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OPEN THE CONVERSATION
Take some time to build relationships with the students:
· Ask for each student’s high and low from the week.
· Today’s RBQ (Relationship Building Question): What is the biggest welcome or reaction you’ve ever seen someone get when they made an entrance? (Could be a team, parade, concert, wedding, etc.)
INTRODUCTION
Sometimes the way someone arrives says a lot about who they are. You can learn something just by watching how they show up. Are they trying to impress people? Are they trying to make a statement? Are they coming in with power, with confidence, with attention, or with humility?
When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the streets were full of people celebrating. People had heard the stories. They had seen the miracles. As He comes into the city, the crowd began to respond in a way that looked like a royal welcome. They were shouting and laying branches and cloaks on the road like you would do for a king. But most of the people there did not fully understand what was really happening.
Jesus was entering Jerusalem as the promised Messiah, but not in the way people expected. They thought they were welcoming a king who would solve their problems right away. Jesus knew He was entering the city to suffer, to die, and to accomplish something even greater than they imagined. What looked like a celebration was actually the beginning of the final path that would lead to the cross. 
Palm Sunday reminds us who Jesus really is. He is the King who came to save. Not by conquering armies, but by giving His life so that we could be rescued from sin.
READ MARK 11:1-6
1. Jesus gave very specific instructions, and everything happened just as He said. What does that show you about Him as He heads into Jerusalem?
2. The disciples had to follow Jesus’s instructions without seeing the whole picture first. Why is that hard for us, and what can trusting Jesus look like when we do not have all the details?
READ MARK 11:7-8
3. Jesus enters the city in a humble way, riding on a colt instead of arriving with the kind of power people might expect from a king. What do you think that says about the kind of Messiah He came to be?
4. The crowd threw down their cloaks and branches in front of Jesus. What do you think those actions reveal about what they wanted from Him, and how is that similar to the way people sometimes approach Jesus now?
[bookmark: _Hlk198499845]READ MARK 11:9-11 
5. The crowd shouted “Hosanna,” which was a cry for salvation and praise. Why do you think people can say the right things about Jesus and still misunderstand who He is?
6. After all the noise and celebration, Jesus goes into the temple, looks around, and leaves. What stands out to you about that moment, and what might Mark be showing us about Jesus there?
WRAP UP
Palm Sunday reminds us that Jesus is the King who came to save. This week, ask God to help you trust what Jesus has already done for you and to shape your heart to follow Him more closely.

Take a moment to share prayer requests and pray together. 

EXTENDED CUT

Mark’s Gospel moves quickly, but when it comes to the final week of Jesus’ life, the pace slows down. Mark gives a huge amount of attention to these last days in Jerusalem because they are central to understanding who Jesus is and why He came. His entry into Jerusalem is not just a nice moment before the cross. It is a public, intentional step toward it.

In verses 1 through 6, Jesus directs two disciples to get a colt, and the details unfold just as He says. Whether this was arranged ahead of time or not, Mark’s point is clear: Jesus is not being swept along by events. He knows what He is doing. He is moving toward Jerusalem on purpose. Even before the crowd starts shouting, the scene already shows His authority and control.

Then in verses 7 and 8, Jesus rides into the city on a colt. This matters. In the ancient world, how a king arrived said something about the kind of king he was. Mark does not directly quote Zechariah 9:9, but the connection is there. Jesus is presenting Himself as the promised king, but in humility. He is not arriving to crush Rome or take power through force. He is arriving as the Messiah who brings peace and will save through suffering.

The crowd responds with words from Psalm 118, shouting “Hosanna,” which means “save us” coming to Jesus both with a cry for help and cries of praise. Jesus had come to save. But many of them likely expected political deliverance, national restoration, or immediate victory. Jesus came for something deeper. He was entering the city not to avoid suffering, but to walk straight toward it. Their King was coming to lay down His life.

Verse 11 is easy to miss, but it is important. Jesus enters the temple, looks around, and then leaves for Bethany because it is late. Mark often does this. He slows the moment down and lets the tension build. Jesus has arrived, and He sees everything. The week that follows will reveal what kind of King He truly is.

This passage helps us see Jesus clearly. He is the Messiah, but not a Messiah made in our image. He does not simply come to fix temporary problems or give people the version of salvation they already wanted. He comes to deal with sin, to bring peace with God, and to save through sacrifice. That is the kind of King we need, even if it is not always the kind of King we would have expected.
1. Jesus gave very specific instructions, and everything happened just as He said. What does that show you about Him as He heads into Jerusalem? 
It shows that Jesus is not getting swept up in events or reacting on the fly. He knows what He is doing and He is fully in control of what is happening. As He heads into Jerusalem, He is not confused about what is coming. He is moving toward it on purpose. That matters because it reminds us that the cross was not an accident. Jesus was not trapped. He was willingly stepping into the mission the Father gave Him.

2. The disciples had to follow Jesus’s instructions without seeing the whole picture first. Why is that hard for us, and what can trusting Jesus look like when we do not have all the details? 
Most of us want the full plan before we say yes. We want to know how things will work out, what people will think, and whether it will be worth it. The disciples did not get all of that. They just got the next step. Trusting Jesus often works like that. It means obeying what He has made clear, even when you cannot see the whole road yet. That kind of trust is hard, but it is also where faith grows. A lot of spiritual maturity is built in those moments when you choose to follow Him before you feel ready.
3. Jesus enters the city in a humble way, riding on a colt instead of arriving with the kind of power people might expect from a king. What do you think that says about the kind of Messiah He came to be?
Jesus did not come with force or power in the traditional sense. He came in humility, not weakness. His kingdom was not built on intimidation or image. He came as a King who would serve, suffer, and give Himself for His people. His mission was deeper than just taking control of a city or a government. He came to rescue all of humanity.

4. The crowd threw down their cloaks and branches in front of Jesus. What do you think those actions reveal about what they wanted from Him, and how is that similar to the way people sometimes approach Jesus now? 
They were honoring Him, but they were also bringing expectations. A lot of them wanted rescue, but probably on their own terms. They wanted freedom from Rome, relief from pressure, and a king who would change their situation right away. People still come to Jesus with that same kind of mindset. We often want Him to solve our problems, remove discomfort, or make life easier on our terms. None of those desires are strange, but Palm Sunday pushes us to ask an honest question: do we trust Jesus for who He really is, or mostly for what we want Him to do for us?

5. The crowd shouted “Hosanna,” which was a cry for salvation and praise. Why do you think people can say the right things about Jesus and still misunderstand who He is? 
A lot of people want Jesus to help them, but not necessarily to lead them. The crowd was excited, but many of them were still hoping for a Savior who would fix their situation the way they wanted. They wanted power, rescue, and change on their terms. That still happens now. It is possible to admire Jesus, sing about Him, and even be excited about Him without actually surrendering to Him. This question gets at whether we are trusting Jesus for who He really is, or just hoping He fits into our plans.
6. After all the noise and celebration, Jesus goes into the temple, looks around, and leaves. What stands out to you about that moment, and what might Mark be showing us about Jesus there? 
It is a quiet detail, but it matters. Jesus does not get swept up in the crowd or carried away by the celebration. He walks in, sees everything, and leaves. That tells us He is fully aware of what is going on and completely in control of what He is about to do next. He is not in Jerusalem to enjoy attention. He is there with purpose. Mark may be showing us that Jesus sees more than the crowd sees, and that He is already moving toward the mission He came to fulfill.
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