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OPEN THE CONVERSATION
Do you have a favorite true story about someone who came from ordinary circumstances that did extraordinary things? An athlete? An unlikely winner of a TV talent competition? Some of our favorite stories and movie plots are about people who we would never expect to be chosen, to rise to fame, or to accomplish something great. Ask the group to think of examples, either well known publicly or personally. 

INTRODUCTION

I met a lady at our church who asked me, “You have the same last name as my pastor who led me to Christ and baptized me when I was a child. You wouldn’t be related to him would you?” Turns out she was talking about my grandfather! He pastored in a small town in Missouri many decades ago. Very few people know of him, but to her his influence is giant. He lived and died in relative obscurity, but God is still using his obedience to preach the gospel in Carolyn’s life and in the lives of everyone she has influenced toward Christ. 

Simon (Peter) didn’t fit the mold of your typical disciple in Jesus’s day. He wasn’t wealthy. He didn’t come from an important family. He was a small-town fisherman—an everyday guy, and not a perfect one, but Jesus still called him and used him to build Christ’s church. When Jesus stood in Simon’s boat on the Sea of Galilee and told him to throw his nets in, following a long night of no fish, Simon did it, saying “if you say so,” (v. 5). Simon was obedient even when it didn’t make sense (an attitude he would carry with him as he followed Jesus). Peter was called, but he wasn’t perfect. One of his biggest mistakes was denying Jesus three times after Jesus’s arrest. Yet, even in light of this heartbreaking choice, Jesus still wanted to use him. He met him on the shore and restored their fellowship. Peter would still play a foundational role in the church Jesus was building. 

Have you ever struggled to believe salvation was as simple as the Bible claims it to be? What are some things you have tried to add to God’s recipe of salvation instead of simply accepting God’s grace?
READ Luke 5:-11; John 21:15-19; 1Peter 1:1-2
1. What things do we learn about Simon Peter in the first two passages? What other stories do you know from Scripture about him? What can you relate to about Simon Peter?
2. Are there other unlikely people God chose to use in Scripture?  What things tempt you to think God can’t use you in his Kingdom?
3. What things DON’T we know about Simon Peter? Are there things we give lots of time and energy to that don’t help the Kingdom of God? How might this shape our priorities? 
4. Why did Peter’s relationship with Jesus need restoration? How have you experienced restoration with God? 
5. How did Peter address the church in 1 Peter 1:1-2? How might his experiences with Jesus have shaped these words? How would Peter’s experience have given him confidence in his relationship with Christ and the courage to obey Him?
WRAP UP

How have you experienced God’s grace? 
How can we exhibit more of an “if you say so” kind of faith when we are called by Jesus? How might you do that now? How can we encourage one another toward faithfulness by reminding one another of God’s use of Peter?

Ask for any prayer requests, and pray for one another according to what has been shared.
EXTENDED CUT
Peter never would have imagined that people would still be learning from his life story and reading his words about what following Christ means. When we surrender to Christ as Lord of our lives we offer him our now, our future, and all the ways we can’t see from here that He wants to use us for His Kingdom. Talk about a life that has purpose and meaning! Use me, Lord! Use us, Lord.
Peter’s restoration on the beach followed perhaps his biggest failure . . .denying Jesus three times. Jesus warned Peter this would happen (Matthew 26:33-35). At the time, Peter protested, saying he would never deny Jesus, but when the time came, He acted just as Jesus predicted. 
When the rooster crowed (which Jesus also foretold), Peter realized what he had done and “broke down and wept” (Mark 14:72). Put yourself in Peter’s shoes for a moment. Imagine the long-awaited Messiah came during your lifetime, and He picked you to be among His disciples. He gave you a new name and said He would use you to build His church. You followed Him, traveling with Him for years. You walked on water with Him. You’ve seen Him do incredible miracles. You are friends. You love Him. Then, in a moment of pressure, you deny that you know Him . . . three times. Any of us would break down and weep, don’t you think? 
After this denial, Jesus died an awful death on the cross and Peter had to sit with his guilt and shame for three days, but when the women encountered the angel at the empty tomb, he said, “But go, tell his disciples and Peter, ‘He is going ahead of you to Galilee; you will see him there just as he told you.’” (Mark 16:7) Peter got a special invite. God wanted him at the table. He had denied Jesus, but he was still going to be the foundation of the church Jesus was building. God was still going to use him, and Peter hadn’t thrown off that plan. 
John 21 is the story of Peter’s restoration on the beach. Three times, Jesus asked Peter if he loved Him, and three times, Peter answered yes. Three times, Peter reaffirmed his love for Jesus, and Jesus told Peter to feed and shepherd His sheep. Peter would not only fish for people, Peter was to act as a shepherd, caring for them and feeding their souls. Making disciples by teaching them what it means to follow Jesus, God used the shepherd/sheep metaphor throughout Scripture to describe His relationship with His people (Psalm 23), and Jesus called Himself the Good Shepherd (John 10). Now Jesus was commissioning Peter to shepherd God’s people too. When have you messed up? I mean really messed up? We all do, and so did people in the Bible, like Peter. Peter’s story shows us, that with a repentant heart, our mistakes don’t disqualify us from what God calls and wants us to do.
Peter encouraged his readers to stand firm in the face of cultural difficulties and persecution. Though we don’t find ourselves facing the same persecution today, in modern-day America, we do find ourselves in a Rome-like society, where our culture values (and even promotes) morals that do not align with what Christ teaches. We have hardships of our own (the Christian life is guaranteed to have them!). This calls to mind that we are living in the world but not of the world. We, too, are “exiles” of a sort, living temporarily in a world that is not our long-term, eternal home. 
Just like the recipients of Peter’s letter, even though we live in a culture that doesn’t embrace what the Bible teaches, we are called to strive to live a life that glorifies God, even if our culture doesn’t. Peter’s opening statement of apostleship here showed his authority as a representative of the church. These believers were chosen recipients of God’s grace (this is true for believers today, too). Peter’s original readers may have been marginalized and outcasts in their society because of their faith, but God chose them. They were sprinkled by the blood of Jesus, and the Holy Spirit was sanctifying them (this is still true for believers today too). Praise God! 
We are saved by God’s grace and He extends it to us repeatedly. Paul wrote that when our sin multiplies, God’s grace multiplies even more (Romans 5:20-21) and it overflows (2 Corinthians 9:8). We encounter this grace every day, in the gifts and kindnesses God extends to us. Let it multiply in our lives, Lord! 
Likewise, true peace is something we can only have in the Lord. It’s the fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23) that is cultivated in us through the sanctifying work of the Holy Spirit all believers experience throughout their lifetime. He can give us peace during times that make no sense (and when we need it most!). Peter had experienced this reality firsthand and would continue to impart it to his listeners throughout this letter.
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