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Solomon’s message 
across the board is clear: 
working hard, something 
we are created for, 
enables us to care for 
ourselves and our family. 
When we give into the 
temptation to not work 
hard, we squander the 
gifts God has given and 
fall into sin.

The creation account also says of humankind that we are created in God’s 
image (Genesis 1:26-27). One implication of this is we are endowed with 
the capacity to mirror the characteristics of God. This encompasses a 
wealth of wonderful things, and one of them is the capacity to work. 

What are some ways we might image God in our daily work?

And let’s note here that “work” might not mean earning a paycheck in 
a 9-to-5. For you, maybe it looks like staying home and caring for and 
managing your family and household. Or maybe you’re retired and your 
“work” is now serving in a volunteer capacity at church or stepping in to 
help care for ailing parents or grandchildren. This is work that the Lord 
sees and values. We can glorify Him and flourish in these paths and 
seasons of life, too. 

2. Plenty (Proverbs 12:11)

What does this verse teach us about work?

How do you think this applies to us in 2026?

Have you ever wondered why there is so much farming imagery in the 
Bible?

Agriculture is central to the biblical narrative because it was familiar. As 
any good teacher knows, connecting to a concept your audience knows 
well helps them learn, and for this mostly rural, agrarian culture, what they 
knew was the importance of working the land.2 

This concept was so important to Solomon that he wrote of it multiple 
times (Proverbs 10:4-5; 14:23; 28:19) throughout the book of Proverbs. 
Solomon’s message across the board is clear: working hard, something we 
are created for, enables us to care for ourselves and our family. When we 
give into the temptation to not work hard, we squander the gifts God has 
given and fall into sin.

There are many biblical examples of those who worked hard and honored 
God. Take Ruth, for example, a few generations before Solomon’s time 
(Ruth was Solomon’s great-great grandmother). For Ruth and Naomi, 
two widows with no family provision or protection, working the field was 
quite literally a matter of life and death. They relied on the Old Testament 
gleaning laws (which God put in place to care for the marginalized of 
society, like these women) to eat. The importance of hard work is reiterated 
in the New Testament, too, in places like 2 Thessalonians 3:10-12:
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In fact, when we were with you, this is what we commanded you: “If 
anyone isn’t willing to work, he should not eat.” For we hear that there are 
some among you who are idle. They are not busy but busybodies. Now we 
command and exhort such people by the Lord Jesus Christ to work quietly 
and provide for themselves. 

What are some other examples you know of biblical wisdom or 
examples that encourage hard work?

We are meant to work, not chase fantasies and coast on the goodwill of 
others. We are meant to put forth effort to provide for ourselves and our 
families as we are able, and in times when that is genuinely not available 
to us, as some have experienced, Christian charity in community is meant 
to fill in the gaps (Think of all the ways we see the early church meeting 
tangible corporate needs in the New Testament!).

Working hard helps us flourish. As we called out earlier, if you stay at 
home caring for your family or caring for your household, you may not be 
earning a paycheck, but this is work. You are providing in a different, yet 
equally important, way that God uses for the benefit of your whole family.

3. Surrender (Proverbs 16:3)
What do you think it means for our plans to “be established”?

How do we commit our activities to the Lord when it comes to 
our work?

Have you ever made careful plans and then watched the situation unfold 
in a way that was not at all what you’d planned or hoped? This often 
happens in the working world and is a common human experience. It’s 
easy to run ahead of God, making a move before consulting Him, or 
making a decision purely from our own hearts. 

Sometimes that works, sometimes it doesn’t, but this proverb teaches a 
different way. The NIV Application Commentary paraphrases this verse 
helpfully as:

Plan, pray, then act.3

It is smart to plan, but it is necessary to consult the Lord and then walk 
faithfully in whatever direction He has shown you. Sometimes that means 
saying no to a lucrative job offer. Sometimes that means walking through 
a situation that feels like failure, not working out like you wanted or 
hoped, because God has a better plan at work.
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What does it look like to submit your plans to the Lord daily?

When we trust the Lord with our decisions, including the decisions in 
our vocation, our plans are “established” (v. 3), or secure, not subject to 
destruction.4  We can walk out in faith knowing that God has a plan for 
our lives and that plan is good (Romans 8:28) and better than anything 
we could ever work up on our own. As we give over control, and truly 
trust in the Lord, we flourish with Him. 

Conclusion
We started our conversation about work in the beginning. If we want to 
flourish in our work, we must first recognize that God created us to work. 
When He made us in His image, He gave us the capacity to mirror His 
characteristics, including the ability to work hard. He gifted humans with 
meaningful work before the fall, so we know it isn’t simply a punishment. 
When we flip our attitude and see our work (whether that’s in a traditional 
vocation or not) as something we were created for, we begin to see work 
for the opportunity it is, not just the to care for our family (and possibly 
others), but an opportunity to glorify God.

Scripture repeats the importance of working hard and not taking 
advantage of others’ hospitality as a means of pursuing laziness. The result 
of hard work is we (and often others) are taken care of. Conversely, chasing 
worldly fantasies is foolish. 

Hard work is not only a vehicle through which God provides for us (who 
do you think gave you that talent, or that opportunity?), it also honors 
God. Like Dorothy Sayers argued, we shouldn’t draw a line between 
“religious” and “secular” work. No matter where you work, whether it 
comes attached to a paycheck or not, you have an opportunity to glorify 
God and further the Kingdom.

