struggle with seeing themselves in a new light but 
finally realize that they can be their own unique selves even as they step 
into their destiny as a royal. This person did nothing to deserve or even 
seek out the position but because of their bloodline, they are special and 
set apart. Being a part of God’s family is not about biological bloodlines 
but about accepting the gift of grace that Jesus offers. 

What is the greatest struggle you experience in seeing 
yourself as God does?

Imagine these former slaves being told who they really were to God. 
Moses stressed that they had been redeemed from a place of slavery and 
set free from the power of Pharoah. All they had known was bondage and 
oppression, where Pharoah had the ultimate power. We are very similar. 
God loves us and has redeemed us through the blood of Jesus. Yet some 
of us are still living in bondage to things of the world. We are still subjects 
to our sin and missing out on the freedom and victory available to Christ 
followers. We give power to the wrong people or things and find ourselves 
conforming to the world’s standards instead of God’s standards. Then we 
wonder why we are dealing with an identity crisis.

You may still struggle to believe you are a precious treasure to the Lord 
because you are believing what the world says about you or the lies of the 
enemy. You may even be letting shame over your past decisions weigh you 
down today. As 1 Peter 2 states, God’s people receive His mercy and that 
makes them special, holy, and set apart. To fully accept this truth, you 
may need to continually remind yourself of what God says about you and 
why. Believing the truth is the first step, and we must do whatever it takes 
to engrave it on our hearts and minds until we leave behind the chains of 
bondage and step into the freedom Christ offers.
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Application: What has been holding you captive and 
weighing you down lately? How is God calling you to 
respond to Jesus today?

3. What is our response?
(Deuteronomy 7:9-11; 1 John 4:19)
God has made it clear what He thinks about His people. God’s people are
loved, accepted, and special without doing anything to earn that favor.
In a culture where we constantly feel pressure to keep up or compare
ourselves to everyone else, it is a beautiful thing to know you can be loved
and treasured even if you don’t feel like you measure up. You can leave
behind the pressure to earn God’s love and mercy as you recognize it is
all about who He is and not about what you do. We do not have to work
ourselves to death to gain God’s favor— He already loves us.

According to Moses’s words, your relationship with the Lord is about more 
than just right now. The choices you make today about who you will serve 
and how you will respond to God’s love have a long-lasting impact. Moses 
wrote that God keeps His commands to “a thousand generations.” Moses 
chose this term to denote an immeasurable future and not a specific time 
period. It is all about leaving a legacy that matters. God’s promises are 
unending and can never fail. That should give us confidence to love and 
obey Him in the face of any opposition.

How does it affect the choices you make today to 
consider that your spiritual identity can have an impact on 
generations to come?

Moses taught about the love of God for His people and stressed that 
they were special because of God and not themselves. He used this as 
motivation to encourage the people to love God in return and then to 
obey Him with their whole hearts and lives. Though they needed to 
understand who they were to God, they also needed to understand what 
their response should be. He declared to the people that God would 
be faithful but also warned them that there would be consequences for 
those who hate God or go against Him. Moses wanted the people to be 
informed about their options. You can love God back and live like He 
wants you to and reap the rewards of that choice. Or you can hate God 
and ignore what He tells you to do and reap the consequences of that bad 
decision. The choice was clear for each person just as it is for us today. The 
big question now is what will motivate you to make the wise decision?

Which type of motivation works most effectively on you? 
Reward or warning? Why?
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Scripture makes it clear that because God calls us holy, set apart, and treasured 
that our lives should look different. These verses in Deuteronomy challenged 
the people to obey God’s commands and statutes fully. Moses wrote that we 
should obey God and His Word out of love while 1 John 4:19 points out that 
since God loved us first, we should also love in return. 

There is a big difference in wearing a label and living a lifestyle. Anyone can 
call themself a Christian, but a true Christ follower seeks to respond to the 
love God bestows on us by living a life that reflects who Jesus is to the world 
around us. To be holy and set apart, you must be willing to be different. 
Sometimes that can mean you dress or talk differently than people around 
you. It may mean you show integrity in situations where you may be an 
outcast or rejected for that choice. You may not get invited to some parties or 
included in outings because you make different choices than other people. It 
means attending and being active in the local church will be a priority that 
you are committed to along with modeling that commitment for your kids. 

Application: How will you be intentional about living differently 
this week and pouring into the next generation around you?

Conclusion
If you are a follower of Christ, how will you change the way you 
talk to or see yourself this week knowing you are holy, set apart, 
and special in God’s eyes? If you are not yet following Jesus, 
what is God calling you to do in response to this study today?

Who will you share with that they are loved and accepted by 
God this week?

What will you change to make church the priority it needs to be 
in your life?

Prayer of Response
Spend time praising God for His great love for you. Confess the 
times you have failed to obey or respond appropriately. Commit to 
prioritizing involvement at church and growing in holiness.

