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Giving Generously
November 19, 2023

Lesson Summary 

Main Passages
1 Timothy 6:6-10,17-19

Session Outline
1. Gain of Godliness (1 Timothy 6:6-8)
2. Dangers of Greediness (1 Timothy 6:9-10)
3. Blessings of Generosity (1 Timothy 6:17-19)

Theological Theme
God has given guidance for how His people should steward the blessings we have been 
given, and there is contentment and reward when we follow His plans.
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Paul on Money
Paul recognized that 
money could be made 
into a false god and bring 
all kinds of evil to those 
with misplaced affections. 
However, money rightly 
used can advance the work 
of God and be changed into 
a heavenly treasure.

 Voices from 
Church History
TBD

 Voices from 
the Church
TBD

99  Essential 
Christian Doctrines
TBD

Introduction
While most Americans may not consider themselves wealthy, in 
comparison to other countries most of us are very wealthy. The culture we 
live in continually pushes us to accumulate more to be happy and content. 
But the results of such pursuits are often the opposite. Being wealthy 
and having possessions does not lead to contentment but typically causes 
a person to want more. The pursuit of more is a never-ending cycle of 
seeking satisfaction and continuing to be unfulfilled by the treasures of the 
world. 

Many believe if they could just have “a little bit more” they would be 
happy and satisfied. If that were true, then people who win the lottery or 
gain abundant wealth would be the most content people. But according to 
an article in Harvard Business Review, making money will not inevitably 
lead to your happiness. According to this report, even in the secular world 
“how you spend, save, and think about money shapes how much joy you 
get from it.”1 Sometimes the world understands the principles found in 
Scripture even if they don’t give God credit for it. 

How have you seen that money does not automatically 
equal happiness or contentment?

Why are we still tempted by this even when experience and 
observation tell us otherwise?

Session Summary
Paul wrote to Timothy with encouragement to keep preaching 
the Word and standing firm on truth in the face of a culture of 
worldliness and materialism. God’s people are to reject selfishness 
and pursue godliness. There is much to be gained from living God’s 
way and obeying His Word. Chasing after money and wealth leads to 
discontentment and dissatisfaction.

Giving Generously
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Paul on Money
Paul recognized that 
money could be made 
into a false god and bring 
all kinds of evil to those 
with misplaced affections. 
However, money rightly 
used can advance the work 
of God and be changed into 
a heavenly treasure.

 Voices from 
Church History
TBD

 Voices from 
the Church
TBD

99  Essential 
Christian Doctrines
TBD

Ture contentment is found in viewing things with an eternal 
perspective and seeking to steward our resources in a godly manner. 
We are called to live generous lives, seeking to do good for others over 
accumulating things for ourselves.

1. Gain of Godliness (1 Timothy 6:6-8)
Paul wrote to Timothy about the need for believers to pursue godliness. 
He knew the temptations of the world and the vulnerability of people to 
believe gaining things according to the world’s standards was the best way. 
Timothy’s culture focused on gaining material possessions and wealth to 
find happiness. A self-centered mindset prevailed. Not much has changed 
over the centuries. Paul’s words to Timothy are easily applicable to our 
lives.

How does our world push people toward the pursuit of 
material wealth? How does our society put pressure on 
people to “keep up” in this way?

Paul encouraged Timothy to preach God’s Word accurately and help 
the people to see why pursuing godliness is the best pursuit. Making a 
connection between godliness and contentment, Paul stressed that in a 
world where people are continually searching for things or relationships to 
make them feel satisfied, true contentment is not found in accumulating 
things. Contentment paired with godliness brings great gain and this 
should be our aim.

Just as a baby comes into the world with nothing, we also will all exit 
the world taking no possessions with us. The things that make a person 
wealthy in this world mean nothing in the next. One of the first steps 
toward being content is seeing possessions from an eternal perspective 
instead of looking at them with the world’s eyes. Think about how 
differently you feel about your money and your things when you stop 
seeing them as the means to feel good about yourself or your situation but 
instead use them for eternal purposes. This is what Paul meant when he 
told Timothy to recognize the value of contentment and why it matters.

How have you seen the need to accumulate possessions 
and wealth be a hindrance to finding contentment?

