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OPEN THE CONVERSATION
Take some time to build relationships with the students:
· Ask for each student’s high and low from the week. 
· Today’s RBQ (Relationship Building Question): If you could have any superpower to instantly fix one thing — anything from your phone to world peace — what would you use it for?”
INTRODUCTION
Have you ever broken something you really loved? Maybe your phone, your favorite pair of shoes, or even a video game controller, and thought, ‘Well, that’s it, it’s ruined forever’? But then somehow, it got fixed or replaced, and suddenly what was broken wasn’t the end of the story after all. Sometimes life can feel the same way. A friendship breaks, a dream falls apart, or something happens that leaves you feeling like things will never get better. In Matthew 9:18–26, we meet two people who felt that exact way: hopeless, desperate, and out of options. But when they turn to Jesus, He does what no one else could. He brings healing and restoration. Their stories remind us that God can restore all areas of our lives, even the ones we think are beyond repair.
READ MATTHEW 9:18-26
1. What stands out about Jesus’ response to the ruler’s request and the woman’s quiet act of faith? What do His actions show us about who God is and how much He cares? (Read Mark 5:21-42 for the extended version of these interactions.) 

2. Both the woman and the ruler come to Jesus out of total desperation. What does it really mean to be desperate for God’s help — and what might that kind of faith look like in your life right now? 

3. When life feels broken or prayers seem unanswered, (like the woman who suffered for 12 years), what lies are we most tempted to believe about God’s goodness or power? How does this story remind you to keep trusting Him even when things feel hopeless?

4. How does this passage challenge the idea that something or someone can be “too far gone” for God to redeem or heal?  

5. In what ways can you practice expectant faith this week — faith that believes Jesus can move even when you don’t see results yet?
WRAP UP
Put today's lesson into action: Who in your world needs to be reminded that Jesus sees them and can bring restoration, and how can you be that reminder?
Ask for any prayer requests and pray for one another.

EXTENDED CUT
1. What stands out about Jesus’ response to the ruler’s request and the woman’s quiet act of faith? What do His actions show us about who God is and how much He cares? (Read Mark 5:21-42 for the extended version of these interactions.)
Jairus is the first person to approach Jesus and ask for his help in this story. We don’t get too much information from Matthew, but the context in Mark indicates that Jesus is in the middle of teaching a large crowd. Yet we see that Jesus immediately responds by dropping what he is doing and going with Jairus. Then, while Jesus is on his way to heal this man’s daughter, he is again interrupted by a woman who doesn’t verbally ask for anything but reaches out to quietly receive healing. This time, it’s Jesus who interrupts the moment to recognize what has happened. He turns and “sees” her in a way that she hasn’t been seen for many years. In doing so, Jesus was not only offering this woman physical healing, but emotional healing from a disease that would have made her a social outcast, unable to be in community or worship in the temple because of her “unclean” state. Jesus’ actions and words in response to these two reflect God’s character toward and care for us as well. He sees the brokenness and the pain that both have endured and responds with compassion. He doesn’t dismiss their needs or overlook them because he is too busy. Rather he generously gives his time to care for and offer his healing. The same is true for God towards us today! He sees the difficulties we endure and knows the pains we carry. And while we may not always get the physical miracle we hope for, he readily offers healing to us for our greatest need, the redemption and restoration of our souls. 

2. Both the woman and the ruler come to Jesus out of total desperation. What does it really mean to be desperate for God’s help — and what might that kind of faith look like in your life right now? 
Two very different people approach Jesus in this story, yet both share the same deep desperation for Him to bring healing into their lives. Mark 5:22 tells us that Jairus was one of the synagogue leaders. A respected man with authority, influence, and responsibility over the affairs of the synagogue. Despite his privilege and position, Jairus found himself completely helpless to save his dying daughter. In contrast, the bleeding woman had lived a life of suffering and isolation. While Jairus had likely enjoyed the comfort of family and community, she had endured twelve long years of physical pain, social rejection, and financial loss. Mark 5 explains that she had spent everything she had on doctors, but nothing brought relief. Both Jairus and the woman eventually came to the same realization: no amount of power, money, or human effort could fix what was broken — only Jesus could. That is the essence of desperate faith. Desperation drives us to Jesus, recognizing that He alone has the power to meet our deepest needs. Both individuals believed that Jesus could do what no one else could, and that belief moved them to action, to reach out and seek Him no matter the cost.

