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OPEN THE CONVERSATION
Take some time to build relationships with the students:
· Ask for each student’s high and low from the week.
· Today’s RBQ (Relationship Building Question): What is a time when a group you were a part of really “clicked” and worked well together? What made it different from other groups? (Could be a team, a group project, a band, a club, a friend group, etc.)
INTRODUCTION
Most people know what it feels like to be in a group that doesn’t work well together. Maybe there’s drama, people talking over each other, someone being left out, or tension sitting in the background the whole time. Being around that for long can make you exhausted. 
But then there are the groups that feel completely different. People listen. They support one another. Even when everyone doesn’t always agree, there is still kindness, respect, and a real sense of belonging. 
Peter is describing something like that for the family of God. He is writing to believers who were dealing with pressure and hardship on the outside, and he wanted them to understand how important it was to pursue unity on the inside. He describes a community that is united around Christ, willing to care about one other, to love deeply, to show compassion, and to walk in humility. He tells them not to get even when they are hurt, but to respond with blessing instead. And he reminds them that God sees and cares about the way they treat each other.
This is not about pretending conflict does not exist or acting fake. It is about learning how to live as God’s people in real relationships, choosing peace, kindness, and humility because that is what God has shown us in Christ. 
READ 1 PETER 3:8
1. Peter gives a picture of the kind of church family we are meant to be: united around Christ, caring about each other, loving, compassionate, and humble. Which part of that picture feels most challenging for you right now, and why?  
2. When Peter calls us to be like-minded and to love one another, what do you think that actually looks like in a church or small group? What would you expect to see or feel in a group that is living this out? 
READ 1 PETER 3:9
3. When someone hurts you or insults you, what is your natural reaction? Why does paying back evil with blessing feel so backward, and what might change if you responded that way instead?
[bookmark: _Hlk198499845]READ 1 PETER 3:10-12
4. Peter says to seek peace and pursue it. What is the difference between hoping relationships are peaceful and actually pursuing peace with people?
5. These verses talk about watching what we say and turning away from evil. If you paid closer attention to your words this week, what area do you think God might nudge you in for the sake of harmony with others?
WRAP UP
Ask for prayer requests and pray together. Ask God to show each person one relationship or situation where they can move toward harmony instead of division, and to give them the humility and strength to do it.

EXTENDED CUT

1 Peter is written to believers scattered across different regions who were facing pressure, misunderstanding, and forms of suffering because of their faith. Peter has already reminded them of their identity in Christ and called them to live holy lives in a world that does not share their values. In 1 Peter 3:8–12, he turns specifically to how they should relate to one another and to those who mistreat them.

Verse 8 gives a compact picture of what life in the Christian community should look like. Like minded does not mean identical thinking. It means sharing a common focus around Christ and the mission God has given His people. Sympathy and compassion describe caring deeply about the struggles of others and feeling with them instead of being detached. The call to love one another echoes Jesus in John 13, where He says this kind of love will show the world who His disciples are. Humility ties these things together because pride makes harmony almost impossible to sustain.

Verse 9 moves from attitude to action. It describes what to do when believers experience mistreatment or insult. Peter instructs them not to return evil for evil, but to give a blessing instead. This echoes the teaching of Jesus in places like Matthew 5 and reflects the way Jesus responded to hostility and suffering. Peter even connects this to calling. Believers are called not only out of sin but also into a new way of living that reflects the character of God.

Verses 10 through 12 quote Psalm 34. Peter uses this Old Testament passage to reinforce that God has always cared about how His people speak, how they treat others, and whether they actively pursue peace. The instruction to keep one’s tongue from evil highlights the power of speech in community life. The command to seek peace and pursue it stresses intention and effort. Peace rarely appears without pursuit. The promise that the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous and His ears are open to their prayer provides encouragement. God sees and listens when His people walk in His ways. The warning that His face is against those who do evil underscores the seriousness of rejecting His instruction.

Taken together, 1 Peter 3:8–12 shows that living as God’s people involves more than private spirituality. It shapes how we relate to each other, especially when things are difficult. In a world where harsh speech, division, and payback are normal, Peter calls believers to a different way: unity, sympathy, compassion, humility, blessing instead of revenge, and a determined pursuit of peace grounded in who God is and what He has done in Christ.
1. Peter gives a picture of the kind of church family we are meant to be: united around Christ, caring about each other, loving, compassionate, and humble. Which part of that picture feels most challenging for you right now, and why?  
Different parts of that picture will feel hard for different people. Staying united around Christ can be difficult when you are surrounded by so many other voices and distractions. Caring about others when you are already overwhelmed with your own stuff can feel heavy. Loving and showing compassion takes time and energy. Humility can be especially tough when you want to be seen as strong or right. Being honest about what is hard helps you see where God might be inviting you to grow. It also reminds you that you cannot live this way in your own strength. You need His Spirit to shape your heart, not just more willpower.

2. When Peter calls us to be like-minded and to love one another, what do you think that actually looks like in a church or small group? What would you expect to see or feel in a group that is living this out? 
Being like-minded does not mean everyone has the same personality or the same opinion on everything. It means people are united around Jesus and moving in the same general direction with Him at the center. Loving one another looks like noticing when someone is struggling, being willing to listen, encouraging each other, and not just thinking about yourself first. In a group that lives this out, you would probably see people including others instead of leaving them out, giving each other the benefit of the doubt, and working through conflict instead of walking away. You would feel more seen, more supported, and more free to be honest about what is really going on in your life.
3. When someone hurts you or insults you, what is your natural reaction? Why does paying back evil with blessing feel so backward, and what might change if you responded that way instead?
Most people instinctively want to defend themselves or get even. It feels natural to want the other person to feel what you felt. Peter’s instruction feels backwards because blessing someone who hurt you sounds like letting them get away with it. But he reminds us that we are called to something different because of what Jesus has done for us. Responding with kindness or forgiveness does not mean what they did was okay. It means you are choosing not to let bitterness or anger take over. It protects your heart, and sometimes it even softens the other person, but even if it does not, it honors God.

4. Peter says to seek peace and pursue it. What is the difference between hoping relationships are peaceful and actually pursuing peace with people? 
Hoping for peace is passive. It is wishing things would calm down without taking any steps toward it. Pursuing peace takes courage and humility. It might look like starting a hard conversation, apologizing first, staying out of drama, choosing not to escalate an argument, or trying to understand someone instead of assuming the worst. Peace does not usually happen on its own. Peter urges us to chase after it, not wait for it to magically work itself out.

5. These verses talk about watching what we say and turning away from evil. If you paid closer attention to your words this week, what area do you think God might nudge you in for the sake of harmony with others. 
Maybe it is sarcasm that cuts deeper than you think, complaining, gossiping, lying to look better, or snapping at people when you feel stressed. Everyone has patterns in their speech that can damage relationships without meaning to. Asking God to help you notice what comes out of your mouth is an important first step. You might practice pausing before responding or choose to say something encouraging where you normally wouldn’t. Being intentional about speaking in ways that build up rather than tear down. 
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