Paul’s reference to food and clothing addressed the fact that receiving your 
basic needs can lead to contentment when your perspective is in the right 
place. It is about having a humble heart that is grateful for the provisions 
of the Lord and not always striving to keep gaining more. No matter the 
time in history, the world pushes us to be jaded and discontent. Those 
things we think will satisfy us leave us wanting more and feeling anything 
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but content. You don’t have to look far to see how this is true in the lives of 
many, possibly including your own. When we feed our selfish desires, we 
fall into the trap of pursuing the things the world tells us we need.

Just as the constant hunger for more or better feeds the discontentment 
in us, striving for godliness does the opposite. When we learn the value of 
becoming more like Jesus in everything, we move closer to being content 
with what we have. The more grateful we are for all that God has done 
and is doing in our lives, the more we will experience true contentment 
that can’t be shaken by the next loss, stock market change, interest rates, or 
anything else that threatens our material goods. 

Application: What would it look like for you to strive for 
godliness with contentment?

2. Dangers of Greediness (1 Timothy 6:9-10)
Along with the encouragement to pursue godliness, Paul pointed out the 
dangers of doing the opposite. Note that he stated the desire for riches is 
harmful and dangerous, not the riches themselves. The amount of money 
you have or do not have does not determine your godliness, but your 
desires guide the state of your heart and life. Both those without much 
material possessions and those with abundance struggle with the desire 
to gather riches over the desire to be humble, trust the Lord, and pursue 
contentment.

Think about your own life and the times you have felt the need to make 
more money, buy something more impressive, or trade up what you 
already have. This temptation is attractive for all people. Paul warned 
about what happens when accumulating wealth and riches is the driving 
force of our lives—it can cause you to fall into a trap that is very difficult 
to escape. 

When have you seen the desire for riches cause someone 
to fall into a trap that is difficult to escape, or was there a 
time you’ve experienced this yourself?

The dangerous desire for riches feeds a selfish tendency toward greediness 
and lures your heart away from Christ. One of the traps of earthly wealth 
is becoming dependent on your material resources over Christ. Christians 
are never told to store up treasures on earth to impress or one-up the 
neighbors. We are to set our sights on eternity and find ways to store up 
treasures there that are lasting. If you are constantly focused on increasing 
your material wealth and possessions on earth it is tough to also be 
focused on eternal things and generously use what you already have to 
invest in eternity. 
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How can people store up treasures in heaven as opposed 
to earth?

Verse 10 is one of the more well-known, quoted, and sometimes 
misquoted phrases in Scripture. Even many who aren’t involved in church 
have heard a form of these words. Sometimes people lay the blame for all 
kinds of evil on money itself, but Paul was clear that money is not evil. 
Having money is not evil. It is the desire for money that is the root of 
different kinds of evil. 

Compare how you’ve heard this verse used to what Paul actually said. 
When we allow our flesh to rule our lives then it is easier to be motivated 
by the wrong kinds of desires. Chasing after money for satisfaction will 
never result in true contentment. Paul warned that a person who feeds 
greediness will be pierced with many sorrows. This is an undesirable fate 
that is contrary to the life God wants for His children.

Application: How have you been guilty of having the wrong 
priorities with money? What will you do to change?

3. Blessings of Generosity (1 Timothy 6:17-19)
In these verses, Paul gave further instructions about how to handle wealth 
and material possessions. He specifically addressed those who are rich in 
this world and made it clear if they want to be rich in eternity, they must 
be intentional about how they steward what they have been given in the 
present. These are words for us today. We have all been called to steward 
our resources well, no matter how much or little we have.

Pride is a danger for anyone who is well-off. There is a great temptation 
to think if you have more you are worth more. However, the truth is 
that God loves all people enough that He sent Jesus to die for our sins 
regardless of our bank accounts or investment portfolios. He loves the 
rich and poor and does not place a higher value on those who have been 
blessed with much. Instead of being prideful about what you have, Paul 
warned to beware you don’t start thinking of yourself higher than you 
should.

We must also be careful about trusting in the wrong things. When you 
have an abundance of material wealth it can be easy to trust in that. You 
have probably experienced or witnessed what happens when people place 
their faith and trust in something like money or material possessions. The 
danger of trusting in those instead of the Lord is you have nothing to 
stand on when the stock market dives, your job is eliminated, a tragedy 
strikes, or your possessions are destroyed. While no one wants these things 
to happen, we are all aware of how easily our circumstances can change. 
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There is great uncertainty in trusting things of the world compared with 
complete certainty in trusting the Lord.

