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OPEN THE CONVERSATION
Take some time to build relationships with the students:
· Ask for each student’s high and low from the week.
· Optional RBQ: What’s the weirdest food combo that you actually like? 
· Optional Intro Activity: Read a few of the scenarios below (or come up with your own) and have students vote yes/no to whether they think it belongs! And share why or why not.
· Wearing pajamas to school
· Pineapple on pizza
· Crocs with socks
· Calling your teacher “bro”
· Doing a TikTok dance in the hallway
Some things clearly don’t belong in certain places—and this morning we’re talking about what it means to live in a world where, as followers of Jesus, we don’t always fully belong.
INTRODUCTION

Have you ever noticed yourself or a friend acting differently based on where you are or who you are with —school, home, practice, online, or with certain friends? Most of us are really good at blending in and adjusting to fit the room we’re in. But what if following Jesus means we’re actually not supposed to blend in all the time? In today’s passage, Peter reminds us that if we belong to Jesus, this world isn’t really our home. We’re temporary residents here. That changes how we live, what we care about, and how we treat others. Today, we’re going to talk about what it looks like to live set apart—not because we’re better than anyone else, but because we belong to God and have experienced His goodness. 

When you hear the words “set apart,” what’s the first thing that comes to mind? 
READ 1 PETER 1:13-16 -- Call to Holy Living
1. What does Peter mean by instructing us to not be conformed to the desires of our “former ignorance”? Why is this something that can be a struggle, even as a Christian? 
2. Peter says, “Be holy in all your conduct” just as God is holy. What does it mean to be holy and what do you think it looks like as a student your age? 
3. What’s one area of life where it’s hardest to live differently than people around you?
READ 1 PETER 1:17-25 – Temporary Residents
4. Why is it important for us to keep in mind that we are “temporary residents” during our time on earth (v17)? How should it change what is important to us? 
5. How does remembering what Jesus has done for you motivate obedience differently than guilt or fear? 
READ 1 PETER 2:1-3 – Rid Yourselves
6. Peter lists things like jealousy, hypocrisy, and gossip. Which of these are you most needing to work on and what habit do you need to develop to help you grow stronger spiritually?  

WRAP UP
Put today's lesson into action: What’s one habit you could begin over the next couple of weeks to help you grow spiritually? 
Ask for any prayer requests and pray for one another.

EXTENDED CUT
1. What does Peter mean by telling us to not conform to the desires of our “former ignorance”? Why is this something that can be a struggle, even as a Christian? When Peter talks about our “former ignorance,” he’s referring to the way we lived before we truly knew God and understood His ways. Before following Jesus, our decisions are often driven by what feels good, what everyone else is doing, or what we want in the moment—without considering God’s desires or commands. There’s a kind of spiritual blindness that makes us ignorant to the truth. But when we receive salvation through faith in Christ, our eyes are opened! And we now have the Holy Spirit living inside as our guide. We have His Word to learn from and begin to follow. But all our old habits, thought patterns, and temptations don’t instantly disappear overnight. And that’s why we can sometimes struggle, even as Christians, and need Peter’s reminder as well! As we grow in Christ, we are called to continue putting off our old nature, corrupted by deceitful desires, and put on the new self, created to be like God in righteousness and holiness (Ephesians 4:22-24). 

2. Peter says, “Be holy in all your conduct” just as God is holy. What does it mean to be holy and what do you think it looks like as a student your age? Being holy as a student doesn’t mean being perfect or acting spiritually superior -- it means being set apart from sin to God and making choices that reflect that in our everyday life. It means that we strive to live a life of obedience that is pleasing to Him. Holiness requires a seriousness about our sin and a willingness to be open to correction when we recognize behaviors that we need to change. This can look like choosing honesty instead of cheating, kindness instead of cruelty, pursuing purity instead of worldliness, and forgiveness instead of revenge. It’s reflected in how you treat teachers, teammates, siblings, and friends—especially when no one is watching. Holiness shows up in small, daily choices that reflect Jesus’ character, even (and maybe especially) when it costs something socially or personally.

3. What’s one area of life where it’s hardest to live differently than people around you? Maybe one of the hardest areas for you to live differently are those areas where you experience peer pressure – whether in friendships, social media, or a dating relationship. There’s often pressure to go along with what’s popular. That could be in how you talk about others, what you post online, or how you define success and happiness. It can feel risky to stand out and say no to something that “everyone else is doing.” But Proverbs 13:20 reminds us that who we walk with shapes who we become. Choosing to live differently might feel costly in the moment, but it is a natural part of living set apart as a follower of Jesus. 

4. Why is it important for us to keep in mind that we are “temporary residents” during our time on earth (v17)? How should it change what is important to us? Remembering that we are “temporary residents” helps us keep perspective on what truly matters. This world isn’t our final home, and we aren’t meant to fit in. Colossians 3:2 encourages us to set our minds on things above, not on earthly things. It can be easy to get caught up in things like popularity, success, or material possessions – comparing ourselves to those around us. But when we understand that this life is only a temporary home, it can help shift the way we think about those things and highlight what’s most important. Things like grades, sports seasons, relationships, and our social status, aren’t nearly as significant. It’s our relationship with God, how we treat others, and the kind of person we’re becoming, that has far greater, eternal value. 

5. How does remembering what Jesus has done for you motivate obedience differently than guilt or fear? Obedience motivated by guilt or fear often feels forced and temporary, but obedience rooted in gratitude flows from love. When we remember that Jesus willingly gave His life for us (1 Peter 1:18–19), obedience becomes a response of thankfulness, not pressure. Jesus said, “If you love me, you will keep my commands” (John 14:15). Instead of obeying because we’re afraid of punishment, we obey because we trust God and want our lives to honor Him. This kind of obedience brings freedom and joy because it’s grounded in grace. Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross should be all the motivation we need to live a holy and obedient life. 

6. Peter lists things like jealousy, hypocrisy, and gossip. Which of these are you most needing to work on and what habit do you need to develop to help you grow stronger spiritually? When Peter lists sins like jealousy, hypocrisy, and gossip, he’s calling believers to take an honest look at what might still have a grip on our hearts. Maybe you struggle most with jealousy through comparison—especially on social media—or gossip that feels normal in group chats and friend circles. Recognizing which of these areas needs work is the first step toward growth. But Peter doesn’t just tell us what to remove; he also tells us what to replace it with—spiritual nourishment. Developing habits like regular prayer, reading Scripture, or surrounding yourself with godly influences helps strengthen your relationship with God and makes it easier to say no to sin. Galatians 5:16 reminds us that when we walk by the Spirit, we’re less controlled by the desires of the flesh. Spiritual growth doesn’t happen overnight, but consistent, intentional habits help us become more like Jesus over time.
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