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Lesson Summary 

Main Passages
Mark 11:1-11

Session Outline
1. The Colt (Mark 11:1-6)
2. A Humble Entrance (Mark 11:7-8)
3. Hosanna! (Mark 11:9-11)

Theological Theme
Jesus entered Jerusalem as Messiah, ready to pay the price for our eternal               
deliverance from sin. 

Call to Action
We can live each trusting Jesus’s saving work on our behalf.

Hosanna in the Highest

March 29, 2026

Teaching Plan
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The Triumphal 
Entry
Jesus entered Jerusalem 
as one coming in the 
name, that is, the authority, 
of the Lord with a God-
given mission of salvation 
(“Hosanna” means save 
now). By riding a colt, 
Jesus laid claim to His own 
brand of messiahship—
not conquering hero but 
humble servant (see Zech. 
9:9).

 Voices from 
Church History
TBD

 Voices from 
the Church
TBD

99  Essential 
Christian Doctrines
TBD

Introduction
In 2012, London was set to host the Olympics. Those watching the 
opening ceremonies saw the familiar London scene of Buckingham Palace 
as the backdrop for an epic start to this global event.

Here, famous personalities collided, both from real life and the big screen. 
The fictional super-spy James Bond, the famous royal corgis, and the late 
Queen Elizabeth II. This intro gave us not only a behind-the-scenes look 
at the elegance of Buckingham Palace but also culminated in one of the 
most daring entrances of all time.

From the palace, the Queen and Bond hopped in a helicopter that took 
them soaring over London, arriving at the arena where the opening 
ceremony would take place. From there, the Queen and James Bond 
jumped out of the helicopter and parachuted into the stadium with the 
iconic Union Jack on their parachutes!1

Okay, it was not exactly the Queen. She was in her 80s at the time, so 
a stunt double dressed like her executed the jump, but it made quite the 
enchanting entrance.

Royals throughout history have made memorable entrances that are often 
both impressive and significant, but none were so important as Jesus’s 
entry into Jerusalem on a donkey. This took place during what we now 
call Holy Week, the week leading up to Jesus’s death on the cross and His 
subsequent resurrection.

What is a famous entrance that stands out in your mind? 
What made it memorable?

What do you do if you want to make an entrance in a 
particular setting or with a certain group?

Hosanna in the Highest
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Session Summary
Today, we’ll study Jesus’s triumphal entry, beginning the week leading 
up to His death and subsequent resurrection. Mark’s Gospel devotes 
significant attention to Holy Week, and all four Gospels record Jesus’s 
triumphal entry, making clear this event is an important one in biblical 
record. 

As He approached Jerusalem for the Passover celebration, Jesus had His 
disciples fetch an unridden colt, a mode of transportation fit for a king, 
and one that fulfilled the Messianic prophecy of Zechariah 9:9. This 
choice in transportation presented Jesus as a servant King. 

When Jesus entered Jerusalem, many spread their clothes and leafy 
branches before Him, an act usually reserved for royalty. The people 
shouted lines from Psalm 118, traditionally sung during Passover 
celebration. Their cries of “Hosanna in the highest heaven!” (v. 10) was 
a call to the Lord to deliver His people. The crowd expected immediate 
deliverance from the oppression of Rome, but God had a further-reaching 
deliverance in mind that Jesus would soon fulfill.

1. The Colt (Mark 11:1-6)

How did Jesus display trust in the Father in this passage? 
How did the disciples display trust in Jesus and the Father?

How did the response of those who questioned the 
disciples further affirm Jesus’s identity and testimony?

The events of Holy Week make up about one-third of the entire gospel of 
Mark2, known to be fast-moving and action-packed. 

We know this event in Scripture as the “triumphal entry” (which we 
remember on Palm Sunday), the second event that is recorded in all four 
gospel accounts (the prior event being the feeding of the 5,000).3 This is 
recorded in Matthew 21:1-6, Luke 19:28-34, and John 12:14-15. Mark’s 
emphasis on these events, and all four Gospel writers’ inclusion of them, 
signifies their importance. 

The landmarks mentioned in 11:1 are all nearby Jerusalem (Bethany, 
two miles to the east, the Mount of Olives, a large hill just to the east of 
Jerusalem–many Passover travelers would camp here, and Bethpage was 
a town on the slope of the Mount of Olives).4 As they neared Jerusalem, 
Jesus sent two disciples off to fetch a colt, a young donkey in the village 
ahead (probably Bethpage). 
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Put yourself in the disciples’ shoes. They had likely grown accustomed 
to unusual and even miraculous happenings with Jesus by now, but this 
request may have still stood out as odd. Jesus gave them exact instructions. 
He tells them just what to say in what could have been uncomfortable 
moment. And they obeyed. The colt was where Jesus told them it would 
be, and once they repeated His words, the people let them go.

Jesus’s use of the colt held significance. First, Jesus specified that no one 
has ever sat upon this colt. This makes it suitable to be used for a sacred 
purpose (fit for a King). Further, the colt fulfilled Messianic prophecy 
from Zechariah 9:9. Mark did not give this detail, but Matthew (who 
quoted extensive Old Testament prophecy to point to Jesus as the long-
awaited Messiah) spelled this out in Matthew 21:4-5.