How have you seen the danger of trusting in material 
possessions as the ultimate source of happiness and 
contentment?

One of the best ways to guard against an improper reliance on material 
things is to obey God’s Word. We are to do good, be rich in good works, 
and to live generously and ready to share. This is simple, but it’s not easy. 
As God’s people we must refuse the tendency to be selfish and keep a tight 
fist on what we have been blessed with. Instead, the goal is to look for 
ways to focus on others by using our possessions, time, and money. We 
can use what we have been given to bless others and impact their lives with 
the good news of the gospel.

How might you use earthly resources to make a kingdom 
impact?

Paul said when we get this right, we store up treasures and lay a strong 
foundation for eternity. Think about the brevity of life. Even if you live 
a long life by earthly standards, it is nothing compared to the amount of 
time you will spend in eternity. One hundred years is a drop in the bucket 
compared to enjoying treasures in heaven for the rest of eternity. Paul used 
the imagery of letting go of one thing to take hold of what really matters 
with all your might. Your hand is not big enough to hold onto two things, 
so the choice is whether you will cling to money or if you will hold onto 
eternity and steward what you have in the world to invest in the kingdom 
of God and things of eternal value. God calls His people to be generous in 
every area of our lives to bring Him glory. 

Application: How does this study challenge you to change 
your attitude and perspective on material possessions?

Conclusion
This portion of Paul’s letter to Timothy is practical and applicable. 
These words were an encouragement to Timothy to keep preaching the 
Word of God and stand on truth in the face of a culture that promoted 
the opposite. Just as we struggle with a tendency toward selfishness and 
materialism, Christians in that day dealt with similar temptations.
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Paul gave specifics on how we can guard against falling into the ways of 
the world. We are to pursue godliness instead of chasing after money and 
possessions. There is true contentment found in following God’s ways and 
obeying His Word. The pursuit of “more” will always leave us dissatisfied. 
Pursuing God’s way enables us to view everything from an eternal 
perspective. 

As further motivation to pursue godliness, Paul warned about the 
dangers of greediness and the blessings of generosity. We are to refuse the 
temptation of selfishness and the desire to accumulate material things in 
hopes of finding security. The goal is to do good, share willingly, and be 
generous so we will store up treasures that last for eternity. 

How have you been chasing after the world instead of 
pursuing godliness? What needs to change?

How can this group support one another in pursuing 
godliness over materialism?

How might living in a generous way give us opportunity to 
share the gospel with others?

Prayer of Response
Thank the Lord for how He has provided for you. Commit to being 
a better steward of what you’ve been given so that you can live a 
generous life that impacts others with the gospel.

Additional Resources
• The Treasure Principle by Randy Alcorn
• A Disruptive Generosity by Mac Pier
• Counterfeit Gods by Timothy Keller



 -
 -

Questions to Guide Your Group’s Discussion
1. What does this passage say?

2. What did this passage mean to its original audience?

3. What does this passage tell us about God?

4. What does this passage tell us about man?

5. What does this passage demand of me?

6.  How does this passage change the way I relate to people? (How can you 
use this information this week at work or with friends and neighbors?)

7. How does this passage prompt me to pray to God?
*Adapted from Seven Arrows by Matt Rogers pastor of The Church at Cherrydale, Greenville, SC

Disciples Multiplying Disciples

8 Leader Guide
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Session Title
 - What We Believe

Main Passages
 - 2 Timothy 3:16-17

Memorize 
But godliness with contentment is great gain. - 1 Timothy 6:6

For Next Week
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Purpose
In 1 Timothy, 2 Timothy, and Titus, Paul instructed one of his younger coworkers in living out 
his faith and teaching others to do the same. Each letter is concerned significantly with false 
teaching and its harmful effects in the church. In each letter Paul wrote to affirm his representative 
before the church, to hold up the standard of right doctrine, and to show that right doctrine must 
result in proper living.

