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OPEN THE CONVERSATION
Has there ever been a time when following God made you stand out or feel misunderstood? Why is it tempting to live the way our culture does instead of the way God calls us to live as strangers and exiles on earth?

INTRODUCTION
How is Jesus the cornerstone of our faith?
Try to imagine what it would be like to have a faith system without the weighty power and transforming, atoning sacrifice of Jesus. It seems so empty and worthless. What would happen to our faith if we had everything else but Jesus? It would have no structure or power whatsoever. The truths we cling to are all anchored in Him. 
READ 1 Peter 2:11
1. What does it mean that God’s people are strangers and exiles in the world? How is this connected to our calling to “abstain from sinful desires”?
READ 1 Peter 2:12
2. What do you think it meant for Peter’s original audience to conduct themselves honorably among the Gentiles? What does it mean for us today? 
3. How might godly living give you opportunity to point others to Jesus daily?
4. How can our group seek to live honorably among others together? How does this build up the body of Christ?
READ 1 Peter 2:12
5. Peter wrote these verses regarding the Roman authority. As students, how might you translate this to the authorities in your life now? Parents? Teachers? Coaches? Etc.. 
6. How does submission to Christ actually bring about true freedom?

WRAP UP

Lead the group through this prayer, pausing after each instruction for the group to pray silently putting the prayer in their own words. What is one thing in this lesson that really stood out to you, and how can you apply it to your life? What is one “I Will” Statement for everyone in the group?

Write Down “I Will” Statements and then ask for any prayer requests and pray for one another.


EXTENDED CUT
In this new section of Peter’s letter (marked by the opening of “dear friends,” v.11), Peter called his readers to good works, even when it doesn’t make sense by human standards. This is exceptionally hard to do. In 1 Peter 2:9-10, Peter called his readers “strangers and exiles.” Strangers and exiles typically have less rights than people who are native to a land. Many of Peter’s initial audience were living in the Roman empire and had less rights than a Roman citizen. They were, in some cases, literal foreigners living under Roman occupation, and also spiritual foreigners, living temporarily in this world. The same is true for believers today.
Since we are citizens of heaven (followers of Christ), Peter advocated that we should “abstain from sinful desires that wage war against the soul.” This idea of struggle with sinful desires (and how these oppose the Holy Spirit) is mentioned elsewhere in the New Testament. But what types of desire was Peter referring to? Paul gave a basic list in Galatians 5:19-21. Submission to these desires is characteristic of a nonbeliever, a citizen of this world. But are not to be true of a citizen of heaven and follower of Christ. These “wage war against the soul.”
Following his previous guidance to “abstain from sinful desires” (v. 11), Peter said to “conduct yourselves honorably among the Gentiles” (v. 12). Living honorably here means to follow Jesus’s example and live as God calls us, regardless of what our culture deems appropriate or “good.” We are held to a higher standard. Have you ever been in a scenario where you abstained from participating in an activity in obedience to God and others were thrown off or took offense to you doing so? Maybe they perceived you were judging them as you tried to do the right thing by your faith. In response, it is possible you might face slander or personal attacks in a moment like this. If you have ever been unfairly accused of doing something, you know how difficult and frustrating this can be. Scholars believe at least some of Peter’s readers must have been enduring unjust slander and accusations of doing evil when they were actually trying to the right thing according to God.
It is helpful in times like this to remember and consider Jesus. He (the Son of God!), too, was unjustly accused of wrongdoing, and yet He consistently lived honorably. He understands the opposition we face, and He lived as the perfect example in these moments. Peter noted that, though the situation is unfair, when we seek to live honorably as Christ desires, people will notice our “good works.” Peter said living this way will be noticed and it “will glorify God on the day he visits” (this probably in reference to the day of judgment3 ). Don’t miss Peter’s point: When we behave honorably (even when the situation against us is unfair), we glorify God. This should be our aim in all our actions! Our lives should continually point to Christ. And when we live this way, people notice. The Holy Spirit can and does use this to draw people toward Jesus.

In our current cultural moment, “submit” is a word many don’t like to hear. We embrace personal freedoms and buck against that inhibits our ideas of freedom. Peter told his readers to submit to human authority “because of the Lord” (v. 13). This may seem in conflict, but Paul taught the same thing in Romans 13:1-2. Depending on how you date the letter of 1 Peter, the emperor Peter referred to may have been Nero, who was exceptionally vicious and cruel in his mistreatment and persecution of Christians. Still, Peter advised that Christians should strive to be good citizens even when their situations are particularly extreme.4 But didn’t Peter just bid believers to do the right thing even when others didn’t? Peter himself stood against the Jewish religious leaders when they were ordered “not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus” (Acts 4:18). Submission to earthly authorities doesn’t mean we should disobey God. We must first obediently submit to God’s authority and will, and then submit to earthly authority as long as it does not lead to disobedience before God. 
Peter opened this section of his letter by reminding believers of their status as “strangers and exiles” (v. 11). This was doubly true for many of them, as foreigners living under Roman occupation, and believers in Jesus living as a temporary resident in the world. This is true for us today, too. Our true citizenship isn’t in America or anywhere else in the world, it’s in heaven. As followers of Christ and strangers on earth, Peter instructed us to “abstain from sinful desires” (v. 11) like the ones Paul named in Galatians 5 as desires of the flesh. These are in direct opposition to the Holy Spirit, and we are called to live different from the world. One practical way we do this is by submitting to authority. We are to show honor and respect to everyone, love our brothers and sisters in Christ, and fear God.
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