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CONTEXT FOR YOU

This week we wrap up the Sermon on the Mount – a lot of us know the way it ends: Jesus challenges people to build their life on his teaching. When someone builds their life on Him, they will withstand the tests of the world. Despite how incredible that passage is, I want us to focus today on an earlier part of that section that I think we struggle with more: Matthew 7:1-6. It begs the question: If I am following Jesus, what to do I do if the people around me say they do but really don’t?

It's no secret that our country today can be pretty divided. In fact, 81% of Americans on a recent survey said that they feel the country is more divided than ever. Other studies show that this is true: most Americans report that they know more about their news anchor/political podcaster of choice than their closest physical neighbor. We don’t like people who are different than us right now. There’s actually a word for it – “tribalism” – a belief set around only surrounding yourself with people from your “tribe” that agree exactly with you. We have lost the art, in many ways, of disagreeing with people. It’s a good thing that Jesus taught us how to do that. 

In Matthew 7:1-6, Jesus teaches one of His most challenging lessons. His followers are to judge others with the same expectation that they will be judged themselves. Essentially: since we are sinners, we are to view others with the same grace given to us. God is the judge, we only judge others while knowing that He is the one ultimately making the decisions.

As we read this today, Jesus challenges us to check our hearts. As we judge others, do we look inward first? 

OPEN THE CONVERSATION / intro questions
What is your biggest Pet Peeve? What is something that annoys you for no reason? – It’s easy for me to judge people when they do silly things that annoy me, which brings us to the heart of this passage. 
What is the best place to get chicken tenders? Chickfila, Waldos, Zaxby’s… – This is a harmless debate, but it shows us just how quickly we judge others for their opinions.
READ Matthew 7:1-6
1. What does Jesus mean when he says we should “take the log out of our own eye” before we judge others?
2. When do you find it most tempting to judge others? How could you avoid this by following Jesus’ example?
3. What are common things that you might judge people for? How might you realize that you also have similar “specks” in your eye? 
4. What would it look like to live a life that only judges people in a righteous way? How is this different from how you currently look at people?
WRAP UP

What is one thing in this lesson that really stood out to you, and how can you apply it to your life? What is one “I Will” Statement for everyone in the group?

Write Down “I Will” Statements and then ask for any prayer requests and pray for one another.
 

EXTENDED CUT
In the Sermon on the Mount so far, Jesus gave guidelines on how His followers should live. In this passage, His teaching addressed an aspect of how we should behave in our relationships: “Do not judge” (v. 1). To be clear, Jesus was not saying we should never address sin. Instead, he was warning against hypocritical judgment. Jesus’s taught that when we judge others, we will be judged the same way. For some of us, that is an unpleasant thought. If we are harsh with others, we can expect to be judged harshly by God.2 Jesus taught that we should love one another like He loves us (John 13:34-35). Jesus loves us sacrificially, even when we fail. He sees through outer appearances and looks at our heart. When we judge others while sin persists in our own lives, we are in sin. 
Jesus painted a very effective picture with His splinter and beam analogy. How ridiculous would it be if someone with a beam in their eye loftily criticized someone with a small splinter? It is laughable! It is equally ridiculous when we judge another and criticize them (or talk about them behind their back) for a fault we perceive, while failing to address our own sin. Scripture does give us a model for confronting sin in others (Matthew 18:1517; Galatians 6:1-2). But this effort should always be undertaken with a “gentle spirit” (Galatians 6:1). In His teachings in Matthew 18, Jesus taught that if our efforts to help fail, “let him be like a Gentile and a tax collector to you” (Matthew 18:17).Think about how Jesus dealt with Gentiles and tax collectors. He ate with them when it was taboo. He dealt with them gently. He taught them simply. Considering Jesus’s teaching, we are to remember that before we confront sin in others, we should not ignore our own. 
The things that are “holy” and “pearls” (v. 6) that Jesus referenced in verse 6 refer to the gospel and His teachings. A wild dog would take sacrificial meat and tear it to pieces, without any understanding of its importance. In Jewish custom, “pearls” were important spiritual teachings. A pig (an unclean animal by Jewish standards) wouldn’t know what to do with literal pearls. They would trample on them.3 This seems to be a warning against wasting on our time with people who are continually hard-hearted. We are taught to share the gospel with everyone, not making judgements about where we might find fertile soil. When we try to reach someone who treats the gospel like a dog treats meat or a pig treats pearls, we should move on. Perhaps a seed was planted for the Holy Spirit to water and make grow, but we may not see the harvest.  
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