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Lesson Summary 

Main Passages
Revelation 15–16

Session Outline
1. Preparation (Revelation 15:1-8)
2. The Bowl Judgments, 1-3 (Revelation 16:1-7)
3. The Bowl Judgments, 4-7 (Revelation 16:8-21)

Theological Theme
The wages of sin is death (Romans 6:23).

Call to Action
God does not turn a blind eye to sin. What sin do you need to repent of and                 
bring to Christ today?

Jesus and Judgment Day
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Introduction
Think back to the exodus event in the Old Testament.

Remember what God said at the burning bush? Exodus 3:7-8 says:

Then the LORD said, “I have observed the misery of my people in Egypt, 
and have heard them crying out because of their oppressors. I know 
about their sufferings, and I have come down to rescue them from the 
power of the Egyptians and to bring them from that land to a good and 
spacious land, a land flowing with milk and honey—the territory of the 
Canaanites, Hethites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebusites.”

Our God, whose throne is founded on justice and righteousness (Psalm 
89:14), saw what His people had suffered and intervened. He sent Moses 
and Aaron to lead the people out of slavery in the land of Egypt and into 
something better: the Promised Land. 

God sent mighty plagues on the Egyptians to reveal His character and 
power and show that He alone is the one true God (Exodus 7:5).

In the exodus, the people were delivered in a way that could only come 
about by God’s hand. They left Egypt and entered the wilderness, where 
God cared for them and taught them to be in relationship with Him 
through the law, before bringing them into the abundant land He had 
promised. 

Just like God made His character known and displayed His ultimate 
power and authority in the events of the exodus, He will do similarly in 
the judgments we will read about today. These passages contain many 
parallels to Old Testament events. 

What plagues do you remember from Exodus? 

Why do you think judgment is necessary? Why must God respond 
to sin?

Jesus and Judgment Day

Leader Guide
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Session Summary
Our passages today will cover the bowl judgments. In the pouring of these 
seven bowls, the unbelieving, unrepentant world will be judged. As we read 
what can be difficult passages, we can remember that God is good, just, and 
right, and that does not change in moments of His judgment. 

Judgment day is coming. Are we ready? Are we seeking to prepare others also?

1. Preparation (Revelation 15:1-8)

What is the tone of the song recorded here, and what is significant 
about that?

What is challenging or confusing about this scene? What additional 
questions do you have?

This passage describes the preparation for the bowl judgment we will read about 
next and opens with the third sign in the Apocalypse. The first two signs were 
in our reading last week (the woman in 12:1 and the dragon in 12:3). In this 
sign, God is going to make a statement, and when He is done, everyone will 
know that He is the Lord. 

Note the recurrence of seven in these verses. There are seven angels, seven 
plagues, and seven golden bowls. The bowls represent our third set of sevens 
(we have already studied the seven seals and seven trumpets). Remember, seven 
is a sign of perfection, fullness, and completion in Scripture, and our passage 
indicates the coming judgment will complete God’s wrath (15:1).

In Revelation 4, John described the heavenly throne room as having a “sea 
of glass” (v. 6), and the mention of fire may be a reference to the lake of fire 
in Revelation 19.1 The audience host here (“those who had won . . . ” 15:2) 
represents God’s people, saved by Jesus’s work on the cross, who have overcome 
through faithfulness to Christ. Their song recalls the song the Israelites, led by 
Moses and Miriam, sang after God delivered them from Egypt (Exodus 15). As 
the Israelites were safe on the other side of the Red Sea, these believers are safe, 
delivered from their sin and suffering, now in heaven.

From the heavenly temple emerge “the seven angels with the seven plagues” 
dressed like Old Testament priests (Revelation 15:6).2 They are given the bowls 
of wrath, and there is imagery like that of God’s glory filling the tabernacle in 
Exodus (40:34).

The bowl judgments not only call to mind the plagues in Egypt but also the 
trumpet judgments we read about in Revelation 8 and 9. Is this describing an 
event in the future? Are these events currently unfolding? Is it some mix of the 
two? As with many questions about the book of Revelation, commentators 
aren’t agreed on this point, and we can’t know for certain. 