Author
As stated in the opening of each letter, these letters were written by Paul (1Tm 1:1; 2Tm 1:1; Ti 
1:1). However, many scholars today assume that Paul did not write them. This opinion is based 
on the differences from his other letters in vocabulary and style, alleged differences in theology, 
and uncertainties about where these letters fit chronologically in the life of the apostle. But the 
differences in style and vocabulary are not troublesome when one considers that authors often 
use different vocabulary when addressing different groups and situations. Rather than addressing 
churches in these letters, Paul was writing to coworkers who were in unique ministry settings. 
Hence we would expect different vocabulary. Also, the traditional view of the historical situation 
in which Paul wrote these letters is reasonable and defensible. Therefore, in spite of significant 
opposition by some scholars, there is a solid basis for accepting the Pastoral Epistles as Pauline.

Setting
Paul most likely wrote these letters after the time covered in the book of Acts. Acts closes with 
Paul in prison. Traditionally it has been believed that Paul was released from this imprisonment, 
then continued his work around the Mediterranean, perhaps even reaching Spain (Rm 15:22–29). 
During this time, he visited Crete and other places. First Timothy and Titus were written during 
this period of further mission work. Timothy had been left in Ephesus to handle some problems 
with false teaching there (1Tm 1:3–4). Titus had been left in Crete after the initial work to set 
up the church there (Ti 1:5). Eventually Paul was imprisoned again, and this led to his execution. 
During this final imprisonment, Paul wrote 2 Timothy to request another visit from Timothy and 
to give final exhortations as he anticipated his martyrdom.

Special Features
First Timothy, 2 Timothy, and Titus have been referred to as the “Pastoral Epistles” since the 
eighteenth century. It is reasonable to consider these letters together since they have striking 
similarities in style, vocabulary, and setting. These letters stand apart from the other Pauline letters 
because they were the only ones written to Paul’s gospel coworkers. The Pastoral Epistles deal with 
church structure issues and, unlike Paul’s other letters, were addressed to men serving in pastoral 
roles rather than to churches. But we must also recognize these are separate letters with their own 
distinctives. They were not written primarily to describe church structure or pastoral ministry 
(contrary to popular opinion), but to teach Christian living in response to the gospel.

Historical Context of 1 Timothy
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1 Timothy 6:6-10,17-19

6:6-8 The opposite of greed is contentment, which means being satisfied 
with food and clothing.

6:9-10 What is condemned here is harmful desires, not the possession of 
things. The warning is not simply that love of money can be harmful, 
but that this craving has led some people to deny the faith and show 
themselves to be unbelievers.

6:17-19 Those who are rich have a tendency to be arrogant and must guard 
against it. They are also prone to put their hope in their wealth rather than 
in Christ. Real life consists in doing what is good and being generous.2

1.  Eliabeth Dunn and Chris Courtney, “Does More Money Really Make 
Us More Happy?”, Harvard Business Review, September 14, 2020, hbr.
org/2020/09/does-more-money-really-makes-us-more-happy.

2.  CSB Study Bible: Notes, ed. Edwin A. Blum and Trevin Wax (Nashville, 
TN: Holman Bible Publishers, 2017).

Extended Commentary

References
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Randy Alcorn (The Treasure Principle)
Randy Alcorn is the founder and director of Eternal Perspective Ministries, a nonprofit organization 
dedicated to teaching biblical truth and drawing attention to the needy and how to help them. Alcorn is 
the author of over 40 books, including Heaven; Money, Possessions and Eternity; Pro-Life Answers to Pro-
Choice Arguments; and The Treasure Principle. His novels include Deadline; Dominion; Deception; and 
Safely Home. Alcorn resides in Oregon with his wife, Nanci. 

Mac Pier (A Disruptive Generosity)
Mac Pier is the founder and CEO of The New York City Leadership Center and was instrumental in 
founding the inaugural Movement Day conference. Pier also serves the Lausanne Movement as the City 
Catalyst. A resident of New York City since 1984, Mac lives in a diverse neighborhood with residents from 
more than 100 ethnic groups and attends church with people who speak 60 different languages. He is the 
author of A Disruptive Gospel, Spiritual Leadership in the Global City, and Consequential Leadership; 
coauthor of The Power of a City at Prayer; and a contributor to Signs of Hope in the City. 

Timothy Keller (Counterfeit Gods)
Timothy Keller is the founding pastor of Redeemer Presbyterian Church in Manhattan, which he started 
in 1989 with his wife, Kathy, and three young sons. Dr. Keller’s books, including the New York Times 
bestselling The Reason for God and The Prodigal God, have sold over 2 million copies and been translated 
into 25 languages. 
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