How does fulfillment of prophecy in Jesus serve to build our 
faith in Him?

2. Humble and Riding on a Donkey (Mark 11:7-8)

How did the people respond to Jesus’s arrival? What might 
this indicate about the crowd?

How can we rightly respond to Jesus today? 

With the requested animal procured, the disciples spread their clothes on 
its back and Jesus sat on it. Mark recorded that “many people” (v. 8) bore 
witness to this event (Matthew recorded “a very large crowd” Matthew 
21:8). The crowd reacted to Jesus’s entrance on the donkey by spreading 
their clothes and leafy branches over the road on which He rode. Clothes 
and leafy branches were customarily used to receive royalty.5

Interestingly, this was a departure from how Jesus has conducted Himself 
in His ministry so far. Whereas He often walked in his travels, here He 
“made an entrance” on the donkey. Riding on a donkey signaled Jesus as 
a servant leader (there is no greater example of a servant King than Jesus, 
who came not to be served, but to serve, Mark 10:45). 

Jesus chose to enter the city in a way that drew attention in the city where, 
just days later, He would be unfairly tried and killed. In preparation, He 
entered as Israel’s Messiah (Zechariah 9:9).

Think about the many times Jesus said His time had not yet 
come. How did these events signal that His time had come? 
What was meant by His time?



5Session 12

3. Hosanna! (Mark 11:9-11)

The people spoke the right words about Jesus but 
misunderstood His purpose. How might we make the same 
error?

How can we be sure we are receiving Jesus as He intends 
and not only as we desire or expect?

In addition to laying down their clothes and branches, the people shouted 
praises to Jesus as He entered. Mark recounted two groups of people 
shouting here, first “those who went ahead” and second “those who 
followed” (v. 9). This could have been Jesus’s fellow pilgrims (travelers 
headed to Jerusalem for Passover), and people who came out of Jerusalem 
to meet the traveling party.6

The refrain that they shout comes from Psalm 118:25-26:

      LORD, save us! 
      LORD, please grant us success! 
      He who comes in the name 
      of the LORD is blessed. 
      From the house of the LORD we bless you.

This is one of the psalms sung during the Passover celebration. “Hosanna” 
is the transliteration of a Hebrew phrase that means “save us.”7 Jesus was 
on His way to secure salvation on the cross, though not in the way anyone 
expected.

Each Gospel writer records the refrain in this portion of the text in a 
slightly different way (Matthew 21:9; Mark 11:9-10; Luke 19:38; John 
12:13). We shouldn’t take these differences as contradictions, but rather 
slightly different strategic perspectives to help readers grasp and come to 
believe in Jesus.

“Blessed is He who comes in the name of the LORD,” was part of a 
liturgy that was used during the Passover celebration, and a common 
greeting for those visiting Jerusalem for this event, but in this case, this 
greeting took on deeper meaning than the people knew.8 

Only Mark’s Gospel recorded the refrain in verse 10. The people’s call of 
“Hosanna in the highest heaven” (v. 10) was a cry for the Lord to deliver 
His people. The deliverance most expected in that day was from the 
oppression of Rome, but God had eternal deliverance in mind, and Jesus 
was days away from securing this deliverance. 
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How is God’s offer of salvation better than any earthly 
redemption we might desire?

The passage ends somewhat anti-climatically, with Jesus going into the 
temple and looking around, perhaps envisioning the work and ministry 
He would do there in the coming days. Afterward, “since it was already 
late” (v. 11), he headed to Bethany where He was likely lodging (Bethany 
was home to His friends Mary, Martha, and Lazarus) with the twelve 
disciples.  

Conclusion
Mark’s Gospel devotes significant attention to Holy Week, and all four 
Gospels record Jesus’s triumphal entry, the first event in this week leading 
up to Jesus’s sacrifice on the cross. As Jesus approached Jerusalem to 
celebrate the Passover, He sent two disciples with exact instructions to 
fetch a specific colt for him.

This animal, the same kind that David once ordered Solomon to ride on 
to secure his throne, would now become a vehicle for the King of kings. 
It had never been ridden, so it was ready for this sacred purpose. The colt 
fulfilled Messianic prophecy from Zechariah that the Messiah arriving on 
such an animal. 

Once the disciples placed their cloaks on the colt, Jesus mounted it 
and entered Jerusalem as Israel’s Messiah. As Jesus entered the city, the 
gathered crowds spread their garments and leafy branches before Him 
(an honor customarily reserved for royalty). In the very city He would 
soon be unjustly condemned, Jesus entered with deliberate humility and 
unmistakable authority.

As Jesus entered Jerusalem, the people quoted from Psalm 118, a psalm 
traditionally sung during Passover celebration. They cried “Hosanna,” 
literally: Save us. Jesus would do just that in the coming days, just not in 
the way they expected. The scene concluded quietly, with Jesus briefly 
entering the temple and then returning to Bethany with His disciples.

How would the events of this passage serve to support the 
truth of the gospel claims, even if the people couldn’t see it 
in real time?

