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CONTEXT FOR YOU

Last week we were walking through Genesis 1:1-3. We talked about how the enemy lies to us, twists scripture, and how we can combat those lies. We also talked about how today, AI promises us “god like wisdom”. AI doesn’t always tell the truth; real truth comes from God alone.

As we continue in our masterclass series, today we will be in 2 Samuel 11:1-5. This is the story of David and Bathsheba. In this story, David is distracted, isolated, and idle, and because of that falls into temptation and commits adultery. Just as David got distracted, we too get easily distracted. One of the main forms of distraction for us today is our phones. We get countless notifications and are sold the lie that we need to keep scrolling. As we dive into this passage ask yourself, how does distraction, isolation, and idleness lead to sin? How can I lean more into God for a purpose driven life that is honoring to him? We need to trust in Him and seek His kingdom! A life of trusting in Jesus satisfies us more than our phones ever could!

As you prepare for SLT this week, keep track of how easily distracted you get. How often do you grab your phone a day? Are you looking to your phone for fulfillment over God?

A way around idleness is kingdom work! As you prepare for this week’s lesson, remind yourself of this kingdom work. Pray through conversations you’ll have, people you’ll meet, and the ministry you get to be a part of!

OPEN THE CONVERSATION
What’s the most screen time you’ve had in one day on your phone?
How easily distracted are you? How many times a day do you think you pull out your phone and start scrolling without purpose? - Be open with your group here! Vulnerability creates Vulnerability! Try and start the conversation about how we can be too distracted as a generation.
READ 2 Samuel 11:1-5
1. In verse one it says that David wasn’t at war with his men even though he should have been, which lead to his isolation. How can digital isolation lead us into sin just like physical isolation?

2. How can we avoid digital isolation, or even just isolation in general?
3. David not only was isolated but was lacking purpose. He spent his evenings mindlessly wandering his palace, not fulfilling his kingly duties or even resting. How can we find purpose in kingdom work?

4. Isolation distraction and idleness don’t equal rest. How do we rest in Jesus, when it is so tempting to try to rest in our devices?


5. Do you think idleness and isolation can happen at the same time? What makes that such a dangerous combination?

6. What hope does Jesus offer us in a world full of isolation and distractions?
WRAP UP
What is one thing in this lesson that really stood out to you, and how can you apply it to your life?
Ask for any prayer requests and pray for one another.
 

EXTENDED CUT
11:1 Spring was an optimal time for kings to march out to war. The crops were growing and thus
men were not needed as badly to work the fields, and the winter rains were letting up. David’s forces under Joab had already put down the Ammonite threat (10:14), but David could not leave them unchecked. Israelite forces besieged Rabbah, the Ammonite capital. The words David remained in Jerusalem do not necessarily suggest David committed sin or folly by doing so. His men may have encouraged him to stay out of the battle (21:15–17), and David had not participated fully in some other battles as well (10:7).

11:2 The roof of the king’s palace was probably on the highest ground, providing the king a
commanding view of Jerusalem. He saw a woman bathing (lit “washing”); the text does not suggest she did so intentionally to lure David into an encounter.

11:3 David discovered the woman’s identity—she was Bathsheba, daughter of Eliam (one of David’s elite warriors; 23:34) and the wife of Uriah the Hittite (another of David’s elite soldiers, 23:39, see note at Gn 15:18–21). Bathsheba also may have been the granddaughter of Ahithophel, one of David’s most trusted counselors (2Sm 23:34). At any rate, her married status rendered her off-limits to the king.

11:4 David … slept with her—meaning he had intercourse with her. The narrative is silent about
Bathsheba’s feelings about coming to the palace and submitting to the king’s wishes. Apparently, the intent of the biblical writer was to place ultimate blame where it belonged—with Israel’s king.

11:5 The news of Bathsheba’s pregnancy presented special problems for the king because her husband Uriah had been away fighting the Ammonites and thus could not be the father of the child.
image1.png
BRENTWOOD

STUDENTS





