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OPEN THE CONVERSATION
Ask the group to share some things they think of, or mental snapshots, they have about Easter and how they have experienced its meaning.
As Jesus’ friends and family learned of the resurrection they experienced a variety of emotions and responses. Even though He had shared with them about what would happen they weren’t ready for it to be true!
When was a time you held expectations that turned out very different than the reality you found? When has God molded a situation in your life into something you didn’t expect?
INTRODUCTION
The Sunday after Jesus was crucified, three of the women who followed Him to the cross (Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome) brought spices to anoint Jesus’s body and headed to the tomb at sunrise. Unsure how they would move the large and heavy stone in front of the tomb to reach the body, they arrived at the tomb to find the stone had already been rolled away! Inside, they found not a dead body, but an angel, who shared the very best news: “You are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has risen! He is not here. See the place where they put him.” (Mark 16:6) 
How does Jesus’ victory over death change things?
READ Mark 16:1-8 
1. What do these verses display about the women’s devotion to Jesus? How did they continue to honor Jesus, despite the unexpected end of His life?
2. How did the impact Jesus made in these women’s lives lead them to this point? How has the impact Jesus has made on your life led you to where you are today?
3. What does it further tell us about the women’s devotion that they went to the tomb unsure of how they would access Jesus’s body because of the large stone? 
4. The women arrived to find the stone had been rolled away. What emotions might you have felt in this moment? Why?
5. What are some obstacles that threaten to distract you from being with Jesus in daily life? How can you overcome those obstacles? Why is it always worth it?
6. What did the women find upon entering the tomb? How did the women respond to the report? Describe responses you have had to Jesus when you realize in a new way that He is alive.
7. Jesus’ resurrection sets Him apart from all others and demonstrates power over death. Who do you need to share the good news about Jesus with? How will you seek to do this week?
WRAP UP

Put today's lesson into action: How can you apply it to your life?
Ask for any prayer requests, and pray for one another.
EXTENDED CUT
Invite students to examine each of the gospels to form a complete picture of Holy Week and the responses of different Christ-followers to His resurrection.
The women bringing spices to prepare Jesus’ body for burial would have been a normal thing for family members to do when a loved one had died. But in this case it also fulfills a prophesied picture of Jesus being anointed (echoed in the gifts of the wise men at His birth and the anointing of His feet with perfume from the alabaster jar earlier.) He was set apart from others and identified as God’s Son in these and other ways. 
Recap of the days leading up to the women’s early morning at the tomb:
Jesus was crucified and died on a Friday. If you remember, the religious officials were rushing things along in hopes that their “Jesus problem” would be taken care of before the Sabbath began (John 19:31), and Jesus did die before this time (sundown, or about 6:00 p.m. on Friday). Then, following His death on the cross, on the evening of “preparation day” (Mark 15:42, still Friday, the time during which the Jews would make preparations for Sabbath since they were forbidden to work on that day), Joseph of Arimathea received Jesus’s “corpse” (15:45) from Pilate, wrapped Him in linen, and laid Him in the rock-cut tomb, rolling a stone in front of the entrance. 
Mark noted that “Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses were watching where he was laid” (15:47). They wanted to anoint Jesus’s body with spices but had to wait because of Sabbath law. Chapter 16 opens following the Sabbath. The Sabbath would have ended on Saturday at sundown, but the women needed time to gather spices and venturing to the tomb at night may not have been wise, so they gathered spices and waited until Sunday (“the first day of the week,” v. 2). 
In the Gospels, Mary Magdalene is depicted as a devoted follower of Jesus after He healed her from seven demons who had plagued her (Luke 8:2). She was from the village of Magdala near the shore of the Sea of Galilee (hence, she was called “Magdalene”).2 “Mary the mother of James” (v. 1) was possibly the mother of the disciple James son of Alphaeus (Mark 3:18), and possibly the Mary mentioned at the crucifixion in Mark 15:40 (“Mary the mother of James the younger and of Joses”) and later the burial of Jesus in 15:47.3 
The last woman Mark mentioned in this passage was Salome, the mother of James and John (sons of thunder, sons of Zebedee). All three witnessed Jesus’s crucifixion (Mark 15:40) and the Gospels record that they were among the first to bear witness to the empty tomb. Scripture shows us that women were active and contributing disciples of Jesus during His earthly ministry and later in the early church (this remains true throughout church history).
The women received the best news that has ever been heard! 
“You are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has risen! He is not here. See the place where they put him.” —Mark 16:6b 
The angel pointed to the empty place where Jesus’s body had been put. The incredible had happened! Jesus had defeated death and the grave! He was raised! Luke’s Gospel account records the event this way: “So the women were terrified and bowed down to the ground. 
“Why are you looking for the living among the dead?” asked the men. “He is not here, but he has risen! Remember how he spoke to you when he was still in Galilee, saying, ‘It is necessary that the Son of Man be betrayed into the hands of sinful men, be crucified, and rise on the third day’?” And they remembered his words.” —Luke 24:5-8 
Jesus had already told them what would happen, but they hadn’t fully understood or expected it. But now the truth was right in front of them. The tomb was empty. He had risen. The angel also gave them a task: Go and tell Peter and the others (Mark 16:7). This is the message that changes everything. Jesus is alive! We, like the women, are called to go and proclaim the truth to others. This news is not only life changing, it is world changing!
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