Another way we glorify God through our work is to trust Him with our 
plans and our path. Our primary motivator should be to live like and for 
Christ, and that should steer each of our decisions, including those having 
to do with our work. We can trust God to take care of us. To provide and 
guide us on a path that He’s planned for our good. And when we’re on 
this path? We are truly thriving. 
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Prayer of Response
Thank God for creating meaningful ways for us to work. Thank Him for 
providing for you, and for the skills and opportunities He has given you. Ask for 
His help as you seek to “plan, pray, then act” in the future. Ask Him to show you 
if there are any areas in your vocation where He is asking you to take a step of 
obedience, and to guide on what to do next. 

Additional Resources
•	 Genesis by R. Kent Hughes
•	 Exalting Jesus in Proverbs by Daniel Akin and Jonathan Akin
•	 Be Skillful by Warren Wiersbe

Memory Verse
The Lord God took the man and placed him in the garden of Eden to work it 
and watch over it. —Genesis 2:15

How does remembering that God Himself worked reshape 
your attitude toward daily tasks?

What opportunities to serve and honor God exist in your 
current work? What does it mean to practically commit our 
activities to the Lord? How do we do that?

How does living as hard workers who honor God give us 
opportunity to tell others about Him?
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Purpose
Genesis lays the groundwork for everything else we read and experience in Scripture. Through 
Genesis we understand where we came from, how we got in the fallen state we are in, and the 
beginnings of God’s gracious work on our behalf. Genesis unfolds God’s original purpose for 
humanity. Genesis provides the foundation from which we understand God’s covenant with Israel 
that was established with the giving of the law. For the Israelite community, the stories of the 
origins of humanity, sin, and the covenant relationship with God helped them understand why 
God gave them the law.

Author
Since pre-Christian times authorship of the Torah, the five books that include the book of 
Genesis, has been attributed to Moses, an enormously influential Israelite leader from the second 
millennium BC with an aristocratic Egyptian background. Even though Genesis is technically 
anonymous, both the Old and New Testaments unanimously recognize Moses as the Torah’s 
author (Jos 8:35; 23:6; 1Kg 2:3; 8:9; 2Kg 14:6; 23:25; 2Ch 23:18; 25:4; 30:16; 34:14; 35:12; Ezr 
3:2; 6:18; Neh 8:1; 9:14; Dn 9:11, 13; Mal 4:4; Mk 12:19, 26; Lk 2:22; 20:28; 24:44; Jn 1:17, 
45; 7:19; Ac 13:39; 15:21; 28:23; Rm 10:5; 1Co 9:9; Heb 10:28). At the same time, evidence in 
Genesis suggests that minor editorial changes dating to ancient times have been inserted into the 
text. Examples include the mention of “Dan” (14:14), a city that was not named until the days of 
the judges (Jdg 18:29), and the use of a phrase that assumed the existence of Israelite kings (Gn 
36:31).

Setting
The Torah (a Hebrew term for “law” or “instruction”) was seen as one unit until at least the second 
century BC. Sometime prior to the birth of Christ, the Torah was divided into five separate books, 
later referred to as the Pentateuch (literally, five vessels). Genesis, the first book of the Torah, 
provides both the universal history of humankind and the patriarchal history of the nation of Israel. 
The first section (chaps. 1–11) is a general history commonly called the “primeval history,” showing 
how all humanity descended from one couple and became sinners. The second section (chaps. 
12–50) is a more specific history commonly referred to as the “patriarchal history,” focusing on 
the covenant God made with Abraham and his descendants: Isaac, Jacob, and Jacob’s twelve sons. 
Genesis unfolds God’s plan to bless and redeem humanity through Abraham’s descendants. The 
book concludes with the events that led to the Israelites being in the land of Egypt.

Special Features
The book of Genesis is the great book of beginnings in the Bible. True to the meanings of its 
Hebrew and Greek names (Hb bere’shith, “In Beginning” [based on 1:1]; Gk Geneseos, “Of 
Birth” [based on 2:4]), Genesis permits us to view the beginning of a multitude of realities that 
shape our daily existence: the creation of the universe and the planet earth; the origins of plant 
and animal life; and the origins of human beings, marriage, families, nations, industry, artistic 
expression, religious ritual, prophecy, sin, law, crime, conflict, punishment, and death.

Historical Context of Genesis
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Genesis 2:15
The Hebrew word translated as placed literally means, “caused to rest”; this pre-sin state of rest 
anticipates the rest (“relief”; 5:29) that again would come to humanity because of righteous Noah, as 
well as the rest God again would give Israel following its episode of calf worship (Ex 32:1–21; 33:14). 
As a being created in God’s image, Adam, like God, was to be a worker. Without the taint of sin, 
work was an undiluted blessing. The verb translated here as “work” literally means “serve.” Adam’s 
second task in the garden was to watch over it. The verb is used elsewhere to refer to the action of 
God toward his people (Ps 121:3–4) or the work of a military guard (Sg 5:7).5

Proverbs 12:11
The opposite of productive works is the pursuit of fantasies or delusions, such as get-rich-quick 
schemes, gambling, or idly “waiting for my ship to come in.”6

Proverbs 16:3
“Established” is fixed and firm, secure, not subject to change or to destruction (4:26; 12:3; 24:3; 
25:5).7
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