3. When life feels broken or prayers seem unanswered (like the woman who suffered for 12 years), what lies are we most tempted to believe about God’s goodness or power? How does this story remind you to keep trusting Him even when things feel hopeless? As a student, you might not have too much experience with suffering or enduring painful unanswered prayers. However, it’s not hard to look around and recognize that brokenness is a common part of life. At some point or another, we all experience hard things. Maybe you’ve experienced a relative get diagnosed with cancer, or your parents have gone through a divorce. Or you know a friend who struggles with depression. Hard realities like these are things that can cause us to question God’s goodness and his power. It’s easy to start believing lies about God’s character like, “God doesn’t care about me,” “He must not be listening,” or “Maybe He can’t do anything about this.” Even though God can heal and restore any situation, He doesn’t always choose to. When we face times when the healing we hope for does not come, we must trust that God is still good. His silence is not His absence. And in those seasons when it feels like nothing is changing, God is often doing a deeper work: growing our faith, shaping our hearts, and teaching us to rely on Him rather than our circumstances. In our darkest valleys, he offers the comfort of his presence (Psalm 23:4) and the hope of our ultimate healing and restoration to come in eternity (Revelation 21:4). 

4. How does this passage challenge the idea that something or someone can be “too far gone” for God to redeem or heal?  Both Jairus and the bleeding woman faced situations that seemed utterly hopeless according to any human standard. When Jesus arrives at the ruler’s house in Matthew 9:24, the crowd actually laughs at His assurance that Jairus’s daughter is merely asleep — they’re so certain she’s dead and that nothing more can be done. The outcome seems final. Yet with a simple touch, Jesus raises her to life and brings complete restoration. It’s a powerful moment that reveals that no situation, no matter how final it seems, is beyond Jesus’ power to redeem. Throughout Scripture, God consistently brings life from death, hope from despair, and beauty from ashes (Isaiah 61:3). This story invites us to trust that Jesus still does the same today! He meets us in our most broken and hopeless places and offers new life where we thought there was none. No person, mistake, or circumstance is beyond God’s reach, and His grace is stronger than any failure, sin, or loss. 

5. In what ways can you practice expectant faith this week -- faith that believes Jesus can move even when you don’t see results yet? In this passage, we see Jesus bring about two incredible answers to prayer. But God doesn’t always work in the timing we might expect. For the bleeding woman, it took twelve long years before she experienced healing. And for Jairus, he had to hold onto hope even after hearing that his daughter had died. Though God’s timing often looks different than what we would expect, it is always better. That’s why we are called to wait with expectant faith—a faith that keeps trusting, praying, and acting while we wait for God to move in ways we might not yet see. Practicing that kind of faith this week could look like praying specifically and consistently over one situation or person, even when you don’t see any change (Philippians 4:6–7). It could mean taking one small step of obedience that aligns with what you’re asking God to do like reaching out to mend a relationship, showing kindness to someone difficult, or serving where you feel unseen. Expectant faith also grows when you remind yourself of the truth God provides through Scripture instead of giving in to lies—choosing to say, “God is still working,” instead of, “It’s too late.” Practicing expectant faith might look like memorizing a verse about God’s trustworthiness that you can hold onto as you pray and wait for God to act. Like Jairus and the woman, we can move toward Jesus with open hands, trusting that even in silence or delay, He is still faithful and His timing will bring the best possible outcome. 
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