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Lesson Summary  

Main Passages 

Matthew 4:18-22; John 9:35-38; Acts 9:1-20 

Session Outline 
1. The Disciples Encounter Jesus (Matthew 4:18-22) 

2. Saul Encounters Jesus (Acts 9:1-20) 

3. A Blind Man Encounters Jesus (John 9:35-38) 

Theological Theme 
Jesus changes lives. This is true in the stories we read in Scripture, and it’s just as true 

today. When we answer His call, He transforms our lives for the better. 

Call to Action 
We fuel a disciple-making and church multiplication movement in Middle Tennessee 

and beyond. This movement will share the gospel with millions, engage community 

needs by the thousands, and build a network of 100+ healthy churches. 

 

September 28, 2025 
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Did you know that Theodor Geisel (you might better know him as Dr. 

Seuss) was rejected by 27 publishers before he found one who would 

publish his first children’s book, And to Think that I Saw It on 

Mulberry Street? In a world where so many of us grew up reading Dr. 

Seuss’s books (or watching their movie or TV adaptations, new 

iterations of which are still being released decades later), this seems 

unfathomable. Luckily for Theodor, and us, a chance encounter got 

him that first contract. 

The story goes like this. After being rejected for the twenty-seventh 

time, Dr. Seuss walked along the New York sidewalks, ready to give up, 

but on Madison Avenue, he happened to bump into an old friend from 

Dartmouth, Mike McClintock. That morning, Mike had started 

working at Vanguard Press as an editor in the children’s section, and he 

helped Theodor land the contract that would result in his first 

published work.  

Dr. Seuss would later say, “If I had been going down the other side of 

Madison Avenue, I’d be in the dry-cleaning business today.” That 

chance encounter changed Dr. Seuss’s life, launching a literary career 

that is still reverberating today.1 

Today we’re going to look at some other life-changing encounters, 

except they weren’t by chance. They were by divine design, and they 

were eternal life changing. 

When you think of life-changing moments, what comes to mind? 

Have you ever experienced a moment that changed the course of your 

life? What happened? 

Session Summary 
Today we’re talking about the ultimate life-changing moment: an 

encounter with Jesus. 
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When Jesus encountered Peter, Andrew, James, and John working on the 

Sea of Galilee, they dropped everything and follow Him immediately.  

When Saul the persecutor encountered Jesus on the road to Damascus, he 

was struck blind for several days before God sent someone to revive him.  

When he recovered, he immediately began proclaiming truth publicly: 

Jesus is the Son of God, the Messiah. 

When a blind man encountered Jesus as He passed by, Jesus first 

healed his physical ailment (life-long blindness), and second, revealed 

Himself as the Messiah. Once the man learned who Jesus was, he 

immediately believed in Jesus and worshiped Him. 

In every case, a life was changed forever, for the better. 

1. The Disciples Encounter Jesus   

(Matthew 4:18-22) 

In this passage, Jesus called and the men responded. Why is it 

important that we recognize when Jesus calls and respond 

appropriately? 

What stands out about how Peter, Andrew, James, and John reacted to 

Jesus?  

Today we’re talking about the ultimate life-changing moment: an 

encounter with Jesus. In our first passage, we’re studying Matthew’s 

account of Jesus calling His first disciples: Peter, Andrew, James, and 

John. 

As Jesus was walking along the Sea of Galilee, two sets of brothers 

were hard at work fishing, Peter and Andrew and James and John. 

Jesus saw them and issued a command: Follow me. This type of 

command would have been understood as a call to follow a rabbi 

permanently.2 When Jesus called out to them, they came immediately. 

They recognized Jesus’s authority, left their trade and their family, and 

followed Jesus. 

Luke’s gospel records this story with a little more detail. In Luke’s 

account, Jesus performed a miracle before calling Peter. Peter had been 

on the water fishing all night and caught nothing, but he obeyed when 

Jesus told him to head into deep water and try one more time for a 

catch. The result? An impossible number of fish. So many fish that the 

nets began to tear, and the boat began to sink. They had so many fish 

that they needed help bringing them in. Luke also recorded that they 

“left everything, and followed him” (Luke 5:11). 
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As with many things during His earthly ministry, Jesus turned the 

normal rabbi/disciple model upside down. Usually, a disciple would 

continue working in their trade, but Jesus knew His disciples needed 

full-time training for an even more important trade than their current 

one: fishing for people, the kingdom work He knew lay ahead for 

them, even after He ascended into heaven. A disciple also usually 

picked their rabbi, but, in this case, Jesus hand-picked His disciples, 

calling them to follow Him.3  

What was it about Jesus that caused them to drop everything to follow 

Him? They followed immediately, and their life was changed permanently. 

