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OPEN THE CONVERSATION
Do you like pickles? People usually either love them or don’t like them at all. Then there’s the type of pickle…sweet? Dill? Sour? Spicy? 
You may have noticed the pickle tastes less like a cucumber, and more like the brine it is immersed in. The Greek word used for pickling vegetables in ancient recipes is the same word used for baptism in the New Testament! Baptizo. It literally means to be immersed in a way that brings change. 
The point isn’t that the water changes us…immersion in the water draws a picture of the immersion in Christ which does transform us. 
INTRODUCTION


Have you been baptized? Invite students, and share yourself, what that was like and how you knew God was leading you to surrender your life to Him. How does remembering your baptism continue to encourage your faith in Christ? How have you been encouraged by others’ baptisms?

READ Acts 16:26-40
1. Retell the events of this passage in order several times around the group. How do you see God at work in these events? 
2. What do you notice about Philip? About the Ethiopian? About God?
3. How does the passage from Isaiah give direct opportunity to share the gospel?
4. Read and discuss these other accounts of baptism: 
· Acts 2:38, 41; 
· Matthew 28:19-20
· Acts 16:29-33
5. Why would you say baptism is important for Christians?

WRAP UP

Put today's lesson into action: How can you apply it to your life?

[This is a natural opportunity to unpack what it means that Jesus is Savior, and what it means that He is Lord. Invite students to respond to these truths and explain back to you what they think it means. Make sure to provide an opportunity for students to stay after and connect with you and/or other leaders they know if they want to talk further about following Jesus and being baptized.]

If you have placed your faith in Jesus as your Savior and Lord but never been baptized, respond today in obedience and begin the conversation about making that happen. 

Pray that God will help you recognize opportunities He brings you to share the gospel. 

Ask for any prayer requests and pray for one another. 

EXTENDED CUT
We get the word “baptism” from the Greek word pronounced baptizo, which means to immerse. The immersion illustrated by baptism in water isn’t ultimately about immersion in the water—it’s about immersion in Christ, which we experience when we surrender our lives to Him. 

Philip, who was probably a Hellenistic (or Greek-speaking) Jew, was among the men of good reputation chosen in Acts 6 and appointed to help ensure the widows in the congregation were being well cared for. Shortly before this in Acts 8, Philip was ministering to Gentiles in Samaria. In our passage today, Philip continued his faithful ministry. God told him where to go, through an angel’s message, and there was a person open to the things of God waiting there. When we faithfully listen when God gives us direction, the Lord works in powerful ways.

When Philip obediently ran up to the chariot at the Spirit’s urging, he found that the Ethiopian man was reading a Messianic prophesy from Isaiah! This quotation comes from the “suffering servant” passage in Isaiah (53:7-8), which speaks of Christ’s suffering on our behalf.

The answer to the official’s question, of course, was Jesus, and God had thrown the door wide open for Philip to share the good news. Philip took advantage of the door the Holy Spirit had made for him and began to share the gospel with the Ethiopian official, starting with the very passage in Isaiah he was reading as Philip joined him. The words “beginning with that Scripture” (v. 35) indicate that Philip explained more than just these two verses in the suffering servant passage. He took the official on a trip through Scripture that pointed to the truth of the gospel. We often worry that, when given opportunity to share the gospel, we won’t know the right thing to say, or we will mess up the moment, but don’t underestimate what the Holy Spirit can do. God goes before us and opens doors only He can. It’s God’s job to change hearts, ours is to walk faithfully through the doors He provides.

Early church examples, including the story of Philip and the Ethiopian official, are why we practice believer’s baptism. It’s the command of Christ and the model demonstrated by the early church. The same God who aligned a chance meeting of these two men aligned the presence of a body of water in which the Ethiopian official could be baptized. Luke’s note here that they “came up out of the water” seems to indicate that the official was baptized by immersion (v. 39)

We don’t know for sure what happened to the Ethiopian eunuch, but according to church tradition, he went on to act as Jesus’s witness in Africa. He held a position of influence, so he certainly had the means to be a powerful tool for the gospel there. This reminds us of the impact a small act of obedience (even one that doesn’t make sense) can make for the kingdom.

God works to put us into the paths of the right people at the right time. Maybe it’s someone curious about faith, and they happen to strike up a conversation with you. Maybe it’s someone that needs help you can give, and through that help, you’re able to not only model Christ but also share the gospel with them. The scenarios are endless, but the lesson is clear: When we walk in obedience, God uses it. God doesn’t waste any moments. But we must be paying attention. We must tune into the Lord and watch and listen for His nudges. And when we feel them, we must boldly approach the situations God has placed before us. It won’t always be easy (running up to a rich person’s chariot on the desert road was probably uncomfortable, too), but obedience is always worth it. This account also gives a model for baptism. The Ethiopian official was first saved and then baptized, and we practice the same model of baptism today. When we are baptized, we follow in the footsteps of generations of faithful believers before us, proclaiming that Jesus Christ is our Lord and Savior. What an amazing realization!
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