Session 8

Jesus HEALS
Matthew 9:18-26

Memory Verse

Jesus turned and saw her. “Have courage, daughter,” he said. “Your faith
has saved you.” And the woman was made well from that moment.

— MATTHEW 9:22, CSB
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Session

Jesus Heals

THEOLOGICAL THEME: God can miraculously restore all areas of

our lives.

CALL TO ACTION: To live in God’s kingdom is to be a missional

person. What local mission or global mission might be the way for you to
radically seek the outcasts’ well-being and share the gospel of Christ?

In May 2009, Greg Thomas learned that the terrible headaches, jaw aches, and
earaches he had been experiencing weren’t normal. It was stage 4 cancer of the head
and neck, and it was inoperable. It got to the point that the doctors even told his
family to start planning his funeral.

For years, Greg had stopped on the steps of a small, abandoned church to pray when
he was out walking his dogs, and one evening, as he was crying out to God on the
steps, he told God, “Before I leave this earth, Lord, I'd like to do something for you.”

The “something” Greg had in mind was fixing up the decaying church. It would be
slow going. He was 66 pounds lighter after three rounds of chemo and 40 sessions
of radiation. The association in charge of the church’s upkeep agreed to accept both
his help and one condition (that he be given a key so he could worship there at any
time).

As he began restoring the church, he was surprised to find restoration somewhere

else: in himself. He started feeling stronger and so much better that he felt like he
didn’t need the strong pain meds his doctor had prescribed. While working on the

Date of My Bible Study:




restoration of the small church, Greg’s medical scans showed something amazing: his
tumors were shrinking. He was able to take out the feeding tube doctors had told him
he’d have for the rest of his life, and he eventually was pronounced in remission. It was a
miracle. Greg was quoted as saying, “While I was restoring the church, God was restoring
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me.

God still heals today. If you look, you'll find stories just like this, of people who
experienced healing that defied doctors” expectations and understanding. God also heals
today through the miracle of modern medicine, a common grace available to all image
bearers.

Today we are going to read a story of faith and healing when Jesus miraculously healed
two people in ways that defied medicine and understanding in that day (and in ours!).

@ Greg’s story gained fame through the internet, but there are
likely stories like this in our own community. Does anyone know
of someone who was miraculously healed in our church or
community?

@ What biblical accounts of miraculous healing stand out to you?

Session Summary

In our study today, we will read the account of Jesus healing two individuals. The first was a
ceremonially unclean woman who had persistent bleeding. She had faith that if she touched
the fringe of Jesus’s garment, she could be healed. The second was the daughter of a synagogue
leader. Her father, Jairus, had faith that if Jesus laid His hands on her, she would be healed.
She had died, but Jesus raised her from the dead. In both accounts, we are reminded our faith
matters, and God is able to do the miraculous.
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1. Jairus’s Faith (Matthew 9:18-19)

Q Read the other gospel accounts of this event (Mark 5:22-
24; Luke 8:41-42). What similarities and differences do you
notice?

@ What do we learn about Jairus’s character? Why was his
position significant?

The events we’ll read in our study today are recorded in all three synoptic
Gospels (Matthew, Mark and Luke, identified as such because of the similar
material contained in the writings). This is an indicator that the Gospel writers
believed these were significant events, and helpful to their goal of aiding the
reader in understanding the truth about Jesus and then, consequently, believing
in and following Him.

In today’s passage in Matthew, we meet “one of the leaders” (v. 18). The other
Gospel accounts of this moment name this man as “one of the synagogue
leaders, named Jairus” (Mark 5:22). Jairus would have been a respected leader
of the synagogue, with many administrative duties?, in charge of overseeing
the synagogue and activities happening there.> We often think negatively about
the religious leaders of Jesus’s day (and with reason), but the story of Jairus, a
respected Jewish synagogue leader, stands out from the norm.

Mark and Luke recorded that Jairus initially said his daughter was dying, while
Matthew’s account recorded Jairus initially saying that his daughter had just
died. Scholars understand this discrepancy as an attempt on Matthew’s part to
condense the story (the accounts in Mark and Luke record that Jesus and Jairus
learned of the girl’s death before reaching his home).* We shouldn’t read this as
“less accurate” because this would have been an acceptable way to present the
story when Matthew wrote it.

Jairus had evidently heard of the healings Jesus had been performing and sought
Jesus to do the same in his household. Jairus came and knelt before Jesus because
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he believed Jesus could do something about his tragic situation. He didn’t ask

Jesus if He can do anything to help. No, Jairus’s request assumed that when Jesus
laid His hand on the gitl, “she will live” (v. 18).

Upon hearing Jairus’s request, Jesus and His disciples followed Jairus to his home.

@ Application: When have you felt a desperate level of faith—

when you knew God was able to do something about a
situation and you eagerly sought that He would? What
happened?

2. The Woman’s Faith (Matthew 9:20-22)

@ Read the other Gospel accounts of this event (Mark 5:25-
34; Luke 8:43-48). What similarities and differences do you
notice?

What do we learn about the woman’s character? What do
you make of her decision to touch Jesus’s garment but not
speak to Him? What does that speak of her faith but also
possibly her pain?