When we have an encounter with Jesus, our lives are changed 

permanently too. Just like Peter, Andrew, James, and John, when we 

say yes to God’s call on our lives, that is the first step in an important 

and fulfilling journey with the Lord. 

Application: Put yourselves in the shoes of the disciples. What 

hesitations do you have in responding when Jesus calls? Why is it 

always worth it? 

2. Saul Encounters Jesus (Acts 9:1-20) 

What is unexpected about the encounter with Jesus recorded in this 

passage? 

What’s significant about what the Lord said to and about Saul in this 

passage? Why is that important? 

This passage recounts the story of a life-changing encounter of another 

follower of Jesus, Saul. You may better know him as the apostle Paul, 

whose letters and life stories still inform and bless believers like you 

and me today. Just like Peter, Andrew, James, and John, Saul had an 

encounter with Jesus that changed his life forever.  

At this time, Saul was ravaging the church (Acts 8:3), “still breathing 

threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord” (v. 1). Saul was 

actively persecuting followers of Jesus. He had his sights set on the 

church and they were in very real danger of being arrested and brought 

to prison in Jerusalem. “The Way” (v. 2) was a name for followers of 

Jesus. Not only was he on a mission root out and stop Jesus’s 

followers, but Saul had the powerful backing of the high priest. 

In the eyes of men, Saul might seem like the very last person God 

would have a use, but as always, God works in ways that seem unlikely 

to us, and God had big plans for Saul. As Saul was nearing Damascus 

on his mission to stop the spread of Christianity, he had an encounter 

with the living  
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God that would change the course of his life permanently (and the 

course of the church, as per God’s plan). He was blinded by a “light 

from heaven” (v. 3), and, falling to the ground, heard Jesus’s voice. 

It was here, lying on the ground on the road to Damacus, that Saul was 

first confronted with the truth that Jesus was not, as he had previously 

thought, a blasphemer who must be stopped, but the Son of God. 

Stories like this still exist today. God in His divine goodness can (and 

does!) make Himself known to His people in undeniable ways, all for 

His glory. As with Saul, those powerful moments are an invitation to 

greater faith and purpose God has planned for us.  

After Jesus spoke, Saul set about doing what Jesus had instructed. He 

got up and went into the city where he would be told what he must do 

(v. 6). When Saul got up, he couldn’t see anything, so his companions 

led him into Damascus, where “He was unable to see for three days 

and did not eat or drink.” (v.9)   

This event marked a dramatic shift in Saul’s world view. He had 

previously been so convinced that Jesus had been a blasphemer that he 

personally set out to do what he could to stop the spread of “The 

Way,” and now, he was faced with the uncomfortable truth that he was 

wrong. This is a hard pill for anyone to swallow.  

After three days of blindness, God had a plan to bring Saul out of the 

darkness, and into the light (and kingdom work) via Ananias. Ananias 

had a very relatable reaction when God told him he was to go and visit 

Saul (remember, Saul has been ravaging the church). When he 

hesitated, God confirmed that Saul was His “chosen instrument” (v. 

15) to take the gospel to the “Gentiles, kings, and Israelites” (v. 15). 

Saul had previously caused the suffering of many believers, but he 

would be the one suffering for the sake of the gospel soon (v. 16).  

Immediately, Saul set about proclaiming the good news (v. 20). After 

their encounter with Jesus, Peter, Andrew, James, and John 

immediately followed Him. After his encounter with Jesus, Saul did the 

same, immediately proclaiming the truth.  

As with Saul, an encounter with Jesus changes your life forever. Peter, 

Andrew, James, and John’s lives were all changed because they left life 

as they knew it to follow the Messiah. Saul’s life took a 180-degree 

turn. After this encounter on the road to Damascus, his whole life 

changed. He went from ravaging the church to proclaiming the 

message he previously thought was blasphemous. An encounter with 

Jesus has the power to completely shift our worldview.   
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Application: How does Saul’s story give you hope for those who seem 

“too far gone” to be used by God? 

