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Memory Verse

Then I saw the Lamb open one of the seven seals, and I heard one of the      
four living creatures say with a voice like thunder, “Come!”

– Revelation 6:1, CSB

Session 5

Jesus and the War 
for Our Worship 

Revelation 6:1-17



2 Date of My Bible Study:  ______________________________

Session 1

Jesus and the War for Our Worship
THEOLOGICAL THEME: God is sovereign.

CALL TO ACTION: Recall that Christ remains with His people, even 
in the midst of hardship and suffering.

In our reading in Revelation last week, John was in the heavenly throne room and saw 
a scroll (Revelation 5:1). The scroll had writing on both sides (signifying that it was full, 
complete, and final). It featured seven seals (the biblical number of perfection, fullness, 
and completion). Scholars generally interpret the scroll to represent God’s plan for 
creation, and Jesus Christ is the only one worthy to open the seals on the scroll. This 
week, we’ll see what happens when the Lamb (Jesus) opened the seals on the scroll.

What takeaways have you had from our study of Revelation so far?

When you hear “the four horsemen” (we will read about them today), what 
comes to mind? What are some cultural ideas around this group?

Session Summary

In our passage today, Jesus began to open the seals on the scroll John saw in 
the heavenly throne room. The first four seals ushered in the four horsemen, 
representing hardship and suffering in the human experience, the fifth, religious 
persecution, and the sixth, the end of the world as we know it. Despite all the 
suffering that characterizes human life, we’re reminded that we have hope. God is 
sovereign. And Christ has already won.
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1. The Four Horsemen (Revelation 6:1-8)

How would you describe the four horsemen in these verses in your own words?

What type of events does each rider bring about?

The four horsemen have taken on a persona of their own in pop culture. In Scripture, they 
appear as agents of judgement. Zechariah also saw a vision of horsemen, though the colors of 
the horses differ (Zechariah 1:7-11). Interpretations about the four horsemen vary and we will 
discuss one possibly interpretation.

The four horsemen may represent the main agents of suffering and pain that exist in our fallen 
world.1 Jesus warned His followers of these categories of suffering at the Mount of Olives in 
Matthew 24. 

The First Seal: The White Rider2

The first horseman rode a white horse, held a bow, was given a crown, and went out to 
conquer. This image is similar to the image of the conquering Jesus in Revelation 19, but is 
only imitating Jesus. And this white rider does, indeed, conquer, but maybe not like we’re 
picturing. He conquers through deception and lies.

Some interpreters understand this rider to be the antichrist, but, more generally, he represents 
the false gospels our world peddles. These often include the idea that we can save ourselves 
(you only have to look inside and find the “real” you . . . “You do you!” . . . “You control your 
own destiny.”). The white rider has even conquered in the church, thanks to false teaching. 
The New Testament warns us against this!

Jesus replied to them, “Watch out that no one deceives you. For many will come in my name, 
saying, ‘I am the Messiah,’ and they will deceive many.” —Matthew 24:4-5
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There were indeed false prophets among the people, just as there will be false teachers 
among you. They will bring in destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought 
them, and will bring swift destruction on themselves. Many will follow their depraved 
ways, and the way of truth will be maligned because of them. They will exploit you in 
their greed with made-up stories. Their condemnation, pronounced long ago, is not idle, 
and their destruction does not sleep. —2 Peter 2:1-3

The Second Seal: The Red Rider
The second horseman rode a fiery red horse, and “was allowed to take peace from the 
earth, so that people would slaughter one another” (v. 4). This rider brought about war, 
but more than that, even in the absence of war, he promoted anger in the absence of 
peace. 

We live in an angry world. By cultural standards, taking your anger out on others is 
acceptable (sometimes even encouraged!). We snap. We rage. And, many times, society 
cheers us on. And the red rider keeps on riding. But Scripture guides us in another way.3

You are going to hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that you are not alarmed, because 
these things must take place, but the end is not yet. —Matthew 24:6

My dear brothers and sisters, understand this: Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to 
speak, and slow to anger, for human anger does not accomplish God’s righteousness. —
James 1:19-20

The Third Seal: The Black Rider4

The third horseman rode a black horse, held a pair of scales, and rode out with a 
warning of famine. The conditions described here are dire, bare portions with inflated 
prices. A quart of barley was enough for a person to physically survive but not thrive. 
While food needed for survival is overpriced and meager, the luxuries are untouched. 
Famine is a reality in our world, but the effect of the black rider goes deeper than that.

