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Memory Verse

The one who pursues righteousness and faithful love 
will find life, righteousness, and honor.
- Proverbs 21:21, CSB
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until that first paycheck from the new job came through; surprise checks covering the 
seminary tuition payment you weren’t sure how you would afford and also feed your 
family of five.

Mark’s story is one of many of the big ways God can work within our finances, but we 
shouldn’t read it as “give more to get more.” The lesson isn’t even necessarily “you should 
be giving more to missions!” The lesson is we should be obedient and walk in faith even 
when we don’t understand why God is telling us to do something (and yes, this applies to 
the management of our finances). When we do, God shows up and provides. Not always 
in the ways we hope and expect but always in a way that is for our ultimate good.

Today we’re continuing our study of Proverbs in Proverbs 21. It contains many nuggets of 
wisdom, and we’ll be looking particularly about what we can learn about how to be good 
stewards of the financial gifts God has blessed us with. 

How often do you connect your finances with God’s will in your life?

Why does God care about how we manage our wealth?

Session Summary
God is sovereign and in charge, causing all things to work together for our good, but we 
make life harder when we don’t trust Him with our finances. Money itself isn’t bad, but 
the love of money is (1 Timothy 6:9-10). When we love our money more than we love 
Christ and other people, we have a problem.

Proverbs 21 reminds us to invite God in when we are financially planning and walk in 
obedience as He directs us. Being wise in this space requires planning and preparation and 
actively tuning into the Lord’s guidance. This is the key to financial flourishing: trusting 
the Lord and following His direction and will with faithful obedience.
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1. The Plans of the Diligent (Proverbs 21:1-10)

How do these verses describe the Lord? What about the wicked?

What wisdom can we gain about finances from this passage?

Proverbs 21 tells us about the Lord and His character. He gets to decide what is 
good, and God is, ultimately, sovereign and on His throne, regardless of earthly 
leaders (see also Daniel 2:21). God is sovereign. God knows everything. Even when 
our plans or ideas seem right to us, we should invite the Lord into our decision-
making process (and then be obedient with what we learn). At the time Solomon 
wrote this, the temple sacrificial system was alive and well, but God has always 
valued doing what is right and just over simple legalism. 

The wise submit to the Lord’s good plans, seeking to live righteously. Conversely, the 
wicked are foolishly guided by selfish desire to sin. We can apply this wisdom to the 
management of our finances (we should submit to the Lord’s plan and will for our 
finances just as we should in all areas of our lives), but Solomon directly tackled the 
topic of wealth next, praising the wisdom of the diligent who plan. 

Why is it important to involve God in our planning?

We make a mistake when we read Proverbs 16:9 (“In their hearts humans plan 
their course, but the LORD establishes their steps.” NIV) as a call not to plan. We 
understand better when we realize this verse is not a prohibition of planning, but a 
call not to plan alone. A recognition that, God is in control, and we are wise when we 
plan with Him, embracing His will for our lives. That means involving Him in our 
financial planning, praying for guidance in how we steward the wealth He has blessed 
us with. Society’s idea of what it means to “flourish” can be vastly different from the 
Lord’s, and we can always trust that God’s vision for our finances is much better.
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Solomon went on to warn of reckless and selfish behavior. We shouldn’t amass a fortune 
by lying. Wickedness never pays off, and neither does nagging. A wicked person selfishly 
“has no consideration for his neighbor” (v. 10).  This is contrary to God’s desire for our 
lives! This idea is present in the Old Testament too (in fact, this is the heart behind so 
much of God’s law), but Jesus reiterated this idea in Matthew 7:12 and 22:39.

There are many ways we live out these commandments from Jesus, but one of the 
ways we are called to do this is through our finances. Money isn’t inherently bad. 
It is a tool that we can use for good or bad purposes. Recall the stories mentioned 
above of God’s modern provision for His people. In each of those stories, someone 
said yes when God called them to be generous and care for another.    

2. The Wise Store Up (Proverbs 21:11-20)

What wisdom can we glean from this passage for managing our finances?

What do you think it means for us to “store up” (v. 20, NIV) today?

Solomon taught against ignoring the needs of the poor among us (v. 13). This goes 
back to loving our neighbors. When we love our neighbors, we help take care of them. 
Scripture continuously teaches us to be generous, and this is one avenue in which we 
can do that. When there is a tangible need that is in our capacity to meet, we should 
do so. This could be financial but doesn’t have to be. We saw Jesus do this throughout 
His ministry by healing the masses (Matthew 4:23). We can emulate what Christ 
modeled here by meeting the needs of our neighbors when God calls us to.
 
