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CONTEXT FOR YOU
While over 80% of Gen Z (and by extension Gen Alpha) self-report to using AI on a regular basis, we continue to see a rise in the drawbacks of this technology and its widespread adoption. While many have raised concerns about AI technology from an environmental or business perspective (taking jobs, etc), there is also a massive spiritual crisis at hand: many young and old people alike now look to AI for their primary source of advice or wisdom. More powerful than a simple Google Search, many of us have felt the experience of a search with AI that feels “personal” and catered to us. This had led to disastrous results, with young Americans looking to AI for advice that is often inappropriate, prejudiced/offensive, or outright untrue. The APA has found that use of AI for advice or daily wisdom has led many middle school and high school aged students to have worse anxiety, depression, and increased social issues in relating to their peers. AI leads many to reduce their personal skills in decision making or complex thoughts, making us increasingly reliant on the often-incorrect wisdom that AI gives. 

Luckily, scripture does not leave us blind to these issues. From the very beginning, human beings have reckoned with what it means to have wisdom to make correct and accurate decisions in a complex and fallen world. Wanting this kind of instant-gratification knowledge is actually what caused the original Fall of humanity in Genesis and is thus worthy of us reckoning with today as it relates to the way we walk with God. Satan may tray to tempt us to look for knowledge elsewhere, but AI cannot replace the voice of the Holy Spirit in guiding our lives.
AI echoes the serpent’s original deception in the Garden, promising godlike knowledge and wisdom apart from God. Just as Adam and Eve were seduced by the false promise “you will be like God,” we are tempted to replace God with technology on the throne of our lives. This pursuit of omniscience through AI leads not to fulfillment but to emptiness, as no created thing can provide what only God can give.

OPEN THE CONVERSATION / QUESTIONS

What is the funniest way you have seen someone use AI? – Maybe a school project, a speech, or a strange text? No matter what the answer is, it should be clear pretty quickly that AI is only good in a few limited circumstances.
READ GENESIS 3:1-7
1. How did the serpent twist God’s word when it questioned Eve? How might the Enemy tempt us in the same way with what we see online?
2. In what ways do you see technology/AI trying to “give us everything” like the serpent promises Eve here? What might be a way we escape this?
3. How might we be tempted to want everything, all of the time? How might we resist the sway of technology/AI to dominate our lives? 
4. How can “tools” like A.I. or our phones tempt us to believe we can be like God or operate at a capacity we were not meant to?
WRAP UP

What is one thing in this lesson that really stood out to you, and how can you apply it to your life? What is one “I Will” Statement for everyone in the group?

Write Down “I Will” Statements and then ask for any prayer requests and pray for one another.
 


EXTENDED CUT

In Genesis 3, The serpent used "cunning" (misapplied or corrupted wisdom) to cause doubt and entice Adam and Eve to rebel against God’s command. Eve's desire for what was "good" led to the usurpation of God’s role in defining morality. The allure of AI’s potential benefits likewise threatens misunderstandings of self, relationship, truth, and knowledge. AI should be viewed warily, understood as a tool rather than a foundational source of truth. Ultimately, true wisdom is found in trusting God's boundaries, whereas the pursuit of independent “divine” knowledge leads only to destruction. Humanity, and particularly the church, must remain judicious, ensuring that technology serves a secondary role to foundational spiritual truths.

The serpent is described as "cunning" or "crafty" (ʿārûm), a term that usually suggests wisdom and adroitness in the Bible. However, in this context, the serpent’s cunning represents a kind of wisdom misapplied to undermine God's authority. True wisdom, however, is defined as fearing and trusting God. The fall is thus depicted not just as a wicked act, but as a profoundly foolish quest for independent knowledge

Artificial intelligence should be viewed as a tool that must sit under foundational spiritual truths. The challenge for "corporate humanity" is whether we will utilize this tool for good or evil. Using AI as a primary source of truth is compared to building on a false foundation rather than trusting in God's Word. The tragic irony is that Adam and Eve were already made in the image of God before they ate the fruit. By seeking to become (more?) "like God" through their own wisdom, they actually forfeited the divine intimacy they already possessed. The "wisdom" they gained resulted only in isolation, fear, and an embarrassing awareness of their own nakedness. This serves as a warning that seeking divine status through AI may result in similar unforeseen costly destruction.

While the serpent initiated the dialogue, Adam and Eve were ultimately responsible for their choices. Specifically, Adam followed the woman’s example without hesitation, even though he was not necessarily deceived by the serpent's logic. The church has a social responsibility to be a witness in the AI conversation. We must bring "wisdom, morality, and righteousness" to the way technology is deployed.
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