Still, as we read through the devastating judgments of the bowls, let’s remember 
that God is good, just, and right in all things, and that includes His wrath 
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The Last Plagues
They are called the “last 
plagues” because they 
bring God’s wrath to 
completion. Since the 
seventh bowl of wrath 
(16:17, 21) fulfills exactly 
what appears about to 
take place in 11:19, the 
bowls-of-wrath sequence 
(15:1–19:5) spans from 
the end of the trumpets 
sequence all the way to the 
second coming of Christ 
(19:11–16).

(whenever and however it plays out). We are sinners, all deserving of judgment. 
Christians are only saved due to the atoning work of Christ on the cross. The 
suffering we will read about today, however, is destined for those who ultimately 
reject the offer of salvation. This is heartbreaking and hard, yet God is still 
good.

What challenges you about seeing God’s goodness in His judgment 
and wrath? Why is it important to wrestle with this question?

2. The Bowl Judgments, 1-3 (Revelation 16:1-7)

What do the responses of the angels in this passage indicate is the 
point of the bowls of wrath? 

What similarities do you see between these events and the plagues of 
Egypt? 

The bowl judgments begin with a loud voice coming from the temple (likely the 
voice of the Lord), instructing the judgment to begin (v. 1).3

Note those who are targeted here: “the people who had the mark of the beast 
and who worshiped its image” (v. 2). The mark of the beast may not be a literal 
mark but is possibly symbolic of how a person chooses to live. It is crucial 
to consider if we are marked by obedience to Christ or marked by sin and 
idolatry—a rejection of God, His gift of salvation, and right living. Those with 
the mark of the beast fall into the latter category.4  

The first bowl results in “severely painful sores” that remind us of the sixth 
plague from Exodus 9:8-11.

The second bowl results in the sea turning to blood, killing the sea life, 
reminding us of the first plague in Exodus 7:14-21.

Like the third trumpet (Revelation 8:10-11), the third bowl affects fresh water 
sources (16:4). The third bowl results in rivers and fresh springs of water (so, 
drinkable water) turning to blood. 

After the third bowl was poured, an angel proclaimed God’s character, echoing 
the song in Exodus 15. Our passage emphasizes that God is just for punishing 
the wicked (Psalm 89:14), and this proclamation is echoed by the altar 
(Revelation 16:7) holding the prayers of the saints (Revelation 8:3).5 

At the end of the age, God will be just in pouring out wrath on all 
who reject Him. How should this give us urgency for sharing the 
gospel with others now? How much do you feel that urgency?
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3. The Bowl Judgments, 4-7 (Revelation 16:8-21)

How did the people respond to the bowls of wrath in this passage?

What similarities do you see between these events and the plagues of 
Egypt? 

The fourth bowl was poured on the sun and resulted in the people being 
scorched with fire and by intense heat (vv. 8-9). 

Note the heartbreaking response. The people didn’t cry out for mercy, repent, 
or view God rightly and give Him glory. They continued to reject God. They 
blasphemed. The NIV renders this verse as “they cursed the name of God” 
(v. 9). God reveals His ultimate power, but still, like the beast before them 
(Revelation 13:5), they refused to repent.

The fifth bowl was poured out directly over “the throne of the beast” 
(Revelation 16:10). The worldwide authority that was issued in Revelation 13:7 
is about to come to an end.6

The pouring of the fifth bowl resulted in a painful darkness, recalling the ninth 
plague from Exodus 10:21-23.

Scholars speculate that the gnawing of the tongues in the fifth bowl might be 
because the darkness causes extreme cold, might be from the sores in the first 
bowl, might be related to the burns from the fourth bowl, or some combination 
of these factors.7

The sixth bowl resulted in the drying up of the Euphrates. This river is also 
mentioned in Revelation 9:14 as the launching point of the vast demonic army 
of horsemen. Another army is assembling in this passage. A demonic trinity of 
evil spirits emerges from the mouths of the dragon, beast, and false prophet and 
entices the rulers of the world to wage war against God on judgment day. 

