Session 30

ISAIAH §3
Isaiah s2:13—53:12

Memory Verse

But he was pierced because of our rebellion, crushed because of our iniquities;
punishment for our peace was on him, and we are healed by his wounds.

— Isa1aH §3:5, CSB
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Session

|Isaiah 53

THEOLOGICAL THEME: Isaiah prophesied about the suffering
and death of the Messiah as God’s means of reconciling sinful humans to
Himself. Although Isaiah wrote about the cross hundreds of years before it
happened, every detail was accurate and fulfilled just as he foresaw.

CALL TO ACTION: Reflect on the central truths of the gospel—from
Isaiah 53 and with the Lord’s Supper. Families, groups, and so on, make
an intentional effort to process implications. Pray for particular people
who need to hear the gospel and for opportunities to share with them.

When was the last time you moved? It can be tough to find people with trucks and
a willingness to give up their time, energy, and efforts to get your furniture and
possessions transferred from one place to another. There may have also been times
you have dodged a phone call from a friend because you didn’t want to face the
pressure of saying yes or no to helping them move.

Bearing or caring for someone else’s stuff is not something most people line up

to volunteer for, even if it’s a close friend. This ordinary example is a reminder of
the way our attitude and actions often stand in contrast to Jesus. Today, we look

at a passage of Scripture that describes the way Jesus willingly took on the burden
of sin for the entire world. He became our substitutionary sacrifice by taking the
punishment we deserve and accomplishing on our behalf that which we could never
do for ourselves.

Date of My Bible Study:




@ What are some reasons most people aren’t excited to help
someone else move?

Q What are some other ways we may be unwilling to carry the
burdens of others?

Session Summary

Isaiah foretold of the ultimate sacrifice the Messiah would suffer through as He bore the
burdens and sorrows of His people. He willingly endured injustice and terrible beatings
instead of seeking His own deserved comfort. Jesus became the final and ultimate sacrifice
once for all for the sins of the world.

Jesus fulfilled every detail of the prophecy Isaiah wrote hundreds of years earlier. Though
the suffering Jesus went through was awful, it pleased God because it was the only way
for sinful people to be reconciled to Him. Jesus provided the only way for us to be in right
relationship with God and be forgiven of our sins. Once we trust in Him and are saved by
faith in Jesus, we are to share the truth with those around us, so that they too can receive
the gift of Jesus on the cross.

1. The Plan for Salvation (Isaiah 52:13-15)

Today’s passage is a direct reference to the coming Messiah. Isaiah’s words pointed forward
to the events surrounding Jesus’s death. This is the same passage that the Ethiopian
eunuch was reading in his chariot when he asked Philip who the author was talking about.
These are powerful words that carry great weight even though they were written hundreds
of years before Jesus’s arrival in human form.

@ What description of Jesus stands out to you from these last three
verses of Isaiah 527
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God has always had a plan to provide a way of salvation for His people. God
promised that the Messiah would be exalted and lifted high. He would triumph
over the enemy and win the ultimate battle. It is noteworthy that the description
of Jesus starts with His victory before describing the way in which this victory
would be achieved.

Nothing that happened to Jesus came as a surprise to God. He has always had a
plan for the salvation of the people that He created and loves.

@ What is significant about starting from a place of Jesus’s
victory? How does this apply to our daily lives?

Once sin entered the world, man and woman were separated from God because
He is holy and pure (Genesis 3). After their sin, God sacrificed an animal because
innocent blood is necessary for the forgiveness of sin. The sacrificial system
continued for centuries until the coming of Jesus. Isaiah wrote about the cruel,
vicious, and shocking beating that Jesus endured as the final sacrifice for the sins
of God’s people. Jesus’s innocent blood was necessary to reconcile us, as sinful

people, with our holy God.

Isaiah said the Messiah would sprinkle many nations. Sprinkling was often
associated with cleansing from and forgiveness of sin in the Old Testament.
[saiah proclaimed that the work of the Messiah would bring cleansing to the
nations. Although the plan originated with Israel, it has always been intended for
all nations and not just limited to the nation of Israel. Jesus would bring healing
and forgiveness to nations far beyond Israel and literally across the world.

@ Application: How have you experienced the restoration that
comes through faith in Christ?
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2. The Suffering (Isaiah 53:1-9)

This chapter foretells in detail the suffering Jesus would endure and the way He
would eventually die. The Messiah would suffer greatly to cleanse the nations.
How would deep and painful suffering bring about cleansing? It is easy for us to
see the redemption brought about through the cross today, but this would not
have been as clear a picture of Isaiah’s original audience. Much of the descriptive
language feels contradictory on the surface.

The mighty arm of the Lord alludes to power and strength, an idea at odds with
a picture of a weak person who has been beaten within an inch of His life. This

is a reminder that Jesus had access to all the power of God and yet He willingly
submitted to the worst type of physical punishment and gave up His life for those
He loves. Jesus displayed strength in His suffering like the world had never seen.