The black rider leaves us without the things we need, but with the luxuries we want in 
abundance. Can you see this play out in our society? Think of someone who has more 
than they know what to do with but poverty in their soul. We’re reminded of the letter 
to Laodicea (Revelation 3:14-22). They thought they needed nothing, but they had a 
deep need for the Lord. Jesus also warned of this reality during His earthly ministry:
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“For nation will rise up against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be 
famines and earthquakes in various places. All these events are the beginning of labor 
pains.” —Matthew 24:7-8

The Fourth Seal: The Green Rider5

The fourth horseman rode a “pale green horse,” went by the name of “Death,” and was 
followed by Hades (v. 8), and the pair was given authority to kill a fourth of the earth. 
This rider’s horse isn’t the color of the green pastures that the Good Shepherd leads us 
beside (Psalm 23:2), but the color of the sickness and death he ushered in.

Even in the privileged west, so many of us are touched by the devastation of disease and 
are intimately acquainted with the despair this co-rider brings: death. 

I have told you these things so that in me you may have peace. You will have suffering in 
this world. Be courageous! I have conquered the world.” —John 16:33

Which of these realities feels more prominent to you in the world today? 
Why?

2. The Fifth Seal (Revelation 6:9-11)

What group of people does this passage identify and what is their 
significance?

What are the implications of this picture for God’s people?

The four horsemen were riding but the list of things humans must endure is not over. In 
the description of the opening of the fifth seal, we hear from the martyrs. Jesus warned 
of religious persecution:
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“But you, be on your guard! They will hand you over to local courts, and you will be flogged 
in the synagogues. You will stand before governors and kings because of me, as a witness to 
them. And it is necessary that the gospel be preached to all nations.” —Mark 13:9-10

John described this group as “those who had been slaughtered because of the word of God 
and the testimony they had given” (v. 9). This is a very similar to the description given as the 
reason John was imprisoned on Patmos (because of the word of God and the testimony of 
Jesus [Revelation 1:9]). These believers had been persecuted and killed for their faith. 

They knew God is just and will right the wrongs done to them. A white robe was clothing 
for a conqueror. By their faithfulness in Christ, these martyrs received a heavenly reward.6 
They were told to “rest a little while longer” (v. 11). More would be added to their numbers. 
More martyrs are being added to their number today, even in 2026.  

According to an Open Doors International 2025 report:7 

•	 4,849 Christians were killed for their faith
•	 388 million Christians around the world suffer significant levels of discrimination 

and persecution for their faith
•	 224,129 Christians were forced to leave their homes, and leave the country or go 

into hiding
•	 3,632 incidents of attacks on churches and Christian properties were recorded

Religious persecution for believers is still alive and well in our world today, and many of our 
brothers and sisters are being added to the heavenly number we read about in Revelation 6.

What stands out to you about these numbers? How are they sobering? How do 
they motivate us toward prayer?

3. The Sixth Seal (Revelation 6:12-17)

What kind of events does this passage describe? What might these represent 
broadly?
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What question is asked in this passage? Who asks it and what is the 
answer?

The sixth seal brings natural calamity. An earthquake. The sun turned black. The 
moon became like blood. The stars fell. The fig tree dropped its (unripe) fruit because it 
was shaken by high winds. The sky split apart. Every mountain and island was moved. 

The scene this depicts is extreme and dire. This is the end of the world as we know it.   
It is reminiscent of the scene in Joel 2:28-32.

John named the top to bottom of the social order in this group. Kings and rulers and 
governments cannot save themselves, much less the rest of us. The wealthy and those 
with great influence are in the same boat as the poor and destitute. All are hiding in 
the caves and mountains, hoping the rocks will fall on them so they are spared from 
judgment. They ask: “And who is able to stand?” (v.17)

This question is answered in chapter 7: believers. All in Christ, “a vast multitude from 
every nation, tribe, people, and language” (7:9), will stand, protected by God’s seal. 

How can you be certain that you are among those who are able to stand    
as one found in Christ?

Conclusion

The four horsemen aren’t saved for later judgement. The destruction they spread is here. 
We’re already experiencing it. All in this group have been touched by one of the realities 
they embody. Religious persecution is alive and well, too. And one day, the world as we 
know it will end. But there is hope. 

As we read these passages that can bring fear, it is important to remember God is 
sovereign over all things, including history and events we can’t explain or wrap our 
minds around. Christ has already won. Even as we suffer through the worst parts of   
the human experience, we are not alone (Matthew 28:20).
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What does today’s passage teach us about God and His character?

How can we encourage one another in faithfulness and godly living when 
facing suffering, especially suffering for the Lord?

How does this passage motivate us toward urgency in gospel conversations 
with others?

Memorize 

Then I saw the Lamb open one of the seven seals, and I heard one of the four living 
creatures say with a voice like thunder, “Come!” 
- Revelation 6:1, CSB
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