And I saw three evil spirits that looked like frogs leap from the mouths of 
the dragon, the beast, and the false prophet. They are demonic spirits who 
work miracles and go out to all the rulers of the world to gather them for 
battle against the Lord on that great judgment day of God the Almighty. —
Revelation 16:13-14 (NLT) 

For this mighty river to dry up would be extreme, and proof of divine 
judgment. This idea of drying up bodies of water was mentioned by the 
prophets as a sign of judgment (Isaiah 50:2; Hosea 13:15; Nahum 1:4).8 
Here, this drying up paves a clear path for the assembled armies to come. The 
Euphrates marked the eastern boundary of the promised land. Babylon and 
Assyria both crossed the Euphrates during the time of the exile, and the dry 
riverbed makes a way for this evil army to pass, too.9
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When the seventh bowl was poured, a loud voice proclaimed, “It is done!” 
(v. 17). God has completed His judgment. Revelation 16:15 echoes Jesus’s 
sentiments both in Matthew 24 and in the letters to the churches in Revelation 
3, serving as a reminder to always be spiritually alert.

The lightning, thunder, and earthquake (v. 18) recall both God’s glory being 
revealed on Mount Sinai in Exodus 19:16 and previous events in Revelation 
(6:12). The “great city” in verse 19 is probably Babylon, representative of 
Rome.10  

We see glimpses of the Egyptian plagues in bowls six and seven, and we end 
with the perishing of the sinful, unrepentant world. But this isn’t the end of the 
story. The rebellious human civilization will end, and Jesus will soon usher in 
His perfect, eternal kingdom. 

It is vital to remember that those who trust in Christ will not face 
God’s wrath but will receive His salvation. How can you keep this 
truth before you every day?

Conclusion
God’s judgment vindicates the oppressed and is just and right. All people are 
sinners deeply in need of a savior, and as these chapters so clearly illustrate, we are 
unable to save ourselves. 

Unlike those in judgment in our reading today, believers enjoy God’s mercy. Jesus 
bore the brunt of God’s wrath for us on the cross. We don’t get the death we 
deserve because Jesus died for us. Instead, we get eternal life with God!

If you haven’t trusted Jesus yet, today is a great day to do it. God loved us so much 
that He sent Jesus to die on the cross for our sins (John 3:16) so the wrath we read 
about today could fall on Jesus and not us. We are saved through God’s grace by 
placing our faith in Jesus, believing He is the Son of God who died for our sins 
and was resurrected (Romans 10:9). Scripture says that “everyone who calls on the 
name of the Lord will be saved” (Romans 10:13), and that includes you. 

For those who are already believers, consider how God might be challenging you 
to share your faith with others. Judgment day is coming; are we sharing like that’s 
true? 

How does today’s passage impact your desire to share your faith 
with the people God has placed in your life? 

How does today’s passage renew your gratitude for Jesus? 

Who do you need to tell about Jesus today? How will you move in 
that direction?



7Session 8

Prayer of Response
Thank God for the gift of Jesus. Thank Him for the mercy He pours out on us 
that is new every single morning. Ask Him to help you understand His character 
and love better. Ask Him to show you someone He wants you to share your faith 
with, and for the opportunity to do so.

Additional Resources
•	 Exalting Jesus in Revelation by Daniel Akin
•	 Be Victorious by Warren Wiersbe
•	 Revelation for You by Tim Chester

Memory Verse
“Look, I am coming like a thief. Blessed is the one who is alert and remains 
clothed, so that he may not go around naked and people see his shame.”            
—Revelation 16:15



Disciples Multiplying Disciples
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Purpose
Much of the book of Revelation focuses on events at the end of the age (eschatology), more so than 
any other book in the Bible. But it also focuses on practical choices that believers and unbelievers 
must make in the course of their lives that have far-reaching consequences at the end.

Author
The traditional view holds that the author of Revelation is the apostle John, who wrote the 
Fourth Gospel and the three letters of John. Evidences for this view include the following. (1) 
The writer referred to himself as “John” (1:4, 9; 22:8). (2) He had personal relationships with the 
seven churches of Asia Minor (1:4, 11; 2–3). (3) His circumstances at the time of writing (1:9) 
matched those of John the apostle (who was placed in Asia Minor from about AD 70 to 100 by 
reliable historical sources from the second century AD). (4) The saturation of the book with Old 
Testament imagery and echoes implies a Jewish writer, like John, operating in overwhelmingly 
Gentile Asia Minor.

