Session 4

PREACHING CHRIST

Colossians 1:24—2:3

Memory Verse

In him are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.

— CoLossians 2:3, CSB
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Preaching Christ

THEOLOGICAL THEME: Suffering is part of the Christian life, and
we shouldn’t be surprised when we encounter it. Like Paul, we should walk
in the purpose God has for us, laboring for the sake of the gospel with the

Holy Spirit’s help.

CALL TO ACTION: Don’t be surprised at suffering. We share in
Christ’s sufferings in order to display His power through our weakness.
Your pastors preach Christ, because that’s the commission God has given
us. If you ever move on from BBC (or its campuses) be sure to prioritize

finding a church that makes the word of God fully known.

In 1950, an American Wheaton College graduate from Portland, Oregon learned
about an unreached people group in Ecuador: the Huaorani (or “Auca”) Indians of
the Waodani tribe. God used this conversation with a former missionary to Ecuador
to plant an idea and issue a call in his life to minister to these people. In 1952, he
and a friend headed to the capital of Ecuador (Quito) to learn Spanish. After six
months, they moved deep into the Ecuadorian jungle. In 1955, he and a small group
of missionaries contacted the Huaorani. They dropped gifts in a bucket from a plane
and used a loudspeaker to communicate with them in their native language.

Eventually, the Huaorani people began to give gifts of their own. In 1956, the
missionaries were ready for the next phase of their ministry: direct contact. They
found a nearby beach to land their plane and set up camp. A small group of three
Huaorani came to visit. The Huaorani talked, received gifts, and even took a ride

in the missionaries’ plane. The missionaries were excited to entertain a group of
Huaorani men the next morning, but the Huaorani had other plans. On January 8,
1956, Jim Elliot and four other missionaries were speared to death by the very people
they were trying to share the gospel with.
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Jim was survived by his wife Elisabeth and young daughter Valerie, who, along with the
sister of one of the other martyred missionaries (Nate Saint), traveled back to Ecuador in
1958 to learn the native language and live in the jungle with the tribe that murdered their
loved ones. Many among the Waodani tribe accepted Jesus as their Lord and Savior.

The legacy of Jim and Elisabeth Elliot is one of the most profound modern examples of
suffering for the sake of the gospel, inspiring generations of missionaries and believers. Jim
Elliot—who famously wrote, “He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain what
he cannot lose”—understood suffering for the sake of Christ and did it gladly." In our
reading today, we’ll continue to read the account of another missionary who suffered for

the sake of the gospel and did so gladly: Paul.

Q What other examples of people suffering for the sake of the
gospel (modern, historical, or biblical) can you think of? What did
they do and what was the impact?

@ What does it mean to suffer for the sake of the gospel in 20257

Session Summary

The apostle Paul suffered greatly for the sake of the gospel, and in today’s passage, he told
the Colossian believers that he rejoiced in the suffering he endured for the sake of the
gospel and believers everywhere.

Paul sought to encourage the Colossian believers by sharing how he labored for the sake

of the gospel. Paul, a great servant for the gospel, was dedicated to proclaiming Jesus and
helping everyone he encountered know Jesus more fully.

1. Suffering for Christ (Colossians 1:24-27)

@ What does it mean to rejoice while we are suffering? How is this
possible?
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Just a verse before this, Paul wrote that he was a servant of the gospel (v. 23), and
we get a taste of what he meant by this idea in verse 24: he was willing to suffer
for the gospel. Paul’s life and ministry was full of suffering for the sake of Jesus.
Jesus Himself said Paul’s ministry would be marked by suffering for His sake
(Acts 9:16).

Paul was beaten, imprisoned, and opposed (2 Corinthians 11). In Acts 14:19, Paul
was stoned and dragged out of the city of Lystra and presumed dead, but he got
up and went back into the town (Acts 14:20). In Acts 16, Paul and his associate
Silas were “severely flogged” (v. 23) and thrown into jail, where they responded
by praying and praising God (Acts 16:25). A mob attempted to kill Paul in
Jerusalem (Acts 21:31). He was on board a ship that was caught in a terrible storm
and ran aground on the island of Malta, where he was bitten by a poisonous
snake (Acts 27-28). His ministry was marked by suffering and violent opposition.
It’s no wonder Paul had so much to say about suffering.

In verse 24 of today’s passage, Paul wrote that he rejoiced in his suffering on
behalf of the church at Colossae (and believers everywhere). Paul had a deep
understanding that, just as Jesus said in Acts 9, his personal suffering was part
of God’s plan for his ministry and that God works in all things for our ultimate
good and His glory (Romans 8:28).

Paul represented this idea many places throughout his letters and ministry. In
Romans 5:3-5, he wrote about boasting in his afflictions as the way endurance is
produced. He told Timothy in that all believers seeking to live a godly life could
expect to be persecuted (2 Timothy 3:12-13). In 2 Corinthians 12:8-10, Paul
wrote that, even though he pleaded that God would take away his suffering, this
was not in God’s will. Instead, Paul delighted in persecution and difficulty.

Still, it might seem odd to us that suffering would produce rejoicing from Paul.
But he could rejoice in his suffering because he knew the church would be blessed
through it.” Jesus had something to say about this idea in the Sermon on the

Mount. He pronounced those who endure persecution and insults for His name
blessed (Matthew 5:10-12).

Paul’s phrase “I am completing in my flesh what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions
for his body” (v. 24) doesn’t mean Jesus’s redemptive work on the cross is
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somehow lacking but could allude to Christ suffering alongside Paul (in whom
He dwelt) as he suffered in ministry.?

Verse 25 deals with Paul’s calling. Paul had become a servant of the body of
Christ because that is what God called him to do. God calls us into things for
His glory, and God’s planned to use Paul to share the gospel, primarily with the
Gentiles.

