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Memory Verse
I will put hostility between you and the woman, 
and between your offspring and her offspring. 
He will strike your head, 
and you will strike his heel. 

– Genesis 3:15, CSB

Session 1

The Three Circles
Genesis 2:15–3:24
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How do you respond when someone reacts harshly to the gospel due to their pain 
and disillusionment?

What do you feel are the biggest challenges for believers when they share their 
faith?

Session Summary

In this week’s session, the writer of Genesis recorded the events of creation. In doing so, he 
recorded not only God’s design, but also how Adam and Eve rejected God’s design due to 
their own sinfulness. As God levied the covenantal curses as a result of their sin, He also 
promised the hope of a coming Messiah. This same story would be rehearsed again and again 
throughout human history, pertaining to every living person. Understanding that essential 
outline of God’s redemptive narrative helps today’s believers share their faith in Christ through 
gospel conversations.

1. God’s Design (Genesis 2:15-25)

In the first two chapters of Genesis, the writer painted a poetic masterpiece describing the 
splendor of God’s creation. The language in those chapters exploded with the message of 
creative abundance, luscious surroundings, and worshipful existence. As Genesis 2 opened, 
the motif of rest emerged amidst the splendor of the garden of Eden, described with the 
images of precious gems. As the author turned his attention once again to the man in the 
creation narrative, man was depicted as being specifically placed in the garden by God to 
accomplish the role God ordained for him. Namely, the man was to “work it and watch 
over it.” From the beginning, the purpose of man was to work in God’s perfect creation.

Any purpose and responsibility involves boundaries. With Adam, God commanded 
that out of all creation, only one tree was off-limits to him. In fact, God’s prohibition 
was stated within the context of abundant freedom. Adam could eat of any tree, save 
one. The tree of the knowledge of good and evil offered fruit whose consumption meant 
death. Kenneth Mathews clarifies, “The preemptive warning is necessary because, unlike 
the other members of the created order, mankind alone has the potential for crossing 
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moral boundaries. Out of God’s goodness and mercy he informs the man that the 
consequence of disobedience is death; what is at stake is whether he will choose to 
trust God’s words.”1

What does the description of God’s design including safety, rest, and 
worship indicate about God’s character to you? 

Where in your experience do you come the closest to realizing those aspects 
of God’s design?

What does God’s design indicate about relationships and how they are a 
part of God’s purpose for humanity?

In one of the more familiar passages in Scripture, the author of Genesis described 
the creation of Eve with the divine declaration that, “It is not good for the man to 
be alone. I will make a helper corresponding to him.” As God’s perfect creation 
continued, the Great Physician performed a holy surgery. Adam was put under, 
in a “deep sleep,” at which point God removed a rib and closed the man back 
up. The woman was presented to the man in a scene that provided the structure 
for modern wedding ceremonies. At their holy union, the solitary aspect of 
humanity was no more. Instead, the man and wife were alone together, naked 
and without shame. There was nothing to challenge their complete transparency 
and intimacy—physically, emotionally, relationally, and spiritually. This was 
God’s great design.

2. Sin Leads to Brokenness (Genesis 3:1-24)

Following on the heels of the glorious close of the creation narrative, the tone of 
the story changed drastically. Falling from immeasurable heights of intimacy and 
worship, Genesis 3 opened not with Adam, Eve, or even God Himself—but with 
a spotlight on a serpent. The catastrophic conversation that followed saw sin enter 
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the world, bringing about the covenantal curses of God. As the serpent crept 
toward Eve, his sinister words subtly planted seeds of doubt as to the reliability of 
God’s truth: “Did God really say, ‘You can’t eat from any tree in the garden’?”

Once the woman was in conversation with the liar, his appeal changed to fleshly 
desire and pride. Accusing God of withholding blessing from Adam and Eve 
placed Eve in a posture of covetous desire. Her heart condition was revealed by 
the author in his description of Eve’s estimation of the forbidden fruit. It was 
delightful to behold. It tasted good. It was “desirable for obtaining wisdom.” The 
description makes clear that Eve’s desire, having been convinced by the serpent 
that God was withholding blessing, was to do God’s job in her life for Him. 
She would control her own blessing. She would meet her own needs. She would 
bring about her own pleasure. That is what sin does in a person’s life after all—it 
convinces the person that he or she would make a better god than God Almighty 
Himself. With sin having entered the world, brokenness was not far away.

When you read the description of the conversation between Eve and the 
serpent, what lies do you see? How are those lies similar to the lies that the 
enemy gets you to believe in your own life? 

How does Eve’s story help you be vigilant against the false allure of sin?

What was the extent of God’s curses after sin came into the world? Who 
was affected? How do you see those effects still occurring today?

