Session 1

THE BEGINNING

Genesis 1.1-I5

Memory Verse

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.
— GENEsIs 1:1, CSB
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Session

The Beginning

THEOLOGICAL THEME: Everything begins and ends with God.

His Word gives purpose and meaning to our lives.

CALL TO ACTION: God has created everything for a purpose and
for His glory. Have you found your purpose in life? Commit to regularly
reading God’s Word so He will enlighten you to His will, His way, and
His love for your life.

Take a minute to name some things that you or your kids have created recently.
When we talk about creating things, we often think about art, play dough, building
or remodeling a home, plastic construction blocks, or something similar. It is fun to
create a building from cinder blocks and wood beams or to see a child make a replica
of something recognizable, but there is a vast difference between the kind of creating

we do and the kind of creating God did in Genesis.

We have zero ability to speak things into being and we have zero power to form
something from nothing. When we create it is about using items or resources that
are already available. There is nothing wrong with our kind of creating, but we need
to understand that we can never compete with the creative power of God. He stands
alone as the ultimate Creator.

Date of My Bible Study:




What is something you or someone you know has created
recently?

Q What differences can you identify between human creation and
God'’s work of creation?

Session Summary

Everything begins and ends with God, and His Word gives purpose and meaning to

our lives. The creation account in Scripture starts the narrative of who God is and his
matchless work of creating all things. We can know more about Him and His character by
studying these first verses of the Bible.

The creation account emphasizes that God is all powerful, all knowing, and always
present. He was there before time began, and He alone formed the world from nothing,
God spoke the rest of creation into existence, and we can trust that just as He knows what
is necessary to sustain all creation, He also knows what we need to live each day.

1. God Created (Genesis 1:1-2)

The first words of Scripture set the tone for the rest of the Bible and give us insight into
God. The phrase “God created” sets the foundation for the origin of the world. God is the
One who created what is about to be described with greater detail in following verses. The
writer of Genesis leaves no confusion or question about how this planet came to be. The
first verse of Genesis is direct and straightforward, declaring God as the creator.

g Why is it so important to recognize how the world was created
and by whom? What changes if we don’t start with this reality?
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When you accept and believe what you read about God in Genesis, you will
have less trouble believing the rest of the Bible. The God who is big enough and
powerful enough to have created the heavens and the earth is big enough and
powerful enough to do everything that we read in Scripture.

Those who study the details of how our planet functions in relationship to
other planets, the sun and moon, often come back to the precision with which
it all stays in place. For this galaxy to continue, every little detail matters. This
points directly to intelligent design of God as Creator. This universe is right and
perfectly ordered in a way that is only explained by God’s intelligent design.

@ How do you see the world being intelligently designed and
why does it matter?

The word used for “created” in Genesis 1 is the ancient Hebrew word bara. It
means to shape or create. God took nothing and formed the earth. Humankind
has no ability to create in this same fashion. Artists, sculptors, or builders may
fashion a creation, but they must use some type of preexisting material to do so.
God formed and created the earth from nothing, which sets Him apart from
mankind. Note the way the Bible describes the state of the earth before God
began to organize His Creation. Verse two includes a reference to the Spirit of
God, pointing to the idea of the Trinity as communicated throughout Scripture.

@ Application: Why does it matter for daily life that God existed
before creation and in the same way that He exists today?
How does this encourage you about who He is?

2. Created with Purpose (Genesis 1:3-8)

To bring organization to the chaos of darkness, God created light. The order of
creation often reflects the pattern of how God works in your own life. When you

need answers or help, God gives light through His Word and the church. Light
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brings clarity. Light shows the way and God started with light. God alone has the
power to speak, and things happen. There was no delay. When God called for
light, it was there.

God then divided that light and organized days. From the beginning, God

gave us thythms to guide our lives. There was a purpose to everything He did,
including the sequence of creation. God is a God of order and brilliance. He
started with the foundational aspects of creation before He created animals or
people, which only reinforces that the sequence matters just as the design matters.

Q How do you see the patterns of creation replicated in the
way you see God working in your life?