@ What can we learn from Paul about our own need to pursue
God’s purposes in our lives?

@ Application: Reflect on your life. What “commission” has
God given you? What purpose has He given all followers of
Christ?

2. Laboring for Christ (Colossians 1:28-29)

@ What does it mean to labor for the sake of the gospel? How
do we strive with Christ’s strength and not our own?

These verses outline Paul’s purpose: teaching others what it means to follow
Jesus. God gave Paul a specific commission in his ministry, but Jesus gave all of
us a command to go and make disciples, telling others about Jesus and teaching
them how to follow Him. This is what the Great Commission is all about:

“Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name

of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe
everything I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the
end of the age.”

—Matthew 28:19-20
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Do you notice Jesus’s focus on Gentiles? Jesus orders us to “make disciples of all
nations” (v. 19, emphasis added). The Jews were God’s chosen people, the people
God chose to bless the world through (Genesis 12:3). Now, the Gentiles were getting
adopted into God’s family, too.

What does it mean to “proclaim” Jesus (v. 28)? How do we do
this in daily life?

Let’s break down what Paul wrote about his purpose in verse 28:

“We proclaim him”: In verse 27, Paul wrote of the glorious wealth and hope that
is found in Christ, and he wasn’t shy in sharing this truth far and wide. Paul took
the Great Commission seriously and told everyone he could about Jesus. After his
conversion, his whole life was an arrow pointing straight to Christ.

“Warning and teaching everyone with all wisdom”: Here Paul described an
important tenant of the Great Commission: teaching with all wisdom. Paul wanted
to make disciples, and disciples understand who Jesus is and how to walk with Him.
Notice also that Paul mentioned everyone. Just like Jesus commanded in the Great
Commission, Paul sought to make disciples of all nations.

“So that we may present everyone mature in Christ™ Paul’s goal was spiritual
maturity. He wanted to help people find the “glorious wealth” (v. 27) and hope in
Jesus that comes with spiritual maturity and really knowing and walking with Christ.

Paul wrote that he had been laboring and striving toward this goal. Think back on
the list of trials and suffering we outlined above—his labor was great indeed. When
Paul wrote about “his strength that works powerfully in me” (v. 29), he was pointing
back to the Lord. He could labor and strive for the good of the Colossian church
and the gospel because the Lord, who dwelt within him, was working powerfully
alongside him.

@ Application: What are some ways we could labor for the sake of
the gospel in our lives today?
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3. Encouragement in Christ (Colossians 2:1-3)

Q Why would Paul’s suffering encourage these believers?

Previously in our text, Paul noted that he rejoiced in his suffering on their behalf
and was laboring and striving for the gospel. In Colossians 2:1, Paul wanted them to
know how greatly he struggled for them and other congregations who had not met
Paul personally. Paul used an athletic metaphor here, much like the idea of someone
striving in a race for the sake of the gospel he presented in 1 Corinthians 9. Paul also
mentioned Laodicea (v. 1), a nearby town that evidently also experienced the problem
of false teaching that plagued the Colossian church.*

Paul wanted the Colossian believers to be encouraged. A discouraged congregation is
vulnerable to lies, disunity, and the schemes of the enemy, and this is not what Paul
wanted for the believers at Colossae, who may have been discouraged by their current
situation. Paul wanted them to be encouraged and united in their love of Christ.’

@ What did Paul say he hoped would be the outcome of
encouraging the Colossian believers?

Paul’s hope was that the Colossians would know Christ more deeply. Earlier,
Paul wrote of the “glorious wealth” (v. 27) that comes with knowing Jesus, and
he wrote of the riches of understanding Christ completely in verse 2. Remember
that it was Paul’s goal not just to convert believers, but also to help them know
how to walk with Jesus. Here Paul referred to the “complete understanding” of
the knowledge of Christ. Paul wrote that in Jesus are the treasures of wisdom and
knowledge. Knowing Jesus is worth more than any earthly treasure.

The Colossian believers’ complete understanding was under attack from false
teaching. Paul wanted them to grow their understanding as a united body of
Christ, and he wrote his letter to help them better understand the true gospel and
overcome the false teaching they faced. Paul stressed that knowledge and wisdom
are found in one place: Jesus.
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g Application: How can we encourage fellow believers who
may be experiencing difficult times or false teaching today?

Conclusion

In our passage today, Paul presented the idea of suffering for the sake of the
gospel. There are examples of followers of God suffering all over the pages of
Scripture, and Jesus warned us this would come in John 16:33. As we walk the
path God crafts for our lives, we shouldn’t be surprised when we suffer, but the
commission of God is worth it. Jesus is worth more than earthy comforts, and
we're called to teach everyone about Him.

Paul often wrote of laboring and striving for the sake of the gospel, and today’s
text is a prime example. Going and making disciples like Jesus commanded takes
work. Like Paul, believers today strive with the help of the Holy Spirit who dwells
within us.

Paul sharing that he hoped to encourage the believers he was writing to. He knew
the false teaching they were hearing could breed discouragement, and he wanted
them to be confident and encouraged in the true gospel. He wanted to root them
in the knowledge of Jesus so they wouldn’t be shaken by the false teaching among
them.

Paul also knew the importance of community. Unity is important in the body of
believers; a community in which a believer can grow to know Jesus better, like
our church and group, is an important avenue for spiritual growth.

Q When was a time you faced suffering for the sake of the
gospel? How did you respond?

@ How could we grow in proclaiming Jesus in our lives?
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@ Who is God calling you to proclaim Jesus to this week? How
will you act toward this?

Memorize

In him are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.
- Colossians 2:3, CSB
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