On the other side of Adam and Eve’s rebellion, God came looking for them. In 
reality, He knew exactly where they were. His searching was an opportunity to 
confess and repent of what they had done; it was an opportunity they did not 
take advantage of. Instead, seeking to avoid punishment and blame, they accused 
others, pointed fingers, and even blamed God! Reading through the curses in 
Genesis 3:14-24, the reader realizes that all of creation was cursed. There was 
nothing in God’s perfect creation not tainted by the rebellion of Adam and Eve. 
But even in the midst of the divine curses, there was hope.
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3. �The Gospel Leads to Restored Pursuit of God’s Design  
(Genesis 3:15, 21)

The first to be cursed as a result of Adam and Eve’s rebellion was the serpent. Whatever 
the serpent looked like in the garden, it was not the common depiction of a slithery 
reptile slinking along the tree limb. That image was what the serpent was cursed to 
become. On his belly he would go, eating dust all of his days. Whatever charismatic, 
seductive creature was persuasive enough to tempt Eve was reduced to a hideous, evil 
form. Even in this first curse, however, God gave a glimpse of the gospel promise. 
Promising the ultimate destruction of the serpent, God revealed that that ultimate 
destruction would come through the woman’s offspring. Not only did God promise the 
end of the serpent, but He also revealed the manner in which it would occur. 

The offspring of the woman would crush the head of the serpent. The serpent would 
strike the heel of the woman’s offspring. Thus, God decreed that this incredible enmity 
between the serpent and humanity would rage violently on throughout the generations 
until that appointed offspring would rise up as the Victor over the enemy. The fact that 
the enmity would play out throughout generations was uniquely tied to the original 
job description God gave Adam and Eve in the perfection of creation. They were to 
be fruitful and multiply, that the earth might be filled with a people that God would 
call His own, and they were to tend God’s creation, living in the land He specifically 
created for them. God would still build a people, but the struggle against the enemy 
would plague God’s people as a result of sin, that is, until that particular offspring 
ultimately defeated the enemy with a mortal blow.

Woven into the curse of the serpent was the first prophetic promise of the coming 
Christ. The gospel was proclaimed, even in the wake of this very first sin. Throughout 
the generations, when God’s people sought to fight against sin in their own power 
and determination, no matter how well-intentioned, defeat was coming. But there was 
one descendant of Adam, the Second Adam, who would bring victory to God’s people 
eternally. As evidence of God’s grace, the curses for the woman and man both bore 
the wrath of God on their sin and the faithfulness of God in the continual honoring 
of the covenant. The woman would bring forth children in pain, but God would still 
continue to allow her to participate in His work in the world. The man would break 
his back in toilsome labor, but God still continued to allow him to participate in His 
work in the world. 
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As the curses were pronounced, God banished the man and woman from the 
garden. Before casting them out, however, God covered their shame with a 
representative, sacrificial act. He replaced the shabbily stitched together leaves 
covering their nakedness, once they realized they were naked, with more durable 
animal skins. Obviously, animals did not give those up willingly. To cover their 
shame, blood had to be shed; a sacrifice had to be made. Ultimately, this pointed 
to Christ, the final sacrifice.

How does it make you feel to realize that God promised the gospel of Jesus 
Christ even as early as Genesis 3:15? 

Read 1 Peter 1:19-21. When did Peter say Jesus’ atoning work was planned?

When the sacrifice was made and the outward sign of their sin was covered, 
what evidence was given of their continued relationship with the Lord?

Conclusion

Considering the Three Circles (God’s design, brokenness, the gospel) as an 
accessible, natural way to navigate conversations about knowing Christ, it is 
clear how similar the story of every single person is as it pertains to being in 
relationship with God. 

First, where God’s design included a perfect creation of order, harmony, and 
worship of its Creator in which His people find purpose and meaning in 
faithfulness to His will, humanity continuously seeks to replace God. Granted, 
most would likely not be able to verbalize that they are seeking to replace God. 
However, when humanity seeks to assert its own will, serve as its own authority, 
and worship its own glory, that is exactly what is taking place. What does it look 
like for humanity to do these things? It looks like relentlessly and ambitiously 
pursuing one’s own pleasure with little regard for anyone else. It looks like a 
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world in which others are viewed as rivals to be conquered or tools to be used to 
gain personal achievement. It looks like the world portrayed on talk shows, media 
coverage, political debates, and the periodicals that litter the check-out lines at 
the local stores.

Second, the evidence of sin’s ravenous plague is the myriad of ways in which 
people seek to fill their longing for God. The pursuit of more money, bigger 
houses, fancier vacations, more perfect photos, greater influence, and so on, 
ultimately lead to brokenness when, once those things are attained, there is 
no lasting satisfaction. Life does not feel the way one imagined it would when 
achieving those pursuits. That place of brokenness opens one up to the realization 
of his or her need for the gospel.

Third, in the midst of brokenness, when the schemes of man have amounted 
to little besides continued want, pain, apathy, addiction or the like, the gospel 
provides the recovery and restoration that only Jesus Christ can. Forgiveness 
is gained by those who repent and believe. Freedom is ushered in by the Holy 
Spirit, making it possible for the believer in Christ to pursue God’s design once 
again. Now, however, the pursuit of God’s design is not from personal strength or 
determination, but by the power of God in a believer that has been made a new 
creation with a new identity, as an adopted child of the living God.

Where do you see your own life in the Three Circles? Who initiated gospel 
conversations with you?

How confident are you in your ability to communicate the gospel and your 
own testimony? 

What are some of things that you see people trying to use to generate their 
own fulfillment and glory? What are some evidences that it isn’t working?
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Memorize 

I will put hostility between you and the woman, 
and between your offspring and her offspring. 
He will strike your head, 
and you will strike his heel.  
- Genesis 3:15, CSB
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