Additional Resources
•	 The Pursuit of Holiness by Jerry Bridges
•	 Pleasing God by R.C. Sproul
•	 The Prodigal God by Timothy Keller



DxD This Week

Call to Action
Call parents to make church a priority for their families as the place we were 
are shaped together into God’s people for God’s purposes.  
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Disciples Multiplying Disciples
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Deuteronomy 7:6-11

Session Title
- Influence With Wisdom

Main Passages
- Deuteronomy 5:1-22

Session Outline
1. God’s Word Teaches (Deuteronomy 5:1-6)
2. Love God and Others (Deuteronomy 5:7-21)
3. Our Responsibility (Deuteronomy 5:22,32-33)

Memorize 
“For you are a holy people belonging to the Lord your God. The Lord your 
God has chosen you to be his own possession out of all the peoples on the 
face of the earth.” - Deuteronomy 7:6

For Next Week
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Purpose
Though the initial covenant between the Lord and Israel was made at Sinai, the generation 
that received it had largely died out in the thirty-eight years since that event. Now the younger 
generation needed to affirm their commitment to the covenant (4:1–8). Moreover, the transition 
from a largely nomadic existence in the desert to a sedentary lifestyle in Canaan required a 
covenant revision and expansion suitable to these new conditions. The purpose of Deuteronomy 
is to provide guidelines for the new covenant community to enable them to live obediently before 
God and to carry out his intentions for them. 

Author
The book itself asserts that Moses is the principle source and author for the material (1:1), as do 
subsequent OT texts (Jos 1:7–8; 1Kg 2:3; Ezr 3:2) and NT texts (Mt 19:7; Ac 3:22; Rm 10:19). 
This attribution remained virtually unchallenged until the advent of modern rationalism in the 
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. Structural similarities between Deuteronomy and Near 
Eastern treaty texts from the second millennium BC support the unity and antiquity of the book. 
That Moses is the primary author of Deuteronomy is the most reasonable view for the person who 
accepts the testimony of Scripture.

Setting
The exodus probably occurred in 1446 BC, whereupon Israel set out for Canaan, the inheritance 
God had promised his people. Because of their rebellious spirit, the Israelites were forced to wander 
in the desert for forty years (2:7) until at last they arrived in Moab, just opposite Jericho (32:49). It 
was there that Moses put pen to parchment to compose this farewell treatise (31:9, 24).

Special Features
The title of this book of the Pentateuch, Deuteronomy, comes from the Septuagint (the Greek 
translation of the Old Testament) and means “second law” or “repetition of the law.” The phrase 
is actually a mistranslation of 17:18, which reads “a copy of this instruction.” It is still a fitting title 
since much of the book contains repetitions of the laws found in Exodus, Leviticus, and Numbers.

Historical Context of Deuteronomy
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Deuteronomy 7:6-11
7:6 The term possession translates a Hebrew noun (segullah) that describes an unusually precious 
treasure. It occurs also in Ex 19:5 upon the Lord’s offer of the Mosaic covenant to Israel at 
Mount Sinai. As Creator he has claim to all the peoples, but in line with his purposes to redeem 
them, he chose only the holy people Israel as the vehicle of his saving grace (Rm 9:1–5; 11:28–
32). 

7:7–8 God’s choice of Israel as “his own possession” (v. 6) was not based on any merit on Israel’s 
part but solely on his love for them (4:37). Their present position as imminent heirs of the land 
of promise was evidence of his love. 

7:9 A thousand generations is a term denoting an immeasurable future and not a specific span 
of time. The point is that God’s covenant loyalty is boundless and unending. Though Israel 
(and mankind in general) might prove to be unfaithful to the Lord, the promises of God to the 
nation cannot fail to be fulfilled (30:1–10; Jr 31:31–34; Ezk 36:24–32; Rm 11:29). 

7:10–11 On hate see 5:9. Directly pays back is literally “pays back to their face.” It means that 
recompense is immediate and directly to the one who rejects God.2

1 Peter 2:9-10
2:4–10 Jesus is called the living stone and the cornerstone, but also the rejected stone and the 
stone to stumble over. Peter assured his readers that they are God’s valuable possession—living 
stones built into a spiritual house. They are part of a living temple that is the corporate people 
of God, his unique possession. A chosen race (v. 9; cp. vv. 4, 6; Is 43:20) seems to refer to the 
corporate unity of believers. In Christ, believers of all races are unified. They are also a royal 
priesthood—a collective company of priests—who offer up spiritual sacrifices to God (v. 5). 
Believers have been called out of darkness and into his marvelous light. The transfer from 
darkness to light is a common NT description of conversion (Ac 26:18; 2Co 4:6; Eph 5:8).3

1 John 4:19
Because God first loved us, our wills and affections are transformed so that love replaces our 
selfishness.4 

Extended Commentary
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