OPEN THE CONVERSATION
Take some time to build relationships with the students:
· Ask for each student’s high and low from the week.
· Today’s RBQ (Relationship Building Question): What is your biggest fear? Why does that scare you?
INTRODUCTION
We live very blessed lives. Living in a wealthy part of America, we experience so many things that many people around the world will never. While that is true, comfort in material possessions does not mean we walk through life without suffering. We experience:
The death of someone you love, sickness, the heartbreak of a divorce, broken relationships, friendships that fall apart, mental health struggles, and so on. This list is short. It could go on and on, and no doubt you either relate to one or more of these or know someone who does. This is a sad reality of human life in our world… But that doesn’t mean we are without hope.
Today, we’ll continue to read Peter’s writings about suffering. In these verses, Peter focused on suffering in unjust situations. 

READ 1 Peter 2:18-25
1. How can enduring grief through unjust suffering bring glory to God?
2. Why is it worth enduring suffering for the sake of Christ?
3. What are some reasons we might suffer that do not bring about good or glorify God?
4. How are we reminded that no follower of Jesus is called to a level of suffering Jesus has not already been through?
5. What does it mean that we have died to sin and might live to righteousness?
6. What can we learn about God and His character from our reading today?
7. How does it honor God when we submit in difficult situations? How does reflecting on the suffering Jesus endured in His earthly ministry impact the way we view suffering in our own lives?

WRAP UP
Let’s put today’s lesson into action: How can you live out what we’ve talked about today?
Ask for any prayer requests and pray for one another.

EXTENDED CUT
Peter told his readers to submit to Roman authority in our reading last week, and this week, he will write about another category of submission: household slaves to masters. God through Peter was not endorsing slavery but helping people understand how to live in a Christlike way in this unjust reality of a broken world. Peter wrote that household slaves please God when they behave honorably, even in unjust circumstances. We are called to do good, even when it is hard. This behavior follows Jesus’s example. Though completely innocent before His accusers, Jesus didn’t retaliate or threaten revenge, trusting that God would carry out justice on His behalf. We can trust that God will serve justice on our behalf too.
READ 1 Peter 2:18-19
Last week, we talked about submitting to authority, even when it is unfair. Starting with our passage this week, Peter broke down additional practical applications of this submission. In this section, he wrote that household slaves should submit to their masters’ authority. Slavery was common in Peter’s day. The Greek noun Peter used here “described a person who works as a servant within a particular household.”1 Sometimes these would be retainers (think professionals: physicians, estate managers, tutors, teachers).2 This wasn’t always a permanent arrangement, with some even on a path to freedom. Sometimes these slaves were treated well, and even paid wages, but they lacked legal rights and, as you can imagine, often endured harsh treatment. We should note that New Testament writers like Peter and Paul addressed the social codes that were a reality in their society. This does not mean that God (or these writers) endorsed the practice of slavery. Historical weaponization of passages like this is not God’s will (not to mention in direct contraction to many other mandates that echo God’s true heart: showing others respect and love, treating them as you yourself would want to be treated). It was not God’s good plan that people bearing His image should be mistreated (God’s own laws mandated the fair and just treatment of those that might be exploited), but mistreatment is a sad reality of our fallen world, and thus these writers addressed how people should conduct themselves as Christians within this broken reality. It is noteworthy that New Testament writers like Peter and Paul addressed slaves at all. Culturally, these individuals weren’t fully seen as people and didn’t have legal rights equal to those of a citizen. Things were different in God’s family, though. They were seen as equals, and worthy of guidance and comfort in dealing with difficult situations: There is no Jew or Greek, slave or free, male and female; since you are all one in Christ Jesus. —Galatians 3:28 It’s not clear why Peter didn’t address slave masters here (though Paul did). Perhaps his audience contained no, or few, slave masters and thus addressing them didn’t make logical sense. Peter referenced both gentle and cruel masters, and many of his audience in this household slave category had likely endured unjust abuse (like beatings). It would have been the norm in a Roman household to expect worship of your household idols from everyone living in your house.4 For Christians who sought faithfulness to Christ, this may have been an issue leading to such abuse. 