Setting
The initial audience that received the book of Revelation was a group of seven local churches in 
southwest Asia Minor (1:11; 2–3). Some of these congregations were experiencing persecution (2:9–
10, 13), probably under the Roman emperor Domitian (ruled AD 81–96). Others had doctrinal 
and practical problems (2:6, 13–15, 20–23). Also behind these surface problems was the backdrop 
of unseen but powerful spiritual warfare (2:10, 14, 24; 3:9).

Special Features
The resurrected, glorified Jesus Christ revealed himself to the apostle John, who had been 
imprisoned “on the island called Patmos” (1:9). Christ’s twofold purpose was: (1) to “unveil” a 
spiritual diagnosis for seven of the churches in Asia Minor with which John was familiar (chaps. 
2–3), and (2) to reveal to John a series of visions setting forth events and factors related to the end 
times (chaps. 4–22).

Historical Context of Revelation
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Revelation 15–16
Just as the seven seals and the seven trumpets depict different aspects of God’s judgments through 
Christ, so now another dimension of His judgment must be revealed. The seven cups of wrath 
are similar to the seven trumpets and the seven seals, but they also are different; for there comes a 
time when the wrath of God is no longer partial or temporary but complete and everlasting. The 
outpouring of the seven cups of wrath means that God’s judgment is also final and irrevocable. The 
partial judgment (“one-third”) of the trumpets suggests that God uses the sufferings and evils of 
this life as a warning to draw humankind toward repentance and faith. But such tribulations also 
foreshadow the final hour of judgment, when God’s wrath is finished and there is delay no longer.

The seven cups of wrath represent the judgments of the Lamb on the earth, especially on those who 
have received the mark of the beast. Between the sixth and seventh seals and the sixth and seventh 
trumpets we were told of God’s protection of, and mission for, the people of God. But with the seven 
cups there is no break between the sixth and seventh outpourings of judgment. Now only wrath 
is left; there is no more delay. Babylon the Great, the symbol for all who have vaunted themselves 
against the Most High God, will fall. With the pouring out of the seventh cup of wrath, there is 
again the great earthquake accompanied by “flashes of lightning, rumblings, peals of thunder,” for 
the end has come.

The notion of God’s wrath is not always a welcome subject to the Bible reader, but its reality as a 
clear-cut teaching of both Old and New Testaments is inescapable. The reality of evil, the reality of 
human freedom, the righteousness of God, and the longing of God to have creatures, who though 
distinct from Him as real creatures nonetheless freely relate to Him in trust and love, make inevitable 
the notion and reality of God’s wrath. A righteous God responds to those who persist in their evil 
refusal to acknowledge their rightful Lord.

God longs to see His rebellious children lay down their arms and come home to Him. God has 
mercifully acted by all possible means—even to the extent of taking to Himself, through His Only 
Begotten Son, the very penalty that He has prescribed for sin—to bring His wayward children 
home. Wrath brings grief even to the heart of God, but God will not coerce our love of Him. He 
has given His children their freedom, and He will not destroy their humanity by removing that 
freedom, even when His children stubbornly persist in using that freedom in rebellion against Him. 
Incredibly enough, in spite of the overwhelming mercies of God revealed through Jesus Christ, there 
will be those who refuse His mercies. In such cases the faithful God of creation and redemption 
will faithfully respond in keeping with His own nature and word by giving His rebellious sons and 
daughters what they have stubbornly insisted upon, namely, everlasting separation from Him. Surely, 
as God’s wrath, this is the height of torment and misery—to be separated from the One who is the 
true source of life, to be cut off from one’s merciful Creator and thus to experience everlastingly 
the eternal death that comes from the rejection of Him who is the source of everlasting life. But we 
must neither deny nor even lament the wisdom of God for His past or future assertions of wrath. 
Our God evidently loves righteousness, justice, and mercy to such an extent that He will not brook 
our cowardly tolerance of evil. We may not lightly dismiss the fact that heaven is neither silent nor 
embarrassed when evil is punished. Heaven rejoices at the justice and judgment of God (19:1–6).

Extended Commentary
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