3. A Blind Man Encounters Jesus (John 9:35-38) 

What does this passage (and the preceding verses) tell us about the 

kind of people Jesus uses?  

Why is it important that we share how Jesus has impacted our lives 

with others as this man did? 

The verses are an excerpt from a larger account of a miraculous healing 

Jesus performed. John recorded that Jesus passed by and saw a man 

who was blind from birth and then proceeded to heal him. Jesus saw 

this man, who had a need that it was within Jesus’s power to meet, and 

Jesus met it. He made some mud, spread it on this man’s eyes, and told 

him to “wash in the pool of Siloam” (v. 7). After the man obeyed, he 

came away healed. Jesus’s healing changed the entire course of this 

man’s life. Thanks to Jesus, he could see. His life was forever changed, 

but Jesus wasn’t done yet. 

When the Pharisees got wind of the healing Jesus had performed, they 

brought the blind man in for questioning. This was a particularly 

offensive event for them because the healing took place on the 

Sabbath, and the manner of healing Jesus chose to work through 

violated Sabbath laws according to tradition.  

The healed man reported everything he knew, and when they still 

questioned him, had this wonderful response: “Whether or not he’s a 

sinner, I don’t know. One thing I do know: I was blind, and now I can 

see!” (John 9:25). 

His brief encounter with Jesus had changed his entire life, and the man 

defended Jesus, suggesting that Jesus was from God (a point they were 

arguing against, reasoning that He could not be from God and also 

willingly break Sabbath laws). For his defense of Jesus, the Pharisees 

threw the man out. 

This is where our passage picks up. Recently thrown out from the 

synagogue, Jesus sought him out again, a beautiful picture of the Good 

Shepherd, seeking out the one (Matthew 18:12-14). Except this time, 

He had an even greater gift for this man: the gospel message. The 

Messiah had come, and this man believed and worshiped Him. Jesus 

brought him out of physical darkness from blindness, but out of 

spiritual darkness too. 

Spiritual 

Blindness 
The healing of this blind man 

took place on two levels: at the 

physical level his sight was 

restored. On the spiritual level 

he had come to faith in Christ. 

This man serves as a paradigm 

for Jesus’ entire ministry. The 

Pharisees who witnessed this 

event responded only in 

indignation that Jesus would 

intimate that they were blind. 

Masterfully, Jesus responded 

that if they were truly blind, 

they would be guiltless, but 

since they claimed sight, their 

guilt remained. 
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This account gives us a tangible way to model Jesus’s behavior: when 

we see a need, and it is within our means to meet, we should do so. It 

also teaches us an important lesson about evangelism: when we meet 

the needs of those around us, we open the door wider to win hearts 

for the gospel. The adage is true: “People don’t care what you know 

until they know how much you care.” People generally don’t want to 

hear the gospel from someone who doesn’t show care to those they 

encounter. 

This passage also gives us a beautiful example of the power of Jesus to 

change a life. Jesus still heals today, both through modern medicine 

and through modern miracles that confound physicians, but He also 

changes lives through healings of different kinds: emotional healing; 

the healing of broken relationships; healing from addiction. This is the 

type of impact Jesus can make on those who don’t know Him yet, and 

He can (and wants!) use you to make that initial introduction. 

Application: How could we be better attuned to needs in our 

community, and how might we use that to seek open doors to share 

the gospel?  

Conclusion 
 

     How did you first encounter Jesus? What happened? How has saying “yes” 

     to following Jesus changed your life? 

     How is our group and church meant to stir one another up toward greater 

     faith and growth in following Jesus? 

     How can we use stories of our encounters with Jesus to tell others about Him? 

Prayer of Response 
Praise God for the way He changes lives. Thank Him for all the examples we 
have in Scripture of how He has changed lives in the past and thank Him that 
He is still transforming lives today. Ask Him to help you share how Jesus has 
changed your life with others. 