1.How can enduring grief through unjust suffering bring glory to God?

READ 1 Peter 2:20-21
Peter went on to note that a person does not get any credit if they are beaten for wrongdoing. Peter wasn’t saying that it was always fair or right that they were beaten, but consequences are natural when we do wrong. Peter told his audience to conduct themselves honorably (v. 12). It is not honorable to do wrong. But, when you suffer unjustly for merely doing the right thing, Peter said this “brings favor with God” (v. 20). God is pleased with this type of patient endurance that models Christ! Take a moment to think about the suffering Jesus endured in His earthly ministry: Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. The soldiers also twisted together a crown of thorns, put it on his head, and clothed him in a purple robe. And they kept coming up to him and saying, “Hail, king of the Jews!” and were slapping his face. —John 19:1-3 . . . he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death— even to death on a cross. —Philippians 2:8 Jesus was always humble and never vengeful. When He was beaten unjustly, He endured it. He didn’t fight back. He didn’t complain. He was obedient. He knew the cross was in His future and was God’s plan to redeem humanity, so He suffered and endured. When a household slave did the same, they followed Jesus’s example and honored God. The referenced calling in verse 21 is God’s call for us to do good. Even if it means we must suffer, we should still do good. vengeance, Jesus trusted God. Peter’s point? His audience should do the same. Jesus suffered unjustly, yet entrusted justice into the hands of the Father and mistreated household slaves should do the same. Peter’s next words not only describe Jesus’s example, but also His great sacrifice for us. Jesus, the Son of God who never sinned, “personally carried our sins in his body on the cross so that we can be dead to sin and live for what is right” (v. 24, NLT). We are spiritually healed and saved because of the wounds He took on for us. God repeatedly uses the shepherd/sheep metaphor throughout Scripture to describe His relationship with His people (Psalm 23:1; Ezekiel 34:15-16; John 10:11). Peter continued this analogy by reminding his readers that they were like sheep that had gone astray, stuck in a life of sin they couldn’t get themselves out of, but then Jesus, the Good Shepherd, brought them into God’s family, and now He is watching over and protecting them. Those suffering today may not see justice served in their lifetime, but it will certainly be carried out at the Lord’s hand in eternity.
2. Why is it worth enduring suffering for the sake of Christ?
3. What are some reasons we might suffer that do not bring about good or glorify God?

READ 1 Peter 2:22-25
In our reading last week, Peter wrote about submitting to the Roman government. In our reading today, Peter wrote about another category of submission: household slaves and masters. In the first-century world, some household slaves were more like educated retainers (physicians, teachers, etc.), and their situation wasn’t always permanent (sometimes they were on the road to earning their freedom). But there were others who unjustly suffered abuse. The New Testament isn’t condoning slavery or abuse (these are in direct violation of very clear commands from God on how to treat people) but addressing a reality of their society. The Christian’s submission to their master honors God, who will one day bring justice to the situation. There is no honor in suffering as a result of wrongdoing, but when we are honorable and suffer for it, God is pleased (not that we suffer, but that we respond righteously). Jesus unjustly suffered but did not fight back. Rather, He fully submitted to God the Father’s will. We are called to do good, even when it’s hard. After urging suffering household slaves to follow in Jesus’s footsteps, Peter described the character of Christ they were meant to imitate. Though He was completely innocent, Jesus didn’t retaliate or threaten revenge. He patiently endured, trusting that God the Father would carry out justice on His behalf. Though all of us were once like sheep wandering helplessly without a shepherd, now that we have the Good Shepherd in our lives, we are under the Lord’s protection and can trust, like Jesus did, that God will bring justice in due time.
4. How are we reminded that no follower of Jesus is called to a level of suffering Jesus has not already been through?
5. What does it mean that we have died to sin and might live to righteousness?
6. What can we learn about God and His character from our reading today?
7. How does it honor God when we submit in difficult situations? How does reflecting on the suffering Jesus endured in His earthly ministry impact the way we view suffering in our own lives?