Debates about the length of these first days of creation have always been and will
continue. No matter where we land on this debate, this point further emphasizes
the order and rhythm of creation. Consider how important days are. All of life as
we know it revolves around days. Our lives are subjected to morning and night.
We function according to the natural patterns that God set for us from day one.

g What does it say about God that He had a purpose for each
aspect of creation?

Though the sun and moon had not yet been created, there was day and night.
We know from other Scriptures that the new heavens won’t have the sun or moon
because God’s presence will be the light (Revelation 22:5).

On that second day, God separated the waters of the land from the waters of the
sky. Again, God spoke and things happened. He continued His work to provide
for life in various forms through the creation and order of water. There were
bodies of water gathered on the firmament and heavenly waters gathered in the
sky, thus creating a system whereby the earth would continually receive the water
needed for sustenance.
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@ Application: How does seeing the purpose and intentionality
that God used in Creation speak to you today? Where do you
need God’s purpose in your life now?

3. Created with Order (Genesis 1:9-15)

The gathering of the waters also brought forth the land. Plants began to grow and
flourish on the land. God created mature plants and trees that had the ability to
continue to produce new vegetation that would further sustain God’s creation.

g What order do you see in God'’s creation of vegetation on the
earth?

The repetition of the phrase “according to their kinds” is an indication that God
created things that could vary within its kind but something of one kind would not
develop into something of another kind. God knows what is good, and He organized
His creation to result further goodness. We further see God’s order in that He did
not create animals or humans until the earth was habitable and able to sustain life.
He knows what is important for life and took care to make sure it was all available
before He formed humankind. Though God’s creation is familiar and routine to us
today, He is no less active in sustaining all things moment by moment.

Colossians 1:15-17 reminds us:

He is the image of the invisible God,

the firstborn over all creation.

For everything was created by him,

in heaven and on earth,

the visible and the invisible,

whether thrones or dominions

or rulers or authorities—

all things have been created through him and for him.
He is before all things,

and by him all things hold together.
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g How is it encouraging that God knows what you need for
sustained life and is actively supplying that in each moment?

The creation sets the stage for the rest of Scripture and reveals many
characteristics about God. His nature is unchanging. What we see about God
at creation is still true of God today. He sees our every need and knows how to
provide for every situation we will face.

Day three revealed that God’s organized approach to creation was the pattern He
continued to use. He is a God of order and purpose. We see this in the details of
creation as well as in our own lives. After separating the heavens and earth, God
created plants equipped for continual reseeding and new vegetation growth. His
plans encompassed future needs for life and growth.

God then made the sun, moon, and stars. These were organized and set with a
purpose to mark and measure time, directions, and seasons. Way before GPS,
people were able to use these celestial bodies for guidance and direction.

Genesis chapter one makes it clear: the Bible is a story about God. The Christian
faith begins and ends with God. Here in the very first verse, God is pulling back
the curtain; He’s revealing something about Himself, His glory, His majesty, His
power, and authority. Our goal and purpose as Christians is to know and love
our Creator God.

g Application: What stands out to you most about the
character and nature of God from today’s study?
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Conclusion

The account of creation in Scripture gives clear insight into God and has implications
for our lives today. From the first words of Genesis, we see that God is eternal—He
existed before anything else—and He is a triune God.

The fact that God created the world from nothing sets Him apart and reminds us
of His power. After He created the world, He began speaking other parts of creation
into existence. God spoke and things happened. There is great intentionality and
purpose about every aspect of creation. To study Creation is to see the proof of
intelligent design because every detail was accounted for and matters.

God brought order to chaos then as He does now. There was intention to the
sequence of creation. Just as we trust that God knew what He was doing when He
spoke various aspects of creation into being, we also can trust that He knows what
He is doing with the sequence and timing of our lives. We can see His hand at
work even when we don’t see all the details, we can trust that He holds everything
together. Creation reminds us of God’s power, control, and goodness.

@ What did you learn about creation from today’s study?

Why does it matter if we believe God created everything or if we
believe it came about some other way? How does this impact
daily life?

@ How might you seek out gospel conversations with others by
sharing what the Bible teaches about creation?

Memorize

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.
- Genesis 1:1, CSB
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