The dry ground that the root of Jesse grew from reminds us that no person,
area, or country is too dry to be changed by the Living Water. When we feel
like it might be hopeless to bring the gospel to a person or place, this passage
encourages us there is no place so dry that the power of Jesus can’t make a
difference.

Q When have you felt like someone or some place was “too

dry” to receive the gospel? How does the image of the
suffering servant remind you that nothing is impossible for
God?

This man of sorrows would have nothing in His physical appearance to draw
people to Him. God is more concerned with the inside of a person than the
outside. This concept is counter cultural to the world we live in as it was in

that day also. Jesus would be despised and rejected which we read about in the
gospels. This rejection advanced to the point of Jesus dying at the hands of sinful
people, which He did willingly for their sake and ours.
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g What aspects of this description of Jesus can you connect to
the events that took place near the end of His life? How does
the fulfillment of this prophecy help bolster your faith?

These verses include some of the most well-known and poignant descriptors of what
Jesus did for us. All the things Jesus dealt with and endured were so that we could be
free. He chose the path of the cross to take our place and relieve us of the weight of
our sin. He willingly laid down His life without a word in His own defense for the
glory of God. Jesus was in control the entire time that He was beaten, tried, and then
hung on the cross with criminals. He became our ultimate innocent sacrificial lamb
to fulfill the plan of the Lord and provide us a way to complete forgiveness.

@ Application: How is God calling you to respond to what Jesus
has done for you?

3. The Victory (Isaiah 53:10-12)

Following the harrowing description of the Messiah’s suffering, Isaiah reminds us this
was God’s will. Some translations use the word “pleased” to describe God’s posture
toward these events. This reminds us Jesus was not a victim of circumstances: He

was the key figure in this plan ordained by God and prophesied by Isaiah hundreds
of years before it happened. This was a victory for the Lord despite how it looked in
human terms.

To hear that “the Lord was pleased to crush [the servant] severely” (53:10) sounds
extremely harsh. The Hebrew verb rendered “was pleased” can also mean “to desire”
or “to will” something. God’s “pleasure” in this context refers to His will or plan—not
a sadistic pleasure derived from inflicting pain on an innocent victim. God’s plan was
for His servant’s suffering and death to qualify as a guilt offering—a pure and holy
sacrifice offered for the forgiveness of sinners (see Leviticus 5:14-15; Hebrews 9:24-28).

@ How is it possible that God could be pleased with what would
happen to Jesus?
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The Lord would be pleased because the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross enabled the
world to be reconciled to the Father. Jesus’s love for us brought Him willingly

to the place we deserve because of our sin. Jesus bore the burden of our sin even
though He was completely innocent.

Gloriously, the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus was not the end of the
story. Jesus is alive and lives to see His people live prosperously in relationship
with God because of His sacrifice. Jesus’s delights in the reality that mankind has
been reconciled to Him.

@ How do we receive the work of Jesus on our behalf?

Jesus did the work for us, but we must surrender our lives to Him to receive the
fullness of what He’s done and live in the freedom of Christ. Only those who
receive the finished work of Christ on their behalf are reconciled to the Father.
Otherwise, Jesus’s sacrifice has no effect for you.

Using imagery of dividing the spoils after a military victory, Isaiah described
the great reward of Jesus—those He secures by His finished work. It is Jesus’s
delight to restore His people to the Father and the reward of His finished work
is reconciled relationship between God and man. Sadly, many are content to
settle for much less. But we are reminded that Jesus has been obedient where we
have been rebels; He has been perfect where we have been sinful; and He has
interceded for us in the places we were disobedient and powerless.

Many Christian scholars understand verses 11-12 to foreshadow Christ’s
resurrection and exaltation. Paul described Christ’s exaltation in this way in
Philippians 2:9-11: “For this reason God highly exalted him and gave him the
name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee will
bow—in heaven and on earth—and every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ
is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”

Now, we are called to share this amazing news with others, inviting them to
receive the work of Jesus for themselves and be reconciled into right relationship

with God the Father.
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g Application: Who can you tell about the finished work of
Jesus on their behalf?

Conclusion

Jesus lived a perfect life without sin. Yet because of His great love for us and the
plan of the Father to reconcile sinful man to Himself, Jesus willingly endured
terrible suffering and gave up His life on the cross in our place. He took on the
burden of our sin and died as our substitutionary sacrifice once for all.

Isaiah prophesied in detail about all Jesus would go through hundreds of years
before it occurred. Then Jesus came and fulfilled the prophecy down to the last
detail. He was victorious over sin and death and continues to make intercession
on our behalf.

Q How are you impacted to revisit the details of Jesus’s
sacrifice on your behalf?

@ How can we as a group remind one another of these truths
on a regular basis?

@ How can you seek a gospel conversation with another
person by sharing the message of Isaiah 53 with them??

Memorize

But he was pierced because of our rebellion, crushed because of our iniquities;
punishment for our peace was on him, and we are healed by his wounds.

- Isaiah 53:5, CSB
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