How different the last twelve years of this woman’s life looked compared to Jairus
the synagogue leader. For the last twelve years, while Jairus had been enjoying the
blessing of his only daughter (Luke 8:42), this woman had been suffering (v. 20).
Mark and Luke’s account of this story add extra details about her life. She had
spent all the money she had on many doctors, enduring much (Mark 5:26), and
no one could heal her. This was a woman at the end of her rope.

On top of her physical suffering, because of her bleeding, Mosaic law declared

this woman ceremonially unclean (Leviticus 15:19-33). Being “unclean” would
have greatly affected her everyday life. As a ceremonially unclean person,
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she would not have been welcome in the synagogue (under penalty of physical
punishment or death’) and would have likely been shunned by her community
because of the negative ramifications of being around an unclean person.® Not only
would she have been ceremonially unclean, but so would anyone who touched her (or
any of the furniture she occupied), creating a taboo around touching anyone suffering
like this (especially for a Jewish rabbi, or religious teacher, like Jesus).”

But she had great faith. She believed that if she could just touch the end of Jesus’s
robe, she would be healed (v.21), but her faith may go even deeper.

Jewish rabbis in Jesus’s day would have worn a garment called a tallit, a prayer

shawl with the tassels dictated by Old Testament law in Numbers 15:37-40 and
Deuteronomy 22:12. The Hebrew word used to describe the corner of these garments
(kanafayim), also means wing. When the woman with the issue of blood reached for
the healing of Jesus at “the end of his robe” (v. 20), her actions illustrated Malachi
4:2, some of the very last written prophecy before the arrival of Jesus:

“But for you who fear my name, the sun of righteousness will rise with healing in its
wings, and you will go out and playfully jump like calves from the stall.”

Her faith in God’s character and His promises gave her the courage to act. It would

not have been socially acceptable for a woman like this to touch the edge of a rabbi’s
garment (remember, she is ceremonially unclean and touching someone would make
them unclean by association). Where this might have been received harshly by other
rabbis, Jesus, as usual, responded differently.

When this woman braved the crowds (Luke 8:42) to touch Jesus’s robe, Jesus saw her
(v. 22). What a gift for any of us to be truly seen by our Savior and Redeemer. She,
probably a social outcast, was seen by the Messiah. He didn’t dismiss her or scold
her. He responded in love. In all three Gospel accounts, Jesus called her daughter.
And when Jesus saw her, He honored her faith publicly: “Your faith has saved you”
(v. 22). Don’t miss the significance of this. By praising her and announcing her
healing publicly, he not only healed her physical affliction, he also restored her to the
community she had been missing.
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g Application: Have you ever had a moment of faith when you
acted in courage? What happened?

3. Spreading Faith (Matthew 9:23-26)

@ Read the other Gospel accounts of this event (Mark 5:35-
43; Luke 8:49-56). What similarities and differences do you
notice?

Q Compare Jesus’s response to those who were not showing
faith to those who did. Which group would you likely be in?

Consider when Jesus stopped His journey to Jairus’s house to interact with the
woman with the issue of blood. In Mark and Luke’s accounts, the fuller details
could be read as though Jesus wasn't in a hurry. He made time for the woman,
and Jairus was left to be patient, and though Matthew didn’t specity, if we put
ourselves in Jairus’s shoes, we might imagine him on edge, maybe even frantic.
But God doesn’t work on our timeline. His timing is always better.

The flute players and lamenting crowd (professional mourners) Matthew
referenced in verse 23 were commonplace in this day. Matthew painted a specific
scene here. Imagine mourning with your family and friends at a funeral only to
see Jesus walk in and raise the dead to life! Matthew wanted us to understand—
Jesus completely turned things around for this family.

When Jesus arrived and asked the mourners to leave, they laughed at Him,

but this public ridicule didn’t stop Jesus. When we, likewise, are laughed at for
walking out our faith, it shouldn’t stop us from continuing.
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Simply, Matthew recorded Jesus took the girl by the hand, and she got up (and
thus Jesus’s power over death was demonstrated). Note that touching a dead
body also made a person unclean, but Jesus did it anyway (Numbers 19:11-13).
Throughout His earthly ministry, Jesus consistently cared more for people than
following the religious leaders” example (who often followed the rules at the
expense of the people).

Even though Jesus told the girl’s parents not to tell anyone about this event (Mark
5:43; Luke 8:56), “news of this spread throughout that whole area” (v. 26).

Q Application: Have you ever had to wait through a tense
season for God to work in your life? What happened?

Conclusion

In our passage today, we read about two miraculous healings: a bleeding woman

and a dead girl.

God still heals and restores today. Even though God can heal and restore any
situation, He doesn’t always choose to. When we face times when the healing we
hope for does not come, we can trust that God is still good. He still loves us and
is walking with us through any tough road we may be facing.

@ Where do you currently need to come to Jesus, even in an
“unclean” state? How can we have confidence that He will
respond in love and grace?

@ How can we support one another in going to Jesus in faith for
the things we need?
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g How might living with this type of faith give us further
opportunities for gospel conversations?

Memorize

Jesus turned and saw her. “Have courage, daughter,” he said. “Your faith has saved
you.” And the woman was made well from that moment.

- Matthew 9:22, CSB
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