[image: A screenshot of a website

Description automatically generated]



OPEN THE CONVERSATION
What is one thing that instantly puts you in a better mood? Especially when you are having a bad day or you are frustrated with someone what can flip your mood to make you joyful? 

INTRODUCTION
Today, we are going to read and discuss about the hope we have in Christ. This hope that we have is our inheritance and it is imperishable, pure, unfading and secured by God. 

Although trials are an inevitable part of the Christian life, even in suffering we can rejoice because our salvation and eternal future with the Lord are secure. God works through these hardships to strengthen our faith, and a faith proven through testing is “more valuable than gold”, brings Him honor now, and ultimately results in praise, glory, and honor at Christ’s return.

This hope of salvation is so great a blessing that the Old Testament prophets yearned for it, and “angels long to catch a glimpse” of how God is working.
READ 1 Peter 1:3-12
1. How did Peter describe salvation in these verses? 
2. What do you think it means for a Christian to have a “living hope” (v.3)?
3. How does God protect us by His power (v. 5)? How have you experienced this protection?
4. What reason do Christians have to rejoice, even in the middle of grief and trials? 
5. What did Peter mean when he wrote, “so that the proven character of your faith . . . may result in praise, glory, and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ” (v. 7)?
6. What can we learn about joy and rejoicing from this passage?
7. What did Peter say the prophets searched for? Why? What does this passage tell us about the blessings of salvation in Christ?
8. How do these verses impact your thinking about the importance of the gospel message?
WRAP UP
Consider how Peter conveyed the truth of salvation in this passage. How would you share this with someone who doesn’t know Jesus yet? 
How does knowing that our inheritance in Christ (salvation and eternity with Jesus) cannot be taken away give you confidence and hope for the future? 
What are some ways you could take a step in sharing your faith this week?
Ask for any prayer requests, and pray for one another according to what has been shared.
EXTENDED CUT
Peter opened this passage in praise: “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ” (v. 3). God is worthy of all our praise and here Peter offered praise for the thing we should be most thankful for, our salvation in Christ. This gift is given in God’s great mercy. God shows us mercy by not condemning us for our sin (though it is within His power and right to do so) but rather offering us the gift of eternal life with Him thanks to the sacrifice of His Son, Jesus: “But God, who is rich in mercy, because of his great love that he had for us, made us alive with Christ even though we were dead in trespasses. You are saved by grace!” -Ephesians 2:4-5 

In the CSB, Peter’s words are translated to describe salvation as a “new birth into a living hope” (v. 3). This “born again” language is used elsewhere in the New Testament, too: 
· “Jesus replied, “Truly I tell you, unless someone is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.”” -John 3:3
· “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has passed away, and see, the new has come!” -2 Corinthians 5:17 
Before we knew Jesus, we were spiritually dead in our sins, but when we place our trust in Him, we experience a “new birth.” We are now new creations. The “old” us, who was a slave to sin, “has passed away”, and now we have a “living hope” (v.3) that is alive and well, just like Jesus. As believers, we have this hope because we know that, after our earthly body passes away, we are promised a glorious eternity of living with God. There is no greater hope than that found in Jesus. The inheritance we receive in Christ can never be taken away. Peter’s original audience may have been displaced (v. 1) or experienced losses, but this eternal future was completely secure.Rejoicing in unfavorable circumstances is a biblical theme that surely makes no sense to the nonbeliever: 
· “Rejoice always, pray constantly, give thanks in everything; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” -1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 
· “Consider it a great joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you experience various trials, because you know that the testing of your faith produces endurance. And let endurance have its full effect, so that you may be mature and complete, lacking nothing.” -James 1:2-4 
Peter’s writing suggests that suffering isn’t an if scenario but a when scenario. Our suffering today looks quite different from Peter’s original audience, but we do suffer. Trials are simply a part of the Christian life.

Here, Peter suggested that we should rejoice even in the midst of grief and suffering, “so that the proven character of your faith . . . may result in praise, glory, and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ.” (v. 7) We can rejoice because, as believers, we know heaven is waiting for us! Our eternal life is secure, even if our life today isn’t. 

We can have this counter-cultural reaction because we are rooted in Christ, and when we rely on Him, God shows up during the trials of our lives. God does some of His very best work in the valley. When we are desperate and think there is no way out, He can work in miraculous ways that are bigger and better than any rescue we could’ve dreamed up ourselves. Our perseverance of faith will “result in praise, glory, and honor” (v. 7) at Jesus’s second coming. Like us, Peter’s original audience loved and believed in Jesus without having seen Him. Like them, we have “inexpressible and glorious joy” (v. 8) because of our salvation.

Peter said the salvation God offers us is such an incredible gift that the Old Testament prophets who proclaimed the coming grace in the Messiah longed to know more. Though God revealed some about the Messiah to them, they did not fully comprehend what was coming. The Old Testament prophets’ careful investigation revealed that proclamations were for the future. Peter’s letter told the believers that the time that the Old Testament prophets sought after and looked forward to had arrived. So great is the blessing of salvation that “angels long to catch a glimpse of these things” (v. 12). This great blessing was brought about through the work of the Holy Spirit in everyday people working as a part of God’s great design for our lives. Are you open to letting the Holy Spirit use you to bring the great blessing of salvation to those He has put in your life? 

The gospel has been revealed to us. Today. Living in America in 2026, thousands of years after Peter penned this epistle. This unimaginable, undeserved blessing calls for praise: 
“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Because of his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.” -1 Peter 1:3

Peter continued his letter by praising God who, in His mercy, sent Jesus to die on the cross for our sins so we could be born again. Having received “new birth” (v. 3), believers experience “a living hope” (v.3) in the promise that we will spend eternity with the Lord. Though the things of this earth, our possessions and everything we have earned by human standards, can be taken away, this future with the Lord is an inheritance from God “that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading” (v. 4).

Peter reminds us that trials and suffering aren’t optional, but part of the Christian life. Even in light of trials and suffering, we can have hope and rejoice because of our salvation and eternal destination. Our lives on earth are temporary, but eternity with the Lord awaits all believers. We also rejoice knowing that, even in the hard times, God is working and helping strengthen our faith. Peter wrote that a faith that has been tested and remained true is “more valuable than gold” (v. 7). 

This honors God today, and will “result in praise, glory, and honor” (v. 7) at Jesus’s second coming. This great gift deserves thanks, praise, and faithful obedience to live like Christ and share Him with others in our lives.
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