What can we learn from this passage about trusting 
the Lord’s instruction, even when the situation feels 
uncomfortable?

Who can you share this account with to tell them about the 
saving work of Jesus?
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Prayer of Response
Thank God for sending Jesus to die on the cross for us. As we 
celebrate Easter, ask Him to meet you in your study and give further 
insight into His sacrifice for us. Ask Him to reveal how He wants to 
work in your heart this week as you reflect on His journey toward the 
cross and the salvation He came to accomplish.

Additional Resources
•	 Exalting Jesus in Mark by Daniel Akin
•	 Mark by R. C. Sproul
•	 Mark for You by Jason Meyer

Memory Verse
Blessed is the coming kingdom 
of our father David! 
Hosanna in the highest heaven! —Mark 11:10



Disciples Multiplying Disciples
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Purpose
Mark’s Gospel is a narrative about Jesus. Mark identifies his theme in the first verse: “the gospel 
of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.” That Jesus is the divine Son of God is the major emphasis of his 
Gospel. God announced it at Jesus’s baptism in 1:11. Demons and unclean spirits recognized and 
acknowledged it in 3:11 and 5:7. God reaffirmed it at the transfiguration in 9:7. Jesus taught it 
parabolically in 12:1–12, hinted at it in 13:32, and confessed it directly in 14:61–62. Finally, the 
Roman centurion confessed it openly and without qualification in 15:39. Thus Mark’s purpose 
was to summon people to repent and respond in faith to the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God (1:1, 15).

Author
The Gospel of Mark is anonymous. Eusebius, the early church historian, writing in AD 326, 
preserved the words of Papias, an early church father. Papias quoted “the elder,” probably John, as 
saying that Mark recorded Peter’s preaching about the things Jesus said and did, but not in order. 
Thus Mark was considered the author of this Gospel even in the first century.

Setting
According to the early church fathers, Mark wrote his Gospel in Rome just before or just after 
Peter’s martyrdom. Further confirmation of the Roman origin of Mark’s Gospel is found in 
Mark 15:21 where Mark noted that Simon, a Cyrenian who carried Jesus’s cross, was the father of 
Alexander and Rufus, men apparently known to the believers in Rome.

Because Mark wrote primarily for Roman Gentiles, he explained Jewish customs, translated 
Aramaic words and phrases into Greek, used Latin terms rather than their Greek equivalents, and 
rarely quoted from the OT. Most Bible scholars are convinced that Mark was the earliest Gospel 
and served as one of the sources for Matthew and Luke.

Special Features
Mark’s Gospel emphasizes actions and deeds. Jesus is on the go—healing, casting out demons, 
performing miracles, hurrying from place to place, and teaching. In Mark everything happens 
“immediately.” As soon as one episode ends, another begins. The rapid pace slows down when 
Jesus enters Jerusalem (11:1). Thereafter, events are marked by days, and his final day by hours.

Historical Context of Mark
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11:1–11 Mark 11–16 covers “Holy Week.” The material Mark devotes to these last seven days of 
Jesus’s life comprises one-third of Mark’s entire Gospel. Thus Jesus’s final days in Jerusalem are 
crucial to a proper understanding of Jesus and his mission. Jesus’s royal procession into Jerusalem 
took place on what is now called “Palm Sunday.” His entry into Jerusalem is recorded in all four 
Gospels.

11:1 This is Jesus’s first recorded visit to Jerusalem in Mark. (Lk 2:41–52 records Jesus’s visit as a boy 
and John’s Gospel indicates several visits.) Bethphage (lit “house of unripe figs”) was located on the 
slope of the Mount of Olives, a large hill east of Jerusalem. Bethany was two miles east of Jerusalem.

11:2 The village ahead of you was probably Bethphage.

11:3 Commentator R.T. France supposes that these words were a “prearranged password.”

11:4 Outside in the street indicates the colt was in plain sight.

11:5 Someone did ask as Jesus predicted in v. 3.

11:6 This verse may indicate that Jesus arranged in advance to borrow the colt.

11:7 The two unnamed disciples threw their clothes on the donkey to create a makeshift saddle. 
Even though Mark did not quote Zch 9:9 in this account (as did Mt 21:5; Jn 12:15), the messianic 
symbolism of Jesus’s action is clear.

11:8 Clothes and leafy branches were traditionally draped across the road to receive a king (cp. 2Kg 
9:13).

11:9 The two groups (those who went ahead … those who followed) may refer to fellow pilgrims 
traveling with Jesus (10:46) and those who came out of Jerusalem to meet them (Jn 12:9; cp. Mt 
21:10–11). The crowd’s shouts were recitations from Ps 118:25–26, the last of the Hallel psalms sung 
at Passover. Hosanna is Hebrew for “save us.”

11:10 Only Mark recorded this shout from the crowd. The words echo Bartimaeus’s cry (10:47–48).

11:11 Herod’s temple was being reconstructed, a project that had been going on for more than forty-
five years (13:1; Jn 2:20). Bethany, two miles east of Jerusalem, was where Jesus apparently lodged 
during Passover.9

Extended Commentary
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