Memory Verse 
“Follow me,” he told them, “and I will make you fish for people.” 
Immediately they left their nets and followed him. —Matthew 4:19-20 

Additional Resources 
• Exalting Jesus in Matthew by David 

Platt 
• John by R. C. Sproul 
• The Book of Acts by F. F. Bruce 
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Historical Context of Matthew 

 

Purpose 
Matthew probably wrote his Gospel in order to preserve written eyewitness testimony about 

the ministry of Jesus. Matthew’s Gospel emphasizes certain theological truths. First, Jesus is 

the Messiah, the long-awaited King of God’s people. Second, Jesus is the new Abraham, the 

founder of a new spiritual Israel consisting of all people who choose to follow him. This new 

Israel will consist of both Jews and Gentiles. Third, Jesus is the new Moses, the deliverer and 

instructor of God’s people. Fourth, Jesus is the Immanuel, the virgin-born Son of God who 

fulfills the promises of the OT. 

Author 
The author did not identify himself in the text. However, the title that ascribes this Gospel to 

Matthew appears in the earliest manuscripts and is possibly original. Titles became necessary 

to distinguish one Gospel from another when the four Gospels began to circulate as a single 

collection. Many early church fathers (Papias, Irenaeus, Pantaenus, and Origen) 

acknowledged Matthew as the author. Papias also contended that Matthew first wrote in 

Hebrew, implying that this Gospel was later translated into Greek. 

Setting 
Determining the date of composition of Matthew’s Gospel depends largely on the relationship 

of the Gospels to one another. Most scholars believe that Matthew utilized Mark’s Gospel in 

writing his own gospel. If this is correct, Matthew’s Gospel must postdate Mark’s. However, 

the date of Mark’s Gospel is also shrouded in mystery. Irenaeus (ca AD 180) seems to claim 

that Mark wrote his Gospel after Peter’s death in the mid-60s. However, Clement of 

Alexandria, who wrote only twenty years after Irenaeus, claimed that Mark wrote his Gospel 

while Peter was still alive. Given the ambiguity of the historical evidence, a decision must be 

based on other factors. 

Special Features 
This Gospel was written from a strong Jewish perspective to show that Jesus is the Messiah 

promised in the Old Testament. 
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Extended Commentary 

 

Matthew 4:18-22 
4:18–22 Jesus’s command, Follow me, urged the disciples not just to accompany him on his 

travels but to follow his example and emulate his character. Following Jesus involved significant 

sacrifice for Simon … Andrew … James, and John. They abandoned their careers as fishermen. 

The words they left … their father indicate that following Jesus also required the disciples to 

place commitment to Jesus above commitment to their own families (10:37; 19:29).4 

John 9:35-38 
9:35–38 Jesus the Good Shepherd sought out the man he had healed and led him to faith. The 

blind man progressed from identifying Jesus as “a prophet” (v. 17) to confessing him as Lord (v. 

38).5 

Acts 9:1-20 
Paul’s conversion is related three times in Acts, here and in two speeches of Paul; before a 

Jewish crowd in the temple yard (22:3–21), and in his address to King Agrippa (26:2–23). There 

are minor differences between the three accounts, mainly due to the different audiences to 

whom they were addressed. The present account is the primary account. It falls into three 

divisions. Verses 9:1–9 relate the vision of Christ which came to Paul the persecutor on the 

Damascus Road. It was an objective experience. Paul’s companions saw a light and heard a noise 

but only Paul experienced the vision itself. In persecuting the church Paul was persecuting Christ 

Himself (“Why do you persecute me”). Paul now understood that Christ truly lived, that He was 

indeed the risen Messiah. In his letters Paul referred to his experience as an actual appearance of 

the risen Lord (e.g. 1 Cor. 15:8). Verses 10–19a relate the interlocking visions of the blinded Paul 

and the Christian Ananias in Damascus. Ananias was understandably reluctant to approach this 

notorious persecutor, who had come to Damascus expressly to arrest Christians like himself. 

Ananias was instructed to come to Paul, restore his sight, baptize him, and reveal his 

commission to him. The commission is given in verses 15–16. Paul would now be a witness for 

Christ; the former persecutor of Christ would himself be persecuted for his own witness to 

Christ. Verses 19b–22 complete the account of Paul’s conversion. Paul lost no time in witnessing 

in the Damascus synagogues. His zeal as a persecutor was surpassed in his zeal for Christ. There 

have been attempts to “explain” Paul’s conversion—everything from a disillusioned Pharisee to 

an epileptic. The simplest and yet most profound explanation is that Christ took hold of him and 

turned him about-face—from a zealot controlled by his own will to an equally zealous disciple 

directed by Christ.6 
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