Solomon went on to call us to use common sense. It is not prudent to be wasteful with 
our wealth, pouring it into indulgences, entertainment, and excess. Solomon wrote 
about “wine and oil” (v. 17), but we can fill in those blanks with many different things 
today: shopping for things we don’t need; dining out when it strains our budget; 
attempting to keep up with the “Joneses” when we can’t afford to. These roads can 
lead to debt and poverty.
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Why does our stewardship matter to God?

This is the second time in this proverb when Solomon issued a warning about a “nagging 
and hot-tempered wife” (v.19). Nagging simply doesn’t bring results. It only opens 
the door for resentment. When any spouse is in a situation where we desire different 
behavior, prayer and loving conversation is the best path forward. This, too, is something 
we can trust the Lord with. 

Solomon also wrote on the wisdom of storing up goods and not consuming them 
blindly. He mentions storing up “treasure and oil” (v.20). In 2026, we might “store up” 
an emergency fund, and not “consume” our paycheck by buying things we don’t need. 
This is one way we steward well and plan with the Lord’s guidance.

3. The Slacker’s Craving (Proverbs 21:21-31)

What wise principles do we learn here that we can apply to our financial 
decisions?

How do we pursue righteousness with our financial choices?

 

Verse 21 includes a promise:
The one who pursues righteousness and faithful love 
will find life, righteousness, and honor.
- Proverbs 21:21 

When we pursue right living, as defined by the Lord, and faithfully love God and our 
neighbor, we find life and many good things that God, in His love, has in mind for us. 
Pursuing righteousness doesn’t mean we miss out on the “enjoyable” things life has to 
offer, it shows that we understand that God’s plan for our life is better than what our 
culture is currently calling “good.” And that absolutely applies to our finances!
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We were created to work (Genesis 2:15). As we have talked about previously in this 
series, God calls us to work hard and is honored when we do. A byproduct of that 
hard work is often financial blessing that we can in turn use to bless others (v. 26b).

In verse 27, Solomon reiterated his point from verse 3. God cares chiefly about the 
heart, and not about any sort of legalistic obligations we feel we need to complete. 
Living wickedly, as described in these verses, is in direct contrast with God’s good 
plan for our lives—it doesn’t pay off. True life, joy, and fulfillment come only when 
walking with the Lord in righteousness. 

Why do we need God’s wisdom in every area of life—including our 
finances?

Verses 30 and 31 form a full thought: No human “wisdom” or plan will stand 
against God. Even when we have the best technology or tools at our disposal, success 
comes only from the Lord. This is true in our finances, too. Every financial gift we 
enjoy comes from Him, not from our own talents or cunning (for even these things 
come from Him). 

Conclusion

God invites us to faithfulness with our finances. God is sovereign and working in all 
things for our ultimate good (Romans 8:28), and we can trust Him to direct us well in 
our decisions. This is what it takes to truly flourish in our finances, inviting Him in as 
we make decisions, and then faithfully obeying when He gives us direction. This also 
might involve us giving up our personal idea of what “flourishing” in our finances really 
means and instead accepting God’s definition. The details of this are going to look 
different for all of us, but in all instances, it requires faithful obedience on our part.

Our study of Proverbs 21 reminds us that planning is a wise choice; we just must 
remember to invite God into the planning with us and obediently follow on the right 
path where God leads us. One way God might call us to use our wealth is to take care 
of our neighbors, meeting the needs that exist around us. There are so many shapes this 
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could take, and all honor the commandment Christ gave us to love our neighbors. In fact, 
this mirrors Christ’s own ministry. He saw needs and then met them.

This proverb also urges us to be prudent, not spending frivolously, despite our society’s 
relentless focus on living this way. We are called to wisely saving where we need to, so we 
can provide for future needs. Solomon called the person who does not do this a fool. We 
do this in partnership with the Lord, through prayers for guidance and application of 
biblical principles. 

We are also warned against laziness. God created us to work, and a byproduct of working 
hard is often financial blessing that not only blesses us but can, in turn, be used to bless 
others. Part of living righteously, as Proverbs 21 recommends, is by trusting God with our 
wealth, seeking His guidance, and then following in obedience in our financial decisions. 

What would it look like to invite God into your financial planning? Is this 
something you do already? 

What needs do you know of that exist in our church or community that 
we might help meet? What are some ways we could better take care of our 
neighbors using our financial blessings?

What can we learn about God and His character from today’s study?

Memorize 
The one who pursues righteousness and faithful love 
will find life, righteousness, and honor.
- Proverbs 21:21, CSB
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